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May 2, 2021 — Fifth Sunday of Easter 
ACTS 9:26-31; PS 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32; 1 JN 3:18-24; JN 15:4A, 5B 

Our readings today teach us what it means to bear fruit as disciples of Christ. We hear in each of our 
readings that it is from the Lord that good effects will be produced in our lives. 
 
In our first reading, we hear about Saul and the other apostles that were preaching the Good News of Jesus 
Christ and defending the faith. These disciples knew that 
they were doing the will of God by the good effects of their 
work, as it states, “The church throughout all Judea, Galilee 
and Samaria was at peace,” and again, “It was being built up 
and walked in the fear of the Lord, and with the consolation 
of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.” 
 
We must take note that the work they were doing was “with 
the consolation of the Holy Spirit.” It was not their work 
alone, but the work of God. They spread the Good News in 
His name and with the aid of the Holy Spirit. 
 
If we take this reading and apply it to our lives today, we must ask ourselves, ‘how is God bearing fruit in my 
life?’ and ‘have I invited the Holy Spirit to work in my life?’ The reality is, the more we try to produce good 
effects in our lives, the more we will become disappointed if all we are relying on is our own efforts. It is only 
by inviting the Holy Spirit into our everyday moments that we will see goodness poured out. 
 
Jesus clearly tells us how to do this in our Gospel, as He says, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever 
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” We can remain in 
Christ by staying faithful to His commandments and frequently receiving the sacraments. And our day to day 
moments should be a reflection of those commitments. 
 
That could mean opening our day with a prayer of thanksgiving, setting aside time for intentional prayer, 
smiling at those we see on the street, asking God for help as we begin our work day, cleaning up after the 
kids in gratitude, praising God in moments of trial, taking time to listen to our spouse after a long day. To 
remain in Christ means, in all that we do, we do it with the Lord. 
 
When we live a life like that—as a branch never separated from its vine—God will produce bountiful fruit in 
our lives. 
 
And thankfully, all that does not bear fruit will be taken away. As Jesus tells us, “He takes away every branch 
in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.” By remaining in 
Christ, our Lord will remove all the ugly in our lives and form us into more fruitful disciples. 
 
Let us begin this week reflecting on these questions, ‘how is God bearing fruit in my life?’ and ‘have I invited 
the Holy Spirit to work in my life?’ Then let us consider the areas of our days that we can more fully invite the 
Lord into. May we strive to stay connected to the Vine 
 

Religious Education:  
Gina Roxas 
youthchurchred@gmail.com 
 
Baptisms: Third Sundays of  
the month at 1:30 pm. For 
guidelines and more information 
please speak to Deacon Chick 
after mass. 

To Register as a  
Parishioner:  
Go to stlambert.org under 
“About Us”  or by phone.  
 
For online Giving: 
givecentral.org/location/204  



Golden Wedding - September 19, 2021 
 
 The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass is scheduled to 
be held on Sunday, September 19, 2021 at 2:30 p.m. 
Couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary this 
year are invited to participate. Please note, this Mass is 
planned as a live event with participants attending on 
site. With the uncertainty of the how the COVID-19 virus 
will be this Fall, this Mass may need to be moved to an 
online liturgy due to ongoing mitigation efforts associated 
with the pandemic. More details on the Mass, including 
location and relevant COVID-19 precautions, will be 
available in early summer 2021. Couples interested in 
participating can register here. Please 
contact familyministries@archchicago.org with any 

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWER 
SALE  

 
May 8 & 9 Flowers are a Mother’s 
favorite! On Saturday, May 8 and Sunday, 
May 9, the Respect Life Committee will 
sell beautiful bouquets of fresh cut 
flowers after all Masses. Bright sunflowers 
and lilies will bring cheer to a home, and 
much -loved roses will add beautiful 
touches of color.  
 
This year we will be selling a brand new 
selection of colorful bouquets:  
Shining Star (7 stems)--$10  
Little Lamb (assorted mini bouquets)--$12  
Heart of the Home (8 stems)--$15  
Queen of the May (12 stems)--$20  
Oh Beautiful Mother (14 stems)--$30  
 
Proceeds will be used to help young 
women facing a crisis pregnancy 
situation and in need assistance. Please 
support this life-saving work of The 
Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland. 
Since its founding in 1984, The Women’s 
Centers have helped saved more than 
40,000 babies and their mothers from 
the tragedy of abortion. For more 
information, please visit their website at 
www.GoTwc.org.  
 
Thank you for your generous support.  



 
Catholic Charities Mother’s Day 
Collection - May 9, 2021 
 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
continues to be a safety net for all of us throughout 
Chicagoland when the unexpected happens, always 
ready to help people going through difficult times just 
as it did 100+ years ago when it was founded to help 
the growing number of people in need as the Spanish 
Influenza was sweeping the globe after World War I. 
 
Even as we celebrate and are profoundly grateful for 
the COVID-19 vaccine and the significant progress we 
are making to end this pandemic, we know that its 
effects for too many people are deep and lasting.  
 
That includes mothers, who are the great unsung 
heroes—and disproportionate victims—of the 
pandemic.  
 
Women, especially women already challenged by 
poverty, food insecurity, mental health challenges, and 
lack of health care, have experienced higher rates of 
infection, more loss of life, and greater job losses.   
 
This Mother’s Day, they need our help.  
 
 

 
Mothers are the first to teach us about community and compassion.  I think we all have memories of 

important lessons we learned by observing our mothers.  [My own mother used to say … or I 
remember my mother saying or doing X…]. 
 

Today, as we honor mothers, as we look to the example of Jesus’ mother, Mary, I ask that you please 
consider a gift to the Catholic Charities Mother Day Collection. 

 
You gift means the mothers most in need can access the resources they need—food, rental assistance, 

counseling--to ensure their families can become stable and strong.   
 

What better way to honor our own mothers and other women we admire than by helping other moms 
provide for and strengthen their own families?  To be part of their resilience and success. To live out 

the lessons our mothers—many of whom had their own struggles—
worked hard to ingrain in us.  
 
Please give what you can this Mother’s Day to the second collection, 
mail in your gift in the envelope provided at the back of the church, 
give online at www.catholicharities.net or by texting HOPE to 878787, 
Thank you.      
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Saint Hilary of Arles’  
(c. 401 – May 5, 449) 
 
Saint Hilary of Arles’ Story 
 
It’s been said that youth is wasted on the young. In some ways, that was true 
for today’s saint. 

Born in France in the early fifth century, Hilary came from an aristocratic 
family. In the course of his education he encountered his relative, Honoratus, 
who encouraged the young man to join him in the monastic life. Hilary did so. 
He continued to follow in the footsteps of Honoratus as bishop. Hilary was 
only 29 when he was chosen bishop of Arles. 

The new, youthful bishop undertook the role with confidence. He did manual 
labor to earn money for the poor. He sold sacred vessels to ransom captives. He became a magnificent 
orator. He traveled everywhere on foot, always wearing simple clothing. 

That was the bright side. Hilary encountered difficulty in his relationships with other bishops over whom 
he had some jurisdiction. He unilaterally deposed one bishop. He selected another bishop to replace one 
who was very ill–but, to complicate matters, did not die! Pope Saint Leo the Great kept Hilary a bishop 
but stripped him of some of his powers. 

Hilary died at 49. He was a man of talent and piety who, in due time, had learned how to be a bishop. 

Reflection 

Saint Hilary teaches us to respect authority even if found in a young person. Age is not the issue: 
prudence and wisdom are. 

 
 
Saint Rose Venerini 
(February 9, 1656 – May 7, 1728) 
 

Saint Rose Venerini’s Story 

Rose was born at Viterbo in Italy, the daughter of a doctor. Following 
the death of her fiancé she entered a convent, but soon returned home 
to care for her newly widowed mother. Meanwhile, Rose invited the 
women of the neighborhood to recite the rosary in her home, forming a 
sort of sodality with them. 

As she looked to her future under the spiritual guidance of a Jesuit priest, Rose became convinced that 
she was called to become a teacher in the world rather than a contemplative nun in a convent. Clearly, 
she made the right choice: She was a born teacher, and the free school for girls she opened in 1685 was 
well received. 

Soon the cardinal invited her to oversee the training of teachers and the administration of schools in his 
diocese of Montefiascone. As Rose’s reputation grew, she was called upon to organize schools in many 
parts of Italy, including Rome. Her disposition was right for the task as well, for Rose often met 
considerable opposition but was never deterred. 
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Parable of the vine and the branches 
John 15:1-7 
 
 
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain 
in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain 
in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 
and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and 
my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 
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She died in Rome in 1728, where a number of miracles were attributed to her. She was beatified in 1952 
and canonized in 2006. The sodality, or group of women she had invited to prayer, was ultimately given 
the rank of a religious congregation. Today, the so-called Venerini Sisters can be found in the United 
States and elsewhere, working among Italian immigrants. 

Reflection 

Whatever state of life God calls us to, we bring with us an assortment of experiences, interests and 
gifts—however small they seem to us. Rose’s life stands as a reminder that all we are is meant to be put 
to service wherever we find ourselves. 

 


