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...stop making my Father’s house 
a marketplace.  
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Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 

Feb 27– March 5, 2021 
Sunday Envelopes:  $4,552.00 
Sunday Loose:         418.00 
Sunday Envs. Mail In:     1,500.00 
GiveCentral:                      872.00 
Total:   $7,342.00 
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St. Lambert Parish 
 
Baptisms: Third Sundays of the 
month at 1:30 pm. For guidelines 
and  more information please speak 
to Deacon Chick after mass. 
 
Website: www.StLambert.org 
 
     St. Lambert Parish - Skokie, IL 
 
To Register as a Parishioner:  
Go to stlambert.org under “About 
Us”  or by phone.  

Two other ways your donation can come directly to the parish are….  
 

1. Online, using our GiveCentral homepage at:  
      givecentral.org/location/204  

      There is a small fee for each transaction to the parish. 
 

2. Or donations can be made by using your bank  
      account as a bill payment. It can be scheduled in advance to                            
occur on a recurring basis or as an individual one time donation. 
There is no charge to the parish or to you to utilize this service.  

 
      If you have any questions, please email or call Debbie.  

Second Collection 
 
This week our special collection supports the Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Your donation today helps restore the Church 
and build the future in more than 25 countries still struggling to 
recover from former communist rule. Funds from this Collection 
support reconstruction, education, formation, and poverty 
outreach. Please be generous to the Collection today. For more 
information, please visit www.usccb.org/ccee. 
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Saint Frances of Rome’s Story  
(1384 – March 9, 1440) 
 
Frances’ life combines aspects of secular and religious life. A devoted 
and loving wife, she longed for a lifestyle of prayer and service, so she 
organized a group of women to minister to the needs of Rome’s poor. 

Born of wealthy parents, Frances found herself attracted to the religious 
life during her youth. But her parents objected and a young nobleman 
was selected to be her husband. 

As she became acquainted with her new relatives, Frances soon 
discovered that the wife of her husband’s brother also wished to live a 
life of service and prayer. So the two, Frances and Vannozza, set out 

together—with their husbands’ blessings—to help the poor. 

Frances fell ill for a time, but this apparently only deepened her commitment to the suffering people she met. 
The years passed, and Frances gave birth to two sons and a daughter. With the new responsibilities of family 
life, the young mother turned her attention more to the needs of her own household. 

The family flourished under Frances’ care, but within a few years a great plague began to sweep across Italy. 
It struck Rome with devastating cruelty and left Frances’ second son dead. In an effort to help alleviate some 
of the suffering, Frances used all her money and sold her possessions to buy whatever the sick might 
possibly need. When all the resources had been exhausted, Frances and Vannozza went door to door 
begging. Later, Frances’ daughter died, and the saint opened a section of her house as a hospital. 

Frances became more and more convinced that this way of life was so necessary for the world, and it was not 
long before she requested and was given permission to found a society of women bound by no vows. They 
simply offered themselves to God and to the service of the poor. Once the society was established, Frances 
chose not to live at the community residence, but rather at home with her husband. She did this for seven 
years, until her husband passed away, and then came to live the remainder of her life with the society—
serving the poorest of the poor. 

Looking at the exemplary life of fidelity to God and devotion to her fellow human beings which Frances of 
Rome was blessed to lead, one cannot help but be reminded of Saint Teresa of Calcutta, who loved Jesus 
Christ in prayer and also in the poor. The life of Frances of Rome calls each of us not only to look deeply for 
God in prayer, but also to carry our devotion to Jesus living in the suffering of our world. Frances shows us 
that this life need not be restricted to those bound by vows. 

 

Blessed Angela Salawa’s Story  
(September 9, 1881 – March 12, 1922) 
 
Angela served Christ and Christ’s little ones with all her strength. 

Born in Siepraw, near Kraków, Poland, she was the 11th child of 
Bartlomiej and Ewa Salawa. In 1897, she moved to Kraków where 
her older sister Therese lived. Angela immediately began to gather 
together and instruct young women domestic workers. During World 
War I, she helped prisoners of war without regard for their nationality or religion. The writings of Teresa of 
Avila and John of the Cross were a great comfort to her. 

Angela gave great service in caring for soldiers wounded in World War I. After 1918, her health did not permit 
(Continued on page 4) 



her to exercise her customary apostolate. Addressing herself to Christ, she wrote in her diary, “I want you to 
be adored as much as you were destroyed.” In another place, she wrote, “Lord, I live by your will. I shall die 
when you desire; save me because you can.” 

At her 1991 beatification in Kraków, Pope John Paul II said: “It is in this city that she worked, that she suffered 
and that her holiness came to maturity. While connected to the spirituality of Saint Francis, she showed an 
extraordinary responsiveness to the action of the Holy Spirit” (L’Osservatore Romano, volume 34, number 4, 
1991). 

Humility should never be mistaken for lack of conviction, insight or energy. Angela brought the Good News 
and material assistance to some of Christ’s “least ones.” Her self-sacrifice inspired others to do the same. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Fasting from sin: the never-ending Lenten challenge 
BY MIKE NELSON | CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021 
 
In the beginning, fasting was no big deal — or at least it shouldn’t have been. God gave Adam and Eve all they 
wanted, with one stipulation: Don’t eat the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden. And what happened? 
 
Father Daniel Merz, former associate director of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Office of Divine 
Worship, suggests that when Adam ate of the forbidden fruit, he put his faith not in God but in food. 
 
“The tragedy is not so much that Adam ate food but that he ate the food for its own sake, ‘apart’ from God 
and to be independent of him,” said Merz in a Lenten reflection for USCCB. By contrast, when Jesus was 
tempted by Satan with food, wealth and power in the desert after 40 days of fasting, he rejected Satan 
completely. Jesus knew that “one does not live on bread alone” (Mt 4:4). “For the Christian,” said Merz, 
“fasting is ultimately about fasting from sin.” “Fasting from sin” is a challenge all of us face daily, although it 
becomes more prominent, behaviorally speaking, for most of us during Lent, the season in which fasting is the 
second “pillar,” preceded by prayer and followed by almsgiving. 
 
Lent and its symbolism depicted in Scripture remind us that fasting from sin helps us connect to God and in 
particular to the covenant that God established with humankind from its earliest days. 
 
The first reading for the First Sunday of Lent recounts the aftermath of the great flood of 40 days and 40 
nights that covered the earth and wiped out all but those safely aboard Noah’s ark. Noah and his family had 
been spared because they had not engaged in the lawlessness and corruption that had gripped humankind 
since the original sin of Adam and Eve. 
 
When the floodwaters subsided, God told Noah he had established a covenant with humankind, symbolized 
by the rainbow, that he would never again permit such destruction. 
 



“When I bring clouds over the earth, and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the covenant I have made 
between me and you and all living beings” (Gn 9:14-15). 
 
But a covenant, of course, is a two-way street. In this case, humankind’s “end of the bargain” was that it 
should refrain — or, in the Lenten vernacular, “fast” — from its sinful behavior that led to the first flood. God 
was hoping, we can assume, that his covenant would bring a change of heart and a renewed appreciation for 
what God had provided. As history has shown, humankind hasn’t always lived up to the terms of the deal. It 
may be helpful, then, to consider and reflect on what Noah and his brood — human, four-footed, winged and 
otherwise — endured during their time aboard the ark. 
 
Confinement. Isolation. Deprivation. Sound familiar? 
 
Over the past year, because of the coronavirus pandemic, we have been fasting from our normal routines, 
including work, school, errands and socially gathering. Most of us have foregone (sacrificed) customary 
holiday, birthday and anniversary celebrations and much more. But in the interest of serving the greater good 
— the health and welfare of all fellow citizens of our world community — many of us have developed new 
patterns of living. As often as not, this new behavior entails refraining from overindulgences, which is about as 
Lenten as you can get. And it’s understandable that with Lent 2021 at hand, many of us might feel that we’ve 
already done just fine in the sacrifice department, no ark required. 
 
Because for many of us, along with the sacrifice has come a certain amount of suffering — loss of income, loss 
of employment, loss of good health and, most tragically, loss of loved ones. So why (continue to) fast in a year 
already filled with such difficulty and adversity? Put another way, how can we look forward to fasting rather 
than dread it? 
 
Perhaps nowhere in Scripture, apart from Jesus’ own fast in the desert, is there a more compelling argument 
for fasting than in the Book of Isaiah, in which the prophet decries those who would fast for their own sake: 
“Do not fast as you do today to make your voice heard on high” (Is 58:4). 
 
“Authentic” fasting, Isaiah suggests, is much more: setting free the oppressed, feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, caring for the sick, sheltering the homeless. 
 
“Then,” he declares, “your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your wound shall be quickly healed. Your 
vindication shall go before you” (Is 58:6-8). 
 
Our minds and hearts, Isaiah suggests, cannot be fixed solely on ourselves. Our fasting can lead us to 
something more than a desire to replenish our own bodies. 
 
It can lead us to a renewed appreciation and desire for God in our lives, to build a stronger relationship with 
Jesus, whose fast in the desert preceded his sacrifice on the cross that gave us our greatest gift: eternal 
salvation. A gift worth fasting from sin for, indeed. 
 
Yes, the rain still comes — but so does the rainbow. God has not reneged on his promise. 
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