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Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. "The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is 
his, and government and power." With these words the Church proclaims that today's feast brings to a perfect fulfill-
ment all the purposes of Advent. Epiphany, therefore, marks the liturgical zenith of the Advent-Christmas season. — 
Pius Parsch 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany is celebrated either on January 6 or, according to the decision of the episcopal confer-
ence, on the Sunday between January 2 and January 8. The young Messiah is revealed as the light of the nations. Yet, 
as the antiphon for the Magnificat at Second Vespers reminds us, three mysteries are encompassed in this solemnity: 
the adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi, the Baptism of Christ and the wedding feast at Cana. Extra candles and/
or lamps may be placed around the sanctuary and in other parts of the church to honor Christ revealed as the Light of 
the Gentiles (Ceremonial of Bishops). It is customary to replace the images of the shepherds at the crib with the three 
Magi and their gifts. —Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, Msgr. Peter J. Elliott, Ignatius Press. 

The feast of the Epiphany, which was kept in the East and in certain Western Churches before being observed in 
Rome, seems to have been originally a feast of the nativity; January 6, for those churches where it was kept, was the 
equivalent of Christmas (December 25) in the Roman Church. The feast was introduced at Rome in the second half of 
the sixth century and became the complement and, so to say, the crown of the Christmas festival. 

Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates today is the manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; 
after being made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the Magi who have come from the East to 
adore Him. Christian tradition has ever seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in their wake all the 
peoples of the earth, and thus the Epiphany is an affirmation of universal salvation. St. Leo brings out this point admi-
rably in a sermon, read at Matins, in which he shows in the adoration of the Magi the beginnings of Christian faith, the 
time when the great mass of the heathen sets off to follow the star which summons it to seek its Saviour. 

That is the meaning, too, of the won-
derful prophecy from Isaias which 
the liturgy appoints to be read in the 
first nocturn at Matins and at the 
Epistle of the Mass. This same 
thought of universal redemption the 
Church returns to as she sings, in the 
antiphon to the Magnificat at 2nd 
Vespers, applying the words to her-
self, of the union with Christ typified 
by the wedding feast at Cana, by the 
baptism of her children foreshad-
owed by that of Christ in the waters 
of the Jordan. Formerly the Epiphany 
was an additional day for solemn 
baptisms. 
 
(via CatholicCulture.org) 



The updated Christmas collection was $14,373.  
The collection for Dec. 31st/Jan. 1st was $6,202. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 Saturday, January 7 
 4:00pm – James H. Lovelace, r/b Helen Eckes 

 Sunday, January 8 (Epiphany of the Lord) 
 8:30am –Michael D’Alto, r/b the family 
 11:30am – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 

 Monday, January 9 (Baptism of the Lord) 
 9:00am— Dennis Gorman, r/b Helen Eckes 

 Tuesday, January 10 
 9:00am –Rosemary Brislin, r/b the Lewis family 
 Richard Johnson, r/b Aileen Buldo 

 Wednesday, January 11 
 9:00am—Filipo Fiorillo, r/b mom 
 Carol Tanelli, r/b Jane Oakley 

 Thursday, January 12 
 9:00am – Dennis Gorman, r/b the Adamcik family 

 Saturday, January 14 
 4:00pm – The parishioners of St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, January 15 
 8:30am – James Faggione, 

 r/b Melanie and Keith Yennie 
 11:30am – Franz and Maria Kucher, 

 r/b Hannelore Kucher 

The new pantry area will be finished soon. Help us 
stock the shelves! Due to deficits our grant was cut but 
we would like to continue serving not only our com-
munity , but those surrounding as well.  
Donations may be brought to the parish office.  
Monetary donations accepted as well.  
If anyone would like to volunteer for various tasks 
please call the parish office.  

The 2nd collection this weekend is for Catholic  
Communications and Catholic University.  
Please give it your prayerful consideration.  

St. Joseph’s Table Community Dinner will be  
serving a sit-down dinner on Friday, January 13th 
from 5pm until 7pm in the Most Sacred Heart Hall.  

We are currently selling monthly lottery tickets for the 
month of January and February . They’re 
$10 /each and you can win multiple times.  

All proceeds go towards church improvements.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  
Catherine Simons, Ken Mundy, Brittany Vleck, Allen 
Lynch, Gloria Hicks, Eppie Harford, Stephanie Gaide, 
Stephen Angiuto, Rosemary Marcolina, Christine 
Haberzettl, Devin Upton, Susan Upton, Charles Hilde-
brandt, Patricia Meinhold, John F. Flynn, Jr., James 
Roach, Robin Radzikowski, Angie Gardner, Michael 
Barnes, William Lincoln, James Lincoln, Donald 
Wolff, Beverly Brito, AnaLucia DeFazio, Pyrrha 
DeFazio, Titan DeFazio, Walter Szpakowicz, Debi 
Cotugno, Lawrence Cotugno, Dick Drew, Barbara 
Drew, Donna Mann, and Pat Essing.  

reSpeCT Life Corner:  
The texts of Sacred Scripture never address the ques-
tion of deliberate abortion and so do not directly and 
specifically condem it. But they show such great re-
spect for the human being in the mother's womb that 
they require as a logical consequence that God's com-
mandment "You shall not kill" be extended to the un-
born child as well.-The Gospel of Life pg. 67 

The next All You Can Eat Breakfast 
will be Sunday, January 29th from 
8am until 11:15am. Cost $12 adults/
$8 Children under 12, under 5 FREE! 

The Petite JCDA, will meet on Tuesday,  January 
24th 6:30pm in the Most Sacred Heart Hall.  

There is a holy hour on Mondays in the Chapel from 
5:30pm to 6:30pm. Confessions available as well.  

St. Mary’s Food Pantry will be open on Friday, 
 January 20th from 10am until noon. If you or any-
one you know needs assistance with food, please 
have them come during those times.  


