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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;  
 Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a,  
 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-      
 40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;  
 Jn 6:44-51 
 

Dear Friends: 
 
Perhaps you've heard the line, “it's very disappointing when you find out 
that the light at the end of the tunnel is New Jersey.” (Actually I've been 
to New Jersey, It's very nice but the line is still funny.) The governor has 
decreed that we have thirty more days until the ground hog sees it's 

shadow or something like that. I'll let you know as soon as the Archdiocese 
indicates that we can start things up at the parish. Till then then we wait and we 
trust. I don't presume to guess what the Lord is doing in all this. Pandemics 
are  part of the world's imperfect and fallen nature and I don't think that I would 
go so far as to say that this is a chastisement from the Lord, but I do think that the 
Lord is trying to say something to us and to the whole Church through the events  
of the times. Remember what Job said, “The Lord gives, the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord!” 
 
I tell you all the time that grace is what's given, sin is what's taken. Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil which had not been given to them. They wanted knowledge which 
they presumed to take, and the world was plunged into disorder, hence pandemics. The Lord has allowed 
public worship to be taken away for a while. I think and hope it will come back soon, but it seems to me 
that there are a lot of people who have become responsible for their own spiritual lives during this 
difficult time. I know that more parents are taking responsibility for the spiritual lives of their children in a 
way that they never have before. This is not a bad thing. We are so used to theaters and televisions and 
screens that we are always in danger of thinking of the Mass as a sort of performance. That has certainly 
changed! So many of us are looking for Masses on TV or are listening on the radio, (might I suggest 
Relevant Radio?)  
 
We have had to take more initiative than ever in finding those moments of prayer that once we may have 
taken for granted. I know I am praying more, and that's a little embarrassing coming from your pastor! 
Anyway, I imagine we'll be together soon and be all the better for it. There is a saying, that, “Hunger is 
the best sauce!”  There is certainly a hunger to be gathered together around the Lord's altar with one 
another. May it be soon. 
 
You are always in my prayers, 
Fr. Simon 
 
PS. Thank you so much for remembering the financial needs of the parish, especially those who have been able to 
keep giving on gift central. The bills keep coming in and the staff keeps doing what it can. Thanks so much for 
keeping the parish going. May your reward come from the Lord! 
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 Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59,  
 or, for the memorial, Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  
 Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17;  
                    Jn 6:60-69  
Sunday:    Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6;  
                   1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 



For Online Giving go to: www.givecentral.org 
 
We know the times are difficult, but we hope that you will 
continue your support of the parish if you are financially able 
to do so. We offer electronic giving through a simple tool that 
provides you with the opportunity to support the parish in a 
way that is convenient and secure. Our online giving partner is 
GiveCentral, and 100% of the donations you make through 
GiveCentral are directly deposited to the Parish account of 
St. Lambert. 
 
GiveCentral makes it easy for you to give. See all collection 
fund options on our GiveCentral home page at:  
givecentral.org/location/204 
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SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA  
(1347-1380) 
 
 Imagine the pope receiving a young 
woman s�ll in her twen�es who 
addresses him as “my sweet Christ on 
earth,” then orders: “Get back to Rome 
where you belong!” Amazingly, Gregory 
XI complied! Yet this was but one 
astonishing incident in the extraordinary 
life of Catherine of Siena, a  truly unique 
medieval woman. Youngest of twenty-
five children, Catherine refused marriage 
and became a Dominican Ter�ary at 
sixteen, cloistering herself at home in contempla�ve prayer, austere penances, and mys�cal experiences, culmina�ng 
in “spiritual espousal” to Christ. Then, incarna�ng the Dominican ideal of “passing on to others the fruits of 
contempla�on,” Catherine le�  her solitude to care for the poor, nurse the sick, comfort the dying, and bury the dead. 
Increasingly renowned for conver�ng souls and healing bodies, she was sought a�er to broker peace during civil wars 
and Church schisms. All this, and like Jesus, whom she called “my Divine Spouse,” she died at thirty-three! Four 
hundred le� ers and her spiritual classic The Dialogue inspired Paul VI to name her, together with Teresa of Ávila, the 
first women Doctors of the Church.      —Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

GOD’S PLAN 
 
 Saint Peter speaks to us twice today. In the 
first reading, we hear an excerpt from his sermon 
on Pentecost; in the second, part of his first 
letter. Once a frightened, uneducated fisherman 
who often said just the wrong thing, now Peter is 
speaking what he knows to be true. Everything 
Jesus had said now makes sense. His death and 
rising were all part of God’s plan, and our faith 
and hope can be centered on God. 
 Today’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ walk 
to Emmaus with two of the disciples. Frightened, 
sad, and confused, the two of them don’t 
recognize Jesus, who tells them what we heard 
Peter say above: All this had to happen as part 
of God’s plan. In the end, these disciples 
recognize Jesus as we are to recognize him—in 
the breaking of the bread. 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

STAY WITH US, LORD 
Walk with us, Lord, along the road of resurrection! 
Explain for us, so slow to believe, 
the things that Scripture says of you. 
Break the bread of the Eucharist with us whenever 
we share our lives with our brothers and sisters. 
Stay with us each time night approaches 
and the daylight fades in our hearts! 
 
—From Come, Lord Jesus by Lucien Deiss, CSSp, copyright © 1976, 1981, 
Lucien Deiss. Published by World Library Publications. p.168 

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 

 
Sunday, April 18– 25, 2020 
Mail in Envelopes: $1,280.00 
Give Central :           1,722.00 
Total:           $3,002.00 
 
 

 

Thank you for your  
continued support! 

Easter Envelopes: $1,395.00  
 

Extraordinary Donations: 
$320.00 
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Do not fear: I am with you; 
Do not be anxious: 
I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, 
I will help you, 
I will uphold you. 
 
 Isaiah 41:10 
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Produced for ABC’s Live Well Network. 

Sanctuary is the Archdiocese of Chicago's TV news 
magazine program that airs quarterly on ABC Chicago. 
The program is hosted by Fr. Gregory Sakowicz, rector of 
Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago. Sanctuary is produced 
by the Archdiocesan Office of Radio and Television and 
is taped on location throughout the Chicago area. 
 
Sanctuary airs on the Live Well Network which can be seen over-the-air on ABC 7.2, as well 
as on Comcast Channel 217, RCN Channel 618, WOW Channel 219, Mediacom Channel 
723 and Charter Channel 608. 

Broadcast Masses 
During this difficult time, it is particularly important that the faithful have access to the 
grace and comfort of Holy Mass. Please see below for our online Masses. 

In addition to celebrating Mass online: 

• ABC7 will televise Sunday Mass in English from Holy Name Cathedral Sunday at  

      9:30 a.m. 

• Univision will televise Sunday Mass in Spanish from Holy Name Cathedral Sunday at         
 10:00 a.m. 

• Polvision will televise Sunday Mass in Polish from Holy Name Cathedral Sunday at 
 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  

Radio Programs are produced by the Office of Radio and Television in  
cooperation with Archdiocesan offices and agencies. 
 
One hour of English-language radio programs airs Mondays through 
Thursdays and a one hour Spanish-language radio program airs Fridays 
on WNDZ 750-AM from 8 to 9 a.m. 
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