
 

St. Matthew and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Week of December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 



TICKETS FOR ALL CHRISTMAS MASSES MUST BE PICKED UP FROM THE RECTORY:  

616 WARBURTON AVENUE, HASTINGS ON HUDSON 

Monday, December 21: 10:00am - 4:30pm 
Tuesday, December 22: 10:00am - 8:30pm 

Wednesday, December 23: 10:00am - 4:30pm 

 

TICKETS WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE FROM THE USHERS FOLLOWING THE 
MASSES THIS WEEKEND, DECEMBER 19/20. 

 
Because changes can happen at any time, please remember to keep checking the 

parish website, www.stmolph.com for any Covid-19 updates. 



MASS & CONFESSION 

SCHEDULE 

OLPH Schedule:   

Daily Mass:  

Monday - Saturday: 8:00am 

Saturday Vigil: 5pm  

Sunday: 10:30am 

Confessions: Saturday:  

4:00pm - 4:45pm 

 

STM Schedule: 

Daily Mass:  

Monday-Saturday: 9:00am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday: 8:30am 

Confessions: Saturday:  

3:00pm - 3:45pm 

 

The seating capacity in the church is at 33%. 

There are approx. 133 seats at St. Matthew’s 
and 66 with overflow in the downstairs at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

Please remember that the signs are there to 
help guide you where to sit and to use your 
best judgment keeping social distancing.  

And please remember that masks are 
required at all times while in the church. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stmolph


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF 
SAINT MATTHEW & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

The Week of  December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

 ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH 

SATURDAY,   DECEMBER 19    REQUESTED BY: 

5:00 pm  Billy DiRocco     Mother 

SUNDAY,   DECEMBER 20 

8:30 am  Michael Rubillo    George Febles & Family 

MONDAY,   DECEMBER 21 

9:00 am  Danny Sullivan    Peter & Gail Capuano 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 22 

9:00 am  Special Intentions 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 23 

9:00 am  Michael Moore 

THURSDAY,   DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

9:00 am   Special Intentions 

FRIDAY,   DECEMBER 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

SATURDAY,   DECEMBER 26 

9:00 am  Peggy Billadello    Peter, Lisa & James 

5:00 pm  Ann Mitchell     Family 

SUNDAY,   DECEMBER 27 

8:30 am  Charles Rodriguez    George Febles & Post 1195 

   Adele Cartwright    Family 

   

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH 

SATURDAY,   DECEMBER 19    REQUESTED BY: 

5:00 pm  Fr. Thomas O’Keefe    Ybay Family 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 20 

10:30 am  William Dinaso    Oberlander Family  

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 21 

8:00 am  Maribeth Groth    Kathleen 

TUESDAY,   DECEMBER 22 

8:00 am  Geraldine Shapiro    Carolyn & Frank Pagani 

WEDNESDAY , DECEMBER 23 

8:00 am  Maribeth Groth    Kathleen 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

8:00 am  Geraldine Shapiro    Carolyn & Frank Pagani 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 26 

8:00 am   Patsy & Rita Cilurzo    Vittoria Gulla 

5:00 pm  Sal Campoli     Wife, Dora 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 27 

10:30 am  Shelia C Maguire & Henry Miller  Rita McGlynn   

**Note that the 

Sunday Mass 

Intentions will 

be celebrated 

according to 

our new 

temporary 

Mass schedule:  

4 PM Saturday 

at St. Matthew, 

5 PM Saturday 

at OLPH, 8:30 

AM Sunday at 

St. Matthew 

and 10:30 AM 

at OLPH.**  

 

The  

Christmas Mass 

Schedule can be 

found on page 2 



 

Reading I:  2 Samuel 7: 1-5, 8-11, 16 
David is told by Nathan that the Lord will build a “house” (dynasty) and that his line will be an 
everlasting one that will enable people to enjoy peace. 

Reading II:  Romans 16: 25-27 
Paul makes known the divine plan, which is 
linked with Old Testament books.  He 
recognizes that he is called to make the 
Gospel known to all the nations. 

The Gospel:  Luke 1: 26-38  
This section is the annunciation of Christ’s 
birth put in parallel with the annunciation 
of His cousin John the Baptist’s.  Nazareth 
was an insignificant town never mentioned 
in the Old Testament. The angel Gabriel 
calls Mary “one who is enjoying God’s 
favor,” or “full of grace.” 

December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

Christmas and Connectedness.  They go together like salt and pepper, or any other pleasant duo you might 
conjure.  The First and Third Readings, as usual, are a connected pair and they draw the picture.  In 2 Samuel we 
read that King David is told by the prophet Nathan that God will establish a dynasty from him that will last 
forever.  The Gospel recounts the visit of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary, in which he announces God’s plan for 
her, and adds that her Son will inherit David’s throne and reign forever.  

St. Luke goes on to draw a parallel with the annunciation of Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist.  Pieces long apart in 
the Old Testament are joined to the New.  Connections are established and made clear. 

All of this leads to a dimension of our celebration of Christmas that we might not think of right away.  It makes for 
a delightful consequence of these prime facts.  There are connections galore.  Chief among them is God’s 
connection with us. From that we see all kinds of connections between ourselves and others. 

Obvious from the start is the evidence that God wants to be part of our lives, even though He has no need to 
be.  He took on our very nature, humbling Himself and becoming “like us in all things but sin,” as one of our 
Eucharistic prayers asserts.  We’re so used to hearing that and accepting it that the full impact of God’s decision 
gets diminished. By itself, it is astounding. No wonder the choirs of angels sang out their “Glorias!” 

As for our connectedness with one another is concerned, just look at the magnetic power of family at this time of 
year.  The late Perry Como sang all about it when he proclaimed that “there’s no place like home for the 
holidays.”  That’s why the radio stations dust off this familiar “oldie” to play it at this time.  Home is truly where the 
heart is, and those who have the same surname are drawn to it from faraway places as the lyrics of the song 
witness. So, we join our siblings, however different in type and temperament they may be from us, because of 
those non-perishable parental bonds.  

Another powerful impetus engineers our connections with friends. They are one of life’s treasures, as Ecclesiastes 
tells us.  We dare not forget it. So we connect with them, either by way of a call or a card or “Face time” or “Skype.” 

Finally we remember at Holy Christmas Mass that connectedness to God, which is, as we say it these days, “hard 
wired” in us.  That is why we missed the Eucharist at the height of the current pandemic. It is so humbling to think 
that God took the initiative here, is it not?  That is the authentic joy of Christmas. May it be yours this Christmas 
and always! 



 

Benefits For You 
•   No check writing or ATM stops before church 
•   Safe, secure, and confidential 
•   Use your checking or savings 
•   Schedule recurring or one-time donations 
•   Change a gift or account any time you like 
•   Choose regular offering or special collections 

Benefits For The Church 
•   Reduces check processing fees 
•   Allows staff more time to focus on ministries 
•   Your data  & auto-deposited gifts are secure 
•   Accommodates special collections 
•   Provides giving history for tax statements 
•   Reduces costs of mailing collection  

Since we are still on a temporary Mass 
schedule, your support at this time is greatly 
needed. The bills do not stop coming in and 
need to be paid. We ask all who are able to do 
so to please register for online giving with 
PARISH GIVING during this time. Alternatively, 
your weekly contribution envelopes can be 
mailed to the rectory .  
As a church that seeks to serve, we wanted to 
provide you the convenience of being able to 
give the way you want.   
Parish Giving offers you the opportunity to 
make secure, automatic contributions from 
your bank account to our church. Parish 
Giving costs you nothing and provides many 
advantages to you and the church:  

Is Parish Giving Safe?   
Parish Giving meets the highest banking-level 
security standards set forth by the Payment 
Card Industry (PCI) to ensure safe and 
confidential transactions. In fact, your banking 
information is encrypted in the system and is 
not accessible to any users or administrators of 
the Parish Giving system. When you manage 
your own account information, your church 
never needs to handle checks or worry about 
locking up documents containing your account 
information. And you’ll always be certain that 
your gifts are direct-deposited into your 
church’s account.  

WWW.PARISHGIVING.ORG 

COLLECTION REPORT: 
 

LAST WEEKS SUMMARY: 
Mailed Contributions: $1,990 

12/13 Weekend: $1,400 
Parish Giving: $2,446 

Total for last weekend: $5,836 
Christmas Flowers (to date): $1,477 

Christmas (to date): $2,365 
Retired Religious: $530 

Come and join the  
65 parishioners  

who regularly give via  
Parish Giving! 

 

Please help your parish and sign up for 
Parish Giving.  There is no cost to you,  

it’s safe & easy! Just click on the links to  

the left to get started.   

 

Questions, email Christine at 
office@stmolph.com 

https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=016AC2BC08C4098D1E3E3A0630BFA9F0E785D73A680B7F90
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=016AC2BC08C4098D1E3E3A0630BFA9F0E785D73A680B7F90
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=016AC2BC08C4098D1E3E3A0630BFA9F0E785D73A680B7F90
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=016AC2BC08C4098D1E3E3A0630BFA9F0E785D73A680B7F90
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=016AC2BC08C4098D1E3E3A0630BFA9F0E785D73A680B7F90
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=016AC2BC08C4098D1E3E3A0630BFA9F0E785D73A680B7F90


Please keep in your prayers the 
ill of our parish especially:   
Kristin Harkin, Susan Sullivan 
Manuel, Fred Wolff,  Tom 
Donohoe, John Wazeter,  Eleanor 
Dalton, Laura McCarthy, Trevor 

McKay, Rev. Alexander Agyepong, David Parker 
 
And for those who have died marked by the 
sign of faith, especially:    

 
If you know of any parishioners who are ill and would like to be 
visited by a priest, please contact the rectory at 914-478-2822.  
Please feel free to call the rectory to add names of immediate family 
members at any time. 

We are very grateful to those in 
the military who have 
dedicated themselves to 
protect our liberty and 

freedom.   Please keep our troops in your prayers, 
especially: Brian Dunne-Navy, Christopher Gaulin-
Army, George Moore-Navy, Nicholas Sestito-Marine, 
Michael Germain-Navy, Brandon King-Army, Michael 
Parton-Navy, Peter Dillon-Coast Guard, Chris Minozzi
-Marines, Sean Roth-Army, Mike Gibbons-Marines, 
Donald Wemer Jr.-Marines  
If you would like to add a name to our Military List, 
please call the rectory office. 

Candles  Dedications 

St. Matthew Tabernacle Candle 
In Memory of Brian J. Knecht 

req. by  Christine 

Blessed Mother Candle 
In Memory of Maria Rose Ruggero 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Tabernacle Candle 
In Memory of Sal Campoli 

req. by wife, Dora 

2021 MASS BOOK: 

The Mass Book for 2021 is open from 
January 1 - February 16 

 

Candles are also available at both churches.  If you 
are interested in having a Mass or the Tabernacle 
Candle burn in memory of a special someone, 
please call Theresa in the rectory: 914-478-2822 

 October Numbers: 

The parish received $303.84 for the month of 
October from the Foodtown Gives Back 

program! Thank you to the 145 parishioners 
who have signed up to participate in the 

program. 

Our total for January - October: $3,086.94 

CIRCLE OF LOVE PRAYER GROUP TO  
CONTINUE WITH ZOOM 

We will continue our Circle of Love prayer group 
on Monday’s at 7:45pm through the Zoom app.  

Meeting id is 456-044-682. People should connect at 
7:30pm.  More info call 914-693-2959.  



Advent Retreat 

CHRISTMAS/OPLATKI BREAD 
WAFERS  

The breaking of the Christmas 
wafer is a custom that began 
in Poland in the 10th century 
and is practiced by people of 
Polish ancestry around the 
world. It is considered the 
most ancient and beloved of 
Polish traditions. The 
Christmas wafer symbolizes 
the unity of the family, which 

many consider to be the main pillar of society.  

 Packages are available at the rectory this year.  We 
only have 100 packets which are available on a first 
come/first served basis.  

A donation of $2.00 per packet is appreciated.  

If you would like to make a donation towards 

the Christmas Flowers in memory of a loved 

one, please use the Christmas Flower Envelope 

that you can find in your monthly envelope 

packet.  If you need a Christmas Flower 

Envelope (or a Christmas Envelope) Please call 

the rectory and we can mail one to you. 

The Christmas Flower Envelope and the 

Christmas Offering Envelope can be dropped 

into any collection on any weekend. 

4-6pm at St. Matthew’s • 6-8pm at OLPH 

December 21st 



& 



Many thanks to the volunteers 
who helped set up the crèche 

at the VFW in Hastings -  
Marchi family, Drake family,  

John Powers and  
Vinny Lumalcuri. 

Thank you to those who donated GIFT CARDS for Christmas this year.  

We received cards for Key Food, Amazon, Kohl’s, American Express 

and Target. 

Your generosity helped make  

someone’s holidays just a little bit brighter! 

In observance of the 

holiday, the Rectory will 

CLOSE at 12 Noon on  

Thursday, December 24  

(Christmas Eve) and will 

reopen on Monday,  

December 28 at 9:30am. 






