
Rectory:  
8148 N Karlov Avenue  
Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone:(847) 673-5090 
E-mail: saintlambert@aol.com 

      
St. Lambert Parish - Skokie, IL 
 

Website: www.StLambert.org 
  
Sunday Masses: (5 pm Sat) 8am, 
10am, 12pm 
  
Weekday Masses: 7:15 am (Mon-Fri) 
8am on Saturday 
 
Confessions: Saturday at 8:30am 
 
Pastor: Rev. Richard Simon  
 
Email: saintlambert@aol.com 
 
Rev. Know-it-all:  
www.rev-know-it-all.com 
  
Deacon:  Mr. Chick O’Leary 
  
Music Director: Mr. Steven Folkers 
 
Ministry of Care:  
Mrs. Carol Glueckert  
(847) 674-6456 
 
Office Staff:  Mr. George Mohrlein 
Debbie Morales-Garcia 
debie.stlambert@aol.com 
 
Baptisms: Third Sundays of the month 
at 1:30 pm. Baptismal Prep Class is the 
first Tuesday of each month at 7pm in 
the rectory. Please call the rectory to 
register. 
 
Weddings: Arrangements must be 
made 6 months in advance. 
 
Religious Education :  
Jonathan Rivera 
saintlambertsyouthchurch@gmail.com 
 
To Register as a Parishioner:  
Call the rectory or email us. 
 
For Online Giving: 
www.givecentral.org 
 
Bulletin Guidelines:  Submissions 
should be received at the rectory office 
10 days preceding the date of bulletin 
publication.  
 
Submissions should be in electronic 
format and send to 
debbie.stlambert@aol.com. 

 will command 
His angels concerning 

you, to protect you, and 
they will take you up in 

their hands 

St. Lambert Parish 

Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord 
February 14, 2016 

First Sunday of Lent 

Luke 4:10-11 



Masses for the Week 
 

Saturday, February 13 

5:00   † Ann Taylor 

Sunday, February 14 

 8:00   People of St Lambert 
10:00  Blessings & Good Health, Krystyna Gotebiowski 

12:00   † Mary Krackenberger 

Monday, February 15 

7:15    Margaret & Joseph Dunne 

Tuesday, February 16 

7:15   Rose Ann Orlando for Gods Blessings 

Wednesday, February 17 

7:15   † Chau Tran    

Thursday, February 18 

7:15   † Chau Tran    

Friday,  February 19 

7:15   † Ann Taylor 

Saturday, February 20 

8:00   † John Stolz   

5:00   † Angela & Pedro Rustan 

Sunday, February 21 

 8:00   † Tieh & Liang Sheh 
10:00  † Marian Pelc 

12:00   People of St Lambert 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  
 Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; 
Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; 
Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12,14
-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 
7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21 
28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;  
 Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; 
 Phil 3:17 -4:1 [3:20- 4:1]; Lk 9:28b- 36 

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 

 

Jan. 30/31, 2016 
Envelopes:  $6,102.66 
Loose:           2,002.07 
Total:        $ 8,104.73 
 
YouthChurch: $42.00 
 
Thank you!! 

 The Coffee Hour will be hosted 
next week our Pro Life 

Committee and the contact is 
Mary Ann O’Kane. She can be 

reached at 847-679-0274.   
Your assistance and donations 

are greatly appreciated! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep forgetting your offertory envelope? 
   Why not use GiveCentral?  

GiveCentral is a way for donors to give easily to 
non profit organizations. GiveCentral is not only 
convenient  for you, it the lowers cost for a non-
profit organization to collect credit card, debit 
card and electronic checking payments online. If 
you have not signed up for electronic giving 
please consider doing so. It is painless and quick, 
so go to givecentral.org to sign up ! 

Where did I leave my 
offertory envelope? 



St. Lambert’s Gophers 
 
St. Lambert Parish is 
ready to launch it’s 
newest group:  
St. Lambert’s Gophers! 
 
Our group consists of 
volunteers from our 
parish family. The 
group’s mission is to provide aid and 
companionship to our needed parishioners. 
 
Are you homebound and need a ride to church? 
Do you have a need for someone to take you to a 
doctor? Would you like help with picking up basic 
groceries or prescriptions? Too much snow on the 
ground in the winter? Overgrown weeds in the 
summer? How about someone to visit, chat and 

pray with you? 
 
If you or someone 
you know needs 
this kind of help, 
call St. Lambert’s 
rectory (847) 673-
5090 and request a 
gopher. 
 
For more 
information, please 
contact the rectory 
or Pablo Montero  
(847) 567-0910. 
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Today is the first Sunday of Lent 
and in the Gospel we see how Jesus 

was tempted by Satan in the 
desert.  Are there times in your life 
or marriage relationship when you 

judge you are in a spiritual 
desert?  Strengthen, renew, and 

rekindle your marriage sacrament 
by attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend on April 8-10, 
2016 or June 10-12, 2016 or Aug. 

12-14, 2016, all at Elk Grove Village, 
IL.  Early registration is highly 

recommended.  For reservations/
information, call Jim & Kris at 630-

577-0778 or contact us through  
http://wwme-chicagoland.org 



Continued from last week… 
 
Modern Judaism discourages 
gentile conversions to the religion 
of Israel.  One who is not Jewish 
should simply be a good Noahite, 
following the universal laws of 
God’s covenant with Noah, the new 
founder of the human race after the 
flood. The laws of the Noahite covenant are:  
 

1.Do not deny God. 
2.Do not blaspheme God. 
3.Do not murder. 
4.Do not engage in illicit sexual relations. 
5.Do not steal. 
6.Do not eat of a live animal. (i.e. cruelty to 

animals is forbidden) 
7.Establish a legal system to ensure civil order 

and justice. 
 

Israel is bound to the Law of Moses, but a gentile 
who follows these Noahite laws is considered 
righteous. It is unnecessary for a gentile to convert 
to Judaism. This was not always the case. In the 
second temple era when Christianity emerged 
there was a time in which Rabbinic Pharisees 
invited conversions to the religion of Israel. 
Ancient Greco-Roman religion was a crazy quilt of 
competing gods and goddesses and in most cases 
religion was not connected to moral behavior in 
any way. The gods of the nations were principally 
capricious nature spirits and religion was a way to 
get the gods to do your will, or least to leave you 
alone. The gods did not love humanity. In fact the 
gods could be dangerous. The point of pagan 
religion was to placate these powerful capricious 
forces.  
 
The incoherent nature of paganism made the 
religion of Israel very appealing to the ancient 
Greek and Roman thinkers, one all powerful, all 
knowing God who intentionally created and loved 

mankind, a reasonable moral code and a coherent 
religious literature.  This was certainly better than 
traditional religion with its “once upon a time” 
myths of gods who often took vengeance on 
humanity. There was a problem, however. This 
one reasonable God demanded some very odd 
things. There were dietary restrictions on quite a 
number of foods, especially sea food and pork, 
two of the staples of Greco Roman cuisine and, 
still worse, the god of the Israelites demanded 
male circumcision which the ancient Greeks and 
Romans considered barbaric and obscene. There 
was, however, a whole class of gentiles who tried 
to live an Israelite life. They read the Hebrew 
Scriptures, attended synagogue and worshipped 
the God of Israel. They did not, however go the 
whole route. They were called God-fearers and 
could be found throughout the Greek and Roman 
world. Israel had never been as universally 
respected in the world as it was at the time of 
Jesus and the second temple. Then along came 
Saul of Tarsus.  
 
Saul was probably born around 5AD in what is now 
southern Turkey. He was a second generation 
Roman citizen, a mark of probable wealth and 
distinction. He was clearly educated in Greek 
literature which he quotes in his epistles, and was 
by his own admission a zealous Pharisee, the son 
of Pharisees. He was sent back to the Holy Land to 
be educated in the rabbinic school of Gamaliel or 
so he claimed. There is a very unusual story in the 
Talmud that may refer to Saul as “that 
student” (oto hatalmid).  “Rabbi Judah used to 
pray as follows: May it be Thy will, O Lord our God, 
to save me this day from the impudent, and from 
impudence in learning. They asked, what is meant 
by impudence in learning? He answered as follows, 
Rabban Gamliel would sit and teach ... but OTO HA
-TALMID scoffed at him.” (Sabbath 30b) It is pure 
speculation to suggest that Saul of Tarsus was 
“that student’” but one would not be surprised. 
Gamaliel was the most flexible and generous of 
teachers. Saul/Paul was not. One can see Saul, if 
indeed he had been sent study at the feet of 
Gamaliel as he claimed, soon parting ways with his 
moderate teacher. Perhaps Saul became 

The Reverend Know-it-all 
“What I don’t know… 
I can always make up!” 
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“radicalized” in his devotion to the religion of 
Israel, and perhaps he understood that this 
ridiculous sect of the Nazarenes would make the 
God of Israel available to the gentiles in a way that 
was entirely unacceptable.  All speculation aside, it 
was clear that Saul was an impetuous young man 
who could be used by the temple authorities to 
nip this thing in the bud.  
 
One of the miracle-working preachers of the new 
sect was of particular concern, a certain Greek 
speaking Israelite named Stephen. He was hauled 
before the court and was promptly taken out and 
stoned by a mob who “laid their coats at the feet 
of a certain Saul” (Acts 7:58). I suspect that Saul 
was the organizer of the lynch mob. Saul is a 
young man on the move. We next hear that he is 
ferreting out Nazarites and has been deputized to 
go north to the Hebrew community living in 
Damascus where this nonsense had taken hold. He 
makes it to Damascus, but not the way he had 
expected. He is knocked down and blinded by 
some strange vision and is taken to Damascus. 
There the Christian community makes contact 
with him and he becomes one of them. He 
receives his sight back and begins to make the 
situation in Damascus worse by telling everyone 
that He has seen Jesus, who is the Son of God and 
risen from the dead. He has to escape Damascus 
by being lowered over the walls in a basket. He 
seems completely unhinged by the experience and 
travels to the desert of Arabia (probably Sinai). He 
goes back to Damascus, then to Jerusalem where 
he again upsets the locals and is sent back home 
to Tarsus for his own good. Essentially the 
leadership of the Nazarene movement told him, 
“Go home. Don’t call us. We’ll call you.” Which 
they did, ten years later. Saul has been doing 
nothing much other than causing trouble for 
about 15 years since his experience on the 
Damascus road.   
 
At about that time, the Church was growing 
especially among Greek speakers in the area of 
Antioch, not far from Saul’s home town. The 
leadership of the movement sent Barnabas, a 
leader, to check things out and while he was there 

he might as well look up that hot-head Saul to see 
what he was up to.  Saul accompanied Barnabas 
back to Antioch and eventually back to Jerusalem. 
At about this time Simon Cephas had an amazing 
experience. He is invited to preach at the home of 
a God fearing Roman centurion who had been 
studying Judaism, and lo and behold the prophetic 
spirit seems to take hold of this uncircumcised 
Roman and his non-Jewish household, just as it 
had when the Church had gotten its start on 
Pentecost years beforehand. Cephas (Peter) lets 
them all join the Church just as they are.  
 
Saul and Barnabas begin their missionary travels at 
about the same time. They go out into the world 
preaching that anyone can be saved with or 
without circumcision and halakhic law. This is 
wonderful as far as the God-fearers and some of 
the Jews scattered throughout the empire are 
concerned. You could be an Israelite and still eat 
pork, not to mention the advantages of remaining 
uncircumcised. The Christian/Nazarite movement 
took off exactly among the people with whom 
Rabbinic Phariseeism had been making real 
headway. Just imagine! If you were a Greek who 
wished he could be an Israelite, now it was 
possible with just a simple baptismal ceremony. 
Imagine the difficulty of being an Israelite in a 
hostile society. Circumcision made sure you didn’t 
get too friendly with your gentile neighbors. You 
weren’t going to the gym with them where Greco 
Romans met to wheel and deal, and you weren’t 
going to dinner parties where very non-Kosher 
things were eaten. Until now, no self-respecting 
Israelite was going to join paganism with its 
ridiculous gods, but now one could still read the 
books of Moses but, according to Saul and 
Barnabas, pork and circumcision were optional. 
Thus was born Christianity, the first reformed 
Judaism and a universal religion that made the 
treasure of the Hebrew Scriptures accessible to all. 
Things had gone from bad to worse. 
 
Next week: things go from bad to worse to even 
worse. 
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ARCHBISHOP CUPICH 
‘RENEW MY CHURCH’ 
DREAMING BIG ABOUT THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
 
Americans are known as a people who dream, and dream 
big. As a country of immigrants, dreaming is in our 
national DNA. The dream of a better life gave immigrants 
the courage to leave their families and ancestral homes 
and start over. Their dreams sustained them as they 
shouldered unimaginable burdens, inspired them to take 
risks, and gave them the daring to do things never done 
before. 
 
And just as dreaming big has distinguished us as 
Americans, it has also marked the Catholic Church in this 
country, particularly in this archdiocese. Catholic 
immigrants came to this land not only with their dreams 
but also with their deep faith, energizing them to build 
churches, schools, and hospitals. They formed and 
sustained vibrant communities, enriched by the cultures 
of their places of origin. Responding to the Great Chicago 
Fire of 1871, Catholics drew on the resilience they 
learned as immigrants to rebuild. Like the mythical 
phoenix, which today adorns the crest of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, these hearty dreamers lifted themselves from 
the ashes, making the Church even more vibrant and 
alive. 
 
As the first American pope and a son of immigrants, Pope 
Francis is calling the entire Church to dream, and dream 
big. He wrote in “The Joy of the Gospel”: “I dream of a 
‘missionary option,’ that is, a missionary impulse capable 
of transforming everything, so that the church’s customs, 
ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and 
structures can be suitably channeled for the 
evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-
preservation.” 
 
I have long shared this dream. It was a dream that began 
to stir in me when I entered the seminary just after the 
close of the Second Vatican Council. Over my 40-plus 
years as a priest, I have become even more convinced of 
the great potential of our parishes, when vibrant and alive 
with the Gospel, to transform lives and make a singular 
contribution to the world. That conviction has only 
increased since becoming archbishop of Chicago, as I 
witness every day a vitality in our parishes that enriches 
the lives of so many people. 
 
Admittedly, the fulfillment of this dream is a patchwork of 
success and failure. Every parish has its strengths and 
weaknesses in fulfilling the mission of Christ. While 
measuring parish vitality is complex, if I were asked to 
describe a parish of my dreams, it would be a parish that 
adopts and pursues these seven priorities: 
 
1) We bring people to Christ: The parish strives to 
evangelize its members to live more fully as intentional 
disciples. In turn, the parish’s intentional disciples are 

continuously evangelizing others by making known the 
presence of the Church and Christ’s mercy in the midst of 
the community. 
 
2) We support each other in knowing Christ more deeply: 
The parish enables a lifelong process of formation for 
deepening one’s faith and relationship with Christ by 
passing on the church’s teaching and Tradition to 
parishioners of all ages. 
 
3) We encounter Christ and receive nourishment through 
prayer and worship: The parish is intentional in 
developing a culture and tradition of prayer, devotion, and 
well-prepared liturgy, with the Eucharist as the “Source 
and the Summit.” 
 
4) We build bonds among each other to sustain our life in 
Christ: The parish represents a genuine Catholic 
community that is conscious of its solidarity in Christ with 
the entire church of Chicago and the Universal Church. It 
is inclusive and harmonious, respecting and appreciating 
diversity in all its forms as an asset in worship and 
community life. 
 
5) We transform the lives of others through service as 
Christ’s missionary disciples: The parish prepares and 
sends parishioners as missionary disciples into the world 
to transform society with the joy and truth of the Gospel. 
The parish is a beacon of faith and an advocate for justice 
and peace, reaching out in love to all who are in need, on 
the margin of society, or who live in fear and loneliness. 
 
6) We respond to the call to holiness by journeying 
together with Christ: The parish accompanies the 
baptized on life’s journey to become more Christcentered, 
resistant to sin, merciful, continually attentive to building a 
mature, well-integrated adult spirituality, and committed to 
charity, peace, prayer, and virtue. 
 
7) We take responsibility for administration and leadership 
of the parish as good stewards of the gifts Christ has 
entrusted to us: The parish thrives under the visionary 
leadership of the pastor, who works in collaboration with 
his associates, staff, and the laity to ensure that the 
parish’s mission can fully flourish as a result of proper 
administration. The parish fosters a culture of stewardship 
and a spirituality of gratitude that inspires parishioners to 
generously share the gifts Christ has entrusted to them in 
support of the mission of the church through the parish, 
the archdiocese and in the world. 
 
This is the dream I have for all our parishes, and why I am 
inviting everyone in the Archdiocese of Chicago to join me 
in a multi-year planning process to make it a reality. Just 
as our ancestors responded in faith to their dreams and 
built the church we have today, it is our time to dream big 
and to take up this work. It will take a steady faith — a 
faith that is imaginative, that strengthens us in the 
knowledge that Christ is leading us. This faith will keep us 
together. It will steel us to make the bold decisions that 
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will shape the Church for generations to come. 
We approach this work at a moment when the church is 
graced by the leadership of Pope Francis, who has been 
quite forthright in sharing his hopes and dreams with us. 
His namesake, Francis of Assisi, did the same in his time. 
In an era of menacing challenges within and outside of 
the church, he was given a dream about what the church 
could be and responded to Christ’s urging to renew it. 
You may know the story. Visiting the dilapidated Church 
of San Damiano, Francis heard Christ speak to him and 
urge: “Go rebuild my church.” In time, Francis came to 
understand that Christ was calling him to renew the 
church, not just rebuild a structure. That is the task before 
us and the reason this important process takes its name: 
“Renew My Church.” 
 
The San Damiano cross has much to offer in helping us 
keep our focus as we move forward with this initiative. It 
portrays Christ dying on the cross, yet still living as he 
calls to Francis. At the same time, the eyes of the dying 
Christ are focused above on the scene of the 
resurrection, and he is surrounded by communities of 
disciples. 
 
The message of that scene is clear: The dying and rising 
of Christ continues to take place in every age in the dying 
and rising of the church. The mission of proclaiming 
Christ, who died and rose to save the world, will require a 
church that is made ever vibrant and more vital by the 
sacrifices of every generation. It also will require a church 
whose community is united in taking up this work. Indeed, 
we all have a stake in this renewal. 
 
Over the next few weeks and months, you will be hearing 
more about this effort as we engage various groups in a 
series of consultations, some of which have already 
begun with our clergy. As I wrote in a letter to all parishes 
last October, the archdiocese has changed in significant 
ways over the past several decades. Demographics have 

shifted dramatically. Some of our parish buildings are in 
disrepair. We have fewer priests to pastor our faith 
communities. The result is that we end up spreading our 
resources too thinly. We should not be afraid to face 
these realities, but rather see this moment as a graced 
opportunity to chart new ways to live out our mission more 
fully. 
 
Addressing this situation will require a good deal of prayer 
and humility, hard work, tough choices and new 
sacrifices. I would be less than honest if I did not 
acknowledge that by the time this consultative process is 
complete, we will mourn together the loss of some 
parishes. But that will not be the final word. By having the 
boldness to leave behind familiar ways of doing things, we 
can seize this season as one that is not simply of loss, but 
rather of renewal. This is the dream God is calling us to, 
and that will sustain and unite us. 
 
We begin this process during the Jubilee of Mercy, which 
Pope Francis has defined as a time for the universal 
church to rise, to renew and reimagine herself. Imagine, 
having just entered his eightieth year, he is urging 
Catholics to be young again in our dreams about the 
future of our church. This is the pathway of people on the 
move, of immigrants who pursue their dreams, inspired by 
their faith. This is the pathway the first immigrant and first 
American pope is charting out for the church in our time. 
Let his example and his hope for what our parishes 
should be inspire us as we begin this work: 
“I hope that all communities will devote the necessary 
effort to advancing along the path of a pastoral and 
missionary conversion which cannot leave things as they 
presently are,” Pope Francis wrote in “The Joy of the 
Gospel.” “‘Mere administration’ can no longer be enough. 
Throughout the world, let us be ‘permanently in a state of 
mission.’” 
 
NOW THAT IS WHAT IT’S LIKE TO DREAM BIG 
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