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‘Master, did you not sow good 
seed in your field? 

Where have the weeds  
come from?’ 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 13:27 
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Sunday Offertory  
Collection 
 
 

July 11-17, 2020 
Envelopes:  $5,195.00  
Loose:         176.00 
GiveCentral:       1,443.00 
Total:  $6,814.00 
 

 

Thank you for your continued support!    
 

For Online Giving go to: www.givecentral.org 

SAINT SHARBEL MAKHLŪF (1828-1898) 
July 24 
 The convenience store owner chatted animatedly in Arabic with 
coworkers, but hardly at all with his American clientele. So soon after 
9/11, he probably figured, with my accent, the less said, the better. That 
changed when an American customer recognized Saint Sharbel’s 
portrait on the wall: “So you’re Lebanese Maronites!” The owner was 
happily incredulous: “You know our saint?” “Not at first,” the customer 
admitted. “But we help the Catholic Near East Welfare Association, and 
their magazine published that picture and called Sharbel the 
‘Paradoxical Artisan of Peace.’ ” “Everyone thinks we’re Muslims,” said 
the owner, “and some of my workers are. Saint Sharbel helps us live 
together in peace!” A hermit for twenty-three years, little is known of 
Sharbel’s life. He died after suffering a stroke while celebrating the 
liturgy. Miracles attributed to his intercession number in the thousands, 
and in war-torn Lebanon, Catholics, Orthodox, and Muslims pray 
together where his incorrupt body is entombed. How lovely if after our 
passing, we too could be remembered for having brought very different 
people to the one God, together in peace. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-
  17, 21, 23; Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8; Mt 
  12:46-50 
Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17;  
  Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-
  11; Mt 13:10-17 
Friday:  Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;  
  Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77,  
  127-130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 [44-
  46] 

COVID-19 Response Update: 
Welcome Volunteers! Catholic Charities focus is food security for those effected most by this pandemic. 

If you’re healthy, able, and willing, and are not in a high risk category according to the CDC, we are in need of people to 
pack food at our pantries and Senior Food and Nutrition Program warehouse, listed below.  Each volunteer will be 
asked to sign a screening tool at the beginning of each day. For more information, visit us at 
ccofchicagovolunteer.com, email volunteer@catholiccharities.net, or call the Volunteer Relations department at  
(312) 655-7322. 
 
Epiphany Parish food distribution: 2524 S Keeler Ave, Chicago, IL 60623 
St. Irenaeus Food Pantry:  207 S Orchard Dr, Park Forest, IL 60466 
Senior Food and Nutrition Program Warehouse: 1965 W Pershing Rd, Chicago, IL 60609 
Lake County Meals on Wheels Delivery Volunteer 
Des Plaines Pantry: 1717 Rand Rd, Des Plaines, IL 60016 
St. Vincent Center Food Pantry: 721 N LaSalle, Chicago , IL 60654 
Casa Catalina: 4537 S Ashland Ave, Chicago, IL 60609 
St. Sabina Food Pantry: 1120 W 79th St, Chicago, IL 60620 
 
Please contact Emily Lewis if you have any questions/ concerns 
at elewis@catholiccharities.net 
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If you are looking for a place to pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle, the 

beautiful Techny Towers Chapel  is now open for 
private worship from 1:00-5:00pm  

Monday-Friday!   
 

Chapel of the Holy Spirit at Techny Towers 
2001 Waukegan Road, Techny (Northbrook) 
(Masks will be necessary, there is a non-contact 

temperature check on entering) 

Dear Parishioner: 
 
IF YOU RECEIVE A CALL FROM SOMEONE CLAIMING TO BE FROM ST. LAMBERT IN  
REGARDS TO CONTACT TRACING, HANG UP IMMEDIATELY AND CONTACT US. AS 
A RULE YOU SHOULD NOT GIVE PERSONAL OR SENSITIVE INFORMATION OVER  
THE PHONE TO ANYONE. THEY  MAY BE SCAMMERS. 
 
We have been made aware of a situation that needs to be clarified. A parishioner  
who attended a funeral mass sometime in June is claiming to have received a call  
making reference to “Contact Tracing.  No one from St. Lambert made such a call. 
 
First and foremost we would never request any personal information from any  
parishioner or any one attending our church nor divulge it. Birth dates, Social Security numbers or  
financial information should never be given out to anyone  over the phone.  There are hundreds of  
scammers who prey on the public to obtain their information and victimize them. 
 
AGAIN, DO NOT GIVE PERSONAL INFORMATION OVER THE PHONE TO  ANYONE CLAIMING TO BE FROM  
ST. LAMBERT AND REFERENCING CONTACT TRACING . IF YOU DO RECEIVE SUCH A CALL, HANG UP 
IMMEDIATELY AND CONTACT US AT SaintLambert@aol.com 
 
We want to make it very clear the we respect your privacy and the information that we are gathering 
through the registration program to attend Mass only asks for name and number of attendees. Those 
that cannot register online are asked for a phone number and/or email to comply with the Archdiocesan 
and Health Department regulations. 
 
The only time we would contact you is if there is a possibility that you may have been exposed to or come 
in contact with someone who has contracted COVID 19 and has attended one of our Masses.  
 
The precautions we are taking and the protocol we follow are intended to minimize the possibility of  
contagion but as we express in this website,  all those attending any service at St. Lambert should  
understand that they assume the risk of contracting COVID-19 any time they enter a public space since no 
amount of precaution can entirely eliminate the risk of infection.  We urge those parishioner that are in 
the vulnerable population and do not yet feel comfortable leaving home, or those who may be  
symptomatic of any contagious illness, to shelter home and take care of themselves. 

If we have no 
peace, it is 
because we 
have 
forgotten that 
we belong to 
each other. 
 
—Mother 
Teresa 



 
 

 
 
Renew My Church: Creating Vibrant Parish Life 
 
Last week we talked about the importance of renewal and the vision of Renew 
My Church. Over the past few months, the pastors from the parishes in our 
grouping, St. Peter (Skokie), St. Martha (Morton Grove), St. John Brebeuf 
(Niles) and St. Isaac Jogues (Niles), (gathered together to begin the process 
of figuring out the best path forward to a sustainable, vibrant and vital Catholic 
presence for our entire area. We have invited leaders from each parish to form 
a Grouping Feedback and Discernment Team (GFDT), made up of the pastor 
(and associate pastor, if applicable) and five people from each parish. Details 
on their selection and responsibilities can be found below.  
 
Creating vibrant parishes requires that we evaluate the business structures 
(how we operate), buildings, facilities, and financial requirements of existing 
parishes to assess where we can more prudently apply our resources to 
support and strengthen key ministry leadership roles, programs and activities. Ultimately, we must be good 
stewards of the gifts we have today to ensure they’re able to support the faith lives of Catholics today and in 
the future. 
 
The GFDT will meet beginning later this summer through the Fall to discuss and prayerfully discern the 
ministerial and operational strengths and challenges of the parishes and schools within our particular 
grouping.  Eventually the team will provide feedback and information about our grouping for archdiocesan 
leadership to review and present recommendations to Cardinal Cupich so he can make final decisions 
regarding potential changes to school and parish structures. 

Along the way, there will be opportunities for everyone in our own parish to learn about the details of those 
conversations, ask questions, and share their own points of view on the strengths and concerns of any 
potential changes. 

Based on the experiences from the first 33 groupings (more than 115 parishes) that have progressed through 
the Renew My Church parish grouping process, it is clear that those on the GFDT are called to exercise 
tremendous leadership through very challenging conversations.  
 
This team is not to be confused with our reopening team, who have dedicated hours to preparing our church 
to reopen in a safe and healthy way for all parishioners. I deeply appreciate the work of both teams to reopen 
our church building and renew our Church.  
 
While the reopening team’s responsibilities are fairly obvious (preparing the church for worship and ensuring 
all parishioners practice safe distancing while inside and directly outside the church), the GFDT team 
warrants further explanation about what it means to be part of the challenging work of renewal.  
 
First, the purpose of our GFDT is to draw close to the Lord as a community of believers from across our 
grouping parishes. We also call upon the Holy Spirit as we prayerfully discern spiritual and structural renewal, 
or more specifically, models of collaborative parish structures that present the most viable scenarios to 
effectively carry out the spiritual renewal and mission of the Church in our area.  
 
Second, the discussions the GFDT will have ultimately result in a feedback summary report submitted to the 
Archdiocese. This feedback will be vital input regarding how our parishes St. Peter (Skokie), St. Martha 
(Morton Grove), St. John Brebeuf (Niles) and St. Isaac Jogues (Niles),  will be structured in the future. 
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GOOD SEEDS 
  
Today Jesus continues to speak to his followers using 
parables. What a rich treasure we are given today in three 
parables about the kingdom of heaven! The kingdom is 
likened to a man sowing good seed in his field, a mustard 
seed, and yeast mixed with flour. As they did last week, 
today the disciples press Jesus for an interpretation of one of 
the parables—the parable of the man sowing good seed. Lest 
we think that these parables are simply amusing little 
anecdotes, Jesus’ interpretation should be seen for what it 
is—a warning. Wailing and grinding of teeth in a fiery 
furnace await those who are children of the evil one. This 

parable points to the struggle for today’s believer. Sometimes, through sin, we sow weeds and prevent the love of 
Christ from blossoming. Let today’s Gospel help put us back on track. Let us recommit ourselves to preparing for 
the last days, the harvest, by blossoming as the good seeds we were created in love to be. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Like you, all those who are part of the team have ideas, concerns, frustrations and hopes about what renewal 
can look like for our local community in the future. As our recent Sunday Gospel reading said, we must be the 
rich soil where seeds can be sown in order to hear with our ears and understand with our hearts. We must 
pray that, above all, we allow the Holy Spirit to guide our thoughts, our words and our actions in this important 
work. 
 
As always, for more information, visit RenewMyChurch.org. 
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Ma� hew 13:24-30, 37-43 

All right reserved. This site is a project of MMBOX PRODUCTION 

Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When 
the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds 
also appeared. 
 
"The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, 
didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did 
the weeds come from?' 
 
"'An enemy did this,' he replied. 
 
"The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull 
them up?' 
 
"'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the 
weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. Let both 
grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell 
the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 
bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring 
it into my barn.” 
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