
 “ Glory to God in the Highest and on earth  
Peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 



 

The FBI Report  
   Father Bob Irish, Pastor 
 669-8335 ext. 11   
 frbob@stjudedewitt.com 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 
 On behalf of our parish staff and all our families I extend a warm and inviting welcome to all who are visiting 
us during this holy season of our Lord’s birth.  May you, your families and loved ones have a blessed, joy-filled and 
holy Christmas; and may all God’s blessing be upon you in the New Year! 
           Our parish community tries to do our best to welcome all no matter their walk in life.  So whether you are 
young or old, tall or short, heavy set or slim built, rich or poor, with or without hair, single, married or divorce, living 
alone or have a family with children of any age (especially to those who have babies that can't sit still or talk      
quietly), we welcome you! 
 We welcome those who are in need of prayer, or a friend of faith to walk with, maybe had religion shoved 
down their throat as a kid, not sure who God is for you, got lost in traffic and ended up in our parking lot by mistake 
or by God’s plan for you to be here.  And it doesn't matter if you are flexible or inflexible, tolerant or intolerant, like 
to laugh or have difficulty laughing in life...We Welcome You!          
 Who are we as a Catholic Church since Jesus Christ?  
  The Catholic Community of St. Jude is one small piece of the world-wide Roman Catholic Church (also 
known as the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church, since Rome is the seat of Peter).   The Catholic Church is made up 
of families of every race, we are men and women, sinners and saints.  Our family started with the First Family (Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph) and over the centuries has spanned the globe.   
 Over time with God’s grace, the Catholic Church started hospitals to care for the sick.  We established  
orphanages and help the poor.  We are the largest charitable organization on the planet bringing relief and   
comfort to those in need.  We educate more children than any other scholarly or religious institution.  We             
developed scientific methods and laws of evidence.  We founded the college system.  We defend the dignity of 
all human life from conception until death and uphold marriage and family.  Cities were named after our revered 
saints who navigated a sacred path before us.  Guided by the Holy Spirit we compiled the Bible.  We are         
transformed by sacred scripture and sacred traditions which have consistently guided us for 2000 plus years.  We 
are the Catholic Church with over one billion in our family sharing sacraments of wholeness with our Christian faith.    
  Jesus, himself, laid down the foundation for our faith when he said to Peter, the first Pope “You are Rock 
and upon this Rock I shall build my Church.” For over 2000 years we have had an unbroken line of Shepherds   
guiding the Catholic Church with love and truth in a confused and hurting world.  And in this world filled with    
chaos, hardship and pain, it is comforting to know that somethings remain consistent, true and strong--our Catholic 
faith and eternal love that God has for all creation.  
What do Catholics believe? 
 "Our profession of faith begins with God, for God is the First and the Last, the beginning and the end of   
everything. The Credo begins with God the Father, for the Father is the first divine person of the Most Holy Trinity; our 
Creed begins with the creation of heaven and earth, for creation is the beginning and the foundation of all God's 
works." ---the Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 198 
 Catholic belief is succinctly expressed in the profession of faith or credo called the Nicene Creed that is 
written below. 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
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and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Who is St. Jude that our parish community is named after? 
 St. Jude, known as Thaddaeus, was a brother of St. James the Less, and a relative of Our Savior. St. Jude 
was one of the 12 Apostles of Jesus.   Ancient writers tell us that he preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, 
Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Lybia.  According to Eusebius, he returned to Jerusalem in the year 62, and 
assisted at the election of his brother, St. Simeon, as Bishop of Jerusalem. He is an author of an epistle (letter) to 
the Churches of the East, particularly the Jewish converts, directed against the heresies of the Simonians,  
Nicolaites, and Gnostics.   
 This Apostle is said to have suffered martyrdom in Armenia, which was then subject to Persia.  The final 
conversion of the Armenian nation to Christianity did not take place until the third century of our era. Jude is in-
voked in desperate situations because his New Testament letter stresses that the faithful should persevere in the 
environment of harsh, difficult circumstances, just as their forefathers had done before them.   
 St. Jude Thaddeus is the Patron Saint of Hope or desperate/impossible cases and his feast day is October 
28. St. Jude is traditionally depicted carrying the image of Jesus in his hand.  This recalls one of his miracles during 
his work spreading the Word of God.  King Abagar of Edessa asked Jesus to cure him of leprosy and sent an art-
ist to bring him a drawing of Jesus.  Impressed with Abagar’s great faith, Jesus pressed His face on a cloth, leav-
ing the image of His face on it.  He gave the cloth to St. Jude, who took the image to Abagar and cured 
him.  Also St. Jude is often depicted with a tongue of flame above his head. This flame represents his receipt of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as one of the twelve apostles present in the Upper Room.     
But who are we as The Catholic Community of St. Jude?   
  We, too, are families made up of every race and we are young and old, rich and poor, men and wom-
en, sinners and saints.  Every since our founding as a parish community a little less than 50 years ago with just 
over 100 families, we have grown to over 1350 registered households and continue to grow each week. 
  And ever since that founding we have reached out to provide comfort to those in need in various pro-
grams and ministries.  Programs such as our food pantry which feeds hundreds of people each month; provide 
educational supplies & clothing to children in need; our Warm Hearts program that provides financial assistance 
for  heating, electric or rent bills; the Dresser or Crib program that provides basic items for expectant mothers 
who may not have the resources to provide for the birth of their child; ministry visits to those who are home-
bound, in nursing or hospital facilities who wish to receive the Eucharist or are in need of the anointing of the sick; 
we offer faith formation for our people from pre-K years and up to adult; promote respect of life for the unborn 
and the elderly; we make prayer quilts and blankets to give to those who are in need of prayer; we serve lunch 
once a week to our senior citizens; we provide funeral luncheons; our youth go out doing mission outreach to 
areas within our diocese (and at times around our country) to be united with our sisters and brothers less fortu-
nate than us; and we gather in prayer & in song in support of each other especially when another may not feel 
like praying or singing.  We do so much more and invite you to learn more of all that we do by visiting our web-
site www.stjudedewitt.com or befriend us on Facebook to keep up to date on all the things that are happening 
when they happen.  But most of all we invite you to come back and join us in fellowship of prayer each week. 
  We have prayed for you every hour of every day whenever we celebrate the Mass.  Yes, we are the 
Catholic Church and if you have been away from the Catholic Church or would like to learn more about what 
the Catholic faith is all about, then on behalf of our Catholic Community of St. Jude, I invite you to come back 
home and take another look for ours is one family united in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.   
  We are Catholic, Welcome Home! 



 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas 
         Is Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:16/Lk 2:15-20 
11:00AM  Mass: People of St Jude 
 
Monday, December 26, Saint Stephen, The First    
Martyr 
         Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22 
  Parish and Formation Offices will be closed 
    
Tuesday, December 27, Saint John, Apostle and 
Evangelist 
             1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
    Noon  Senior Luncheon 
6:00PM  No Mass 
                             
Wednesday, December 28, The Holy Innocents,     
Martyrs 
 1 Jn 1:5-2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
8:00AM Mass:  Joan Kurkowski by Tom Kurkowski 
 
Thursday, December 29, Saint Thomas Becket,    
Bishop and Martyr 
               1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35 
8:00AM  Mass:  People of St. Jude 
 
Friday, December 30, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph 
 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
8:00AM  Mass: People of St. Jude  
       
Saturday, December 31, Saint Sylvester I, Pope 
   1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 
  4:00PM Reconciliation  
5:00PM  Mass: Tim and Owen Wingle 
                                           by the Wingle Family 
 
Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, The Holy 
Mother of God 
         Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
8:00AM  K of C Rosary 
8:30AM  Mass: Carlos Martinez  
        by the Martinez Family  
11:00AM  Mass: People of St Jude 

Mass Intentions & Events for the Week  

 Greetings Corner                
Birthday Blessings to Tom Kurkowski, Larry 
Maurer, Donna Schumann and Michael Ashley
                            
Happy Anniversary on the occasion of their 
 59th to Eugene & Karine Russell 
           57th to Edward & Patricia Martin 

 

Celebrating a milestone anniversary, a milestone birthday, a 
notable accomplishment?  If you happen to be celebrating a 
milestone birthday, 65 and older (we automatically print those 

who are celebrating 65, 70, 75, 80 and over)  and we  know 
about it, we will congratulate those folks. Contact the parish office 

at 669-8335 x 13 if you have someone to add.   

 

    Mission Statement 
  We, the people of the Catholic Community of St. Jude, are followers           
of Christ. Empowered by the Holy Spirit and under the guidance of 
our bishop and pastor, we strive to use our diverse skills and unique 
vision to build the kingdom of God in our hearts and in our world. 
We strive to live the Gospel and reflect the compassion and love of 

Jesus to all  people.  
 

              Church & Community Center:  
801 N. Bridge St.      (517) 669‐6049 Community Center 

          

Parish Offices are located at  409 Wilson Street  
Phone  (517) 669‐8335    Fax (517) 669‐8343  

Religious Forma on Office Phone (517) 669‐8341 
 

A er Hours Emergency phone (517) 803‐0911 
 

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday thru Friday 9:00AM to 5:00PM 

Bulle n Deadline is 10:00AM Wednesdays  
‐ Contact Tina Simon 

 

Other Parish Staff & Phone Extensions  
 

                        Deacon Ted Heutsche 
                        Email: eaconted@stjudedewi com 
   
                                                Deacon Kevin Orth  
              Email:  deaconkevin@stjudedewi .com 
 

                        Parish Office Manager: Chris na Simon    
                              Ext. 13 
                           Email:   nasimon@stjudedewi .com 
 
                                    Bookkeeper: Rosemary Starn   
                                        Ext. 15  
                    Email:  rosiestarn@stjudedewi .com 
 
                     Maintenance:  Ray Taylor 

 
 

  Helping Hands Ministry  phone  (517) 930‐1383 
     

Weekend Masses 
Saturday, 5:00PM, Sunday, 8:30AM, 11:00AM    

 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesdays at 6:00PM (Sept‐May)  

Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays  8:00AM 
 

Reconcilia on  
Saturdays, 4:00PM‐4:30PM or by appointment  

 
Other Area Reconcilia on Opportuni es 

St. Thomas Aquinas (E. Lansing)  Saturday 3‐4PM & following 4:30PM Mass 
St. John the Evangelist (MSU)Mon., Wed. & Fri. 11AM‐Noon, Tues.8‐ 9PM 
St. Therese of Lisieux (Lansing)  Saturday 3:30PM  
St. Joseph (St. Johns)              Saturday 4PM  
St. Gerard (Lansing)                Saturday at 9AM– 10AM 
 

www.stjudedewi .com 
Visit us on our Parish and Youth Facebook pages 

 



 

Next Sunday’s  Scriptures   
 A reflection on the readings for Mass next Sunday, January 1 

   The Spirit guides and strengthens us, that we might share Christ’s light, love, and peace with others.  Today, we celebrate the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. As we hear in Galatians: God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 
ransom those under the law. As Catholics, we believe that our Savior, Jesus Christ, is both fully human and divine. Therefore, 
the Church confesses Mary to be truly the “Mother of God” (CCC 495).  
   When the angel announced to Mary that God had chosen her to become the mother of Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, 
Mary had a choice. She could have said no. Instead, in humility and perfect fidelity, Mary responded “yes” to what God was 
asking of her.  As a result of her freely given consent to the will of God and her cooperation with God’s grace, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary conceived our Lord and Savior, Jesus, in her womb by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
   As today’s second reading, Galatians 4:4-7, tells us, God sent his Son to be born of a human mother so that we all might 
become sons and daughters of God. As proof that we are God’s children, God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts. However, 
it is up to us to open our hearts to the Holy Spirt, and to respond to the Holy Spirit’s promptings.  
   Like Mary, we have a choice. We can allow the Holy Spirit within us to guide and direct us, or we can say no. We can choose 
to ignore the holy nudges we receive. If our lives are crowded with too much noise and activity, it’s likely that we may fail to be 
attentive and responsive to the promptings of the Spirit stirring within us. That’s why it’s so important to take quiet time and listen 
to God so we may do his will and be faithful to his call for our lives. 
   We hear in today’s Gospel, Luke 2:16-21, that Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Let’s do the same. On 
this first day of the new year, we review our goals and make resolutions to discipline ourselves by losing weight, exercising more, 
or other similar efforts. What if we take some quiet time to listen to what God’s plan for us might be in the year ahead? What if 
we reflect on whatever we hear in the silence? What might happen if we choose to act on God’s plan for us as the days, weeks 
and months of this new year unfold? Very simply, our lives will be changed so that more and more we will come to share Christ’s 
light, love and peace with all those we encounter. 

We remember in prayer . .  
All who  are  sick may  be  healed  in  body  and  spirit,  especially:  Joanie Eckhart, Dave & Eileen Church, Anita Sullenger, Debbie 
Platt, Tom Adams, William Steinman, Doris Welsh, Fr. Charlie Irvin, Deacon Ted Heutsche, Fr. John Fain, David Hanses, 
Larry Garagiola, Bill Pearson Jr., Jean Cramner, Bruce Ely, Sarah Swank, Ken Jensen, Sharon Hunt, Pam Becka, June Dennany, 
Jim Wilson, Connie Kwiek, Barbara Bernardo, James Irish,  Irene Gilbreath, Don Williams, Steve Kelly, Jerry Strayer, Cathy 
Smith, Becky Schafer, Brian Byelich, David Starn, Larry Starn, Therese VanWormer, Robert Steinman, Barbara Katch-Smith, 
Brian Shellberg, Jackie Hunt, Penni Sweeney, Mary Jo Piecuch, Mary Therese Swanson, Robert Ataman, Samantha Sontich, 
Deanna Hartwell, Sarah Grondin, Jeff Church, Steffi Kracko, Tom Reid, Pat McCrackin, Camilla Smith,  Kari Quimby, Cheryl 
Corr, Greg Gillispie, Peg Schmid, Kathleen Gladding, Mary Erickson, Rose Parks, Elizabeth Downie, Cathy Koski, Carol 
Haege, Daniel Thelen, Judy Welling, Ken Mohnke, Bethany Ames, Mary Montcalm, John Baibak, Jordan Ramos, Nick 
Robinson, Jean Wirick, Claire Block, Fred & Patricia Strouse, Thomas Lynch, Stephanie Dorr, Julie Biergans, Gordon Rogers, 
Jack Marten, Vickie Bedard, Laurie Wrzesinski, Katie Frayer, Maria Bevard, Joan Jackson, Michael Krohn, Matt & Elijah Kost, 
Janet Cousineau, Barb Smith, Myrtle Daugherty, Helen Hoffman, Ted Courter, Melodie Barber, Harold Moody, Joel Broderick.   
 If you have someone listed here who has recovered please contact Tina at 669‐8335 x13 so their names can be removed.  

Anniversaries of deceased friends and family from our parish 
 

 
 
 
Frederick Grove             December 25, 2006 
Janet Days  December 25, 2011 
Anastasia Hanley December 25, 2013 
Colleen Steinman December 27, 1988 
Doris Powell  December 27, 2010 

 
 
 
Richard Smeage December 28, 1995 
Sandra Childress December 28, 2014 
Lawrence Kramp December 29, 1984 
Marie Parisi  December 29, 2007 
Mary Terrell  December 30, 1981 
Lisa Richter  December 31, 1976 

Please remember in prayer our parish members and their families that are serving in our armed forces.   
Bre , Chandra, Christopher, Stephen, Ma , Vann, Kara, Robert, Tyler, Kyle, Michael, Joseph, Erin, 

Ma , Michael, Ryan, Tamara, and Dalton. 
 

Dear God, we pray to give all of our soldiers the courage and strength to do the duty that is 
required of them.  May they always remember our apprecia on for the sacrifice they are making 
for us.  We are thankful for the men and women who are willing to risk their lives to protect our 
freedom.  We ask you to go with each one of them and protect them wherever they go.  Amen 



 

Liturgical Ministry Schedule for December 31 and January 1 

 

5:00PM Mass 
Altar Server: Haley Schafer 
Eucharis c Ministers: Lyle & Beverly 
Nichols, Bill Prince, Terry Schaefer,  
Tina Simon, Rosie Starn 
Lector: Marla Swanson 
Mass Coordinator: Terry Humenik 
Ushers: Dick Byelich, Andrew 
Schneider, Terry Starn, Gordon 
Vanderwier  
 
 

8:30AM Mass 
Altar Servers:  Ava Smith, Gabrielle 
Stafford, Paige Thelen 
Eucharis c Ministers:  Elizabeth 
Braun, Sue Garmo/Braun, Linda 
Kahler, Dave Koenigsknecht, Paul & 
Norma Koleda  
Lector:  Ma hew Stafford   
                   and Rosa Fedewa 
Mass Coordinator:  Larry Stafford 
Ushers: Hans Braun, Craig Kahler, 
Adam Kahler, Michael  Petersen 

 11:00AM Mass 
Altar Servers:  Josephine  Ives,  
Isac Rios, Rylie Stevens 
Eucharis c Ministers:  
Kenneth & Tina Ashbrook,  
Bob & Lisa Schroeder,  
James & Kathy Wilson 
Lector: Eileen Phillips 
Mass Coordinator: Anna Neher 
Ushers: Doug Cook, Sco  Despins,  
Mark  Kromer, Bob Swanson  

Faith Formation News 

Grades Pre-K through 8th: Mary Lippert, Director , 669-8341  ext. 17  marylippert@stjudedewitt.com 

 

Forma on Administra on Assistant:  Laurie Seybert   Email: laurieseybert@stjudedewi .com    ext. 16  
Faith Forma on Program Assistant:    Lynda Roof         Email:  lyndaroof@stjudedewi .com         ext. 19 

FAITH is a verb in Faith Formation 
Faith Formation at St. Jude is more than a concept or feeling, it’s an action! As early as 4 years old, 

children are invited to participate in Wee Believers during Sunday   services. They are able to hear the Liturgy of the 
Word at their own faith level, sing, play instruments, pray and make projects.  Every month, Fr. Bob celebrates a    
Children’s Mass where children have the best seats in the house, see baptisms up close and gather around the altar 
for the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Elementary students meet weekly with  catechists who share their faith and love of the gospel.  Students set the    
prayer table, celebrate Holy Days, march in an Alleluia  Parade and host a May Crowning to end the year. 
 
Students in grades 5-8 meet 13 times a year for faith, fellowship and FUN. Who wouldn’t have fun learning about Jesus 
with 130 of their best friends?  Large group activities have the students writing letters to servicemen, making care 
packages for children in crisis situations, playing faith-based games, collecting food for the food pantry and  hosting 
large events for the St. Jude community like Bethlehem Marketplace and Live Stations of the Cross.  Part of the       
appeal of the program is Dinner Ministry; Jesus fed the people and so does St. Jude Faith  Formation! 
 
Students begin Reconciliation and First  Eucharist prep in the 2nd grade.  Separate family workshops bring life to the 
sacraments with active curriculum, family projects and celebrations.  



 

 
 

Bap sm: To schedule a bap sm or register for the    
bap smal  prepara on  program, parents may contact 

Laurie Seybert or Deacon Ted.  Bap sms may be       
celebrated  during the Masses on the second weekend 

of each month, except during Lent.  The next Bap sm Prepara on Class will be held Tuesday,        
February 21 at 7PM at the Parish Offices at 409 Wilson Street.  Please contact Laurie Seybert at       

669‐8343 ext. 16 or by email at  
laurieseybert@stjudedewi .com to register or for  

informa on about preparing for your child’s Bap sm. 
  
Marriage: Arrangements should be made with Fr. Bob at least 

one year in advance of your proposed wedding date. No weddings are celebrated  
during Lent. 

 

Pastoral Care of the Sick: Please call the  parish office 
if you are  hospitalized or at home and would like a 
visit from a  Eucharis c minister to the homebound, 

Fr. Bob, or to receive the Anoin ng of the Sick.   
 

Anoin ng of the Sick: is also celebrated a er each Mass the weekend of the third Sunday of 
each month.  

Parish Sacramental Policies 

Youth  Faith Formation News 
Hallie Card, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, Grades 9-12   669-8335 ext. 14 halliecard@stjudedewitt.com 

Faith, Food, Fun, and Service 
 

Rooted Youth Group is a great way to meet new friends,    
explore your faith, eat good food, play some games, and grow in 
your relationship with Jesus. This group goes on retreat,  
participates in Jamboree, and will be attending the Steubenville 
Youth Conference this year!  
Check the website for the meeting schedule! 
 

Teens on a Mission to Serve! This summer a group of teens 
from St. Jude answered the call of service and went to help our 
brothers and sisters in Flint.  The teens, along with some      
amazing volunteers from the parish, spent a sweltering week in 
July fixing up the St. Francis Prayer Center, doing major work 
on the grounds and refurbishing the dilapidated decks.  The 
teens left the space a source of beauty and refuge in a         
neighborhood that so desperately needed something beautiful. 

 

Spring Retreat - This year’s high school retreat will be held in March with five other area parishes 
right here in DeWitt at the beautiful Bethany House.  Four students from St. Jude are partnering 
with other teens in helping to plan this enthusiastic and faith-filled event.  We are the Church! 
 

Confirmation - The Confirmation program at St. Jude is a  joint effort between Pre-K—8th and 
Youth Ministry. Our program begins in 8th grade and ends with Confirmation in 9th grade. It is an 
upbeat an energetic program based on Matthew Kelly’s Decision Point  done at your own pace. To 
connect the student with the parish, there are two fun, service-oriented workshops and one  
overnight retreat before the big day!  



 

 Confirmation for Adults   
Confirmation is one of the 3 Sacraments 
of Initiation that fully initiates a person 
in the Catholic Church.  Baptism begins 
one’s  initiation and relationship with 
God the Father, Jesus the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  Most people receive First 
Holy Communion at around the age of 7 or 8 and begin 
an even more intimate relationship with Jesus.  The third 
part of initiation is Confirmation when the relationship 
with the three persons of God is strengthened and the 
Holy Spirit graces the person with the fruits of wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and 
fear of the Lord.  The gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit 
strengthen one’s faith and the ability to continue to live 
the faith despite the many challenges of life.  
Confirmation is one step along a life-long journey of 
Faith and in one’s relationship with God.  You are never 
too old to receive this sacrament.  If you did not receive 
Confirmation in your youth the sacrament is still available 
for you.  These graces are waiting for you to claim them.  
You are invited to complete your initiation as a Catholic 
by receiving Confirmation either at the Easter Vigil or on 
Pentecost at St. Jude.   
Contact Terry Humenik for an initial interview and then 
complete 5 or 6 sessions to prepare you for the graces and 
blessings of Confirmation.  Classes will begin in Mid-late 
February.  Date and time to be arranged at the 
convenience of most of those who desire to be confirmed.   
 

ARISE Together in Christ during Lent 2017 
 We look forward to Lent 2017 when the theme will be 
“New Heart, New Spirit” as we work to make our hearts 
purely directed to God and to develop a new spirit within 
ourselves that is dedicated to serving God and others 
throughout our lives.   
We invite YOU to join us in our small groups.  We meet 
in parishioners homes nearly every day of the week and at 
various times in order to meet the needs of all.  Contact 
Terry Humenik for more information. Watch for 
registration to take place in February.   
 

Prayer Partners in Flint  
Beginning in January 2017 parishioners of all ages will be 
invited to become prayer partners with some of the people 
of Flint who face serious challenges in their daily lives.  
More information to follow in early 2017.   
      

Adventures in Faith for Adults of All Ages 
     Several opportunities for growth in faith and     
     spirituality are planned for the coming year.  Though  
     exact dates have not been confirmed some of the    
     opportunities include getting to know the following  
     people through a movie about their work and group   
     discussion 
     * Dorothy Day founder of the Catholic Worker  
            Movement 
     * Bishop Oscar Romero who was martyred while  
             saying Mass.    And more . . .  
     Our second annual Women’s Retreat will take place  
    on April 22, 2017  Women of all ages and parishes are  
    welcome to participate and grow in their own  
    spirituality and in fellowship with other women.   
    Watch the bulletin and parish website for registration  
    topic and speaker in early March.   
 

    The second annual Men’s Retreat will take place in  
    early November 2017.  Their first retreat was so  
    successful that it was difficult to get them to stop in  
    time for Mass ! Watch the bulletin and parish website  
    for more information and registration in late  
    September.   
         Adult Faith Update Sessions take place on most  
    Sundays (following the children’s faith formation  
    Calendar) from 9:45 until 10:45a.m. in the meeting  
    room. Anyone is welcome to join us at any time for  
    information about topics of interest to the  
    group.  We will resume on January 8 to discuss the  
    Liturgical (Church) year, followed by a 2 week  
    discussion on the various types and methods of prayer.   
    Continuing to learn about our faith is a life-long  
    journey - how can one ever know all there is to know  
    about God? 

 

     Curious about the Catholic Church? 
    We have moved to a year around process of  
    introducing people to the Catholic faith and all that it    
    entails.  This means that you can begin the process at  
    any time that works for you.  Simply contact Terry  
    Humenik as indicated above to begin your journey of  
    getting to know more about being a disciple of  Jesus.  

Pastoral Associate’s Notes & Adult Faith Formation  
 

Terry Humenik, R.N., M.P. S.  
669-8335  ext. 18         terryhumenik@stjudedewitt.com 

May God, Incarnate as the    
 Infant Jesus on Christmas, find a home in    

 your heart bringing you peace and His   
 light to guide you always. 



 

 

This crib was purchased with a dona on that was given to the Dresser Ministry by a parishioner.  The nursery ensemble was  
donated by another parishioner.  Both the crib and the nursery ensemble was then donated to Shared Pregnancy with the 
inten on that it be given to someone in great need.  Here is her story: 
 
“I drove to the abor on clinic in Lansing.”  
“The building looked so bad, I was scared. I parked far away from it and walked slowly and prayed, ‘God, here I come. I give 
you control but I’m going in. Help me.’”  
 
“Monica” was at a  low point  in her  life when she met a successful businessman from her country who took her out to nice 
restaurants for dinner.  
 
For years she’d been a single mom and worked hard to provide for her kids. Her abusive husband abandoned her two weeks 
a er she gave birth to their second child, and returned to Africa, leaving her stranded with no funds or ongoing child support.  
 
She lived at a shelter for a while and then got a job as the cook and cleaner at a halfway house. She lived and worked there 
with two babies, pu ng one baby on her back as she worked. Now, several years  later, she knew this current man wasn’t 
good but she didn’t care because he took her out and made her feel special. “I was so vulnerable.”  
 
When Monica found out she was pregnant the man told her to get an abor on. He said he didn’t want a child and told her 
that he was moving away. She thought about her small apartment and wondered where she would get the money for a bigger 
one. She thought, “How will I support another child all by myself?” She prayed but didn’t know what to do. She felt desperate 
and all alone. She felt ashamed for making this mistake. So she scheduled an abor on for May 2nd.  
 
On May 2nd, as she walked toward the building she prayed, “God send me help from heaven because I really need it. I don’t 
have any support and he doesn’t want the child.”  
 
When Monica arrived at the abor on clinic she saw a few people standing on the sidewalk. “A man approached me and said, 
‘Did you know the doctor in there is killing babies?’ I told him that I was going in and he asked why. I said, ‘I don’t have any 
support.’ He said, ‘We’ll support you!’ Then a woman who was with him suggested I get a free ultrasound so I could see my 
baby. So I went to Shared Pregnancy and got an ultrasound and saw my 11‐week old baby. I knew then that I could not abort 
my  baby.”  When  Monica  came  out  of  the 
ultrasound  she  threw  her  arms  around  the 
woman  who  brought  her  over  and  said,  “God 
answered my prayer!  I  asked him  to  send help 
from heaven!”  
 

Monica had her baby boy in November. She 

named him Million Gabriel and this is why:  

“Million Gabriel was given that name because 

there were a million reasons to abort him, but 

God gave me a million reasons not to.” 

 
Thank you for suppor ng the work of Shared 
Pregnancy. We could not do this work without 
your financial, prayer and material support! You 
are helping to save and change lives! 
 

Sarah Gilliland, Execu ve Director 

 

The Dresser Ministry 
Leslie Feldpausch Volunteer Coordinator   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The music ministry exists to help all who worship at St. Jude 
to grow as disciples of Christ, especially through music.  If 
you are here today, then you are part of the music ministry. 
Christ is present in many ways at Mass, including “when the 
Church prays and sings, for he promised, ‘Where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them’ (Mt 18:20).” So when you sing at Mass—and this is 
true whether you think you sing well, or you’re afraid to sing 
because someone once told you you sing badly—when 
you sing at Mass, you make Christ present by your singing, 
just as surely as His presence in the Priest, in the Eucharist, 
and in the Word of God. You minister to others by your 
song. All of us, however, must be first of all disciples before 
we are ministers. To be a disciple of Jesus means to hear 
the Good News proclaimed that he has come to save us, 
to experience conversion in our hearts, profess faith in 
Christ, and proclaim the praise of God. Then, through our 
singing and playing, we minister to one another: we share 
the faith, we serve the community, and we express our love 
of God and neighbor. 
Jesus wants you to be a disciple. The cost of doing this is 
not small. Indeed, ultimately, it is the free gift of your whole 
life. It’s not 10% of your paycheck, or an hour or two out of 
your week—rather, it is to deny yourself, take up your cross 
daily, and follow him (Lk 9:23). Does that sound a bit bleak 
for Christmas? Take courage. I promise you: if you           
participate fully in the prayer life of the Church, singing to 
the Lord in the assembly of his faithful people, you will be 
challenged and strengthened to grow as a disciple. Let us 
pray for one another that we may be willing disciples,    
singing together now as we hope to sing together one day 
in heaven. 

Music Notes 
Steve Kasperick-Postellon 

 Director of Music Ministries     (989) 787-2085 
stevekp@stjudedewitt.com 

 

               Merry Christmas! 
  
 As I conclude my eleventh year of serving 
the parish I am reminded of the many blessings 
God grants me within this faith community.  
 
Sue and I feel grateful for the ability to worship with 
you here at St. Jude, as our family of faith. Father 
Bob, our deacons, and the entire staff put forth their 
best efforts in serving you, in word and in deed, 
and inviting you to walk this journey of faith toward 
our Lord and Savior. I especially feel blessed to 
represent you to the poor, those who come to our 
door and those who we seek out. You are a 
generous family of faith as shown by your 
donations to Warm Hearts, Warm Homes, Prayer 
Shawls & Quilts, the Giving Tree, the Dresser 
Mission, the DeWitt Community Christmas, 
Children’s Stockings, Food Pantry, the list goes on. 
You fulfill in many ways Jesus’ request to “love one 
another.”  
 
Thank you for allowing me to walk with you in 
serving the needs of the poor in our surrounding 
area. May God continue to bless you throughout 
this Christmas season and all of 2017! 

The food pantry is in need of:   
 Jello, rice, crackers, and boxed potatoes   

 

FOOD DELIVERY SCHEDULE       
December 27 (Tuesday)  — Karen & Greg McClure 

January 2 — Sally Despins F
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From the Operations Managers Desk   
 Rob Strouse, 669-8341  ext. 10   
robstrouse@stjudedewitt.com 

Parish Offerings 

  Fiscal YTD    7/1/16-6/30/17 
 

YTD Budgeted Expenses:               $339,800.00            
YTD Offertory:                                   -216,456.12 

        YTD On–Line Offertory                     -104,155.58  
YTD Non-Offertory Income                -23,734.08          
YTD Surplus:                                 $4,545.78 
 

YTD Building Fund (Phase II) 
  $31,634.71 

Counter Schedule:   December 27 (Tuesday) — Team #4          January 2 — Team #5  

    December 12-18 Contributions   
   

           Budgeted Expenses:                  $13,592.00 
       Offertory:      -11,006.00    
       On-Line Offertory:                          -4,532.32 

         Non-Offertory Income:                     -433.99 
         Surplus        $2,380.31 
 

Building Fund Collection 
$2,615.00 
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CALL JON STAUFFER 
(517) 669-7311 

Over 37 Years of Service  

Apothecary 
                     Shop 

Where Pharmacy is a profession- 
       not a sideline. 

737 N. Grand Avenue ~ Lansing    

517-482-0882 
820 Charlevoix Drive ~ Grand Ledge 

517-622-4000 

Rob Reck  
General Agent 

 

517/321-7434 
 

Sales Agency 
6242 W. Saginaw 
Lansing, MI  48917 

3460 Dunckel Road, Lansing, 48911 

 dsimmon@simmoninsurance.com 

DeWitt Pharmacy 
128 S. Bridge St, DeWitt 

517 • 668 • 9299 
Monday – Friday 9am - 7pm 

Saturday 9am - 3pm 

K of C Corner 

Thank you for supporting the Council’s Keep Christ in 
Christmas sales. Proceeds from the sales were used to help 
fund the Council’s Keep Christ in Christmas billboard located 

north of State Road on U.S. 27. 
 
 

The Red Cross blood drive at St. Jude on December 8th was 
a great success.  Forty eight people gave 41 units of 
blood.  A special thanks is due to the following Knights for 
their help in this effort: Terry Schaefer, Roger Pline, Pete 
McKinnon, Bill Pearce, Denny Locher, Greg Pratt, Dave 
Flees, Bob Vondale, Kurt Simon, Pat Schneider, Ray Taylor, 
and John Urbain.  
 

Join us on Sunday,	January	1st	for	the	K	of	C	Rosary												
in	the	church	at		8AM 

 

Any Catholic man that's interested in learning more 
about the Knights of Columbus, please contact Grand 

Knight, John Urbain at 517-669-5060.   
 

See our website www.DeWittKofC.com for 
additional Council information. 

HUFNAGEL’S AUTO REPAIR, LLC 
7293 W. Grand River Ave. 

At Francis Road 
(517) 626-2200 

 

Tune Ups, Oil Changes, Brakes, Computer 
Diagnostics, Complete Auto Service  

Mitch Maher 
Brick/Block/Stone/ 

Tile/Concrete 

517-281-2003 

Mitchell R. Dobrzelewski, O.D.  
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY   PARISHIONER 

  669.4411    E-MAIL: dewittop@comcast.net 

WWW.VISIONSOURCE-DEWITTOPTOMETRYPC.COM 

Primary Eye & Vision Care 

Relli’s 
202 E. Main ● DeWitt, MI 

Tel 669-9243 
$6.00 12” 2 Item pizza 

$1.29 Kids meals 
Sunday’s Only 

Outdoor Work Wanted 
 
 

Barn Works Inc. 
Silo’s Removed 

 Loads of Sand, Gravel, Mulch Delivered  
Light Excavation / Land Clearing / Stump Removal 

Sidewalks / Driveways 
 

Call Pat or Patrick   

St. Jude Parishioner                         517 256-0600 
barnworksinc.com    

Makel & Makel & Makel & 
Dennel @Dennel @Dennel @   

Family Barber Shop II 
  113 W. Main Street 
    Downtown DeWitt 

 669•1110 

 
& PET 

HEALTH 
CENTER 

“Exceptional Pets cared for by Exceptional People” 

THREE 
SHEARS 

FOR PETS 
Grooming 

www.pethealth.net 669-2641 1120 Commerce Prk 
Suite D 

DeWitt, MI  48820 

Advertiser of the Week 

  HOMEAUTOBUSINESSLIFE  

  Chad Logan 
517.351.9117 
chad@mllins.com 

3460 Dunckel Road, Lansing, 48911 



 

   

 

 

Do you have a business you 
would like to promote?  

COLOR and Black & White 
spaces are now available!  
 For more information contact 

Tina at the parish office at  
669-8335  ext 13.  

 
THIS SPACE NOW THIS SPACE NOW 

AVAILABLEAVAILABLE  
 

 

    

          

 
 

  

   

  

   

 

 

  ISLA VOLKERS 
REALTOR 

25 + years selling DeWitt Homes 
 

Isla.volkers@comcast.net         (517) 420-6329 

     Alexa M.  
                       Vitek D.D.S. 

 

13173 Schavey Road 
517.277.2000 

www.vitekfamilydentistry.com 
Family Friendly Dentist 

Amy’s CATERING 
600 West Saginaw Street 

Lansing, MI  48933 

517•374•9774 
AmysCatering.com 

Owned & Operated by the Ramos Family, parishioners 

Parishioner 

                        Phone 517●381●8181 
                                 www.drbrya.com 
                         4780 Okemos Road • Okemos 

 
  

 

Wendy M. Kashenider, DVM 

FIND US ON 

Mary Jo Garascia 
Realtor 

Specializing in DeWitt Homes 

517 • 881 • 3158 
Email:  maryjo@kw.com 

Www.HomesByMaryJo.net 

Your DeWitt Connection 
88% of my sales in 2014 were a repeat or referral. Stop in & see why! 

Kevin McCrackin 
Sales & Leasing Specialist 

 PAULI FORD 
 2380 S. US 27 ● St. Johns 

989-224-6711 
kevin.mccrackin@pauliford.com   

The Dainton Family ~ Parishioners 

David J. Fedewa, D.M.D.  

Family Den stry  

 www.dewi amilydental.com  

 1025 W. Herbison Rd. DeWi   

11371 U.S. 27, DeWitt 

 517•669•2381 
 

Check us out on the web 
www.dewittvet.com 

 

We offer boarding and bathing too!! 

  517.575.6021 
 1758 E. Clark Road   Lansing 

Parishioner & Owner - Robert Baldino 

www.gunnisonvillemeadows.com                 

  

 Great Insurance Rates! 

Greg White & Associates  
                                 LIC. LUTCF.CLU 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 24/7! 
www.gregwhiteinsurance.com 
        Call (517) 485-5522 

Fax (517) 487-1439 
                   E-mail: gwhite3@farmersagent.com 

     An agent for Farmers’ Insurance for 33 years,  
a member of St. Jude for 31 years.  

Auto●Home●Life●Business●Annuities & IRA’s 

  
 

       Now Offering                           
     Group Discount to   
     St. Jude Members     
      (Auto Owners A++ Rating) 

Voted Areas Favorite   
17 Years since 1926 

REED INSURANCE 

HOME  AUTO 
LIFE  UMBRELLA  
BUSINESS   

      Contact Tina Jerue   Agent  
517-669-2911  

tjerue@reedia.net 

8% 

 
DeWitt MI Self Storage 
dewittmiselfstorage.com 

 

(517) 668-6536 
East Howe Road & Business 27 

DeWitt 
Dave Fedewa      Owner & Parishioner 

Charity 
Unity 

 Fraternity 
Join us to Celebrate Faith and Family 

Msgr. Stotenbur Council 7237, DeWitt 

Contact:  Jim Tingay, 669-9422 

WWW.DEWITTKOFC.COM 

Gorsline Runciman Funeral Homes 

205 E Washington St., DeWitt, MI 

(517) 669-6465 

For your consideration:  Our parish bulletin is furnished at 
no charge to the parish through the support of the merchants 
and service processionals whose advertising  appears within. 
When you are in need of services, please patronize them and 
tell them you saw their ad in our parish bulletin. To become an 
advertiser, please contact the office at 517-669-8335 Ext. 13. 
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