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SUNDAY Masses: Sat. evening at 5:30 PM  
Sunday: 8:30, 10:00 (Family Mass)  
11:15 (Spanish), 12:30 (choir) &5:30PM  
WEEKDAYS: 7:30 AM; 12:10 PM; 5:30 PM  
SATURDAYS: 7:30 AM, 12:10 PM  
HOLY DAYS & EVES. OF HOLY DAYS: As Announced.  

  
BAPTISM:  

Arrangements must be made at the Rectory.  Sponsors must be 
practicing Catholics. Parents, and also godparents when 
possible, must attend the Pre-Baptismal conference which is held 
on the 1st Tuesday of every month at 7:30pm in the rectory. 
During Lent the sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated only in 
an emergency situation.  
 

CONFESSIONS:  
Saturday afternoons 4:30 to 5:15 pm, and anytime at the Rectory.  
 

MARRIAGES:  
Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance at the 
rectory to ensure the date and the hour desired. The Nuptial Mass 
is the ordinary form of celebrating Christian marriage, and 
should be strongly considered when making Wedding plans. 
Attendance at the Pre-Cana Conferences, or the  
equivalent, is required by the Archbishop.  
 

PARISH BOUNDARIES:  
Central Park West to the Hudson River, from the South side of 
77th Street down to the North side of 65th Street.  
 

We welcome new parishioners, and invite them to register  
at the Rectory. The registration is our only means of  
certifying anyone as a member of our parish. If you move  
to another Parish, or change your address within the  
Parish, please notify us.  
 

FATIMA DEVOTIONS:  
The Rosary is said daily after the 12:10 pm Mass. Friday from  
6-7 pm there is a holy hour.  
 

BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:  
First Friday - Exposition: 12:35 pm.  
Adoration: All day; Benediction: 5:15 PM.  
 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA:  
Mondays, before the 12:10 Mass and before the 5:30 pm Mass.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN AND  
TEENAGERS:  

Classes in Religion for Catholic children/teenagers, Pre-  
kindergarten - High School take place on Sundays. The Family 
Mass begins at 10:00 a.m. in the Church followed by class  
instruction in the school.  
Ongoing religious education is important for the religious 
development of your children. A child must have at least one  
year of religious instruction before enrolling in the First 
Communion or Confirmation class.  
 
Spanish Programs Website: www.nygente.com  
Sunday School Website: www.blessedsacramentsundayschool.org  
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PARISH NEWS 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends: 

I write this on Monday, December 21, so I am unable to 
comment about our Christmas celebration, but I am 
expecting wonderful things as I hear the choirs practicing, 
altar servers preparing, decorations being planned and 
Michael Murphy working hard at preparing the manger 
scene.  Ah! Christmas is a wonderful time. 

As I prepare to celebrate my second Christmas as your 
pastor, I pray that God will bless us with peace and justice 
in our torn and divided world. 

Today is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, a feast established almost 100 years ago.  
Everything we know about the Holy Family, which is not 
much, comes from the Gospels.  This feast celebrates the 
unity and love so evident in the family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. 

But let us not forget that families come in all shapes and 
sizes.  While Christmas time can be a joyous time for many 
families, it can also be a time of sorrow and despair for 
others.  There are families struggling with divorce, 
separation, abuse, unemployment, addiction. 

Friday, January 1, is the Feast of the Solemnity of Mary the 
Mother of God, a holy day of obligation, a day when we 
must attend Mass.  One of the more outstanding 
characteristics of Mary is her willingness to know and do 
God’s will.  While we would like to follow her example, 
we wonder how she was so sure of it.  In Luke’s Gospel, 
he tells us that she reflected on the events that happened and 
were happening.  She meditated!  In our very busy New 
York lives today, we often overlook meditation as a prayer. 

Next Sunday, January 3, will be the Feast of the Epiphany - 
the Feast of the Three Kings - a feast that celebrates that the 
child born in the darkness of night in a lowly manger is 
revealed as the manifestation of God. 

Christmas time is no time to be dour.  We recount the songs 
of angels in darkened skies, the wonder of shepherds in their 
fields, the faithful journey of wise men following a star in 
the night.  In song and in story, we speak with wonder of 
the lowly, humble circumstances in which the one we 
proclaim “Light from Light, true God from true God” enters 
the world. 

In this Year of Mercy, pray for peace. 

Fr. Duffell 

 

 

 
The Masses for the Celebration of the New Year 

(A Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

New Year’s Eve – December 31st  
5:30pm 

 
New Year’s Day – January 1st 

8:30am & 11:00am 
 

CONVERSATIONS WITH “RECYCLED” CATHOLICS  

Many people--Catholics, those of other religions and of no 
religion-- have been struck by the words and actions of Pope 
Francis. Included among them are former Catholics who have 
long felt alienated from many of the church’s positions and 
practices, but now may be considering giving Catholicism a 
second look. This series is designed for such people—not for 
people who are comfortable in their faith and looking for 
spiritual enrichment. It is for people in transition, hence the 
term “recycled,” moving from a style of religion that was found 
to be unsatisfying to one that is both personally fulfilling and 
authentically Catholic. In a series of six non-judgmental, open 
yet focused discussions, Fr. Kevin Madigan will help 
participants reflect on their lived experience of Catholicism, its 
positive and negative aspects, in the hope of discovering 
possible directions for the future. The general approach could 
be described as a “therapy of the imagination,” an attempt to 
discover how familiar doctrines, metaphors, and images might 
be mined for new insights and meaning. The series will take 
place in two locations: St. Thomas More Rectory, 65 East 89th 
St., on Wednesday evenings, beginning January 6th, at 7:00 
p.m., and Blessed Sacrament Rectory, 152 West 71st St., on 
Thursday evenings, beginning January 7th, at 7:00 p.m. To 
register, please call 212-876-7718. There is no charge and 
refreshments will be served. The topics for discussion: 
 
1/6, 1/7 Catholicism is a “package deal” and we were taught never to question. 
1/13, 1/14   Catholicism is not a religion for over-achievers. 
1/20, 1/21   Will the real Jesus please stand up.  
1/27, 1/28   The Church, who needs it anyway?  
2/3, 2/4      I would describe myself as “spiritual, but not religious.”  
2/10, 2/11   Fast-food Catholicism may be dangerous to your health. 
 
 

A word of thanks to the Redden Funeral Home for the 
calendars they have provided for the parish.  We ask 

that each family please take one calendar and the 
remaining calendars will be distributed. Thank You. 
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NOTICIAS PARROQUIALES 
 

Queridos Feligreses y Amigos; 
 
Escribo esta carta hoy día lunes, 21 de diciembre, así que no 
puedo comentar sobre nuestra celebración navideña, pero creo 
sera muy linda ya que escucho los coros practicar, se preparan 
ya los ayudantes del altar, se planea la decoración, y Michael 
Murphy esta preparando la escena del pesebre.  Ah, la 
Navidad es un tiempo maravilloso. 
 
Me preparo para celebrar mi segunda Navidad como su Pastor, 
rogando a Dios que nos bendiga con su paz y justicia en este 
mundo tan dividido. 
 
Hoy se celebra la Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia de Jesus, Maria 
y Jose, establecida hace 100 anos.  Todo lo que sabemos de la 
Sagrada Familia, que no es mucho, viene de los Evangelios.  
Esta fiesta celebra la unidad y el amor de esta familia. 
 
Pero no olvidemos que las familias existen en varias formas y 
tamaños.  Mientras que la Navidad puede ser un tiempo de 
alegría para muchas familias, también puede ser un tiempo de 
pena y desesperación para otras.  Existen familias luchando 
con divorcios, separaciones, abusos, desempleo, y adiccion. 
 
El viernes, 1ro de enero es la Fiesta de la Solemnidad de Maria 
la Madre de Dios, día de precepto en el cual debemos asistir a 
Misa.  Una de las características principales de Maria es su 
disposición de conocer y cumplir la voluntad de Dios.  
Mientras que quisiéramos seguir su ejemplo, nos preguntamos 
como ella estuvo tan segura.  El Evangelio de Lucas nos dice 
que ella reflexionaba sobre los eventos pasados y presentes.  
Meditaba! Viviendo en Nueva York y estando tan ocupados, a 
veces nos olvidamos que meditar es también una forma de 
rezar. 
 
El proximo domingo 3 de enero es la Fiesta de la Epifania - La 
Fiesta de los Tres Reyes - la fiesta que celebra que aquel niño 
nacido en la oscuridad de un pesebre, revela la manifestación 
de Dios. 
 
La Navidad no es tiempo de sentirse triste.  Recordamos las 
canciones de los angeles en un cielo oscuro, el asombro de los 
pastores en el campo, el viaje lleno de fe de los tres hombres 
sabios siguiendo una estrella durante la noche.    En 
canciones y a través de la historia nos asombramos de la 
humilde circunstancia en la cual aquel que proclamamos “Luz 
de Luz, Dios Verdadero de Dios Verdadero” llego al mundo. 
 
En este Ano de la Misericordia, roguemos por la Paz. 
 
Padre Duffell. 
 
 

COLLECTION 
Thank you so very much for your generous response to the 
needs of the parish.  Our collection last Sunday was $9,731. 
$3,353 was received in ParishPay for a total of $13,084. 
 
COLLECTIONFOR CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
Catholic University in Washington D.C. was set up to train 
students in all the arts & sciences as do other Catholic 
Colleges & universities.  On its graduate level it focused on 
theological sciences and awards papal decrees.  Many of 
our priests, nuns & brothers have received their decrees 
there.  They need our help to continue their theological 
education program. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS COLLECTION 
Each year the Bishops ask our help in building up our 
communication program.  More and more we see the 
importance of getting our message out by radio, television 
and the internet.  The Church is not a strong presence.  
They once again ask our help. 
Next weekend Jan. 2nd and 3rd we will have a second 
collection. The collection will be divided between the above 
two groups.  Please e generous. 
 
CATHOLIC MOM’S SUPPORT GROUP 
Find some coverage for your little ones & meet other 
Catholic Moms Wednesday January 6th, 7-9p. Our goal is 
to form a community of Moms centered around our shared 
faith and values. We meet on the first Wednesday of every 
month in the rectory; just ring the bell and we will be 
upstairs. Newborns welcome! RSVP and more info at 
meetup.com/NYC-Catholic-Families. 
 
ABC’s of Catholic Relief Service…This week - 
CRS/Central African Republic: 
ABC's of Catholic Relief Services... This week - 
CRS/Democratic Republic of the Congo: This sprawling 
nation the size of Western Europe has difficulties with 
governing and administration. The Church thereby is 
responsible for 50% of the education and 40% of the health 
care, nationwide. CRS provides a wide variety of aid and 
bolsters local Church activities extending even to public 
works projects, roads and bridges. Last week - CRS/Central 
African Republic. Next week - CRS/Egypt. For more info 
visit: www.crs.org. 
 
DOWNEY SIDE ADOPTION AGENCY:  
MISSION FOR HOMELESS YOUTH  
at Blessed Sacrament Convent on 70th STREET is looking 
for a volunteer bookkeeper or retired accountant for 4 hours 
a week (small stipend).  
Please contact Fr. Paul Engel ofm.cap at 212-714-2200 
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FOOD FOR FAMILIES COLLECTION 
This weekend (and the 3rd weekend of every month) is our non-
perishable grocery collection for FOOD FOR FAMILIES.  
Shopping lists can be found on the table behind the last pew in 
the Church.  Please put your donations on the boxes in front 
of the side altars.  Many thanks from our parish community! 
 (In order to provide the highest quality service to those who 
seek our help, we may only accept freshly bought, unopened 
non-perishable items.  If this is no convenient, we also 
accept monetary donations.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Blessed Sacrament Church is organizing a new program and 
we’re recruiting volunteers.  The program is called SMALL 
ACTS OF KINDNESS (SMACK).  A few times a week the 
Rectory gets calls from elderly/sick/disabled people asking for 
assistance with some small task (escorting them to a doctor’s 
appointment, picking up a prescription, delivering food from 
our food pantry, etc.)  We’re seeking volunteers who would 
be willing to pitch in and help with such requested tasks.  
Most would be a one-time event, requiring only a small 
amount of time and commitment.  People with flexible 
schedules would be very welcome, though those who have 
busier schedules (jobs, for example) could be very helpful as 
well.  The coordinator would make calls to volunteers to see 
who might be available for any given task, giving time 
commitment and details.  Karen Gargamelli has offered to 
serve as coordinator.  If you might be interested in 
participating in this very worthy program, or needing more 
information, please contact her at Karen@benincasanyc.org  
 
PEACEMAKING THROUGH THE ARTS: 
To celebrate the closing of the Merton Centenary, Kathleen 
Deignan, CND, Beth Bradley and her consort, Gadelica, will 
offer a concert to honor Thomas Merton's Celtic spirit. In word 
and song, this ensemble will offer selections from their new 
CD, "Asling" (ash-ling), a collection of sung visions and 
poems by Sister Kathleen - many texts drawn from the old 
collection called "The Carmina Gadelica" and realized in 
concert with an extraordinary troupe of musicians. Join us for 
this wonderful afternoon of song on Sunday, January 31, 2016, 
at 2:30 PM at Saint Joseph’s Church in Greenwich Village, 
New York, Sixth Avenue at Washington Place - it just happens 
to be Merton's 101st birthday! All seats are $25 in advance, $30 
at the door for adults and $15 with a student ID. Reserve now 
at www.nycharities.org, info@nypaxchristi.org, or 212-420-
0250. 

 
 

 
 

Saturday Evening, December 26th 
  5:30 George Kaufmann + 

Sunday, December 27th 
  8:30 Kenneth Wright Sr. + 

  10:00 The Decker & Carroll Families + 
  11:15 Billy Speiran  
  12:30 Thelma Gormandy + 
  5:30 Intentions of Thomas Middelhoff 

Monday, December 28st 
  7:30 Flumencio Silva + & Pablo Silva + 
  12:10 Sally McNeil + 
  5:30 Luigi Arlia + 

Tuesday, December 29th 
  7:30 People of the Parish 
  12:10 James Sardos + 
  5:30 Intentions of Thomas Middelhoff 

Wednesday, December 30th 
  7:30 Luis Chua + 
  12:10 Intentions of Fr. Alexis Bastidas 
  5:30 Henry Edward Rosen + 

Thursday, December 31st 
  7:30 Kirill Demin + 
  12:10 Robert Lagville + 
  5:30 Bernadette McGuire + 

Friday, January 1st 
  8:30 Kirill Demin + 
  11:00 Georgette Henry + 

Saturday, January 2nd 
  7:30 Kirill Demin + 
  12:10 John Gibson + 
  5:30 Intentions of Thomas Middelhoss 

 

 
SEEKERS RETREAT FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Charis NYC presents this peer-led weekend Seekers Retreat where 
you can join other young adults seeking a deeper relationship with 
God.  Learn how their Catholic faith impacts their lives, through 
Ignation spirituality and take time to reflect on your journey, your 
desires, and God’s hopes and dreams for you. 
 
When: January 29th – 31st, 2016 
Mariandale Retreat Center, Ossining, New York 
$260 per person  
(Financial Aid and special discounts available) 
Register at www.charis.ny 
CharisRetreatNYC@gmail.com - (347) 619-CNYC 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

The flowers that decorate the sanctuary for Christmas have been  
offered in memory of and the intentions of the following: 

Please keep them in your prayers. 


