
Proclaiming Jesus Christ as LordProclaiming Jesus Christ as LordProclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord   
March 28, 2021March 28, 2021March 28, 2021   

         

 

 
 

 

Blessed is He who comes in the name Blessed is He who comes in the name Blessed is He who comes in the name    
                              of the Lord!of the Lord!of the Lord!   

They took palm branches and went out They took palm branches and went out   
to meet Him shouting ...to meet Him shouting ...  
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Mk 11:10 
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In lieu of our Annual “Life Banquet” our much loved “Life Auction” is going Virtual  
this year! 

 
Your bid from the comfort of your own home will help us save babies! 

 
We will email you the online Auction Link at Noon on Saturday, March 27th! 

The Auction ends on Monday, March 29th. 
 

What’s in the Auction? We knew you’d ask! We will be announcing our exciting auction 
items on our Facebook page this week. Be sure to check the page every day  

to see what’s available! 
 

Thank you for your support!, 
 

The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland  
  
          Like and follow our facebook page here: 
 

https://gotwc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c10216936d001eefe6a9c3b83&id=123822b4c2&e=24c1b98c47 
 
 

Copyright (C) 2021 The Women's Centers of Greater Chicagoland. All rights reserved. 

 



Explanation of the Decree of Unification 
 
Dear parishioners, 
 
A decree is a pronouncement or document that formalizes a decision within the Church. In this case, the 
decree included here concerns the decision for our parishes to unify as a new parish after our grouping’s 
Renew My Church discernment. 
 
The decree states that St. Peter and St. Lambert will form a new parish on July 1, 2021. The decree states 
the new parish will have an ad interim name. This means that the parish will be called SS. Peter and Lambert 
Parish until we propose a new name to Cardinal Cupich for his consideration and approval.   
 
When you read the decree, you will notice the decree states St. Peter Church will be the parish church of the 
new parish and that the church of St. Lambert will be a church of the new parish. A couple of notes on this: 
 

One implication of St. Peter being designated the parish church means that the sacramental records 
of the new parish, as well as the past sacramental records of each of St. Peter and St. Lambert will be 
maintained at the offices on the St. Peter campus. For the current time, each parish’s records will 
remain at their current locations, and we will update everyone when the records are fully brought 
together at the office on the St. Peter campus. 
Second, the decree states that each of the churches of St. Peter and St. Lambert will be churches of 
the new parish. When a new parish is formed, all of the assets of each former parish become part of 
the new parish. This includes the churches. As shared at the announcement in January, both St. Peter 
and St. Lambert will continue to have a regular schedule for Mass. The specific Mass schedule after 
July 1 is an important topic we will discuss with parish leadership in the coming months. 
 

Let us hold fast to the Lord’s promise that He is with us always, and trust in the fact that He is at work in a 
special way within our faith community and is creating something new for all of us.   

 
 
 
Office of the A rchbishop  
835 North Rush Street  
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312.534 .8230  
archchicago.org 
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DECREE 

 
IN THE NAME OF GOD.  AMEN. 

 
Changing demographics have affected the size and wealth of the Archdiocese of 

Chicago and the vitality of her parishes.  This is particularly true in the City of Chicago 
itself, where the total population fell by nearly 21% since 1970, from 3,366,957 to an 
estimated 2,686,530 in 2020. The archdiocese has many vacant , old, and underused 
parochial buildings and fewer priests to pastor our faith communities. 
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Decree 
March 23, 2021 

 
 
According to the US Census Bureau, the Archdiocese of Chicago (Cook and Lake 

Counties in Illinois) had an estimated total population of 5,881,250 in 2018 .  The 2018 
Annuario Pontificio indicated our archdiocese had 345 parishes serving a Catholic 
population of 2,512,000 : an average of 7,281 Catholics per parish.  According to the same 
source, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles had a total population of 11,519,517, with 287 
parishes for a Catholic population of 4,362,000 : an average of 15,199 Catholics per parish.  
For the Archdiocese of New York , the figures were 2,656,987 Catholics in 294 parishes, an 
average 9,037 Catholics per parish.  A good number of our parishes were founded in the 
first half of the last century or earlier.  Many were established for national, linguistic, or 
ethnic groups that no longer reside in the archdiocese or in the neighborhoods where they 
once flourished . 

 
Many of our parishes are unable or struggling to support themselves .  Consequently , 

many have been receiving financial subsidies from the archdiocese.   From fiscal year 2012 
through fiscal year 2020 , the Archdiocese of Chicago provided $177 , 109,682.00 in support 
to parishes and Catholic schools : $46,332,584.00 to 106 parishes and $130,777,098.00 to 
83 Catholic schools .  This was an increase of $14,777, 155.00 over a single year: 
$3,711,999.00 more to parishes and $11,064, 156.00 more to Catholic schools.  Completely 
due to the generosity of the faithful people of the archdiocese and other gracious donors, 
these subsidies cannot continue at this high level, especially in times of enormous 
economic strain.  Our mission is to convert our parishes, helping them to become more 
vital , that is, active centers of Christian discipleship, evangelical mission, scholarship, and 
charitable outreach .  For this the parishes need a growing and stable membership and the 
financial means to support themselves . 

 
Nearly six years ago, inspired by the experience of St. Francis of Assisi before the cross of 

the ruined church of San Damiano and the Holy Father's dream of "a missionary option ... 
capable of transforming everything" (Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, n. 27, November 24, 2013) , and with wide and continuing consultation among the 
clergy and lay faithful of the Archdiocese of Chicago, particularly in the Presbyteral Council, 
we embarked on the inauguration of Renew My Church (RMC).  This is our multi-year 
process aimed at converting our parishes for mission.  It is the intention that every parish 
join with some of its neighbors (groupings) to plan the future.  Careful planning will create 
a menu of possibilities. We are identifying parishes to be reconfigured through pastoral 
coordination with neighboring parishes, divisions, unions, and other structural and 
governance changes. 

 
This decree concerns two parishes located in Skokie, Illinois, and encompassing 

approximately 12 square miles of the five parish Edens Valley Grouping in North suburban 
Cook County. These two parishes are St. Peter Parish (established 1868), 8116 Niles 
Center Road, Skokie, Illinois 60077-2520; and the adjacent St. Lambert Parish (established 
from St. Peter Parish 1951), 8148 Karlov Avenue, Skokie, Illinois 60076-3226. 
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In Fiscal Year 2020 the pre-COVID-19 average Sunday Mass attendance at St. Peter 
Parish was 1,151 (100% English-speaking). The same year the average Sunday attendance 
at St. Lambert Parish was 1,039 (99% English and 1% Latin). The combined total average 
Sunday attendance at the two parishes was 2,190 in late 2019, this is a total decline of 35% 
over 20 years (from 3,372 to 2,190). At St. Peter Parish, the decline over the same 20-year 
period was 44% (from 2,073 to 1,151). At St. Lambert Parish, the decline was 20% (from 
1,299 to 1,039). 

 
In Fiscal Year 2019, St. Peter Parish had an operating surplus of $119,058.00, capital 

needs of $1,414,750.00, no church debt (alongside school debt of $244, 138.00), and savings 
of $473, 165,00. In the same fiscal year St. Lambert Parish had an operating deficit of 
$30,561.00, capital needs of $726,800.00, no church debt, and savings of $14,203.00. 

 
During Fiscal Year 2019 liturgical life outside Sunday Mass at St. Peter Parish included 

60 funerals, five marriages, and 20 Baptisms.  In the same period there were 16 funerals, 
three 

marriages, and 16 Baptisms at St. Lambert Parish. The combined totals for the two 
parishes are 76 funerals, eight marriages, and 36 Baptisms, about average in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago for funerals and below average for marriages and Baptisms. The 
ratio of total funerals to the combined total of marriages and Baptisms, 76/44, indicates an 
elderly population in the parishes. The median age throughout the Grouping is 45, 
compared to 37 for the archdiocese. 

 
Following consultations last year with lay and clergy members of the parishes, including 

input from parishioners at large, a report was submitted to the Archdiocesan Standards and 
Recommendations Commission, a group of lay and clergy representatives from across the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. Recently, the Commission submitted its recommendations to the 
pastoral leadership of the archdiocese.  Due to declining participation in Sunday Mass at 
both parishes, fewer diocesan and religious priests to serve our parishes (from 602 in 2010 
to 541 in 2020), and significant capital needs at both parishes, changes are in order.  The 
Church in this area will struggle financially and administratively to sustain more than one 
parish.  For evangelization and discipleship to be the focus of future mission, the 
consolidation of resources under the leadership of a single pastor and pastoral team is 
needed. 

 
THEREFORE, know that I, Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, according to 
the norms of canon 50, canon 121, canon 127 §§1 & 3, canon 166, and canon 515 §2 of the 
Code of Canon Law, have before me the proposal of the Archdiocesan Standards and 
Recommendations Commission, that the above-mentioned St. Peter Parish and St. 
Lambert Parish, both in the north suburban Village of Skokie, Illinois, be 
extinguished as separate juridic persons in the Church and united to form one new 
juridic person, a territorial parish within the combined territories of St. Peter Parish and St. 
Lambert Parish, with St. Peter Church to be designated the parish church.   
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Know also, I convened the Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Chicago via video 
conference over the internet on January 19, 2021. Then, after hearing the Presbyteral 
Council and receiving its vote of 32 for and four against the proposal, Iaccepted the 
Presbyteral Council's advice and now, invoking the Holy Spirit, 
 

I decree the following: 
 
1. Effective July 1, 2021, the above-mentioned St. Peter Parish and St. Lambert Parish 

shall be extinguished as separate juridic persons in the Church and united to form one new 
juridic person, a territorial parish within the combined territories of St. Peter Parish and St. 
Lambert Parish, the new parish to be called, ad interim, SS. Peter and Lambert Parish; 

 
2. The missions of the two extinguished parishes will be subsumed into those of the 

new SS. Peter and Lambert Parish; 
 
3. Each and all the parishioners of the two extinguished parishes, along with the 

faithful domiciled within the new parish boundaries, will be parishioners of the new SS. 
Peter and Lambert Parish; 

 
4. The territory of the new SS. Peter and Lambert Parish will be as depicted 

and described on the map and in the document attached to this decree; 
 
5. Subject to the intention of founders and donors, and with due regard for any 

acquired rights, the goods and patrimonial rights of the two extinguished parishes, 
together with any obligations with which they may be burdened, will be those of the new 
SS. Peter and Lambert Parish (see canon 121); 

 
6. The churches of the extinguished St. Peter Parish and the extinguished St. 

Lambert Parish will both be churches of the new SS. Peter and Lambert Parish, retaining 
their own titles, and St. Peter Church shall be designated the parish church of the new 
parish; 

 
7. The data submitted to the Presbyteral Council on this matter, together with 

the minutes of the Council meeting of January 19, 2021, are to be attached to this 
decree and will become available upon request to those eligible to receive them; 

 
8. The sacramental records and other materials relevant to historical research 

pertaining to the two extinguished parishes will be collected and maintained at the 
St. Peter Church campus,  
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unless otherwise determined by the expert staff of the Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archives and Records Center of the Archdiocese of Chicago; and 

 
9. Notification of this decree shall be given immediately through the official 

website of the Archdiocese of Chicago.  The decree shall be conveyed to the pastors 
of St. Peter Parish and St. Lambert Parish. As soon as possible, the pastors shall 
inform their parishioners of the decree through the parish bulletin or other suitable 
means. 

 
 

Before hierarchical recourse (appeal) may be taken against this decree, a written, dated, and 
signed petition asking me to revoke or amend the decree must be delivered or sent to me within ten (10) 
useful days from notification of the decree (CI C cc. 1734, 1735, 1737).  The address is Office of the 
Archbishop of Chicago, Archbishop  Quigley Center, 835 North Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611. 

 

Given this 23rd day of March, A D. 2021 .  
From Holy Name Cathedral , 
Chicago , Illinois 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE DATA SUBMITTED TO THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF 
CHICAGO AND THE MINUTES OF THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
OF JANUARY 19, 2021, ARE ATTACHED TO THE FOREGOING DECREE AND 
WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFICE FOR CANONICAL AFFAIRS UPON 

REQUEST FROM THOSE LEGITIMATELY SEEKING THEM 
 

/k - 12Ad-· Uh._ 

Ecclesiastical Notary 
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On the way to Jerusalem, the people gave 
Jesus  a wonderful welcome, some throwing 
their coats on the street, others spreading 

out palms they had cut in the fields.  
Running ahead and following after, they 

were calling out, 
Hosanna! 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
LORD!! 

Hosanna in the highest!”  
 

Copyright © 2021 All right reserved. This site is a project of  
MMBOX PRODUCTION  

Hand Print Palm: 
Trace your hand on green construction paper and cut 
out your hand print. Or you can use plain paper and 
color with a green crayon, marker or pencil. 
 
Make extra for a more full palm. 
 
Glue the hand prints to a paint stick, ruler, pencil, 
whatever you have available. 
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Sunday Offertory Collection 
 
 

March 
Sunday Envelopes:  $3,283.00 
Sunday Env. Mail In:         405.00 
Loose:                     230.00 
GiveCentral:                   1,319.37 
Total:                           $5,237.37 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rectory:  
8148 N Karlov Avenue  
Skokie, IL 60076 
Phone: (847) 673-5090 
 
E-mail: saintlambert@aol.com 
      
Sunday Masses: (5 pm Sat)  
8am, 10am, 12pm 
 
Confessions: Saturday at 3:30 pm 
 
Pastor: Rev. Richard Simon  
 
Rev. Know-it-all:  
reverendknow-itall.blogspot.com 
  
Deacon:  Mr. Chick O’Leary 
  
Music Director: Mr. Steven Folkers 
 
Office Staff:  Debbie Morales-Garcia 
debbie.stlambert@aol.com. 
 
Religious Education: Gina Roxas 
youthchurchred@gmail.com 

 
St. Lambert Parish - Skokie, IL 
 

Website: www.StLambert.org 
 
To Register as a Parishioner:  
Go to stlambert.org under “About Us”  
or by phone.  
 
Baptisms: Third Sundays of the 
month at 1:30 pm. For guidelines and 
more information please speak to 
Deacon Chick after mass. 
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Saint Peter Regalado - Saint of the Day for 
March 30 
(1390 – March 30, 1456) 
 

Saint Peter Regalado’s Story 

Peter lived at a very busy time in history. The 
Great Western Schism (1378-1417) was 
settled at the Council of Constance (1414-
1418). France and England were fighting the 
Hundred Years’ War, and in 1453, the 
Byzantine Empire was completely wiped out by 
the loss of Constantinople to the Turks. At 
Peter’s death, the age of printing had just 
begun in Germany, and Columbus’s arrival in 

the New World was less than 40 years away. 

Peter came from a wealthy and pious family in Valladolid, Spain. At the 
age of 13, he was allowed to enter the Conventual Franciscans. Shortly 
after his ordination, he was made superior of the friary in Aguilar. He 
became part of a group of friars who wanted to lead a life of greater 
poverty and penance. In 1442, he was appointed head of all the Spanish 
Franciscans in his reform group. 

Peter led the friars by his example. A special love of the poor and the sick 
characterized Peter. Miraculous stories are told about his charity to the 
poor. For example, the bread never seemed to run out as long as Peter 
had hungry people to feed. Throughout most of his life, Peter went 
hungry; he lived only on bread and water. 

Immediately after his death on March 31, 1456, his grave became a place 
of pilgrimage. Peter was canonized in 1746. 

 

Reflection 
 
Peter was an effective leader of the friars because he did not become 
ensnared in anger over the sins of others. Peter helped sinning friars 
rearrange the priorities in their lives and dedicate themselves to living the 
gospel of Jesus Christ as they had vowed. This patient correction is an 
act of charity available to all Franciscans, not just to superiors. 

Thank you for your continued support!    
 

Offertory envelopes for 2021 are available. 
 

Please contact Debbie at 847.673.5090 or  
debbie.stlambert@aol.com  

to make arrangements for pick up.  


