
 
 
 

 
     

Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord 
St. Lambert Parish 

January 24, 2021 

“This is the time of 
fulfillment. The 
kingdom of God  

is at hand.” 

Rectory:  
8148 N Karlov Avenue  
Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone: (847) 673-5090 
E-mail: saintlambert@aol.com 
 
Sunday Masses: (5 pm Sat)  
8am, 10am, 12pm 
 
Confessions:  
Saturday at 3:30pm 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Simon  
 
Rev. Know-it-all:  
reverendknow-itall.blogspot. 
com 
  
Deacon:  Mr. Chick O’Leary 
 
Office Staff:   
Debbie Morales-Garcia 
debbie.stlambert@aol.com. 

Music Director:  
Mr. Steven Folkers 
 
Religious Education:  
Gina Roxas 
youthchurchred@gmail.com 

 
 

St. Lambert Parish - Skokie, IL 

 Website: Stlambert.org 
 
Baptisms: Third Sundays of  
the month at 1:30 pm. For 
guidelines and more information 
please speak to Deacon Chick 
after mass.  
 
To Register as a Parishioner:  
Go to stlambert.org under 
“About Us”  



Page 2  St. Lambert Parish Third Sunday Ordinary Time

Edens Valley Renew My Church Update: January 20, 2021  
 
Discernment Process  
St. Isaac Jogues, St. John Brebeuf, St. Lambert, St. Martha, including the Shrine of All Saints, 
and St. Peter Parishes engaged in the Renew My Church (RMC) discernment process through 
the fall of 2020. The Grouping Feedback and Discernment team (GFDT), which was made up of 
members from each parish community, met to review and discern the future parish structure for 
the area. Our deepest appreciation goes to the GFDT who prayerfully discerned the parish 
grouping structure during this challenging time.  
 
Based on their meetings and feedback gathered from the larger parish communities, they 
submitted feedback to the archdiocese. The Archdiocesan Standards and Recommendations 
Commission, which includes representatives from across the Archdiocese of Chicago, reviewed 
the feedback and other information, including financial summaries, capital needs and parish 
trends.  
 
Cardinal Cupich and Bishop Bartosic are grateful to Fr. Pereira, Fr. Meany, Fr. Simon, Fr. O’Neill, 
Fr. Kricek and the Grouping Teams who gathered throughout the past few months, and all 
parishioners who offered feedback through the recent discernment process.  
 
Outcome  
In the past few weeks, Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, archbishop of Chicago, the archdiocese’s 
auxiliary bishops, and the archdiocese’s Presbyteral Council met to discuss the Commission’s 
recommendation. Based upon those discussions and prayerful consideration, Cardinal Cupich 
made the following decisions regarding the parish structure in Edens Valley (Niles, Morton Grove, 
Skokie):  
 
•  St. John Brebeuf Parish and School will continue in their current structures. 
 
• Effective July 1, 2021, St. Lambert and St. Peter will unite to form a new parish, 

continuing to use both churches for Mass.  
 
• Effective July 1, 2021, St. Isaac Jogues and St. Martha will unite to form a new parish, 

continuing to use both churches for Mass. The Shrine of All Saints at St. Martha will 
continue to operate as an important ministry located on St. Martha’s campus. 

 
• In each new parish above, the new parish will have one pastor and one pastoral team. Each 

united parish will receive a new name. The local community will discern possibilities for the 
new name, within guidelines provided by the archdiocese, and submit 3 to 5 options to 
Cardinal Cupich. Until Cardinal Cupich decides on a permanent name for the new parish, the 
new parish will have an interim name, using a combination of the two parish names.  

 
• The united parishes will evaluate their ability to reduce auxiliary properties via sale or  
       long-term lease.  
 
Additional information will be forthcoming regarding the assigned pastors. We hope to share this  
information wit thin the next few weeks.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Parish Structure Rationale  
 
The Commission appreciated the GFDT’s rich discernment and desire to vision creatively for a 
strong future presence in Morton Grove, Niles, and Skokie.  
 
While there were scenarios that considered further unifications, the Commission’s 
recommendation and Cardinal Cupich’s decision were heavily impacted by creating a structure 
manageable for each pastor and parish leadership team. The three resulting parishes will have 
relatively similar numbers of parishioners and allow each pastor to tend to the demographic 
needs of each parish, particularly St. John Brebeuf supporting a strong Polish ministry. This 
grouping is encouraged to remain in conversation about supporting each other to serve the 
whole area.  
 
Several key points from the GFDT’s discernment were honored in the Commission’s 
recommendation to Cardinal Cupich, such as:  
 
• Respecting the relationships built between St. Lambert and St. Peter, as well as between  
      St. Isaac Jogues and St. Martha  
• The importance of the Shrine of All Saints   
• Identifying ways to support the school ministry at St. John Brebeuf  
 
Next Steps  
Once a pastor has been named for each new parish, parish leadership and parishioners will 
discern possibilities for the name of the new parish, within guidelines provided by the 
archdiocese, and submit their considerations to Cardinal Cupich for his decision on the 
permanent name of the new parish. The new Mass schedule at each worship site, effective with 
the formal union of the parishes, will also be determined by the pastor in consultation with 
parish leadership in the coming months.  
 
The three parish communities will embark upon the next phase of renewal, focusing on strong 
evangelization to the world around us. The renewal process calls us to become a stronger, 
more sustainable presence for the future, capable of reaching more people in their work of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ, building communities with one another and inspiring witness in 
the world around us.  

STATEMENTS 

 END OF YEAR 

GIVING 
 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT FOR 2020  
 
Parishioners may request a year end statement for their contributions to St. Lambert for the 
calendar year 2020. Please call the parish office or email Debbie at debbie.stlambert@aol.com.  
Leave your name, envelope number and address and your statements will be mailed to you.  
 
Please note: no statements will be sent automatically, so we request that you contact us if you 
would like to receive yours!  
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Angela Merici or Angela de Merici  March 27, 1474 – January 27, 1540) was an Italian religious educator, 
who is honored as a saint by the Roman Catholic Church. She founded the Company of St. Ursula in 1535 

in Brescia, in which women dedicated their lives to the service of 
the Church through the education of girls. From this 
organisation later sprang the monastic Order of Ursulines, 
whose nuns established places of prayer and learning 
throughout Europe and, later, worldwide, most notably in North 
America.  
 
Merici was born in 1474 on a farm near Desenzano del Garda, a 
small town on the southwestern shore of Lake Garda in 
Lombardy, Italy. She and her older sister, Giana Maria, were left 
orphans when she was ten years old. They went to live with 
their uncle in the town of Salò. Young Angela was very 
distressed when her sister suddenly died without receiving 
the Last Rites of the Church and prayed that her sister's soul 
rest in peace. It is said that in a vision she received a response 
that her sister was in heaven in the company of the saints. She 

joined the Third Order of St. Francis around that time. People began to notice Angela's beauty and 
particularly to admire her hair. As she had promised herself to God, and wanted to avoid the worldly 
attention, she dyed her hair in soot. 
 
Merici's uncle died when she was twenty years old and she returned to her home in Desenzano, and lived 
with her brothers, on her own property, given to her in lieu of the dowry that would otherwise have been 
hers had she married. She later had another vision that revealed to her that she was to found an association 
of virgins who were to devote their lives to the religious training of young girls. This association was a 
success and she was invited to start another school in the neighboring city, Brescia. 
 
According to legend, in 1524, while traveling to the Holy Land, Merici became suddenly blind when she was 
on the island of Crete. Despite this, she continued her journey to the Holy Land and was ostensibly cured of 
her blindness on her return, while praying before a crucifix, at the same place where she was struck with 
blindness a few weeks before. In 1525 she journeyed to Rome in order to gain the indulgences of the Jubilee 
Year then being celebrated. Pope Clement VII, who had heard of her virtue and success with her school, 
invited her to remain in Rome. Merici disliked notoriety, however, and soon returned to Brescia. 

On November 25. 1535, Merici gathered with 12 young women who had joined in her work in a small house 
in Brescia near the Church of St Afra, where together they committed themselves in the founding of  

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 

January 16-22, 2021 
Sunday Envelopes:  $4,767.00 
Sunday Mail In:                 980.00 
Loose:                      317.00 
GiveCentral:                    1,140.00 
Total:   $7,204.00 
 
Latin America: $467.00 

 

For online giving, use our GiveCentral home page at: givecentral.org/location/204  

Thank you for your continued support!    
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the Company of St Ursula, placed under the protection of the patroness of medieval universities. Her goal 
was to elevate family life through the Christian education of future wives and mothers. They were the first 
teaching order of women religious. 
 
Four years later the group had grown to 28. Merici taught her companions to serve God, but to remain in the 
world, teaching the girls of their own neighborhood, and to practice a religious form of life in their own 
homes. The members wore no special habit and took no formal religious vows. Merici wrote a Rule of Life for 
the group, which specified the practice of celibacy, poverty and obedience in their own homes. The Ursulines 
opened orphanages and schools. On March 18, 1537, she was elected "Mother and Mistress" of the group. 
The Rule she had written was approved in 1544 by Pope Paul III. 
 
When Merici died in Brescia on January 27, 1540, there were 24 communities of the Company of St. Ursula 
serving the Church through the region. Her body was clothed in the habit of a Franciscan tertiary and was 
interred in the Church of Sant'Afra. 
 
Merici was beatified in Rome on 30 April 1768, by Pope Clement XIII. She was later canonized on May 24, 
1807 by Pope Pius VII. 

Peter and Andrew follow Jesus 
Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20 
 
Peter and Andrew were casting a net into the sea of Galilee when 
Jesus came for them and said "Follow me, you will fish for people".  
 
 
 

Copyright © 2021 All right reserved. This site is a project of  
MMBOX PRODUCTION  



Michelle Martin 

Setting things to rights 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
 
The Christmas lights are turned off, if not taken 
down, and the Christmas tree no longer dominates 
our living room. 
 
Furniture has been moved back to its usual places, 
or, in some cases, rearranged to find a layout that 
works be� er. 
 
We’re s�ll finding stray ornaments and decora�ons 
that need to go to the basement so they can be 
stowed in a Christmas box, ready for next winter, 
but more of my �me is spent ferrying coffee and 
tea mugs back to the kitchen and picking �ny scraps 
of paper off the floor. Really, who knew that five 
people doing work and school from home would 
generate so many bits of paper? 
 
I brush and braid hair, wash and dry dishes, change 
bedding and clean bathrooms. 
 
Ordinary �me indeed. 
 
Coming a� er the great celebra�on of Christmas, 
there’s something se� ling about this �me, res� ul, a 
�me for all of us to catch our breath before Lent 
takes us from the mud and gloom of late winter to 
the glory of Easter, and spring�me. 
 
That comes with its own rhythm and changes, and 
the impulse for spring cleaning. Un�l then, there’s 
enough to do with wiping the melted snow and salt 
from the kitchen floor and pu� ng books back on 
shelves and pens and pencils back in cups. 
 
It’s no wonder I like �dying and keeping things 
straight; many of my favorite pas�mes rely on 
pu� ng things in their proper place. Jigsaw puzzles, 
crossword puzzles, even counted cross-s�tch, all of 
them involve figuring out the pa� ern and pu� ng 
each piece, each le� er, each color of thread, where 

it belongs. 
 
Of course, I like it best when everyone in the house 
does their part in keeping things neat as well. Just 
in case any of my kids are reading this. 
 
Having a place for everything and everything its 
place, as genera�ons of children have been taught, 
helps foster an atmosphere of peace and calm, a 
feeling that “God’s in his heaven and all’s right with 
the world.” 
 
Of course, God is in his heaven, but all’s not right 
with the world. Not yet, not under the stewardship 
of fallen and oh-so-fallible humanity. 
 
When Robert Browning wrote that line, it was with 
both innocence and irony, spoken by an innocent 
as she wanders through a very fallen world. But as 
she passes among the people, her song influences 
others to act for good, completely unbeknownst to 
her. 
 
Our faith is that all will be well in the end, as St. 
Julian of Norwich said in her famous prayer: “All 
shall be well and all shall be well and all manner of 
things shall be well.” 
 
In the mean�me, all we can do is keep se� ng 
things to rights, one small thing at a �me. 
 
 
About the Author: Michelle Martin is staff writer 
at Chicago Catholic.  
Contact her at mmartin@archchicago.org. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For more articles like this subscribe to the 
Chicago Catholic Newspaper. 

 
Call customer service:Toll Free 833-813-6400 

(Mon-Fri. 8 AM to 4 PM C.T.) 

Email: chicagocatholic@cambeywest.com 
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