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 ...coming up out of the               

water he saw the heavens  
being torn open and 

 the Spirit, like a dove,  
descending upon him. 

 
And a voice came from the  

heavens, “You are my  
beloved Son; with you 

 I am well pleased.” 
Mark 1:10-11 

From the Archdiocese of Chicago Renew My Church 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are pleased that Bishop Bartosic, our regional bishop and Cardinal Cupich’s representative to 
our region of the archdiocese, will be with us on Wednesday evening, January 20, at 7:00 pm, to join 
us in prayer and share an important update on the future of our parish. Due to Covid restrictions, this 
will be done online. Please go to www.renewmychurch.org/announcements for details about how to 
access the meeting from your computer or smartphone. 
  

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 

January 1-8, 2021 
Sunday Envelopes:  $3,878.00 
Sunday Mail In:                   70.00 
Loose:                                386.00 
GiveCentral:                    1,470.00 
Total:                             $5,804.00 
 
Solemnity of Mary: $1,731.00         Christmas: $135.00 
 
 

 
The only 2 other ways your donation can come directly to the parish are….  

 
1. Online, using our GiveCentral home page at: givecentral.org/location/204  

(There is a small fee for each transaction to the parish)  
 

2. Or donations can be made by using your bank account as a bill payment.  
It can be scheduled in advance to occur on a recurring basis or as an  

      individual one time donation. There is no charge  to the parish or to you  
to utilize this service.  

 
If you have any questions, please email or call Debbie.  

Thank you 
for your 

continued 
support! 
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St. Hilary 
 
St. Hilary was one of those great Christian heroes who poured out their lives 
laboring and suffering in defense of Christ's divinity. Scarcely had the days of 
bloody persecution ended (313), when there arose, now within the Church, a 
most dangerous enemy of another sort, Arianism. The heresy of Arianism 
denied the divinity of Christ; it was, in fact, hardly more than a form of 
paganism masquerading as the Christian Gospel. The smoldering strife soon 
flared into a mighty conflict endangering the whole Church; and its spread 
was all the more rapid and powerful because emperors, who called 
themselves Christian, proved its best supporters. Once again countless 
martyrs sealed in blood their belief in Christ's divinity; and orthodox bishops who voiced opposition were 
forced into exile amid extreme privations. 
 

Among the foremost defenders of the true faith stood Hilary. He belonged to 
a distinguished family and had received an excellent education. Though a 
married man, he was made bishop of Poitiers by reason of his exemplary life. 
It was not long before his valiant defense of the faith precipitated his exile to 
Phrygia. Here he composed his great work on the Blessed Trinity (in twelve 
books). It is a vigorous defense of the faith, which, he said, "triumphs when 
attacked." Finally, after four years he was permitted to return to his native 
land. He continued his efforts, and through prudence and mildness 
succeeded in ridding Gaul of Arianism. Because of his edifying and illustrious 

writings on behalf of the true religion, the Church honors him as one of her doctors. 

Here is an example of Hilary's vigorous style: "Now it is time to speak, the time for silence is past. We must 
expect Christ's return, for the reign of Antichrist has begun. The shepherds must give the warning signals 
because the hirelings have fled. Let us lay down our lives for the sheep, for brigands have entered the fold 
and the roaring lion is rampaging about. Be ready for martyrdom! Satan himself is clothed as an angel of 
light." A favorite motto of St. Hilary was Ministros veritatis decet vera proferre, "Servants of the truth ought 
speak the truth." 

— From Pius Parsch, The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch 

Patron: Against snakes; backward children; snake bites. 

In Scotland St. Kentigern's feast is a memorial. He was a missionary to Scotland and bishop of the 
Strathclyde Britons. Exiled, he fled to Wales. He died in 603. 



 

Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the annual 
Respect Life novena, 9 Days for Life,  

Thursday, January 21 – Friday, January 29.  
 

 
Today, we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord!  

The origin and foundation of Christian Baptism is Jesus. 
Before starting his public ministry, Jesus submitted himself 
to the baptism given by John the Baptist. The waters did 
not purify him; he cleansed the waters. “He comes to 
sanctify the Jordan for our sake . . . to begin a new creation 
through the Spirit and water” (St. Gregory Nazianzen, 
Liturgy of the Hours, I, 634). Jesus’ immersion in the water 
is a sign for all human beings of the need to die to 

themselves to do God’s will. Jesus did not need to be baptized because he was totally faithful to the 
will of his Father and free from sin. However, he wanted to show his solidarity with human beings in 
order to reconcile them to the Father. By commanding his disciples to baptize all nations, he 
established the means by which people would die to sin—Original and actual—and begin to live a 
new life with God. 

Get daily intentions, brief reflections, and more. Sign up at 9daysforlife.com!  
 

9 Days for Life is a novena for the protection of human life. Each day’s intention is accompanied by a short 
reflection and suggested actions to help build a culture of life. Please see next 2 pages for the brief reflections. 
 

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.  

PRAY TO PROTECT HUMAN LIFE! 
JANUARY 21-29, 2021 
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Next week we will take up the Collection for the Church in Latin 
America. For many in Latin America and the Caribbean, a rising 
secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of ministers 
all present obstacles to practicing the faith. Your support for the 
collection provides lay leadership training, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other programs to 
share our Catholic faith with those who long to hear the Good News of Christ. To learn more about how your 
gifts make a difference, visit www.usccb.org/latin-america. Second Collection Next Week. 



9 DAYS FOR LIFE  
Pray one Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, and one Glory Be each day with the daily intentions and reflections listed 

below. The full novena, including daily suggested actions and additional information can be found at 
www.9daysforlife.com.  

DAY ONE: May the tragic practice of abortion end. 
Reflection: At every stage and in every circumstance, we are held in existence by God’s love. The presence of an 
illness, disability, or other challenging situation never diminishes the value of a human life. God does not call us to 
perfection of appearance or abilities, but to perfection in love. Christ invites us to embrace our own lives and the lives of 
others as true gifts. Abortion tragically rejects the truth that every life is a good and perfect gift, deserving protection. 
This violent practice ends the life of a human being at its very beginning and horribly wounds all those involved. But 
Christ came that we “might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), taking on human flesh for the sake of 
our redemption. May our culture experience the power of God’s transforming love, that all eyes may be opened to the 
incredible beauty of every human life. 

DAY TWO: May all unborn children be protected in law and welcomed in love. 
Reflection: Today, on this 48th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, we mourn the many children’s lives ended by abortion and 
remember in prayer those who suffer the aftermath. The Church comes together today to pray for the protection of all 
unborn children and to make reparation for abortion, trusting that the Lord hears our prayers. The importance of prayer 
is reflected in Evangelium vitae, which says, “A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up 
throughout the world. Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator 
and lover of life, from every Christian community, from every group and association, from every family and from the 
heart of every believer” (EV 100). May that prayer arise in our hearts today and each day forward until every human 
being is protected in law and welcomed in love. 

DAY THREE: May every expectant mother receive compassionate care and support as she nurtures the life in her 
womb. 
Reflection: When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, she opened her heart to receive his message that she would 
conceive the Son of God in her womb. As a young, betrothed, but unmarried, woman, Mary knew that her pregnancy 
presented many challenges. Despite this knowledge, she faithfully responded, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). Like the Blessed Mother, women who unexpectedly become 
pregnant often face significant challenges. They, too, are called to place their trust in God and faithfully respond to His 
gift of new life. And we are called to walk with them in their time of need. As Jesus taught us, when we love and serve 
others, we are loving and serving Him. May all expectant mothers be encouraged by Mary’s example and receive 
support and grace in lovingly welcoming their children into the world. 

DAY FOUR: May expectant fathers lovingly support the mothers of their children in welcoming new life. 
Reflection: Fatherhood has its origins in God, who chose to reveal Himself to us as Our Father, sending his only Son for 
the sake of our salvation. Fathers therefore have a special role “in revealing and in reliving on earth the very fatherhood 
of God” (Familiaris consortio 25). Fathers are called to exhibit “generous responsibility for the life conceived under the 
heart of the mother” (FC 25). They are uniquely entrusted with the protection and defense of both mother and child and, 
in this way, in safeguarding the sanctity of human life. As evidenced in our world today, the role of the father “is of 
unique and irreplaceable importance” (FC 25). Often women choose abortion because they do not have the support of 
the child’s father, or—even worse—the father of the child pressures her to make the decision to abort. At the same time, 
it is important to acknowledge with compassion that men can also be overwhelmed by an unexpected pregnancy and that 
society increasingly tells them that they should have no say in their children’s lives. In the face of these false messages, 
we pray that expectant fathers will find courage in the example of Saint Joseph—who embraced the role of father amid 
difficult circumstances—and offer loving, life-affirming support to the mothers of their children.  

DAY FIVE: May each person suffering from the loss of a child through abortion find hope and healing in Christ. 
If you or someone you know is suffering after abortion, confidential, compassionate help is available. Visit 
hopeafterabortion.org.  
Reflection: After more than four decades of legalized abortion, many children’s lives have been ended, and many 
parents and family members suffer that loss—often in silence. Yet God’s greatest desire is to forgive. No matter how far 
we have each strayed from His side, He says to us, “Don’t be afraid. Draw close to my heart.” Be assured that it is never 
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too late to seek God's forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Consider the parable of the Prodigal Son. After 
repenting of sinning against his father, he returns from far away to seek forgiveness and work as a servant. But the father 
sees him approaching, runs to warmly embrace him, and hosts a banquet to celebrate his return. So, too, does God 
welcome all of His repentant children, no matter how serious the sin. Let us turn confidently to Our Lord, Who is love 
and mercy. 

DAY SIX: May expectant mothers choosing adoption receive grace and support in embracing this loving option. 
Reflection: Mothers placing their children for adoption often face many challenges along the way. One of the greatest 
obstacles can be inaccurately perceiving adoption as abandonment. But mothers who make an adoption plan for their 
children are not abandoning their children. Rather, they are exemplifying the sacrificial love of Christ on the Cross in 
choosing to do what is best for their children, even at great cost to themselves. Like Christ, they pour out their bodies 
and souls for the sake of another. The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that, in the face of fears and trials, we can “hold 
fast to the hope that lies before us. This we have as an anchor of the soul, sure and firm” (Heb 6:18-19). We pray that 
each expectant mother choosing adoption will be filled with “the peace of God that surpasses all understanding” (Phil 
4:7) as she makes a loving choice for her child. Let us all cling fast to the anchor of hope, for we have received “a spirit 
of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’” (Rom 8:15).  

DAY SEVEN: May all who support or participate in abortion experience a conversion of heart to seek and 
receive the Lord’s boundless mercy.  
Reflection: When God fashioned the human person in His own image and likeness, He destined us for eternal life with 
Him. Yet because of the sin of our first parents, death entered the world. The book of Genesis recounts the first occasion 
in which a person takes the life of another, as Cain violently kills his brother Abel. This instance of brother rising up 
against brother “at the very dawn of history is thus a sad witness of how evil spreads with amazing speed” (Evangelium 
vitae 8). From the time of creation, disregard for human life has continued to spread. When we, like Cain, allow sin to 
find a place in our hearts, we become blinded to the truth. Sometimes this blindness might be so deep that we fail to 
recognize the undeniable humanity of unborn children. We may even tragically believe the lie that abortion is an act of 
compassion. But we know that “life, especially human life, belongs only to God: for this reason whoever attacks human 
life, in some way attacks God himself” (EV 9). Let us pray that all who support abortion will encounter the transforming 
love of the Father and, with repentant hearts, seek His mercy. 

DAY EIGHT: May civic leaders work for the protection of all human life, in every stage and circumstance.  
Reflection: The Declaration of Independence boldly affirms that first among our inalienable rights is the right to life, 
given to us by the Creator. Yet despite being so solemnly proclaimed, the right to life is today threatened and often 
denied, particularly at the moments when life is most fragile. Our laws should—first and foremost—protect life. But 
“our highest Court does not recognize children in their mothers’ wombs as persons and claims that abortion is a 
constitutional right. Further, many political leaders work actively to increase access to abortion. Some falsely describe it 
as health care and even as a basic human right” (Priorities at the Polls). Laws and policies that legalize or promote an 
intrinsic evil like abortion violate the virtue of justice. Those who work as public officials and civic leaders have a duty 
to serve the common good, and therefore have a profound obligation to safeguard this most fundamental right to life. 
Through our own prayer, witness, and civic participation, we can encourage our leaders to truly answer their call to 
protect the rights of all people. For “there can be no true democracy without a recognition of every person’s dignity and 
without respect for his or her rights” (Evangelium vitae 101). 

DAY NINE: May all who defend life find strength and renewal in the Holy Spirit. 
Reflection: God has carefully, tenderly created every person in His own image and likeness, to be in a loving 
relationship with Himself. From each tiny child knit within a mother’s womb, to every person approaching death, all 
are loved perfectly and completely by God: “It is therefore a service of love which we are all committed to ensure to 
our neighbor, that his or her life may be always defended and promoted, especially when it is weak or threatened 
[emphasis added]” (Evangelium vitae 77). In a world in which those who are most vulnerable are so often overlooked 
and disregarded, Christ calls us to embrace and uphold the unconditional dignity of every human life. In answering 
this call, we help to build “a new culture of life, the fruit of the culture of truth and of love” (EV 77). May the Holy 
Spirit continually renew us as we strive to faithfully defend God’s gift of life. 
Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life), nos. 8-9, 77, 100-101 © 1995 and Familiaris consortio (On the Family), no. 25 © 1981, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann, Priorities at the Polls, Washington, DC: USCCB, 
2020. Copyright © 2020, USCCB, Washington, DC. All  
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The Origin and Foundation of 
Christian Baptism is Jesus   

 
 

 
The Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Eucharist—are the 
foundations of the Christian life. “Baptism, the 
Eucharist, and the sacrament of Confirmation 
together constitute the ‘sacraments of 
Christian initiation,’ whose unity must be 
safeguarded” (CCC, no. 1285). We begin with 
our study of Baptism in this chapter and will 
treat the other two Sacraments in the 
following ones. 

 

Baptism is birth into the new life in Christ. 
In accordance with the Lord’s will, it is 

necessary for salvation, as is the Church 
herself, which we enter by Baptism.—CCC, no. 1277 

 
 
In his dialogue with Nicodemus, Jesus taught 
that Baptism was necessary for salvation. “No 
one can enter the Kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit” (Jn 3:5). After 
his Resurrection, Jesus met with the eleven 
Apostles and gave them the commission to 
preach the Gospel and baptize, telling them, 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved” (Mk 16:16). The word baptism in its 
origins is Greek and means “immersion” and 
“bath.” Immersion in water is a sign of death, 
and emersion out of the water means new life. 
To bathe in water is also to undergo cleansing. 
St. Paul sums up this truth when he says, “You 
were buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith 
in the power of God, who raised him from the 
dead” (Col 2:12). 
 
 
 

Catholic Current This article is taken from the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2006) 183-184. Copyright © 2006, United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved. 

             
CATECHETICAL CORNER 

 
The origin and foundation of Christian 
Baptism is Jesus. Before starting his public 
ministry, Jesus submitted himself to the baptism 
given by John the Baptist. The waters did 
not purify him; he cleansed the waters. “He 
comes to sanctify the Jordan for our sake . . . 
to begin a new creation through the Spirit and 
water” (St. Gregory Nazianzen, Liturgy of the 
Hours, I, 634). Jesus’ immersion in the water 
is a sign for all human beings of the need to 
die to themselves to do God’s will. Jesus did 
not need to be baptized because he was totally 
faithful to the will of his Father and free from 
sin. However, he wanted to show his solidarity 
with human beings in order to reconcile them 
to the Father. By commanding his disciples to 
baptize all nations, he established the means 
by which people would die to sin—Original 
and actual—and begin to live a new life 
with God. 

 



Readings of the Week 
Sunday, January 10: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 , Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 , Mk 1:7-11  
Monday, January 11: Heb 1:1-6, Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9, Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday, January 12:  Heb 2:5-12, Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9,Mk 1:21-28  
Wednesday, January 13: Heb 2:14-18 , Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 , Mk 1:29-39  
Thursday, January 14: Heb 3:7-14 , Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 , Mk 1:40-45  
Friday, January 15: Heb 4:1-5, 11 , Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 , Mk 2:1-12  
Saturday, January 16: Heb 4:12-16 , Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 , Mk 2:13-17  

After His baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him.  

 

Find 10 differences 


