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     Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    July 26, 2020 

Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord 
St. Lambert Parish 



Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 

July 18-24, 2020 
Envelopes:  $4,239.00 
Loose:        196.75  
GiveCentral:     $1,453.00 
Total:  $5,888.75 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK July 29 
Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;  
  Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 34:2-11; Jn 11:19-27  
  or Lk 10:38-42 
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53 
Friday:  Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-
  58 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-
  34; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18;  
  Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 
 

SAINT MARTHA (first century) 
July 29 
 Whether you find Martha Stewart admirable or annoying, she has the perfect patron saint. Luke describes Martha—
saint, not Stewart—as “burdened with much serving” (Luke 10:40). About Mary, seated, listening to Jesus, Martha 
complained, “Do you not care that my sister has left 
me by myself to do the serving?” Jesus’ response, 
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about 
many things . . . Mary has chosen the better 
part” (10:41, 42), suggests to some the superiority of 
the contemplative life, leaving the rest of us, 
supporting families, earning livings, (helping 
others?), as second-class Christians. But Luke 
introduces Martha and Mary immediately after Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan, whom Jesus 
recommends as a model of practical compassion, 
concluding, “Go and do likewise” (10:37). Go and 
do! Sit and listen! Discipleship is never either/or but 
both/and. Jesus ministered in prayerful silence and 
hospitable service. Monastic calendars add Martha’s 
sister, Mary, and brother, Lazarus, calling all three 
“hosts of the Lord,” recalling their welcome of Jesus 
to their home in Bethany, reminding us Whom we 
welcome whenever we extend summertime 
hospitality! 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Thank you for your continued support through these difficult times! Our 
online giving partner is GiveCentral, and the donations you make through 
GiveCentral come directly to the St. Lambert account. A nominal service 

fee is charged to the parish for each individual transaction. See all 
collection fund options on our GiveCentral home page at:  

givecentral.org/location/204  
 

Or donations can be made by using your bank account as a bill payment. It 
can be scheduled in advance to occur on a recurring basis or as an 

individual one time donation. There is no charge to the parish or to you to 
utilize this service. If you have any questions, please email or call Debbie.  
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Matthew 13:45-46 
 
Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a 
merchant looking 
for fine pearls. 
When he found one 
of great value, he 
went away and sold 
everything he had 
and bought it.  

     Parable of the Pearl 

Thank You!! 



 
 

 
Renew My Church: Our Own Discipleship 
 
 We have a mission:  

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations… Teach them to 
carry out everything I have commanded you and know that I am with 
you always, until the end of the world” (Mt 28:19-20).  

 
 
This is the Great Commission that Christ gave His apostles. And He 
gives us this mission today as something to accomplish together. An 
important element to achieving our mission is understanding what 
we’re facing today. 
 
In an earlier article, I noted some of the reasons why renewal is 
needed, not the least of which is a steady decline in faith practices that 
stretches back decades. There are many issues that people cite as a 
catalyst for leaving the Church or lapsing in their faith. The pain and 
suffering of the abuse crisis and failure in leadership amongst some has been reason enough for some to 
walk away or refrain from (re)entering. There are also the age-old allurements and noon-day devils that cause 
people to drift away from the faith of their youth. And there are also issues and challenges of a personal 
nature that only God can see within people’s hearts. 
 
But there are also people that leave the Church not because they reject her teachings or doctrines or even 
because of the scandals – they leave because they want more than what they’re experiencing. In some way, 
they doubt that Jesus is present within their own parish. For those of us who know and love and serve our 
Lord present in the sacraments, this may be difficult to get our minds or hearts around. But it’s a reality for 
some. 
 
With that in mind, I ask you to consider the following questions: Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ? What does 
it mean to be His disciple? Is there anything holding you back from following Him more closely? Or from 
introducing others to Him? What is your relationship with the parish community? How do you strengthen the 
larger Catholic community?  
 
It is important to prayerfully discern our own efforts to renew our faith lives and our active participation in the 
life of the Church. In order to strengthen our larger Catholic community, there are three mission imperatives 
that guide the efforts of Renew My Church: 
 
Make Disciples 
We must reflect on how each of us invites others into a personal encounter and lifelong relationship with 
Jesus Christ as disciples in His Church. 
 
Build Community 
Our parish and school communities today face a number of obstacles to vitality—the parishioner bases of 
many parishes are very small; the number of school-aged children in areas has decreased; we have fewer 
priests; many of our parishes are not sustainable to carry on the mission of the Church; and many parishes 
and schools have deferred maintenance for many years, resulting in unaffordable capital needs.  
 
We must ensure our communities have enough resources to carry out our mission. But we also recognize 

(Continued on page 4) 
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resourcing alone does not address all of our challenges. Parish and school communities that are well-
resourced and vibrant today still face significant challenges because of the changes in society. That is why 
we need a spiritual renewal at the foundation of all we do. 
 
Inspire Witness 
In keeping with the urging of the Second Vatican Council, Pope Francis calls the Church to go out into the 
world as a field hospital to bring healing to a world torn by division, violence, racism, poverty and to promote 
respect for human dignity and life. 
 
What does this have to do with your personal role in Renew My Church? Take that question to prayer and as 
Jesus reminds us that “the mustard seed is the smallest of all plants yet the largest bush when full grown” so, 
too, will He give you a clear role in the renewal of His Church. 

(Continued from page 3) 

A SHARE IN GOD’S KINGDOM 
 Today concludes a three-week series 
of Gospel texts in which we have listened 
to a total of seven parables about the 
Kingdom. The believer is asked to 
consider the request that God made of 
Solomon in today’s first reading: “Ask 
something of me and I will give it to 
you” (1 Kings 3:5). Today’s parables 
about the treasure buried in the field and 
the pearl of great price should prompt us 
to answer, “A share in your kingdom, O 
God!” Today we discover that the 
kingdom of God is beyond value, a 
priceless treasure. Unfortunately, our 
culture bombards us with things that it 
believes are priceless treasures—the 
bigger and better SUVs, anti-aging and 
anti-balding creams and salves, miracle 
diets, and so much more. Having a share 
in God’s kingdom and helping to bring 
about that kingdom are the greatest 
treasures that we can ever hope to gain. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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