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Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord 

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” 

 
Matthew 18:20 

   St. Lambert Parish 
    Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    September 6, 2020 



SAINT PETER CLAVER (1581-1654) 
September 9 
 Nearly two hundred years before the Declaration 
of Independence proclaimed “that all men are created 
equal,” two hundred fifty years before the Emancipation 
Proclamation mandated an end to slavery, three hundred 
fifty years before Martin Luther King’s “I Have a 
Dream,” and four hundred years before the election of an 
American president boasting African heritage, Peter 
Claver left his native Spain behind to volunteer for the 
Jesuit missions in Colombia. There, he was horrified 
both by slavery as an institution and by the inhuman 
brutality inflicted upon the slaves. He solemnly vowed to 
become “the slave of the slaves,” and lived that vow 
heroically for close to forty years. Not knowing their 
language, Peter began his ministry among the slaves by 
using the universal language of practical charity, 
providing medical care and a tangible though wordless 

assertion of their human dignity: “We spoke to them not with words but with our hands, kneeling beside them, 
bathing their faces and bodies, encouraging them with friendly gestures” (see Liturgy of the Hours, Volume 4, p. 
2018). Then came evangelization and baptism. Holiness as human wholeness: Peter Claver’s enduring witness. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 
“The whole company of Saints bears witness to the unfailing truth that  

   without Real effort, no one wins the crown.” 
 –St. Peter Claver 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11,  
               or, for Labor Day, any readings from the 
  Mass “For the Blessings of Human  
  Labor,”  nos. 907-911 
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;  
              Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17;  
  Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 
  23-24; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday:      1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12;  
  Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;  
  Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Sir 27:30 — 28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
  Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35 

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 

Aug. 29 – Sept. 4, 2020 
Envelopes:   $5,156.00 
Loose:          117.00 
GiveCentral:        1,318.00 
Total:                 $6,591.00 
 

Extraordinary Donations:$5,120.00 

  
To make direct donations online, use our GiveCentral home page at:  

givecentral.org/location/204  
(There is a small fee for each transaction to the parish)  

 
For other direct forms of giving, please contact Debbie. 
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A MESSAGE OF LOVE 
 In the final verses of today’s Gospel reading Jesus says that when 
two or three are gathered in his name, “there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20). So we understand that fraternal correction is 
always undertaken with Jesus present to us.  
 Likewise, encouraging the good in others is not only the right thing for us to do, it is a necessity. The Lord 
tells the prophet Ezekiel that if he “does not speak out” to dissuade a person from evil, then he too will be held 
responsible. 
 We live in a “do your own thing” age when moral objectivity is often ignored. Clearly when the message 
we share with others is one of love, our motives cannot ever be misinterpreted. As St. Paul writes, “Love does 
no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10). Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Friends: 
 
I can't resist a brief side trip into the history of auxiliary bishops and the way 
bishops were chosen. They have become strangely intertwined in recent history. 
 
First, how were bishops chosen in times past? Not by the pope. The priests, 
deacons and people of the local church, the local dictator, monarch or emperor or 
whatever power happened to rule chose the local bishop. The pope could veto 
the choice, but don't forget that until very recent times, communications were 
pretty slow. The local authority nominated a bishop, and if he were satisfactory to the bishops of the 
neighboring dioceses, they would ordain him. In the earliest days of the Church, the congregation, 
especially presbyters and deacons nominated the bishops. The pope in faraway Rome didn't usually hear 
about who had just been made bishop of wherever. It was a pretty much a local process. 
 
Things changed in 1871. The Italian revolution had just ended the rule of the pope in central Italy, where 
the pope did appoint bishops, since he was also the local monarch. When Italy was finally united, King 
Victor Emmanuel gave the pope the right to appoint all the bishops of Italy. A similar thing happened in 
France in 1905 and this pretty much became the rule in Europe in the early 20th century except in Spain 
and Portugal. I have no idea how it was done in missionary territories and the Americas. 
 
In 1917, the new code of Canon Law legislated that, at least in the Latin rite of the Roman Catholic Church, 
the pope appoints bishops, unless there is a standing agreement still in effect with a country's 
government. Vatican Two (1962–1965), declared that the right to appoint bishops “belongs per se” 
exclusively to Church authority, but the Council Fathers politely requested that civil authorities who still 
had the right to appoint bishops renounce those rights. At this writing I think it is only Communist China 
that still appoints Catholic Bishops for the Latin rite.  
 
Surprise, surprise! This business of popes appointing bishops is a rather new thing. Who knew? There has 
always been collaboration between church authorities, local Catholics and civil authorities in the 
appointment of bishops until recently. There is still a nod given to the voice of the people in the 
process.  Nowadays something called a turna is passed around in a diocese asking for suggestions for the 
nomination of an auxiliary bishop, which brings us to the next topic: Auxiliary bishops.  
 
What's that all about? That will have to wait until next week. 
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Be Pro-life! 
#ProlifeBridge in Lombard Sat., 9/5 from  
11am to 1pm! 
Join this pro-life bridge event and reach tens of 
thousands of people by displaying the bold pro-life 
message: “Abortion takes a human life.” 

WHEN: Saturday, September 5 from 11:00am 
 to 1:00 pm 

WHERE: 500 Grove Ln, Lombard, IL 60148 
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/
events/339776977223708/ 

#ProlifeBridge in Naperville on Labor Day! 
Join this pro-life bridge event and reach tens of 
thousands of people by displaying the bold pro-life 
message: “Abortion takes a human life.” 

WHEN: Monday, September 7 from 11:00 am 
 to 1:00 pm 

WHERE: Mill Street over I-88 
PARK: Park near 298 W Diehl Road, 

 Naperville, IL 
WEBSITE: https://www.facebook.com/events/s/the-overpass-project/609177706656471/ 

 
National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children 
The Pro-life Action League, Priests for Life, and Citizens for a Pro-Life Society will organize with 
local pro-life leaders across the nation to have religious services to provide a space to honor our 
aborted brothers and sisters at gravesites of abortion victims, memorials for abortion victims, and 
other locations. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 12 
WHERE: Locations nationwide (see website, scroll down to Illinois) 

WEBSITE: http://abortionmemorials.com/sites.php 

 

 

This year, due to the pandemic caused by the Corona virus, it was not possible to take up the Good 
Friday Collection dedicated to supporting Christians living in the Land of Jesus. 

This is why Pope Francis has accepted the request to move this gesture of sharing that concerns 
the whole Church to the 13th of September. 

On that weekend we will set up a separate receptacle for this collection. 

2020 Good Friday Collection 
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God in Heaven 

Hear my prayer. 

Keep me in 

Thy loving care. 

Be my guide in all I do. 

Bless all those who  

love me too. 

Amen. 
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