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O God, who were pleased to give us the shining
example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that
we may imitate them in practicing the virtues of
family life and in the bonds of charity, and so, in
the joy of your house, delight one day in eternal
rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

COLLECTIONS - THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Not available due to early press deadline.
Each month, 63 parishioners make their contributions thru PARISH PAY. 
Parish Pay enables you to give electronically once a month. The total
contributions for the month of November were $5,038.00 
Would YOU like to sign up for PARISH PAY...if so, call Christine or log onto 
www.parishpay.com

The second collection this weekend is for the Retired
Religious.  Next weekend, the second collection is for The
Poor.

Candle Dedications

            The Tabernacle candle in the Church is lit this week:

 In Memory of 
Michael Petriello

            The Tabernacle Candle in the Chapel is lit this week:

In Memory of
Dominic “Honey” Raso

         The Pascal Candle is lit at all baptisms and funerals 
        throughout the year:

In Memory of
Henry Hannemann

PRAYER CORNER

Please pray for those who are sick in our parish, especially
those who have asked for our prayers: MaryAnn  Mathsen,
Fr. Steven Clark,   Sr. Rose Vermette, Francis Clark,
Landon Thomas Aitken, John Fiore, Helen Dubreucq 
and for our recently deceased:

For those who are serving our country in the military both at home and
in far away lands. We pray to the Lord.

(If you would like to add anyone to our Prayer Corner (sick or military), please contact
Christine in the rectory 845-358-4707)

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of December 28, 2014

Saturday December 27
5:30 Jackie Lee Babcock

Sunday December 28
7:30 Helen Carullo
9:00 For Holy Innocents
11:30 Lillian Coneys & Roger Grahn
5:30 Missa Pro Populo (For the People)

Monday December 29
7:00 Anna Mae, James C. & Colt Taylor
8:00 Christine & Hugh Rahill
12:10 Ceferino Rosado (A)

Tuesday December 30
7:00 Evlin Alsawalha & Naim Al-Bagain
8:00 Tom McPike
12:10 Theresa Lazarus

Wednesday December 31
7:00 Bill Oswald Sr.
8:00 Michael Petriello
12:10 Mae V. Quick
5:30 Susan Franco

Thursday January 1, 2015
7:00 No 7am Mass Today
8:00 Marguerite &   Edward Traverson
12:10 Michael Petriello

Friday January 2
7:00 Maria Teresa Rechani
8:00 Natalino & Santa Pugliese
12:10 Suscepte Benjamin

Saturday January 3
8:00 Natalino Pugliese
12:10 Teresa Appiaa (A)
5:30 Missa Pro Populo (For the People)

Sunday January 4
7:30 Henry Hannemann (A)
9:00 Lucy LePore (A)
11:30 Sr. Miriam Eugene Fenton (A)
5:30 Champ Knecht (A)
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The Gift of Family.

This past October 3rd the world heard of the
passing of Fr. Benedict Groeschel, a renowned lecturer
and retreat master and the founder of the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal. Certainly, our loss is heaven’s gain

but he left us much to ponder in his essays and written reflections. What
follows are his thoughts pertaining to the Holy Family.

“Although the ancient Church recognized good reasons to think of
the family into which Christ was born as including the children of Joseph-
the stepbrothers and stepsisters of Jesus – Christian devotion in modern
times has focused simply on Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. With all due respect
to the possible stepbrothers and stepsisters of Jesus, they would fit into our
thinking as part of the large cast of people who are in the great drama of
salvation. If they existed, they can be seen in a way similar to the shepherds,
the women of Galilee, and the crowds on Palm Sunday. The brothers of
Jesus are quoted as saying that He had gone mad (Mark 3:21). One hopes
that at least these were kinsmen and not members of the holy household.
The touching picture of the Nativity, the flight into Egypt, and the events
in the temple when He was twelve years old show Jesus in a complex
relationship to His family. He is subject to Mary and Joseph. He appears to
work a miracle at Cana when His Mother importunes him; He speaks with
loving care from the Cross to His Mother. But there is a distance too. “Who
is my mother? Who are my brothers?...Whoever does the will of my
heavenly Father is brother and sister and mother to me” (Mt 12:48-50). His
Mother would not have disagreed. She knew that we must prefer God to
mother and father and all things. Of all human beings, she did prefer God
above all. Even when she stood at the foot of the Cross, she sacrificed her
own human love for the flesh she had brought into the world.

The Christian is called to be a loving person. Christianity is a
religion of love of God and love of all others in God. “God is love, and he
who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (1 Jn 4:16).
“Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end”
(Jn 13:1). We all love on many levels. We love because we need; we love
because we share. We can love those who need us because they need us, and
we can love because we want to follow the Gospel. We can try with God’s
help to love even our enemies. A family may give us an experience of every
kind of love listed above, but one thing is for sure. If we have a family, even
only one other person whom we love, we must learn to forgive. If we do
not define forgiveness too strictly or morally but rather as a psychological
phenomenon, letting hurts go by, accepting what we do not understand,
what may have been hurtful to us even if no wrongdoing occurred, then
perhaps we can say that Mary and Joseph had to forgive the mysterious
person who lived with them. The frightening days of searching for the
Christ Child in Jerusalem are a good case in point.

Don’t be shocked at the idea of forgiving God. Not that we forgive
God theologically. Such an idea would be absurd. But haven’t we all said to
God, Why? Why did You let that happen? It can be a banged-in fender on
our car or the painful death of a loved one. Our questioning can lead to a
very helpful conclusion. Belong to a family of any kind, belong really even
to your parish or community or circle of friends, and you will have to
forgive. This is perhaps one of the reasons why Christ did not emerge into
human history as a full-grown man. He was born into a family so that He
could experience what we experience, so that He could ask us to forgive
those who trespass against us”.

From: “Behold, He Comes. Meditations On The Incarnation”.

PARISH HAPPENINGS

CLASS for the 
WEDNESDAY
program is on
Christmas break
until January 7

CLASS for the SUNDAY program is on
Christmas break until January 4

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
program continues on Tuesday, January 6 
at 6:30pm.

FIRST PENANCE PARENT & CHILD
WORKSHOP will be held on Saturday,
January 10th in the school cafeteria.  This
is MANDATORY for all children &
parents preparing for First Penance.

NEW YEAR’S EVE HOLY HOUR
with

EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION
Let us enter the New Year in the
presence of our Lord and Savior.
Join us beginning at 11:00pm on
Tuesday, December 31st for
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and we will ring in the
New Year at 12 Midnight with
Benediction.

Then join us afterwards in
the   rectory to toast in the
New Year with a little
Champagne & a light repast.
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The Solemnity of Mary
New Year’s Mass Schedule
^ A Holy Day of Obligation ^

Wednesday, December 31 at 5:30 pm
Thursday, January 1, 2015

8:00am & 12:10pm

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
JANUARY 2, 2015

8:30am until 11:45am: Exposition of the

Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 

8:30am - Exposition begins

8:45am - Morning Prayer

11:15am - Rosary

11:45am - Benediction

7:30pm - 8:30pm: Holy Hour including Exposition 

and Benediction

Have YOU signed up for 
Flock Notes Yet?

Get important updates from the parish in a timely
and convenient way.  This new tool we’re using lets you choose
what info you’d like to receive - via email or text message - from
the various ministries and groups in the parish.   You can
unsubscribe at any time.

There are 2 easy ways to connect (pick one)

Visit our parish at:
www.flocknote.com/stannnyack

or
Text SACC to 84576

You Can Understand the Bible!

St. Ann’s The Bible Timeline will NOT
meet on Thursday, January 1.  Sessions
will resume on January 8th.
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We have MANY MASSES
available upcoming for next year,
2015, (including Sundays). Some
of the upcoming dates available:

7am Mass
January 13, 14, 21, 23, 26, 27, 29

8am Mass
January 12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 27, 28, 29

12:10pm Mass
January 14, 15, 19, 23, 27, 28, 29, 31

Sunday Masses:
5:30pm - Saturday, January 17
7:30am - Sunday, February 1

7:30am, 9:00am - Sunday, March 1
5:30pm - Saturday, March 7

11:30am & 530pm - Sunday, March 15

ROCKLAND RIGHT TO LIFE
MARCH FOR LIFE

Thursday, January 22, 2015
in Washington DC

On the 42nd anniversary of the Supreme
Court Decision legalizing abortion, come
and walk for the sake of the unborn.
Buses will leave from St. Anthony’s in
Nanuet and Sacred Heart in Suffern at
5:45 AM and will depart Washington DC
around 6:00pm.

Adults $25   Students $12
For reservations please contact 634-
6885, 492-6709 or 735-4379.  For more
i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  v i s i t
www.rocklandRTL.org
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