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Rectory:  
8148 N Karlov Avenue  
Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone: (847) 673-5090 
 
E-mail: saintlambert@aol.com 
      
Sunday Masses: (5 pm Sat)  
8am, 10am, 12pm 
  
Weekday Masses: 7:15 am (Mon-
Fri) 8am on Sat. 
 
Confessions: Saturday at 8:30am 
 
Pastor: Rev. Richard Simon  
 
Rev. Know-it-all:  
reverendknow-itall.blogspot.com 
  
Deacon:  Mr. Chick O’Leary 
  
Music Director:  
Mr. Steven Folkers 
 
Office Staff:   
Debbie Morales-Garcia 
debbie.stlambert.@aol.com. 
Mr. George Mohrlein 
 
Religious Education:  
Gina Roxas 
youthchurchred@gmail.com 
 
Baptisms: Third Sundays of the 
month at 1:30 pm. Baptismal Prep 
Class is the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7 pm. 
 
Weddings:  
Arrangements must be made 6 
months in advance. 
 
Website: www.StLambert.org 

 
St. Lambert Parish - Skokie, IL 
 

To Register as a Parishioner:  
Go to stlambert.org under “About 
Us”  or by phone.  
 

Joseph de Veuster was born in 
rural Belgium, the youngest of 
seven children. He was 
educated at the college of 
Braine-le-Comte, and in 1858 
he joined the Society of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary (Picpus Fathers) 
at Leuven, Belgium.  

He went as a missionary to the 
Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands 
in 1863. He reached Honolulu in 1864 and was ordained a priest the same year. 
Moved by the miserable condition of the lepers whom the Hawaiian government had 
deported to Kalaupapa on the island of Molokai, he volunteered to take charge of the 
settlement. 

Damien volunteered to bear Christ’s light into Moloka’i’s bleak leper colony, building 
decent homes, opening schools, establishing clinics, planting farms, sharing the 
sufferings—and the social stigma—of those with whom he delighted to identify: “We 
lepers,” he would proudly say when finally he contracted leprosy. Saint Damien 
challenges us to identify the lepers of our own day, to examine our compassion for and 
our identification with them. Damien, known for his compassion, provided spiritual, 
physical, and emotional comfort to those suffering from the debilitating and 
incurable disease. He served as both pastor and physician to the colony and 
undertook many projects to better the conditions there. He improved water and food 
supplies and housing and founded two orphanages, receiving help from other priests 
for only 6 of his 16 years on. 
 
In 1884 he contracted leprosy and refused to leave for treatment. He was originally 
buried at the colony, as he requested, but his remains were transferred to Leuven in 
1936.  

PRAYER FOR HEALTH CARE WORKERS 
God of everlasting goodness, you sent your Son among 
us to bring healing, peace, and reconciliation to our 
weary world. Be with all health care workers and their 
assistants in this time of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

As they continue Jesus’ ministry of care, renew them in 
mind, body, and spirit. Keep them safe from infection and illness, and may Christ’s 
healing presence flow through them as they serve those entrusted to their care. 
 
We ask this in his name, Christ the healer, who is Lord forever and ever. Amen. 

MARY OUR MOTHER 
 What a joy to remember that Mary is our Mother! Since she loves us and knows our  
 weakness, what have we to fear?       —Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21;  
 Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12- 17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20;  
 1 Pt 3:15-18 or 1 Pt 4:13-16; Jn 14:15-21  or 
 Jn 17:1-11a 

Friends: 
 
“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your 
hope.” from the first letter of St. Peter, chapter 3 (the second reading of this Sunday’s 
mass).  I don't know about you, but I am always looking for some meaning in this whole 
mess. There are some days when I think, “It’s all hype!” Then I hear about someone I care 

for who has gotten the virus, or worse died because of it. On those days I think this is all very real.  
 
I am anxious to get going again and to see all of you, but then I’m reminded that we still don’t know much 
about this thing no matter how it got started. So, what’s it all mean? I don’t know, but I am sure of this.  
There is nothing that touches us except that it is allowed by a Father in heaven who loves us.  
 
I wonder what’s going to happen? When will be able to be together again at God’s altar? If this goes on 
much longer what will be left of our faith and our church? One of the things that I suspect is that when we 
can all come back, it will not be the people who are simply in the habit of churchgoing, but those who 
come back will do so because they believe it is true and they cannot make sense out of this fragile life 
without the hope that comes from the Gospel.  
 
Make good use of this time. Pray. Spend real time with your families. Eat dinner together. Try saying a 
family rosary. If you get into that habit it will change your lives and your family dynamic. Going to church 
is wonderful, but do you know how to pray together? Is going to church just something you do, or is it 
prayer? Spend these days learning how to pray, especially with other people. If you are separated by 
distance, pray together online. STUDY! You may have an instinct for faith, but as St. Peter recommends 
above, can you explain to anyone, yourself included, why you believe these things are true.  
 
I would like to give you some reading assignments. The Case for Christ, (Lee Strobel, also a great movie. 
Start with the movie if you can.) Seven Revolutions (Mike Aquilina and Jim Papandrea) Good Pope Bad 
Pope (Mike Aquilina) The Case for Jesus: The Reliability of the Gospels and the Jewish Roots of Jesus’ 
Divinity, The Jewish root of the Eucharist, (both by Dr. Brant Pitre) These are all on Audiobook if, like me, 
you are a lazy reader.   Also Scott Hahn’s The Supper of the Lamb. READ THEM. Learn why you're a 
Catholic Christian, there may be a short quiz when I see you next. 
 
Fr. S 
 
PS. As before when I hear anything I'll let you know. 

Thank you for your continued support!    

For Online Giving go to: www.givecentral.org 



Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, has issued the 
following regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
 
With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are confronted once more with the fragility of our lives, and 
again we are reminded of our common humanity — that the peoples of this world are our brothers and sisters, 
that we are all one family under God. 
 
God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time of trial and testing. In this moment, it is important 
for us to anchor our hearts in the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our prayers and 
sacrifices for the love of God and the love of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in our love for him, 
and rediscover the things that truly matter in our lives. 
 
United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and around the 
world who are sick. Let us pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them and grant 
them peace. 
 
We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant 
them courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this emergency with compassion and in service to the 
common good. 
 
In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
and I share this prayer with you:   
 
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
 Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
 We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
 We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
 as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 
 and gain for our nation and world, 
 and for all our families and loved ones, 
 the protection of your holy angels, 
 that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 
For those already afflicted, 
 we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
 Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
 wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
 
In this time of trial and testing,  
 teach all of us in the Church  
 to love one another and to be patient and kind. 
 Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 
 
We come to you with confidence, 
 knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
 health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
 
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
 keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
 help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 
 

 
Courtesy of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
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Dealing with the riddles of sorrow and death 
MAY 6, 2020 
 
Recently, I learned that a man I knew from my first days as a priest died of natural causes. He lived a 
long life, having grown up during the Great Depression. 
 
He was a pilot during the Second World War, raised a family after the war and served his community and church well. 
Now, he has gone to God, and his wife and children and all who knew him are mourning his passing. 
 
All of us are experiencing a sense of loss in these days and trying to make sense of it. First and foremost, to all who have 
lost loved ones or friends, whether to COVID-19 or any other cause, I want to express my deepest condolences and 
assurance of prayers. 
 
Also close to my heart are all those who are struggling with other heavy losses. I think of nurses and doctors caring for 
the sick, those who have lost their jobs, businesses or health. Please know that I stand with you. 
In addition to these losses, I also want to acknowledge the loss that we all feel in not having access to the sacraments, 
which we rely on for spiritual nourishment. I also recognize the pain experienced by those whose parishes have closed, 
something I want to address more fully in time. 
 
Grief and loss, no matter how they are experienced, can leave us discouraged and disoriented, feeling that we have been 
abandoned. The temptation in such moments is to think that we are alone in our suffering. Yet the core of our faith in the 
risen Lord is that we are never alone in our grief. 
 
We hear that in the cry of the first disciples: “The crucified one is truly risen! He is with us.” Not only is he with us, but 
— as the Second Vatican Council teaches — in his own sufferings, Christ “blazed a trail” for us, and, if we follow it, 
“life and death are made holy and take on a new meaning” (“Gaudium et Spes,” 22). 
It is not that we are spared all grief, but rather, we approach our losses with a new set of eyes, seeing how even losses 
can be “made holy and take on a new meaning” in Christ. Jesus not only accompanies us in our sorrow, he makes 
something new out of it. 
 
This brings me back to the man I knew from my early days as a priest. His obituary recounted how he grew up on a farm 
in the panhandle of Nebraska. His father died when he was young, leaving his mother and brothers to work the land. The 
older brother took over the farming, and one year everything came together: there was plenty of rain, a lot of sunshine, 
and his brother was proud that he could deliver a great crop for his family that year. But then, one day, a hailstorm 
destroyed everything. The family had worked so hard, and now all their effort seemed wasted. They were inconsolable. 
 
Just then, the mother came out into the field and saw how dejected the boys were. “OK, boys, gather up those 
hailstones,” she said. “We’re going to make ice cream for the neighbors.” In that moment, she helped the boys to see 
their loss in a greater light and transform the loss into an opportunity to serve. This story was recounted in the man’s 
obituary, for he had often shared it with his children to teach them to have hope in moments of trial.  
 
The mother represents many holy people in our lives who encourage us as we experience loss. They all belong to that 
communion of saints that we affirm in our creed every Sunday. The communion of saints includes all the saints in 
heaven, but also “the communion of all the faithful of Christ,” as the Catechism of the Catholic Church says (962). 
When we need help seeing beyond our immediate losses, we have that holy communion to help us to see how “in Christ, 
the riddles of sorrow and death grow meaningful” (“Gaudiem et Spes,” 22). 
 
We are indeed in a time of great loss. That mother, no doubt, felt, just as much as her sons, the pain of losing a crop in a 
fluke storm. Yet she turned their loss into a moment of hope by directing their attention to the needs of others who also 
suffered loss that day, their neighbors. 
 
As we grieve our own losses in these difficult days, let us be inspired by that good woman and the many people God 
sends in moments of crisis. They are the communion of saints who have taught us to trust the message of Easter: “In 
Christ, the riddles of sorrow and death grow meaningful.” 


