
The foreigners who join themselves to the Lord… 
I will bring to my holy mountain… 
For my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 
 

Isaiah 56:6,7 
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Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
August 7 - Aug. 14, 2020 
Envelopes:  $5,997.25 
Loose:                     249.01 
GiveCentral:    1,270.00 
Total:   $7,516.26 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Your donation can come directly to the parish in two ways… 
 

1. Online, using our GiveCentral home page at: 
givecentral.org/location/204 

(There is a small fee for each transaction to the parish) 
 

2. Or donations can be made by using your bank account as a 
 bill payment. It can be scheduled in advance to occur on a  

recurring basis or as an individual one time donation.  
There is no charge to the parish or to you to utilize this service. 

 
If you have any questions, please email or call Debbie. 

Rectory:  
8148 N Karlov Avenue  
Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone: (847) 673-5090 
 
E-mail: saintlambert@aol.com 
      
Sunday Masses: (5 pm Sat)  
8am, 10am, 12pm 
  
Confessions: Saturday at 3:30 pm 
 
Pastor: Rev. Richard Simon  
 
Rev. Know-it-all:  
reverendknow-itall.blogspot.com 
  
Deacon:  Mr. Chick O’Leary 
  
Music Director:  
Mr. Steven Folkers 
 
 
Office Staff:   
Debbie Morales-Garcia 
debbie.stlambert.@aol.com. 
 
Religious Education:  
Gina Roxas 
youthchurchred@gmail.com 
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Website: www.StLambert.org 
 

WHY PRAY? 
 The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them, the “Gentiles” as Paul calls them, 
or the “Canaanites” as Matthew calls them are called to worship the one 
true God in prayer. As we listen to today’s readings, perhaps we are 
tempted to ask: Why pray? The question is rhetorical; it is tantamount to 
asking why should friends talk to one another or people in love kiss one 
another. Prayer is a way of relating to God, a way of talking to God. The 
apostles had the opportunity to talk to Jesus in the flesh. We have the 
opportunity to talk to Jesus Christ in prayer. Our relationship with him must 
be enthusiastic; it cannot be faint-hearted. John Donne, a fifteenth-century 
poet, knew what the qualities of good prayer were. Donne asks God to 
treat him differently from most Christians. The poet does not want God 
to merely “knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend,” but also to “break, 
blow, burn, and make me new” (Holy Sonnets, XIV). 
 It takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to God in prayer. As 
Jesus once said, “Knock and the door will be opened to you” (Matthew 
7:7). It may take pounding the door down, but if we are as persistent as 
the woman in today’s Gospel, the results will follow. 
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Observe what is right, do what is just; for my salvation is about to come,  
 my justice, about to be revealed.  

— Isaiah 56:1 
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Friends: 
 
I need to make a small correction to my last article. In last week’s bulletin I 
wrote, “I suspect there will be two kinds of people in the Church in America 
when this is over, those who found they could not live with the Holy Eucharist, 
and those who did just fine without it.” Of course I meant to say, “could not 
live WITHOUT the Holy Eucharist.” 
 
I am not alone in such proof reading errors.  Have you ever heard of the 
wicked Bile? True story. The Wicked Bible was an edition of the King James Bible published in 1631. In it 
there is a serious mistake.  In the 10 Commandments the word “not” was omitted in the commandment 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery” it read, “Thou shalt commit adultery”. This mistake proved very 
popular. Nonetheless the publishers were fined £300, about $100,000 US. 
 
 
Maximizing our asset part 2 (continued from last week) 
 
So what then is the business of the church? Simple! I believe it is threefold: Evangelism,  
Catechesis and Worship.  Let me translate those into English. 
 
1) Evangelism. The Greek word means a royal proclamation of good news. And what, you may ask, is the 
good news? Jesus of Nazareth conquered death by rising from the tomb and you can know Him as a living 
person! The best definition of evangelism I ever heard was "to bring people to a saving knowledge of 
Christ." not simply a theological, philosophical or historical knowledge of the Lord, but an encounter with 
Him risen and alive. In short the first purpose of the church is to help people meet Jesus. 
 
2) Catechesis. Now that you know the Lord, It's time to get to know all about him. We usually do this 
backwards. We teach children about the Lord who have never met the Lord. This is why most religion 
programs are bone-numbingly boring. Catechesis is the same thing, I think, as discipleship. It is to become 
a student of Christ allowing him to change the way we define everything, to change the way we live. 
 
3) Worship. What's all this business about worship? Does the Lord have self- esteem issues? I don't think 
so. To worship is to fall in love. There is no worship like the starry eyed devotion with which two young 
people in love gaze at one another. God wants us to fall in love with Him because he has fallen in love 
with us. Remember that the Latin word Sacrament means "Oath to the death" It was an oath of 
allegiance to the king or an oath between lovers. It was a most sacred and inviolable thing. The life of the 
sacraments is our continuing pledge of love for God and God's love for us. To worship is to fall in love. 
 
So there you have it evangelism, catechesis and worship. To meet Christ, to learn all about Christ (and His 
Bride, the Church). To spend a life here and an eternity there, loving Him and being loved by Him. Pretty 
simple religion, no? 
 
So if that's our business, what are our assets?  You'll have to wait a little bit for that 
 
(to be continued....) 



 
 

Renew My Church: Our Grouping Process Timeline  
 
Creating vibrant parishes requires that we evaluate the business structures (how we operate), buildings, facilities, 
and financial requirements of existing parishes to assess where we can more prudently apply our resources to 
support and strengthen key ministry leadership roles, programs and activities. Ultimately, we must be good 
stewards of the gifts we have today to ensure they’re able to support the faith lives of Catholics both today and in 
the future. 

To that end, the Grouping Feedback & Discernment Team will meet from now through the Fall to discuss and 
prayerfully discern the ministerial and operational strengths and challenges of the parishes and schools within our 
particular grouping.  Eventually the team will provide feedback and information about its grouping for 
archdiocesan leadership to review and present recommendations to Cardinal Cupich so he can make final 
decisions regarding potential changes to school and parish structures. 

Along the way, there will be opportunities for everyone in our own parish to learn about the details of those 
conversations, ask questions, and share their own points of view on the strengths and concerns of any potential 
changes. 

The Schedule of Meetings to be announced…… 

 

Renew My Church: The San Damiano Cross Keeps Our Focus 

The story of St. Francis hearing Jesus call to him from the San Damiano cross. 
Praying before this icon of our Lord, St. Francis of Assisi heard Jesus call to him: 
“Go repair my Church, which, as you see, is falling completely into ruin.”  

At first, St. Francis initially took this to mean he was to repair the church buildings 
of San Damiano. However, he eventually discerned that Jesus was calling him to 
rebuild the spiritual life and vitality of the entire earthly Church. Likewise, we must 
see that the future of the Catholic Church is bigger than any of our parish buildings. 

This icon of Jesus helps us remain focused on three very important realities as we 
renew our faith lives, parishes and the archdiocese: 

It portrays Jesus speaking to us even though he is dying, which serves as a reminder 
that we need not be afraid to take up this work even if it costs us something, for Jesus is with us always. 

 
Jesus is surrounded by others, highlighting the fact that, as we take up the challenge of renewal, our unity should 

not be diminished but strengthened.  

Jesus is also featured as the Risen One at the top of the cross – a sign of hope to us that in this renewal, which will 
require us to die to ourselves and familiar patterns, Jesus is offering us new life and vitality for the future. 

Allow the image of St. Francis hearing Christ call to him from the San Damiano cross to guide your own prayer 
for Renew My Church as we take up the work of renewal together. 
 
As always, for more information, visit RenewMyChurch.org. 
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SAINT PIUS X (1835-1914) 
August 21 
 
 Presidential vetoes we understand. But imagine 
vetoing a papal election! Yet in the conclave of 1903, the 
Archbishop of Cracow (ironically, a predecessor in that 
office of Karol Wojtyla, the future John Paul II) vetoed the 
leading candidate on the order of the Austro-Hungarian 
emperor. Instead, the cardinals elected Giuseppe Sarto of 
Venice as Pius X, the first pope, after a succession of 
nobles and diplomats, to hail from humble origins. Nor did 
the papacy alter his endearing simplicity. Tailors eventually 
made his cassock cuffs detachable because he 
absentmindedly wiped his fountain pen on them, forgetting 
that his old black cassock had been replaced by papal 
white! Taking as his motto “To restore all things in 
Christ” (Ephesians 1:10),  
 
Pius condemned the theological innovations called 
“modernism,” yet dramatically altered the then-common 
practice whereby people rarely received Communion for 
fear of unworthiness, mandating early First Communion 
and urging everyone to frequent reception. Refusing to 
bless troops assembled in Saint Peter’s Square—“I bless 
peace, not war!”—he died brokenhearted as World War I 
engulfed Christian Europe despite his peacemaking efforts. 
 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab;  
  Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;  
  Mt 22:1-14 
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab,  
  10-14; Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23;  
  Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8;  
  Rom 11:33-36;  
  Mt 16:13-20 
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