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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-8; Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab, 8, 11;  
 Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Ps 65:10-13;  
 Mt 5:20-26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Anthony was born at Lisbon, Portugal. He became a canon regular and then a Franciscan preaching the 
Gospel everywhere in Portugal and Italy. Both as a theologian and as a popular preacher he fought vigorously 
against heresy. His preaching was inspired by the love of God and of souls and had an extraordinary power of 
conviction; it was filled with the penetrating power of the Bible. Pope Gregory IX, who heard him preach, called 
him during his lifetime the Arca Testamenti, meaning "the living repository of the Holy Scriptures" and Pope Pius 
XII, when he proclaimed him a Doctor of the Church, declared that he based all that he said on the texts of the 
Gospels, and could justly be called the Evangelical Doctor. St. Anthony lived for a time in France, but chiefly in 
Italy, and died at Padua in 1231 at age 36, with the reputation of great sanctity. From the day of his death 
innumerable miracles caused the faithful to invoke him as a wonderworker of untiring benevolence.  
 
St. Anthony 
Anthony is one of the most popular saints in the Church. He is the patron of lost things and numerous other 
causes. In Brazil, he is considered a general of the army; he is the patron of the poor and has been recognized as 
a wonderworker from the moment of his death. 
 
He was born in Portugal and entered the Augustinian monastery of Sao Vicente in Lisbon when he was fifteen. 
When news of the Franciscan martyrs in Morocco reached him, he joined the Franciscans at Coimbra. At his own 
request, he was sent as a missionary to Morocco, but he became ill, and on his return journey his boat was driven 
off course and he landed in Sicily. He took part in St. Francis' famous Chapter of Mats in 1221 and was assigned 
to the Franciscan province of Romagna. 
 
He became a preacher by accident. When a scheduled preacher did not show up for an ordination ceremony at 
Forli, the Franciscan superior told Anthony to go into the pulpit. His eloquence stirred everyone, and he was 
assigned to preach throughout northern Italy. Because of his success in converting heretics, he was called the 
"Hammer of Heretics" and because of his learning, St. Francis himself appointed him a teacher of theology. St. 
Anthony of Padua was such a forceful preacher that shops closed when he came to town, and people stayed all 
night in church to be present for his sermons. He became associated with Padua because he made this city his 
residence and the center of his great preaching mission. 
 
After a series of Lenten sermons in 1231, Anthony's strength gave out and he went into seclusion at 
Camposanpiero but soon had to be carried back to Padua. He did not reach the city but was taken to the Poor 
Clare convent at Arcella, where he died. He was thirty-six years old, and the whole city of Padua turned out in 
mourning for his passing. 
 
He was canonized within a year of his death and was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XII in 1946. 
 
Excerpted from The One Year Book of Saints by Rev. Clifford Stevens 

Page 2  St. Lambert Parish The Most Holy Trinity

 

Friday:         1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14;  
 Mt 5:27-32 
Saturday:     1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-10;  
 Mt 5:33-37 
Sunday: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 
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Friends: 

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118) Not 
much to rejoice about these days at first glance. We don't even have the consolation 
of the Holy Eucharist. It seems that things are collapsing both in the State and in the 
Church. We are confronted by a worldwide disease that some say is nothing and 
others say is a disaster. It is certainly nothing until you catch it, especially if you are 
older or infirm. I know people who have caught it and 3 or 4 who have died of it. We 
are confronted by rampaging mobs who are looting and pillaging our neighborhoods. Did you ever think 
that Old Orchard would be blockaded for fear of the mobs? The authorities seem without the ability or 
even the will to stop it. Police are unable to exercise their authority, lest they be deemed the criminals.  

Our system has been paralyzed, both in Church and State. I live in fear that the strong man on the white 
horse will come to restore order if we cannot restore government. Hitler, Mussolini, Napoleon, Stalin all 
saw themselves as that hero on the white horse. Is that our future? I lost my Uncle to the result of this 
sort of thing in 1973. I was in Detroit the day after the riots of 1967. My Aunt Helen lived on what they 
called “the Boulevard”. She showed us the mansions up and down the street that were pockmarked with 
gunshots and cannon fire, the guns from the looters, the cannons from the military. That's when Detroit, 
where my family settled after it left Germany, started its decline.  

Government pretty much abandoned the city. My Uncle and the young woman who worked for him were 
shot in his luggage store in the almost abandoned downtown. My Uncle refused to give up. He was killed 
for it. There was $10 dollars in the cash register. My Uncle was killed and that young mother's children 
were robbed of their mother all for $10 dollars. The case was never solved. I don't even think it was really 
investigated.  

Government whose chief function is to maintain order had abdicated any real responsibility. When a 
government cannot maintain order it ceases to be government. It is just a collection of useless people 
who receive handsome paychecks for attending meetings and holding press conferences. People long for 
government. This is where fascist find their opportunity. If this country falls into a fascist dictatorship, the 
fault will not be that of the fascists. It will be the fault of those who were unable to govern and of those 
who kept them from governing and those who refused to teach the young how to think.  

We will have government again, but I am terrified that it will not be the amazing Republic given us by the 
Founders. Today much of Detroit is a wasteland of empty fields and run down shacks for the most part. 
There are parts of it that are trying to come back, and my cousins are always telling that “Detroit is on the 
way back!” I don't see it and with the current situation I doubt that rebuilding efforts will continue 
unaffected. The city has languished for more than 60 years. Those of us who remember what Detroit 
once was are fewer and fewer. This time the rioters have moved on to Grand Rapids. There is not that 
much left to destroy in Detroit. I fear that urban life in the United States will come to a similar end if 
government continues to refuse to govern.  

So? Is there nothing good to say. Nothing worth rejoicing about? Yes, “the grass withers and the flower 
fades, but the world of the Lord endures forever.”  Isaiah 40:6) 

Fr. Simon 



Statement of U.S. Bishops’ President on George Floyd and the Protests in 
American Cities 
May 31, 2020 

 

WASHINGTON – Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles and president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has issued a statement on George Floyd and 
the protests in American cities that have taken place over the last several days. This 
follows the Friday statement from seven U.S. bishop chairmen of committees within the 
USCCB. 

Archbishop Gomez’s full statement follows: 
The killing of George Floyd was senseless and brutal, a sin that cries out to heaven for justice. How is 
it possible that in America, a black man’s life can be taken from him while calls for help are not 
answered, and his killing is recorded as it happens? 

I am praying for George Floyd and his loved ones, and on behalf of my brother bishops, I share the 
outrage of the black community and those who stand with them in Minneapolis, Los Angeles, and 
across the country. The cruelty and violence he suffered does not reflect on the majority of good men 
and women in law enforcement, who carry out their duties with honor. We know that. And we trust that 
civil authorities will investigate his killing carefully and make sure those responsible are held 
accountable. 

We should all understand that the protests we are seeing in our cities reflect the justified frustration 
and anger of millions of our brothers and sisters who even today experience humiliation, indignity, and 
unequal opportunity only because of their race or the color of their skin. It should not be this way in 
America. Racism has been tolerated for far too long in our way of life. 

It is true what Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, that riots are the language of the unheard. We should 
be doing a lot of listening right now. This time, we should not fail to hear what people are saying 
through their pain. We need to finally root out the racial injustice that still infects too many areas of 
American society. 
But the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence 
and so much is lost. Let us keep our eyes on the prize of true and lasting change. 

Legitimate protests should not be exploited by persons who have different values and agendas. 
Burning and looting communities, ruining the livelihoods of our neighbors, does not advance the cause 
of racial equality and human dignity.   

We should not let it be said that George Floyd died for no reason. We should honor the sacrifice of his 
life by removing racism and hate from our hearts and renewing our commitment to fulfill our nation’s 
sacred promise — to be a beloved community of life, liberty, and equality for all. 
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We know the times are difficult, but we hope that you will continue your 
support of the parish if you are financially able to do so. We offer 
electronic giving through a simple tool that provides you with the 
opportunity to support the parish in a way that is convenient and secure. 
Our online giving partner is GiveCentral, and 100% of the donations you 
make through GiveCentral come DIRECTLY to St. Lambert. 
 
GiveCentral makes it easy for you to give. See all collection fund options on 
our GiveCentral home page at:  
givecentral.org/location/204 



          The Call to Address Racism in Our Hearts and Communities 

In their new pastoral letter against racism, Open 
Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love, 
the Catholic bishops of the United States invite 
conversion of hearts, minds, and institutions in 
order to address the evil of racism that still exists 
in our communities. 
 
By our baptism, we are members of Christ’s 
body and sharers in his mission. Imitating 
Christ, we must care for all members of our 
communities, honoring each person as unique, 
sacred, and created in the image of God. We 
know that the evil of racism cuts to the core of 
God’s plan for humanity, devaluing the diversity 
God created within the human family. As 
followers of Christ, we seek to reclaim the God-
given sanctity of each person’s inviolable human 
dignity. The bishops remind us, “The command 
of love requires us to make room for others in 
our hearts. It means that we are indeed our 
brother’s keeper (see Gn 4:9).” 
 
Some among us may want to believe that our 
country has moved beyond the reality of racism 
that has so profoundly stained its past, or that 
racism does not involve us. Almost every day, 
news headlines demonstrate that our country’s 
“original sin” of racism continues to impact the 
lives of many Americans, many of them 
Catholic—particularly those who belong to the 
African American, Hispanic/Latino, or Native 
American communities. 
 
There are signs that racism’s legacies remain 
prevalent in many systemic inequalities that have 
deep impact on people of color. The bishops 
write, “Racism can only end if we contend with 
the policies and institutional barriers that 

perpetuate and preserve the inequality—
economic and social—that we still see all around 
us.” 
 
 
“We read the headlines that report the killing of 
unarmed African Americans by law enforcement 
officials. In our prisons, the numbers of inmates 
of color, notably those who are brown and 
black, is grossly disproportionate. Despite the 
great blessings of liberty that this country 
offers, we must admit the plan truth that for 
many of our fellow citizens, who have done 
nothing wrong, interactions with the police are 
often fraught with fear and even danger.” 
    -U.S. bishops, Open Wide Our Hearts 
 
 
Within the walls of the Church, many people of 
color have experienced discrimination and 
outright racism. Leadership has been lacking. 
The bishops write, “All too often, leaders of the 
Church have remained silent about the horrific 
violence and other racial injustices perpetuated 
against African Americans and others.” 
Reflecting on these realities, the bishops implore 
us to find ways to actively work against the evil 
of racism.  
 
We must seek racial justice within our Church 
and in our country. Let us all allow the Holy 
Spirit to convert our hearts to do the work of 
healing, so we may live authentically in true 
relationship to one another. Let the fruit of this 
conversion be evident in our full celebration and 
integration of ethnic and cultural diversity, which 
is truly a gift from God. 
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How Can I Respond? 
 
1. Listen to and know the stories of our brothers and sisters who have suffered from racism in 

history, and in the present. True and authentic encounter is difficult but worth the effort. Authentic 
relationships require vulnerability, humility, and getting outside of your comfort zones. For some, 
this will mean actively seeking opportunities to engage with people of diverse backgrounds. For 
others, this might mean raising your voice or sharing your story. Through authentic engagement we 
bring together diverse perspectives and experiences which honor the fullness of God’s plan. 

 
2. Work to address both individual and systemic racism. Racism can be individual, when persons fail 

to recognize certain groups as created in the image of God and equal in dignity, or it can be systemic, 
where practices or policies are upheld that treat certain groups of people unjustly. These systems are 
often perpetuated due to the silence or unawareness of many. Commit to learning more about racism 
and employment, housing, wealth, education, criminal justice, and voting—and then get involved in 
diocesan, parish or community efforts to pray and work for conversion of both hearts and systems. 

 
3. Think about what you can do, wherever you are. Commit to raising your awareness in whatever 

situations you find yourself. 
a. As people of faith, we can intentionally work to create spaces of welcome and 
opportunities for encounter. Create opportunities for sharing of stories and learn how 
racism impacts our communities. Regularly think about whose voices may be missing as 
leaders and volunteers in parish ministry. In parishes and schools, educators can use 
activities from usccb.org/racism to integrate content on the pastoral letter into their 
lessons. 
b. In your family, think about who you socialize with on a regular basis. Intentionally 
create opportunities to interact with those you may not run into over the normal course of 
your week. Where in your community do you see diverse groups of people come together? 
Parents: talk with your children about race. Continuing to talk with them about everyone’s 
human dignity and the pain of racism in our country will help form them to respect the 
dignity of all. Find prayers for children at usccb.org/racism. 
c. At school or work, ask: How you can learn more about other cultures? What resources 
are available to you? If there are others who are treated differently because of their race, 
speak up. Think about what you might do if you hear someone make disparaging remarks 
about a classmate or coworker. How can you be ready to respond? 

 
4. As individuals and communities of faith, examine your conscience. We all must ask ourselves: 

Where have I not lived as an example of Christ’s love? Where have my attitudes or perceptions 
caused me to devalue persons of other cultures or ethnicities? When have I been unnecessarily 
suspicious or allowed a preconceived notion to overshadow the human nature of another? When 
have I seen the “other” instead of welcoming an opportunity to listen to the story of that person’s life, 
struggles, or joys? 

 
For More Information 
Read the new pastoral letter, Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love and then talk with others 
about how your community can respond to the bishops’ invitation in the pastoral letter. USCCB 
resources against racism are at usccb.org/racism. 
 
Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or 
in part without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this notice. 
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