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Let your   
 

be like the good soil. Hear Gods word, 
receive it and bear fruit  

a hundred fold. 

St. Lambert Parish 
Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord 

    Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    July 12, 2020 

Parable of the Sower 

Matthew 13:1-8 



 

Thank you for your continued support through 
these difficult times! Our online giving partner is 

GiveCentral, and the donations you make through 
GiveCentral come directly to the St. Lambert 

account. A nominal service fee is charged to the 
parish for each individual transaction. See all 

collection fund options on our GiveCentral home 
page at: givecentral.org/location/204  

 
Or donations can be made by using your bank 

account as a bill payment. It can be scheduled in 
advance to occur on a recurring basis or as an 

individual one time donation. There is no charge to 
the parish or to you to utilize this service. If you 
have any questions, please email or call Debbie.  

 
Sunday Offertory Collection 
 

July 3-10, 2020 
Envelopes:  $5,510.00 
Loose:         138.50 
GiveCentral:       1,703.00 
Total:  $7,351.50 

 
Extraordinary Donations: $368.00 

 
Thank you for your continued support!    

For Online Giving go to: www.givecentral.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA (1656-1680) 
 
 Though the New York State Thruway runs close by 
the North American Martyrs’ Shrine, traffic’s roar never 
pierces the peace enveloping Auriesville—Ossernon to 
Native Americans—in the lovely Mohawk Valley, where 
Kateri Tekakwitha was born barely ten years after the 
martyrdom of Isaac Jogues and his Jesuit and lay 
companions. Daughter of a Christian Algonquin mother 
and non-Christian Mohawk chief, Kateri’s parents died 
in a smallpox epidemic widely blamed on the 
missionaries.  
 
 Moreover, many Native Americans had 
experienced exploitation at the hands of “Christian” 
traders and trappers, further discrediting the faith Kateri 
embraced in baptism, then pledged to live even more 
intensely in vowed virginity. Misunderstanding led to 
harassment, prompting her move to a Christian village 
farther north along the Saint Lawrence River. Despite 
this, Kateri’s faith remained undaunted, her selfless 
charity undiminished. Both before and after her death 
at twenty-four, this young “Lily of the Mohawks” drew 
countless converts to Christ by the fragrance of her 
goodness. Through us, does “the aroma of Christ” (2 
Corinthians 2:15), attract others to the beauty of his 
gospel? 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
  Mt 10:34 — 11:1 
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15;  
  Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab, 15-
  21; Mt 11:28-30 
Friday:  Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 
  16; Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16;  
  Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 [24-30] 
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Renew My Church: What is it? Why are we doing it? 
 
Our parish, like all parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago, is participating in an effort of renewal. Some may 
ask, “why now?” since we have just reopened, there is still a great deal of concern for people’s well-being and 
we are focused on healing the racial injustice in our city and country. The most honest answer I can offer is 
that the opportunity for renewal is ever-present and is perhaps more important 
now than ever.  
 
When we look at the signs of the time, what do we see? A culture more 
ambivalent toward religion; declining faith participation of younger generations; 
Mass attendance in our archdiocese that has decreased by 27% over the past 
20 years; across the U.S., 2 in 5 children baptized are not confirmed; and, 85% 
of children that are confirmed stop practicing their faith by age 21. In many 
quarters of our society, Christian morality, once the norm, is pushed aside. The 
consequences are all around us: breakdown of families, disregard for innocent 
life and human dignity, violence in our communities, addictions, depression, 
loneliness and despair. For many of us, we see this in our own families and 
neighborhoods, brokenness and separation from the life of Jesus Christ. 
 
Now, consider the actual words, “renew my church.”  
 
What a wonderful gift we have as Jesus invites us to renew His Church. The Lord of the universe speaks 
these words to us just as he spoke them to the saints before us. Finally, we have the word Church. It seems 
like a tall order to renew the Church. Isn’t that someone else’s job? Our own little parish, maybe. But the 
whole Church? Yes. And we will, because renewal always, always, always begins within our own hearts. 
 
To be clear, Renew My Church is much bigger than anything we’ve ever done in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
It is a faithful response to Christ’s call to renew His Church, a journey that is both spiritual (to re-encounter 
Jesus Christ as disciples and parish communities) and structural (to ensure our parishes have adequate 
resources for vitality).  
 
Through Renew My Church initiatives, the Archdiocese will re-commit our local Church to our gospel 
commission to make disciples, build vital communities of faith and inspire witness to bring the light and hope 
of Christ to a world in need. These mission imperatives guide all that we do in and through the spiritual and 
structural efforts of renewal. 
 
One initiative of Renew My Church is focused on increasing the vitality of our local communities. Cardinal 
Cupich has asked our parish to come together with the other parishes in our grouping to start a process of 
reflection, discernment, and planning to consider how we can collaborate and combine resources so that we 
are better equipped to bring Jesus Christ to the world today. 
 
Let’s acknowledge up front that change is not always easy and renewal can be stressful. For a lot of parishes, 
this renewal means some form of structural change, such as uniting with another parish. For others, it will be 
painful with the closure of a church or school.  
 
But something new is needed. Despite the valiant and beautiful efforts of so many pastors, lay leaders and 
ministry leaders, fewer and fewer people are encountering Jesus and experiencing him in parish community. 
Change we must, and it will involve frank discussions and some hard decisions to help all of our parishes 
invest in new ways of spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
 
Over the course of the year, our parish is going to work with St. Peter (Skokie), St. Martha (Morton Grove),  
St. John Brebeuf (Niles) and St. Isaac Jogues (Niles), as part of a group to discuss, share, pray, and discern 

(Continued on page 4) 

July 12, 2020  Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord Page 3 



  
 On a summer day, with the windows open, we may hear the sound of church 
bells. Bells seem to have come into church life in Irish monasteries around the 
seventh century, and spread around the Christian world by Irish monks on missionary 
journeys. By the eighth century, bells were standard equipment in even small parish 
churches. An ancient ceremony, once called the “baptism of the bells,” recognizes that 
the church bell has a voice to call people to awareness and summon them to worship, 
and even bestows a name on the bell. 

 
 In a world without clocks or watches, the bell had an indispensable role. For calling monks in 
from the fields for prayer, or alerting far-flung visitors, the bell’s voice was enhanced by hoisting it 
high into a tower. Soon it was learned that the sound of several bells clanging together in harmony 
imparted a sense of joy to great celebrations, and bell towers prospered, some chock full of bells. 
Different combinations of rings could indicate a death, a Mass, a wedding, a fast day, the curfew at 
the end of day, and the Angelus. Before electricity, bell-ringing was hard work indeed: the biggest 
bell in the Catholic world, in Cologne, Germany, weighs twenty-seven tons! There’s no substitute for 
the resonant roar of a mighty bell; electric chimes are not eligible for blessing! 
 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

what the best structures and forms of collaboration are to create a sustainable, vibrant and vital Catholic 
presence in our area.  
 
Renewal always begins within our own hearts. As we open our hearts to the renewal process, we will pray the 
special Prayer for Renewal (below) throughout the upcoming months.. I invite you to reflect upon each line of 
this prayer slowly and deliberately. Thousands of people across our Archdiocese and beyond are praying 
these words on behalf of our local Church. Allow this to become your prayer, as well. 
 
Please reach out with any questions and feel free to visit RenewMyChurch.org to learn more about the vision 
for renewal in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
 

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, 
as you spoke to holy men and women 
who have gone before us. 
In every age and in our own time, 
you call to us and say: Renew My Church. 
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us, 
and so enable us 
    to hear you clearly 
    to listen to each other attentively 
    to imagine our future boldly 
    to discern your direction wisely 
    to persevere in your holy will courageously 
    to stay together in charity 
    to surrender our own plans readily 
    to embrace the greater good 
    to hand on your gifts to future generations. 
May we remain in the holy company of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints. 
May their example and presence 
inspire us with patient confidence 
in the work of your grace. 
We ask this of you who live and reign 

(Continued from page 3) 
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alivinggarden.com 



GOD’S WORDS 
 Each day we are bombarded with thousands of words. From the moment our clock radios click on in the 
morning, until the last moment of the day when the television is turned off or someone bids us “good-night,” our 
life is filled with words. Some words that we hear bring news that leaves us feeling low. Some words lift our spirits. 
Many of the words we hear are trying to get us to buy something. Some words are hurtful. Today the Church 
focuses our attention on hearing the word of God. Are God’s words just more of the same—part of the endless 
stream of words that flow into our ears each day? The challenge today is to allow God’s word to inspire us in new 
ways so that our outlook and attitudes align themselves more closely with the heart and mind of Christ Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Wednesday, July 8, 2020 
 
Father Donald Senior, CP 
July 12: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

WORDS HAVE POWER 

Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 
 
The Hebrews believed in the creative power of words. For most of their history, stretching from Moses to 
the time of Jesus, few Jews could read or write, but they knew the power of words. Most of their ways of 
knowing about God’s care for them and learning about the traditions and experiences of their ancestors 
were communicated verbally. That word was transmitted in their gatherings for worship, in listening to 
their Scriptures and in the remembrances of their elders, communicated especially in their homes and in 
their common festivals. 
 
In our day, too, we experience the impact of words. What someone says to us can touch us profoundly: “I 
love you,” “I have tragic news for you,” “You have won the lottery!” 
Respect for the creative power of words is embedded in the Hebrew term for “word” which is “dabar.” It 
can mean either the spoken “word” or “creative action.” The first reading for today from the prophet 
Isaiah is a perfect example of this. 
 
Isaiah proclaims a “word” of the Lord, testifying to the creative power of God’s Word (“dabar”). It is like 
the rain and the snow fall upon the earth, “making it fertile and fruitful … giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater.” That Word is powerful. “The Word that goes forth from my mouth … shall not return 
to me void, but shall do my will, and achieve the end for which I sent it.” 
 
This passage from Isaiah is reminiscent of the dramatic beginning of the Bible, Genesis’ majestic depiction 
of God’s creation of the world. God “speaks” and all the world springs into being — light, the sun, the 
moon and the stars, the waters of the earth, the beauty of the sky, the lush earth, the array of living 
beings on land and sea, and then the human person fashioned in the very image and likeness of God. 
Ultimately, it is all due to the power of God’s Word. 
 
This beautiful passage from Isaiah may have influenced the composer of the magnificent poetry that 
begins John’s Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word,” and that Word descends to the earth and 
becomes flesh and gives life to the world. Thus, the most complete human being, God’s own son, Jesus 



Catholic Charities Volunteer Opportunities 
Are you looking for an opportunity to volunteer? Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago is looking 
for volunteers to serve throughout our more than 150 locations helping improve the lives of the people we 
serve. For more information, visit us at ccofchicagovolunteer.com, 
email volunteer@catholiccharities.net, or call the Volunteer Relations 
department at (312) 655-7322. 

himself, with his healing power and his unconditional love, is the ultimate expression of the power of 
God’s Word. 
 
This conviction about the power of God’s Word is also evident in the other readings for this Sunday. The 
responsorial Psalm 65 echoes Isaiah’s reflection, praising God for his provident care that “waters the 
earth” and “softens it with showers.” “You have crowned the year with your bounty, and your paths 
overflow with a rich harvest.” 
 
The second reading is from Chapter 8 of Romans, one of the most stirring passages of Paul’s letter. Paul is 
a realist and does not shy from the paradox of human suffering. But he is also a tenacious believer in the 
power of God’s Word and Spirit that suffuses all creation; “the sufferings of this present time are as 
nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us.”  The groanings of the present, Paul affirms, are 
not symptoms of death but birth pangs and, through the creative power of God, all the world will “be set 
free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God.” 
 
We find this same spirit of tenacious hope in the power of God’s Word in Jesus’ parable of the sower in 
today’s Gospel reading. This is a parable given prominence in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. 
 
The seed (God’s Word) falls on different types of soil but ultimately effects its creative power, “producing 
fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirty-fold.” The creative power of God’s Word will not be thwarted. 
 
Our collective conversation today is filled with words of doom, animosity and discouragement: an 
unchecked pandemic, widespread unemployment, racial tension, sharp political clashes. Our readings 
today remind us that we as Christians are to be attuned to another way of speaking, another way of 
reading our world — to proclaim God’s Word — a word of healing, compassion, justice and hope. 
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