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Liturgical Volunteers for  December 3rd/4th, 2022 

For Catholics, the new Liturgical Year commences with the 
First Sunday of Advent, opening the Advent season. In this 
new Liturgical Year, the Church not only wishes to indicate 
the beginning of a period, but the beginning of a renewed 
commitment to the faith by all those who follow Christ, the 
Lord. This time of prayer and path of penance that is so pow-
erful, rich and intense, endeavors to give us a renewed impe-
tus to truly welcome the message of the One who was incar-
nated for us. In fact, the entire Liturgy of the Advent season, 
will spur us to an awakening in our Christian life and will put 
us in a ‘vigilant’ disposition, to wait for Our Lord Jesus who 
is coming: 

‘Awaken! Remember that God comes! Not yes-
terday, not tomorrow, but today, now! The one 
true God, "the God of Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob," is not a God who is there in Heaven, un-
concerned with us and our history, but he is the
-God-who-comes.’1 

The Season of Advent is therefore a season of vigilant wait-
ing, that prepares us to welcome the mystery of the Word In-
carnate, who will give the ‘Light’ to the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, but essentially this time prepares us not only to wel-
come this great event but to incarnate it in our lives. We could 
say that the true light enters the world through the immaculate 
womb of Mary but it does not stay there. On the contrary, this 
light flows out into our dark, obscure, sinful lives to illumi-
nate them, so that we can become the light that illuminates 
the world. For this reason, let us live this time of waiting not 
only to celebrate a historical memory but to repeat this 
memory in our lives and in the service of others. To wait for 
the Lord who comes, means to wait and to watch so that the 
Word of Love enters inside us and focuses us every day of 
our lives. 

As Saint John Henry Newman reminded us in a homily for 
the Advent Season: “Advent is a time of waiting, it is a time 
of joy because the coming of Christ is not only a gift of grace 
and salvation but it is also a time of commitment because it 
motivates us to live the present as a time of responsibility and 
vigilance. This ‘vigilance’ means the necessity, the urgency 
of an industrious, living ‘wait.’ To make all this happen, then 
we need to wake up, as we are warned by the apostle to the 
Gentiles, in today's reading to the Romans: ‘Besides this you 
know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
first believed' ” (Rm 13:11). 

We must start our journey to ascend to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to be illuminated by His Words of 
peace and to allow Him to indicate the path to tread 
(cf. Is 2:1-5). Moreover, we must change our con-
duct abandoning the works of darkness and put on 
the ‘armor of light’ and so seek only to do God’s 
work and to abandon the deeds of the flesh (cf. Rm 
13:12-14). Jesus, through the story in the parable, 
outlines the Christian life style that must not be dis-
tracted and indifferent but must be vigilant and rec-
ognize even the smallest sign of the Lord’s coming 
because we don’t know the hour in which He will 
arrive (cf. Mt 24:39-44). 

1 Pope Benedict XVI, Celebration of First Vespers 
of Advent, Vatican Basilica, December 2006 

—Excerpted from the Dicastery for the Clergy 
 
Beginning on St. Andrew the Apostle's feast day, 
November 30th, the following beautiful prayer is 
traditionally recited fifteen times a day until 
Christmas. This is a very meditative prayer that 
helps us increase our awareness of the feast of 
Christmas and helps us prepare ourselves spirit-
ually for His coming. 

Prayer: 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment 
In which the Son of God was born  
Of the most pure Virgin Mary,  
at midnight,  
in Bethlehem,  
in the piercing cold.  
In that hour vouchsafe, O my God,  
to hear my prayer and grant my desires, 
[here mention your request] 
through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and of His blessed Mother. Amen. 
 
(via CatholicCulture.org) 



The collection for November 19th/20th was $4,503. 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 Saturday, Nov. 26 
 4:00pm – Stephanie Tooley, r/b her sisters 

 Sunday, Nov. 27 
 8:30am – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 
 11:30am – Angelique Wygonowski, r/b the  

  Wygonowski family 
 1:00pm—Craig Sacerdote, r/b Aileen Buldo 

 Monday, Nov. 28 
 9:00am— Teresa Ward, r/b the McNamara family 

 Tuesday, Nov. 29 
 9:00am –Peggy Brinkman, r/b Jane Oakley 

                       William J. Wien, r/b the Adamcik family 
 Wednesday, Nov. 30 (Andrew, apostle) 

 9:00am– John Konchan, r/b Carol and Mike Braun 
 Thursday, Dec. 1 

 9:00am – Jane and Jim Garvey, r/b the Garvey- 
  Crown family 

 Friday, Dec. 2 
 11:30am – Pierre Pygeol, r/b the family 

                          Dr. Jane Brooks, r/b Darren and Mary 
     Case 

 Saturday, Dec. 3 
 4:00pm – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, Dec. 4 
 8:30am – Liza Rodriguez, r/b the Brito family 
 11:30am – James C. Newcomb 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn brightly 
this week in the Church, in memory of 
Jane and Jim Garvey, by the Garvey-
Crown family.  

The Junior Catholic Daughters invite all girls ages 5-8 
to a special celebration of Christmas on Tuesday, De-
cember 13th from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Most Sacred 
Heart Hall.  For information:   
 jcdacourtmadonna@gmail.com. 

  St. Mary’s will once again provide  
  Christmas Food baskets for those in need 
  within our community and surrounding  
  areas. Please consider bringing non  
             perishable items and place in the items in 
the bins in the Narthex weekly until December 17th. Chil-
dren in the Religious Education program are asked to bring 
it to their classrooms. You may also drop off during the 
week at the parish office. Food items to donate include, 
peanut butter & jelly, tunafish, macaroni & cheese, mashed 
potatoes, cereal, soup, yams, canned pasta, cake mixes, 
frosting, etc.  

We will also be collecting hams and turkeys on  
Saturday, December 17th from 3pm until 5pm. 

 
We currently have OVER  60 families signed up to 

receive a food basket for their Christmas meal.  

St. Mary’s Food Pantry will run on Friday, Dec. 
2nd from 10am until noon.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Catherine Simons, 
Ken Mundy, Brittany Vleck, Allen Lynch, Gloria 
Hicks, Eppie Harford, Stephanie Gaide, Stephen Angi-
uto, Rosemary Marcolina, Christine Haberzettl, Devin 
Upton, Susan Upton, Charles Hildebrandt, Patricia 
Meinhold, John F. Flynn, Jr., James Roach, Robin 
Radzikowski, Angie Gardner, Michael Barnes, William 
Lincoln, James Lincoln, Donald  Wolff, Beverly Brito, 
AnaLucia DeFazio, Pyrrha DeFazio, Titan DeFazio, 
Walter Szpakowicz, Debi Cotugno, and Lawrence 
Cotugno. 

St. Joseph’s Table will be serving a sit down dinner 
on Friday, December 9th from 5pm until 7pm.  

Everyone is welcome.  

    There will be a Giving Tree in the Narthex  
     beginning next weekend. Please consider  
     making a donation. All donations are split 
        between the Elks Club and the Rotary  
     Club at the Port Jervis High School. The 
funds go to area children for Christmas. Please return 
donations in the collection basket or the parish office 
before December 12th.  

Respect Life Corner: O Blessed Mother, you received 
the good news of the incarnation of Christ, your Son, 
with faith & trust. Grant your protection to all pregnant 
mothers facing difficulties.From "USCCB Respect 
Life" Prayer Guide. 

There will be a National Night of Prayer for Life 
on Thursday, December 8, 2022, in the Chapel at 

9:00pm. 
Simplify your Christmas shopping while supporting 
small business at the St. Nicholas Faire on Sunday, De-
cember 4th at St. Mary's Most Sacred Heart Hall.  This 
annual event runs from 9:30a.m. to 2:00p.m., and is sure 
to have something for everyone on your Christmas 
list.  In addition to breakfast and lunch sold by Dave's 
Devil Dogs there will also be the Catholic Daughter Bake 
Sale.  The Junior Catholic Daughters will be selling their 
handmade Christmas ornaments and, as usual, will be 
helping younger children at the free Children's Craft Ta-
ble.  
 All proceeds go directly towards the charitable works of 

CDA Court Madonna #114. 


