
Second Sunday of advent     december 4, 2022 

Mass Lector  Altar Servers 

4:00pm L. aveLLa  —————————- 

8:30am c. van Houten  d., L., a. caStILLo 

11:30am S. raGone  S. raGone, t. and n. rIcKard 

Liturgical Volunteers for  December 10th/11th, 2022 

Advent Reconciliation Monday will be held on December 19, 2022 during the times of 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
and 6:00 to 8:00 PM throughout the Archdiocese.  

December 8th: Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 
 
 "Hail Mary, full of grace." For thou-
sands of centuries, millions of times per day the 
Virgin Mary is greeted by the faithful with the 
greeting of the Archangel, that we hear resonat-
ing anew in today’s Gospel. The sons of the 
Church learn from the words of the Archangel 
Gabriel that the fullness of the mystery of God’s 
grace was realized in Holy Mary. St Paul the 
Apostle teaches us that the Father made all full-
ness dwell in His Incarnate Son (c.f. Col 1:12-
20), which overflows from Christ’s head and 
spills out on His Mystical Body that is the 
Church. Before descending in Body, Christ’s 
fullness was spread in a unique and unrepeatable 
way on Mary, predestined from eternity to be the 
Mother of God. 
 Significantly in the first reading, the 
liturgy recalls the figure of Eve, the mother of all 
the living. The Fathers of the Church saw in 
Mary, the new Eve that unties the knot bound by 
the first woman. The knot of disobedience tied 
by Eve, was untied by the obedience of Mary. 
As Eve was created in purity and integrity, also 
the new Eve was miraculously preserved from 
the contamination of original sin because she 
had to give humanity the Word, who was incar-
nated for our ransom. 
 Saint Irenaeus compares the virginity 
of the pure earth from which Adam was drawn 
to the virginity of the immaculate humanity of 
Mary from which the Second Adam was drawn. 
‘And as the protoplast himself, Adam, had his 
substance from untilled and as yet virgin soil (for 
God had not yet sent rain, and man had not tilled 
the ground (Genesis 2:5) so did He who is the 
Word, recapitulating Adam in Himself, rightly 
receive a birth, enabling Him to gather up Adam 
[into Himself], from Mary, who was as yet a 
virgin’ (Adversus hereses III, 21:10). 
 Blessed Pope Pius IX on the 8th of 
December 1854 proclaimed the Dogma of the 
faith revealed by God that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary "in the first instant of her conception, by a 
singular privilege and grace granted by God, in 
view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the human race, was preserved exempt from all 
stain of original sin" (Denz.-Schonm, 2083). If 
the official proclamation of the dogma is rela-
tively recent, the profession of faith by Chris-
tians and the liturgy is very ancient in this re-
gard. Furthermore, four years later the same 

Virgin Mary, appearing in Lourdes to St Berna-
dette, confirmed the truth of the doctrine by 
presenting herself with the title ‘I am the Immac-
ulate Conception’. 
 Mary’s predestination to this singular 
grace—consistent with the suspension of the 
universal decree by which every man, from the 
moment of his conception is contaminated with 
original sin—leads us to ponder in the deepest 
depths the mystery of the Most Holy Trinity’s 
salvific plan. God, One and Triune, had foreseen 
from the very beginning the future incarnation of 
the Word culminating in the redemption of hu-
man nature that had fallen into sin. He therefore 
predestined pure Mary, so that He could draw 
from her uncontaminated humanity, which the 
Son could adopt in order to re-establish in Him-
self the original purity of creation and reorientate 
it to eternal glory. 
 For this reason, in the second reading 
of today’s liturgy, St Paul reminds us that God 
wants to see us holy and immaculate before 
Him. The purity of our origins seemed to be 
irredeemably lost. However, in Immaculate 
Mary, God found the perfect solution to reverse 
the disaster made from the misuse of our liberty, 
and returned humanity to the original purity that 
seemed hopelessly lost. 
 Mary’s Immaculate Conception is a 
direct consequence of her  Divine Maternity. 
St. Anselm of Aosta wrote: ‘Assuredly, it was 
fitting that the Virgin be beautified with a purity 
than which a greater cannot be conceived, except 
for God's. For, toward her, God the Father was 
so disposed to give His only Son who was natu-
rally one and the same common Son of God the 
Father and of the Virgin.’ (De conceptu virginali 
et originali peccato, XVIII) 
 This link between the privilege of 
Divine Maternity and Mary’s Immaculate Con-
ception results also in her superiority with re-
spect to us. She is a perfect image of the Church 
in heaven, the new triumphant Jerusalem, that 
won’t have any marks nor will there be pain and 
death. This is why today’s preface recites: '…she 
was to be a worthy mother of your Son, your 
sign of favour to the church at its beginning, and 
the promise of its perfection as the bride of 
Christ, radiant in beauty’. Also in heaven Mary 
is not and will never be only a disciple, but her 
Son’s most exalted. She is and will always be the 
Mother of God, the Mother of the Church, the 
Queen of the Angels and Saints. Therefore, the 
preface of the Mass adds: ‘…You chose her 

from all creatures to be our advocate with you 
and our pattern of holiness.’ 
 Mary was Immaculate because she had 
to be the Mother of God. She, herself has re-
ceived the original grace of purity and the final 
state of the blessed life that we also, by collabo-
rating with Divine Grace, hope one day to re-
ceive. 
 Immaculate Mary is full of grace. She 
is not only Christ’s disciple, who with the help 
of grace has overcome the chains of sin, but she 
is totius Trinitatis nobile triclinium, the noble 
resting place of the Holy Trinity (St Thomas 
Aquinas, Exposito Salutationis Angelicae, I). 
The Immaculate, full of grace, will always be 
Mother and Queen for that elect part of the 
Church that we hope one day to join, that will 
one day joyfully sing before the Almighty. 
 —From the Dicastery for the Clergy 
 
Patronage: United States; barrel makers; cloth 
makers; cloth workers; coopers; tapestry work-
ers; upholsterers. See CatholicSaints.info for a 
long list of locations that claim Our Lady's pat-
ronage. 
 
Symbols and Representation: crown and mon-
ogram; lily; enclosed garden; crown of stars; 
glass (symbol of purity) lily often placed in a 
vase of transparent glass; lily of the valley. 
(via CatholicCulture.org) 



The collection for  was $4,525.  
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 3 
 4:00pm – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, Dec. 4 
 8:30am –Liza Rodrigiez, r/b the Brito family 
 11:30am – James C. Newcomb 

 Monday, Dec. 5 
 9:00am—Fr. John Murray, r/b Steve & Rosemarie 

  Babey 
 Tuesday, Dec. 6 (Nicholas, bishop) 

 9:00am –Ernest J Sartor, r/b Jane Oakley 
 Loretta Stratton, r/b Nina & Dino Giacona 

 Wednesday, Dec. 7 (Ambrose, bishop & doctor of the  
               Church) 

 9:00am– Donald Quimby, r/b Jane Oakley 
 Intentions of Britanny Vleck, r/b mom and dad 

 Thursday, Dec. 8 (Immaculate Conception of the BVM) 
 9:00am – Joseph C. Farina, II, r/b Charlie & Jane 

  Farina 
 7:00pm– Robert Witherow, r/b Jim Hinkley & fam. 

 Saturday, Dec. 10 
 4:00pm –Joseph Kucher, r/b mom and family 

 Sunday, Dec. 11 
 8:30am – Rayola McLaughlin, r/b Dave & Shirley 

  Seyfried 
 11:30am – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 

 There will be adoration, devotions, and 
confessions on the Vigil of the Immacu-
late Conception on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7th in the Chapel from 7pm until 
9pm. 

 Masses for the Solemnity of the Immacu-
late Conception, a holy day of obligation, 
will be in the Church on Thursday, De-
cember 8th at 9am and 7pm. 

 There will also be a holy hour for life on 
December 8th in the Chapel at 9pm.  

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn brightly 
in the Church this week in memory of 
MaryAnn Rohner, r/b Dick and  
Barbara Drew.  

There will be a 2nd collection next weekend, December 
10th & 11th for the Retired Religious. Please give it your 
prayerful consideration.  

St. Joseph’s Table will be serving a sit down dinner on 
Friday, December 9th from 5pm until 7pm. Roast Pork/
Pernil and Spanish rice will be served.  

Everyone is welcome.  

St. Mary’s will once again provide Christmas Food bas-
kets for those in need within our community and surround-
ing areas. Please consider bringing non perishable items 
and place in the items in the bins in the Narthex weekly 
until December 17th. Children in the Religious Education 
program are asked to bring it to their classrooms. You may 
also drop off during the week at the parish office. Food 
items to donate include, peanut butter & jelly, tunafish, 
macaroni & cheese, mashed potatoes, cereal, soup, yams, 
canned pasta, pasta and sauce, cake mixes, frosting, etc.  
We will also be collecting hams and turkeys on  
Saturday, December 17th from 3pm until 5pm. 
We currently have OVER  70 families signed up to 
receive a food basket for their Christmas meal.  

St. Mary’s Food Pantry will run on Friday, Dec. 2nd from 
10am until noon.  

All donations to the Giving Tree are split between the Elks 
Club and the Rotary Club at the Port Jervis High School. 
The funds go to area children for Christmas. Please return 
donations in the collection basket or the parish office be-
fore December 12th.  

Respect Life Corner: LIFE is always good-pg 32 of 
the Gospel of Life-Pope John Paul ll. 

The Junior Catholic Daughters invite all girls ages 5-8 to a 
special celebration of Christmas on Tuesday, December 
13th from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Most Sacred Heart Hall.  For 
information:  jcdacourtmadonna@gmail.com. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Catherine Simons, 
Ken Mundy, Brittany Vleck, Allen Lynch, Gloria 
Hicks, Eppie Harford, Stephanie Gaide, Stephen Angi-
uto, Rosemary Marcolina, Christine Haberzettl, Devin 
Upton, Susan Upton, Charles Hildebrandt, Patricia 
Meinhold, John F. Flynn, Jr., James Roach, Robin 
Radzikowski, Angie Gardner, Michael Barnes, William 
Lincoln, James Lincoln, Donald  Wolff, Beverly Brito, 
AnaLucia DeFazio, Pyrrha DeFazio, Titan DeFazio, 
Walter Szpakowicz, Debi Cotugno, and Lawrence 
Cotugno. 

The St. Nicholas Fair is TODAY in the Most Sacred 
Heart Hall. Come get your Christmas shopping started 
and have lunch too.  

We are currently selling monthly lottery tickets for 
the month of December. Great stocking stuffers.  

$10 /each and you can win multiple times.  
All proceeds go towards church improvements.  


