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ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT FOR 2020  
Parishioners may request a year end statement for their 

contributions to St. Lambert for the calendar year 2020. Please call 
the parish office or email Debbie at debbie.stlambert@aol.com. 

Leave your name, envelope number and address and your 
statements will be mailed to you.  

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 
 

February 20-26, 2021 
Sunday Envelopes:  $4,201.00 
Sunday Envs. Mail In:      780.00 
Loose:                     487.00      
GiveCentral:                    1,242.00 
Total:                             $6,710.00 

 

There will be a second collection next week for the 
Church in Central & Eastern Europe. 
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Second Sunday of Lent, Feb. 28 (Year B) Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-
18; Psalm 116; Romans 8:31b-35, 37; Mark 9:2-10 

The story of the sacrifice of Isaac is one of the most puzzling, 
difficult and potentially dangerous passages in the Bible. It 
should make us all ask some important questions: Did God 
actually ask this of Abraham, and if so, what does that say 
about God? 

We cannot answer the first question with certainty and the 
second question is more difficult. This story occurred in the 
ancient world, in which sacrifice was the norm in all religions 
and human sacrifice was practised in a few. There is evidence that in their very early history even the 
Israelites sometimes offered human sacrifice (see Judges 11:29-40). But is this what God wanted? 

There are two voices running through all of Scripture. One voice speaks of blood and sacrifice, but another 
voice continually rejects sacrifice and demands mercy and justice instead. This is very clear in Hosea 6:6 God 
desires mercy, not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. Jesus quotes this in 
Matthew 9:13 and adds that people should go and learn what it means. 

The manner in which we worship God and the images we have of God say more about us than God. We 
project so much of our own inner violence, fear and negativity on God that it is no wonder that there is so 
much religiously-inspired violence in our world. 

Many a religiously-motivated terrorist has used explicit sacrificial language to justify their actions. We need to 
focus on the voice of non-violence, kindness and mercy that runs through Scripture from start to finish. God 
is a living and life-giving God and has no need of blood. The only acceptable sacrifice is that of self and ego 
for the sake of the well-being and happiness of others. This sacrifice is most difficult for it demands the death 
of selfishness. 

Returning to the story, we ask why Abraham would consent to do what he was asked. This was his son, his 
promised heir and guarantee of living on through descendants. He goes about the preparations in grim 
silence — we have no idea what he was thinking or feeling. The only interpretation that makes sense is that 
Abraham knew God so intimately that he was certain God would not allow him to harm Isaac. He showed his 
absolute trust and willingness to give all to God. This was the faith that was reckoned to him as 
righteousness, making him our father in faith. 

God is for us, not against us. It sounds like a statement of the obvious, but some feel that God is out to get 
us. They spend their lives in a sort of game, trying to keep on the good side of God but always fearing the 
worst. Others believe that God is for us, but they interpret “us” as a reference to their own nation, class or 
religion. 

“Us” means everyone, without exception. Paul rightly points out that if God gave God’s only Son for our sake, 
how could we ever think that God was not there for us? Believing this in our hearts gives us the courage to 
face anything, knowing that God is at our side and stops at nothing to help us on our journey. 

What was the transfiguration and what did it mean? The Gospels describe the event but there is little if any 

God's Word on Sunday: Focus on voice of kindness and mercy 
By  Fr. Scott Lewis, S.J  

Kindness 

& Mercy 
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Jesus is transformed 
 

Jesus took Peter, James and John to the mountaintop. 
There, Jesus changed. 

His face shone like the sun, his clothes were as white 
as the light. Jesus was talking with Moses and Elijah.  

 
The disciples heard a voice from cloud saying "This is 

my beloved Son, he pleased me well, listen to him".  
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explanation, leaving us with a host of questions. 

Jesus took His three closest apostles with Him to a mountaintop and they experienced something exhilarating 
but a bit frightening: Jesus radiating an intense light while He talked with Moses and Elijah. Jesus is the 
culmination of God’s plan of salvation that began so long ago with the call to Abraham and the giving of the 
Law to Moses. 

Peter did not know what to make of it — he could only give in to the impulse to capture the moment by 
building a shrine. The divine voice from the cloud had other ideas — it identified Jesus as the beloved Son 
and commanded that He be listened to. Jesus did not come merely to be worshipped but to be obeyed and 
followed. 

From this point onwards in the Gospel, Jesus journeyed resolutely towards Jerusalem and His destiny. How 
well do we really listen to the beloved Son? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Agnes of Bohemia’s Story 

Agnes had no children of her own but was certainly life-giving for all who knew her. 

Agnes was the daughter of Queen Constance and King Ottokar I of Bohemia. She was betrothed to the Duke 
of Silesia, who died three years later. As she grew up, she decided she wanted to enter the religious life. 

After declining marriages to King Henry VII of Germany and King Henry III of England, Agnes was faced with 
a proposal from Frederick II, the Holy Roman Emperor. She appealed to Pope Gregory IX for help. The pope 
was persuasive; Frederick magnanimously said that he could not be offended if Agnes preferred the King of 
Heaven to him. 

After Agnes built a hospital for the poor and a residence for the friars, she financed the construction of a Poor 
Clare monastery in Prague. In 1236, she and seven other noblewomen entered this monastery. Saint Clare 
sent five sisters from San Damiano to join them, and wrote Agnes four letters advising her on the beauty of 
her vocation and her duties as abbess. 

Agnes became known for prayer, obedience and mortification. Papal pressure forced her to accept her 
election as abbess, nevertheless, the title she preferred was “senior sister.” Her position did not prevent her 
from cooking for the other sisters and mending the clothes of lepers. The sisters found her kind but very strict 
regarding the observance of poverty; she declined her royal brother’s offer to set up an endowment for the 
monastery. 

Devotion to Agnes arose soon after her death on March 6, 1282. She was canonized in 1989. Her liturgical 
feast is celebrated on March 6. 

Reflection 

Agnes spent at least 45 years in a Poor Clare monastery. Such a life requires a great deal of patience and 
charity. The temptation to selfishness certainly didn’t vanish when Agnes walked into the monastery. It is 
perhaps easy for us to think that cloistered nuns “have it made” regarding holiness. Their route is the same 
as ours: gradual exchange of our standards—inclinations to selfishness—for God’s standard of generosity. 

Saint Agnes of Bohemia 
(1205 – March 6, 1282) 
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Next week we will take up the Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This Collection 
supports the Church in more than 25 countries that still struggle to recover from former communist rule. Funds 
from this Collection support pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and seminary formation. Your 
support restores the Church and builds the future in this region. Please prayerfully consider how you can 
support the Collection next week. More information can be found at www.usccb.org/ccee. 



Care for the Caregiver: Companioning with Compassion, Balance and Prayer :  
Virtual day of reflection; for Men & Women 

 March 15, 2021  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; with Mary McKeon and Nancy Hulsebosch; hosted by 
Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House; visit jesuitretreat.org. Program Cost: $45.00  

 
If you are in the personal, professional, or ministerial role of caregiving, we offer this day just 
for you. Come away to the quiet to be refreshed, renewed, and enriched.  
 

MRS. MARY MCKEON 

Mary McKeon is a member of Bellarmine's ministry staff, a spiritual director, and coordinator of women's 
ministry.  Mary is a graduate of Marquette University.  She taught school in Milwaukee's inner city before moving to 
Washington, DC to work for the United States Senate.  She and her late husband have a daughter, son-in-law, 
granddaughter, and three grandsons who are the joy of her life.  Mary received her training as a spiritual/retreat director 
at the Jesuits' Manresa Retreat House in Bloomfield Hills, MI, where she served on the ministry team and became their 
first Director of Women's Ministry.  In 2014, Mary was the second person to be honored with Manresa's Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 
 
NANCY HULSEBOSCH 

Nancy Hulsebosch is a Spiritual Director grounded in the principles of Ignatian Spirituality, having completed a three-
year spiritual direction internship at Bellarmine. Nancy’s roots in the Jesuit tradition trace back to Marquette 
University, where she earned her undergraduate degree in 1986. She later received a Master’s degree from National-
Louis University. In addition to providing spiritual direction and leading individuals in the Spiritual Exercises, Nancy is 
active in various ministries in her parish, particularly Scripture study. Nancy is married and the mother of four children. 


