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you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you shall name him Jesus 

Rectory:  
8148 N Karlov Avenue  
Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone: (847) 673-5090 
 
E-mail: saintlambert@aol.com 
      
Sunday Masses: (5 pm Sat)  
8am, 10am, 12pm 
 
Confessions:  
Saturday at 3:30 pm 

Pastor:  
Rev. Richard Simon  
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reverendknow-itall. 
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Deacon:  Mr. Chick O’Leary 
  
Music Director:  
Mr. Steven Folkers 

Office Staff:   
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debbie.stlambert@aol.com 
 
Religious Education:  
Gina Roxas 
youthchurchred@ 
gmail.com 

 
St. Lambert Parish -  
Skokie, IL 

Website: www.StLambert.org 
 
Baptisms:  
Third Sundays of the month 
at 1:30 pm. For guidelines 
and more information please 
speak to Deacon Chick after 
mass.  
 
To Register as a Parishioner:  
Go to stlambert.org under 
 “About Us”   
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Parish 2021 Calendars will be  
available in the vestibule. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please maintain social distancing 
when you help yourself to a copy. 
You may also pick up a calendar at 

Haben Funeral Home 
8057 Niles Center Rd. in Skokie. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66 
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79 
Friday: Vigil:  Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;  
  Mt 1:1-25[18-25] 
  Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
  Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
  Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or Hb 
  11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40] 

Sunday Offertory Collection Current as of 12/16/20 
 
 

December 7-13, 2020 
Envelopes:         $4,194.00 
Loose:          296.00 
Mail In:        785.00 
GiveCentral:        1,405.00 
Total:                 $6,680.00 
 
 

Christmas Donations: $220.00  
 
 
Retirement Fund for Religious: $300.00 
 
 
Immaculate Conception $480.00, Mail In: 90.00 
          

Thank you for your continued support!  
 

The only 2 other ways your donation can come Directly to the  
parish are….  

 
1. Online, using our GiveCentral home page at:  

givecentral.org/location/204  
There is a small fee for each transaction to the parish. 

 
2. Or donations can be made by using your bank account as a bill  
payment. It can be scheduled in advance to occur on a recurring  

basis or as an individual one time donation.  
There is no charge to the parish or to you to utilize this service.  

 
If you have any questions, please email or call Debbie.  

https://soundcloud.com/relevantradio/
the-greatest-christmas-gift 



      The Obedience of Mary 
 

    TAKEN FROM THE GLORIES OF MARY 
               by Saint Alphonsus Liguori with Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur, 1931 
 
        When the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary God's great designs upon her, she,  
             through love for obedience, would only call herself a handmaid: Behold the 
  handmaid of the Lord. [Luke 1:38] "Yes," says St. Thomas of Villanova, "for this faithful  
           handmaid never, in either thought or word or deed, contradicted the Most High; but entirely      
 despoiled of her own will, she lived always and in all things obedient to that of God." She  
herself declared that God was pleased with her obedience, when she said, He hath regarded the humility 
of His handmaid, for in prompt obedience it is that the humility of a servant, properly speaking consists. 
St. Irenreus says that, by her obedience the Divine Mother repaired the evil done by Eve's disobedience: 
"As Eve, by her disobedience, caused her own death and that of the whole human race, so did the Virgin 
Mary, by her obedience, become the cause of her own salvation and of that of all mankind." Mary's 
obedience was much more perfect than that of all other Saints; since all men, on account of Original Sin, 
are prone to evil, and find it difficult to do good; but not so the Blessed Virgin. St. Bernardine writes, 
that, "Because Mary was free from Original Sin, she found no obstacle in obeying God; she was like a 
wheel, which was easily turned by every inspiration of the Holy Ghost." "Hence," continues the same 
Saint, "her only object in this world was to keep her eyes constantly fixed on God, to discover His will, 
and, when she had found out what He required, to perform it." Of her was said, My soul melted when He 
spoke. [Cant. 5:6] that is, as Richard explains it, "My soul was as metal, liquefied by the fire of love, ready 
to be moulded into any form, according to the Divine will."  
 
Mary well proved how ready she was to obey in all things, in the first place, when, to please God, she 
obeyed even the Roman emperor, and undertook the long journey of at least seventy miles to 
Bethlehem, in the winter, when she was pregnant, and in such poverty that she had to give birth to her 
Son in a stable. She showed equal obedience in undertaking, on the very same night on which she had 
notice of it from St. Joseph, the longer and more difficult journey into Egypt. Here Silveira asks why the 
command to fly into Egypt was given to St. Joseph rather than to the Blessed Virgin, who was to suffer 
the most from it; and he answers, that it was "that Mary might not be deprived of an occasion in which 
to perform an act of obedience, for which she was always most ready."  
 

But above all she showed her heroic obedience when, to obey 
the Divine will, she offered her Son to death; and this with such 
constancy, as St. Anselm and St. Antoninus say, that had 
executioners been wanting, she would have been ready herself 
to have crucified Him. Hence Venerable Bede, explaining our 
Lord's answer to the woman spoken of in the Gospel, who 
exclaimed, Blessed is the womb that bore Thee ...  
Yea rather, blessed are they who hear the word  
of God and keep it, [Luke 11:27] says that Mary was  
indeed blessed in becoming the Mother of God, but  
that she was much more so in always  
loving and obeying the Divine will. 
  
 



St. John of Kanty ~ December 23rd (1390-1473) 
 
 
The people of Olkusz in Bohemia in 1431 had every reason to be 
suspicious of their new pastor. They knew what a Cracow professor 
would think of their small rural town. But even more insulting, their town 
was once again being used as a dumping ground for a priest who was 
"in disgrace." 
 
John had indeed been kicked out of his university position -- unjustly. 
Rivals who resented John's popularity with the students had cooked up 
a false charge against him. John was not even allowed to appear at his 
own hearing or testify in his own defense. So at age 41, he was 
shipped off to be an apprentice pastor. 
 
Certainly no one would have blamed John if he was furious at such 
injustice. However, he was determined that his new parishioners would 
not suffer because of what he happened to him. 
 
But there was no overnight miracle waiting of him in Olkusz. He was 

nervous and afraid of his new responsibilities. And, despite the energy he put into his new job, the 
parishioners remained hostile. But John's plan was very simple, and came not from the mind but from the 
heart.  
 
He let his genuine interest and concern for these people show in everything he did. Despite working for years 
without any sign of success, he was very careful not to demonstrate impatience or anger. He knew that 
people could never be bullied into love, so he gave them what he hoped they would find in themselves. 
 
After eight years, he was exonerated and transferred back to Cracow. He had been so successful that these 
once-hostile people followed him several miles down the road, begging him to stay. 
 
For the rest of his life, he was professor of sacred Scripture at the university. He was so well-liked that he 
was often invited to dinner with nobility. Once, he was turned away at the door by a servant who thought 
John's cassock was too frayed. John didn't argue but went home, changed into a new cassock, and returned. 
During the meal, a servant spilled a dish on John's new clothes. "No matter," he joked. "My clothes deserve 
some dinner, too. If it hadn't been for them I wouldn't be here at all." 
 
Once John was sitting down to dinner when he saw a beggar walk by outside. He jumped up immediately, 
ran out, and gave the beggar the food in his bowl. He asked no questions, made no demands. He just saw 
someone in need and helped with what he had. 
 
John taught his students this philosophy again and again, "Fight all error, but do it with good humor, patience, 
kindness, and love. Harshness will damage your own soul and spoil the best cause." 
 
 
In His Footsteps: 
 
John put all his effort into a new and frightening job, that others might have considered beneath him. Today 
do something you have never done before or do something in a new way, perhaps something that has 
frightened you or you felt was beneath you. This can be something as simple as trying a different type 
of prayer or as complex as serving others in a new way. 
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Counseling Support Line 
 
If the pandemic has you feeling anxious or depressed and  
you'd like to talk with a counselor, please call the  
Catholic Charities Counseling Support Line at  
(312) 948-6951 anytime M-F from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Spanish speaking counselors are available.  If you leave a  
message after hours, a counselor will call you back.  

Our sincere thanks to the Catholic parish community for your generous support of Catholic Charities 
this year when the needs have been so great. You have brought care, light, and hope to 
thousands.  If you can, please consider a contribution at www.catholiccharities.net.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and yours from all of us at Catholic Charities! 

  

 

FEAST OF FAITH 
Gathering 
 When Pope Benedict XVI visited the United States in 2008, tens of thousands gathered in 
Yankee Stadium to celebrate the Eucharist with him. What made them different from all the 
other excited crowds who have assembled there through the years? When they began to sing 
together, to listen together, to pray together, they ceased to be a crowd, and became a liturgical 
assembly. It was not where they were but what they did that set them apart. 
 

 The Gospels speak of many instances when Jesus prayed alone to his Father. But Jesus 
also put a special value on communal prayer. “Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name,” he told his disciples, “there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). Jesus gave his 

own mission to his followers, 
sending them forth to do 
everything he did: to heal, to 
teach, to proclaim the kingdom. 
Jesus wants us to meet God in and 
through each other. So the 
Christian community continues to 
gather, Sunday after Sunday. 
When we get up on Sunday 
morning and come to Mass, we 
respond to Jesus’ invitation, and 
we express our trust in his 
promise that whenever we come 
together, he comes, too. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Welcome to the 2021 Sunshine Game 
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