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The feast is ready,The feast is ready,The feast is ready,   
         but those who were but those who were but those who were    
                  invited were not invited were not invited were not    
                                                worthy to worthy to worthy to    
                                                      comecomecome...   

MT 22:8 
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SAINT TERESA OF JESUS (1515-1582) 
October 15 
 Let nothing disturb you; let nothing frighten you. 
Gifted with a passionate spirit, young Teresa dreamed 
of converting Muslims and becoming a martyr. All 
things are passing; God never changes. But her 
mother’s death when Teresa was fourteen inspired 
lifelong devotion to Our Lady, and Teresa entered the 
Carmelites, Mary’s order, despite her father’s 
objections and her own fragile health. Patience gains 
everything. Initially, she enjoyed her lax convent’s 
sociability and “busyness,” but mystical prayer and 
John of the Cross’s collaboration inspired her to reform 
the Carmelites. Whoever has God, lacks nothing. When 
her ideals encountered resistance and brought 
suffering, she maintained her peace-—and humor. 
Discovered devouring leftovers, she told her mildly 
scandalized nuns, “When I fast, I fast! When I eat, I 
eat!” To nuns demanding less work and more prayer in 
the convent schedule, she retorted: “What we really 
need around here are fewer starry eyes and more 
strong arms!” God alone is enough! The italicized 
sentences here are her “Breviary Bookmark,” the 
simple, profound prayer of Teresa, the first woman 
Doctor of the Church. —Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Maximizing our assets #10 
 
 
I suppose I should get back to 
talking about auxiliary 
bishops. I believe I have 
already explained that a 
bishop must be a bishop of a 
place. When Latin speaking North Africa was 
conquered by anti-Christian forces from the east, a 
lot of extinct dioceses were open to having 
"titular" bishops. Funny true story. One of my 
former episcopal vicars was the bishop of a town 
in Michigan that had once been its own diocese 
until 1937 when it was folded into another diocese. 
This is unusual. Most titular sees are in countries 
where Christianity has almost completely 
vanished. This practice of naming honorary 
bishops of honorary dioceses really got rolling in 
the late 1400's. The only diocese that had extra 
bishops before that was Rome, and this is in order 
to ensure the apostolic succession and to have 
enough ordaining bishops on hand to ensure a 
valid ordination of the bishop of Rome. Even these 
extra Roman bishops were bishops of  Roman 
suburbs. 
 
So let us review. Until 850AD a bishop was 
considered an adulterer if he changed his diocese 
for a better one. That meant if you were a bishop 
you would never be pope. In 850 AD, Marinus the 
First was elected bishop of Rome even though he 
was already the bishop of Caere, a suburb of 
Rome, and even though it was considered a 
scandal. This changed everything. The ice had 
been broken. Now it was possible for a bishop to 
"trade up."  Foreign rulers, influential locals and a 
host of others saw an opportunity to get their man 
in what could be a very useful position. Bishops, 
including the bishop of Rome were elected by 
rioting mobs, local monarchs, Roman emperors, 
holy Roman emperors, and ambitious Roman 
relatives. Finally the system was reformed and the 
pope was elected only by the pastors of the more 
important Roman parish churches beginning in 
1059. These pastors were called Cardinals. This 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday:    Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31 — 5:1; Ps 113:1b-        
        5a, 6-7; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday:    Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-48;  
        Lk 11:37-41 
Wed:       Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1-6; Lk 11:47-54 
Friday:      Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13;  
                   Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-7; Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday:    Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10;  
      1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 

system wasn't perfect by any means, but it was 
better than dragging out canons and crossbows. 
As time went on, the cardinals became an 
international group with more and more bishops 
getting named honorary pastors of the cardinal 
churches of Rome. I suspect this was done to 
make foreign rulers happy and, in certain cases, to 
make the pope's hungry relatives happy. 
Eventually election of the bishop of Rome was 
limited to cardinals, who usually picked one of 
their own. This system, more or less, has remained 
in place until the present. 
 
So if I wanted to be pope in this day and age, how 
would I go about it? The first thing is to become a 
priest. It helps to be smart. If you are smart and 
attract the attention of your professors, your local 
bishop might just send you to Rome to study 
where you just might rub elbows with the great 
and powerful in the business of religion. This isn't 
absolutely necessary, but you have to be 
noteworthy for some reason or another. Happily 
these days, being a hard worker, fairly pious and 
committed to the work of the church, especially 
among the poor, is another way to get noticed. 
You get ordained, keep your nose clean, and do 
good work in one place or another and you might 
just get nominated to be a bishop. When a diocese 
needs an auxiliary bishop, inquiries are made with 
the clergy and prominent faithful. Names are 
surfaced and investigated and the local bishop 
submits a recommendation for three candidates 
called a terna, a request for an auxiliary bishop. He 
sends that terna to the pope's local 
representative, the apostolic nuncio. Then, the 
nuncio investigates the priests recommended on 
it and sends the names to Rome with a thorough 
report and his own recommendations. Then the 
pope, advised by the Congregation for Bishops in 
Rome approves and, voila! You're a bishop! When 
a diocese needs a bishop, the usual thing is to ask 
the local bishops for a recommendation from 
among auxiliaries serving anywhere in a given 
area, not usually from the diocese which needs 
the bishop. The pope, again with the help of the 
Congregation for Bishops, makes the decision. 
Voila, now you're what is called an 'ordinary", the 

main bishop in a diocese. You usually get a starter 
diocese somewhere in the middle of nowhere and 
if you distinguish yourself, you are moved up to a 
bigger diocese, perhaps even an archdiocese. 
Some dioceses usually have their bishops made 
cardinal automatically though that is not the 
pattern these days. Finally, when the pope dies, if 
you're a cardinal, you go to Rome and elect a pope 
which just might be you!  So priest gets noticed, 
becomes auxiliary who gets noticed, who 
becomes "ordinary" of a diocese, then of a bigger 
diocese, then perhaps cardinal, and then pope. It's 
a better system than rioting in front of St. John 
Lateran in Rome as has been done in the past. Still 
it has some drawbacks....More later. 
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Palatine March for Life 
Join pro-lifers as we stand for life in Palatine, 
Illinois! 
 
WHEN: Saturday, October 17 
WHERE: Rita L Mullins Plaza  
      near 500 N Hicks Rd, Palatine, IL 
WEBSITE:  
      https://northwestfamiliesforlife.weebly.com/ 



GOD REVEALED TO THE NATIONS 
 What wonderful images we have 
today of the reign of God! Isaiah speaks 
to us of a great feast—a heavenly feast—a 
feast of abundance with rich foods and 
choice wines. It is the Lord’s own affair, 
Isaiah explains, when God will unite all 
nations, dry every tear, and destroy death 
forever. Then, too, will the entire earth 
rejoice in the Lord and bask in God’s 
saving grace. 
 Jesus speaks of heaven in terms of a 
feast as well. Here, the kingdom of 
heaven is likened to a king’s wedding 
feast given for his son. This is a feast of 
abundance also, with the fattened cattle 
prepared just so. But many of the people 

invited don’t 
want to come, 
so the king 
invites anyone 
who would 
honor his son 
by their 
presence there. 
And Paul tells 
us that whether 

we live abundantly or in humble 
circumstances, we can do all things in the 
Lord who strengthens us. 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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The parable of the wedding feast  
Jesus told another parable, which was about a wedding feast 
the King prepared for his son.  The King sent his servants to 
inform the guest of the wedding that the feast is ready. But 
the people invited to the wedding did not care about it and 
they just went away. Other invited people hurt the king's 
servants and killed them. The king was so angry he destroyed 
and burned their cities. Then, the king ordered his servants 
to bring people from the streets, no matter they were good 
or bad. The feast was eventually filled with guests. The king 
noticed a man who was not wearing wedding clothes, he asked 
this man why, but the man did not answer. The king ordered 
to tie this man up and throw him out of the feast. Then Jesus 
said, "Many are invited but few are chosen". 
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World Mission Sunday is Next 
Week 
 
On October 18, we join with the 
universal Church to celebrate World 
Mission Sunday. Amid a global 
pandemic that continues to impact 
people of all walks of life, we as a 
faith community come together in 
prayer and solidarity to actively 
participate in the mission of Jesus 
Christ. That mission calls us out of 
ourselves, to love God and our 
neighbor.  
 
The annual World Mission Sunday 
second collection, for the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, 
provides critical support to 
communities of faith in the most 
economically disadvantaged regions 
of our world. Working with limited 

means, these local churches bear witness to the Gospel amid poverty and turmoil, addressing all forms 
of material and spiritual need. 

This collection serves: 

• Approximately 75 percent supports efforts of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith to help 
sustain over 1,000 mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Pacific Islands. 

• Nearly 10 percent supports the work of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association to alleviate 
poverty, foster Christian unity and promote interreligious dialogue in the Middle East, Northeast 
Africa, India and Eastern Europe. 

• About 15 percent supports the operations of the Mission Office of the Archdiocese of Chicago, 
which builds bridges of love and support between global missionaries and members of the Church in 
Chicago. 

In his message for World Mission Sunday this year, Pope Francis states, “The impossibility of gathering 
as a Church to celebrate the Eucharist has led us to share the experience of the many Christian 
communities that cannot celebrate Mass every Sunday.” Let this celebration draw us even closer to our 
brothers and sisters as we accompany them in this unique point in history. If you are able, place a 
donation to support missionaries it in the collection basket, or you can make a donation online at 
WeAreMissionary.org/wms. 
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