
Fourth Sunday oF advent  december 18, 2022 

 Saturday, December 24th 

 4pm (Children’s Mass) 

 10pm (Mass during the Night) 

 Sunday, December 25th 

 10am (Christmas Day) 

Reconciliation Monday confessions 
will be heard on  

December 19th from  
2pm-4pm and 6-8 pm in the church 

Sunday Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Cycle A: 

The First Reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 7:10-14. In today's prophecy, Isaiah gives us the most important detail 
concerning the Messiah, Christ. He was to be God as well as man. This is what Christ was, as he claimed and as he proved by his mira-
cles and by his resurrection. What a stunning, and at the same time, what an inspiring fact this knowledge is for us! We call the Incarna-
tion, the coming of the Son of God among us in human nature, a mystery. It is one of the basic mysteries of our Christian religion, but 
the mystery lies not so much in how it was done ("with God all things are possible"), but rather in the infinite, mysterious love of God 
for us, who are so much below him and so unworthy of his love. 

The Second Reading is taken from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 1:1-7. In today's reading, we have the opening verses of that 
Epistles. In it, he calls himself a servant of Christ, an Apostle, set apart (chosen) to preach the gospel of God. This gospel is the news of 
the Incarnation, through which and by which, all men are called to follow Christ, and become his brothers, and thus sons of God des-
tined to be saints in heaven. 

The Gospel of this Sunday, from the Gospel of Matthew 1:18-24 begins in a typical Hebrew fashion, by giving the genealogical table of 
Jesus, who was born of Mary. He does not mention the Annunciation, nor Mary's problem of preserving virginity while becoming a 
mother. But the revelation given to Joseph, Mary's betrothed, which Matthew here describes, brings out the fact of the virginal concep-
tion of Jesus, and his messianic mission of salvation. Matthew then adds that Christ was the Messiah, to be born of a virgin, of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke, seven centuries later. 

This is the last Sunday of our preparation for Christmas, the anniversary of Christ's birth. Like Joseph, we can all feel unworthy of the 
honor of welcoming him into our hearts and our homes. We are indeed unworthy, not because we have little of this world's goods, but 
because we have so little humility, so little charity, so little faith and trust in God's goodness. Let us try to imitate Joseph and Mary, the 
humblest of the humble, the kindliest of the kindly, and the greatest-ever believers in God's goodness and mercy. We can never hope to 
equal them, but we can follow them humbly, from afar. 

The feast of Christmas should draw the hearts of every child of God towards the furnace of divine love. In the manger, the infinite love 
of God for us miserable sinners is dramatically and forcefully portrayed before our eyes. In that helpless Baby, represented by a statue, 
we know that the person, and the power, of the omnipotent Creator and sustainer of the universe lie hidden "He emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave" for us. He became a creature, like ourselves, so that he would make us sharers in his divine nature. He came on 
earth to bring us to heaven. He hid his divine nature so that he could cover us with it. 

"Unsearchable indeed are the judgements of God, and inscrutable his ways." But though we are unworthy of his infinite love, it never-
theless stands out as clear as the noonday sun in the Incarnation. We realize that we can never make ourselves worthy of this infinite 
love, but let us imitate Joseph and accept the honor which God is giving us, as we trust that he will continue to make us daily less un-
worthy. 

—Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M. 
 
(via CatholicCulture.org) 
 
Come to Reconciliation Monday to make a good confession to celebrate Christmas in humility of heart like St. Joseph and the Blessed 
Mother!  (See below) 
 
See you soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Fr. Anthony Giacona 



The collection for December 10th/11th  was $3,314. 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 Saturday, December 17 
 4:00pm – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, December 18 
 8:30am – Danielle Devore, r/b Dick and Barbara  

  Drew 
 11:30am – Carol Tanelli, r/b the Adamcik family 

 Monday, December 19 
 9:00am– Robert Witherow, r/b Melanie and Keith 

  Yennie 
 Julio Petitti, r/b Maria and Lou Latini 

 Tuesday, December 20 
 9:00am – Mario DiGiovanni, r/b Ann and Angelo 

  Scarfo 
 Wednesday, December 21 

 9:00am– Mario DiGiovanni, r/b Marie Bianco 
 Thursday, December 22 

 9:00am – John Ritzel and Jasmine Myers, r/b the 
  Ritzel family 

 Saturday, December 24(Christmas Eve) 
 4:00pm – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 
 10:00pm– Wilbur Dixon Morrison, r/b Patrick Leap 

 Sunday, December 25 (Christmas) 
 10:00am– Annie Alexander and Nicole Costantino, 

r/b Dominic and Nina Costantino and family 
 

The Church will be decorated for Christmas after the 
11:30 Mass on Sunday, December 18th. We ask any-
one that is able to help to please come assist.  

Many hands make light work.  

Advent Reconciliation Monday will be held on  
December 19, 2022 during the times of 2:00 to 4:00 

pm and 6:00 to 8:00 PM throughout the  
Archdiocese.  

The parish office will be closed on  
Monday, December 26th, and  

Friday, December 30th .  

St. Mary’s Little Lambs will be taking orders for Little 
Caesar’s pizza in the narthex the weekend of January 
7th and 8th after all Masses.  

Thank you to all our parish families who donated to 
our Christmas Food basket drive. We were able to 
help 82 families with food for Christmas plus extras 
for the children while they are not in school so that 
they can continue to get regular meals.  

There will be a second collection the weekend of  
January 7th and 8th for Catholic Communications 
and Catholic University. Please give it your prayerful 

St. Mary’s Food Pantry will run on Friday, January 
6th from 10am until noon.  
The new pantry area will be finished soon. Help us 
stock the shelves! Due to deficits our grant was cut 
but we would like to continue serving not only our 
community , but those surrounding as well.  
Donations may be brought to the parish office.  
Monetary donations accepted as well.  

St. Joseph’s Table Community Dinner will be serv-
ing a sitdown dinner on Friday, January 13th from 
5pm until 7pmin the Most Sacred Heart Hall.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Catherine Simons, 
Ken Mundy, Brittany Vleck, Allen Lynch, Gloria Hicks, 
Eppie Harford, Stephanie Gaide, Stephen Angiuto, Rose-
mary Marcolina, Christine Haberzettl, Devin Upton, Susan 
Upton, Charles Hildebrandt, Patricia Meinhold, John F. 
Flynn, Jr., James Roach, Robin Radzikowski, Angie Gard-
ner, Michael Barnes, William Lincoln, James Lincoln, 
Donald Wolff, Beverly Brito, AnaLucia DeFazio, Pyrrha 
DeFazio, Titan DeFazio, Walter Szpakowicz, Debi 
Cotugno, Lawrence Cotugno, Dick Drew, and Barbara 
Drew.  

We are currently selling monthly lottery tickets for the 
month of January. They’re 

$10 /each and you can win multiple times.  
All proceeds go towards church improvements.  

Healing After Abortion: Do you know someone 
who is carrying grief of a past abortion? There is al-
ways hope. The pain and sorrow of abortion does not 
need to endure for a lifetime. A “Day of Prayer and 
Healing” offers the opportunity to experience the 
love and mercy of God and to respond to His invita-
tion to begin the journey of healing the wound of 
abortion. Upcoming dates in the NYC area are: Jan. 
14, Feb. 4, March 11, May 20 in English, and May 6 
in Spanish. For more dates, locations and confiden-
tial registration, or just to talk to a Sister, please call 
Sisters of Life at 866-575-075 or reach us by email 
at hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org 

Respect Life Corner: Some people try to justify 
abortion by claiming that the result of conception, at 
least up to certain number of days, cannot yet be con-
sidered a personal human life. But in fact, "from the 
time that the ovum is fertilized, a life is begun which 
is neither that of the father nor the mother; it is rather 
the life of a new human being with his own growth. 
From-Pope John Paul ll,  The Gospel of Life  


