
 
Prayers to Know: 
 

Sign of the Cross: review 
 
Our Father:  (review- should know by now) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;     
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
 
Hail Mary:  
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.  Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.   
Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the  
hour of our death.  Amen. 
 
Doxology:  Glory 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it  
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.   Amen. 
 
Apostles’ Creed:  (in it’s entirety) 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Practice Simple Mass Responses: And with your Spirit, Great Amen,          
Holy Holy. 
 
Act of Contrition: 
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.  In choosing to do wrong, 
and failing to do good, I have sinned against you, whom I should love above 
all things.  I firmly intend with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and 
to avoid whatever leads me to sin.  Our Savior, Jesus Christ, suffered and 
died for us, in his name, my God, have mercy. 
 

The Rosary: Joyful Mysteries:   
The Annunciation/ The Visitation / The Nativity / The Presentation / The 
Finding of Jesus in the Temple 

3rd Grade Curriculum 
 

Theme: Jesus continues his work through his Church 
 

Objective:  To deepen the child’s understanding of the Church and to help  
 the child experience the Church as Christian community. 
 

Core Content: 
 The Trinity: 3 Persons in one God. 
 The love within the Trinity is the model of the love we have for one 

another. 
 Jesus was sent by God the Father and he gathered a community of 

followers called disciples. 
 Jesus taught the Kingdom of God was at hand. 
 Jesus shared their joys and sorrows and healed their illness. 
 We are called to follow Jesus as his Body, the Church. 
 Jesus taught that his true followers are those who love everyone. 
 Refusing to love is sinful. 
 Jesus is our Savior.  He died on the cross for us and rose from the dead. 
 The Ascension- Jesus risen now returns to his Father. 
 The Church continues Jesus’ mission on earth.   
 The Church is a community of people who share the same faith and 

sacraments and are united in the Holy Spirit under the leadership of the 
Pope and Bishops. 

 Sacraments Initiation- we receive the fullness of the Spirit and become 
members of the Church. 

 In Baptism God give us his life.   Baptism removes Original Sin.  We 
become adopted children of the Father, a member of the Body of Christ 
and a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

 In Confirmation- the Spirit empowers us to be witnesses to Christ. 
 In Holy Eucharist- Jesus feeds us with his Body and Blood and makes us 

one with him and one another. 
 Through the Sacraments of Healing we are forgiven, strengthened and 

comforted as members of the Church. 
 In Penance / Reconciliation- through absolution the priest on behalf of 

Jesus forgives our sinful choices and renews or restores our relationship 
with God and the Church 

 In the Anointing of the Sick- through anointing with the oil of the sick – 
Jesus gives comfort, strength and peace to the sick, elderly and dying. 

 Mary has a special place in the Church as the Mother of God and the 
Mother of the Church. 

 Jesus chose the Apostles to serve in a special way. 
 Jesus named Peter (Rock) the leader of the Church on earth. 



Core content cont.:  
 The Pope, the Vicar of Christ is the successor of Saint Peter. 
 The Bishops are the successors of the apostles and they lead the 

church.    
 The Pope is a Bishop and he leads the College of Bishops in 

teaching, sanctifying and governing the Church. 
 We experience the Church in our local parish. 

 
Words to Know:  
 

Review last years vocabulary and add the following: 
 
Altar, Presiders Chair, Genuflect, Pew, Confessional, Reconciliation Room, 
Cross, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, Sacrament, Chalice, 
Ciborium, Vestment, Alb, Stole, Altar Server, Usher, Greeter, Lector, 
Eucharistic Minister  
 

 
Annunciation- The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her  
           that God chose her to be the mother of his Son.  The  
           feast of the Annunciation is March 25th 
 

Assumption- Mary is taken body and soul into heaven.   
          The feast of the Assumption is August 15th 
 

Bishop- the leader of a diocese- the Shepherd of the local flock. 
 

College of Bishops:  All of the Bishops gathered together in a group.  
          The Pope is the leader. 
 

Deacon- A person ordained to help the priest by serving the parish 
          community in many different ways. 
 
Disciple- a friend and follower of Jesus. 
 
Infallibility: A church teaching where the Pope teaches with authority 
             at that is accepted as without fault. 
 
Lay person- Any baptized person (man or woman) except a bishop,  
            priest,  deacon, or nun who tries to spread the Good News 
 

Parables- Stories told by Jesus to teach a lesson. 
 

Pastor-  Head priest of a parish.  He oversees all the Parish activities. 
 
Presider’s Chair- The chair that the priest (main celebrant) sits in while in 
              Church. 
 

 
 
Sacred Vessels- Usually gold or silver containers to hold the  
           Body and Blood of Jesus Paten and Chalice hold the  
           Body of Jesus, and a Ciborium holds the Blood of Jesus 
 
Sacristy- The room where the priest, altar servers, and deacons get 
         ready to celebrate Mass 
 
Vestments- Clothing worn to identify leaders of the Mass from  
          the rest of the community. 
 
Priest- Man who has received the sacrament of Holy Orders;  
         He can forgive sins, say Mass, baptize, and celebrate 
         Sacraments. 
 
Pope- Head of the Catholic Church around the world- he is officially 
           the Bishop of Rome.  His is also called the Vicar of Christ. 
 
Religious Brother- Men who commit themselves to live in 
          communities to serve others in a very special way.  They make  
          promises to God and to their communities to lead simple lives 
 
Religious Sister- Women who commit themselves to live in 
          communities to serve others in a very special way.  They make  
          promises to God and to their communities to lead simple lives. 
 
Savior- Someone who comes to “save” us from sin and death;  
          Jesus is our Savior 
 
Stewardship- Earth and all of creation belong to God and 
           that human beings are to care for and share creation  
           today and preserve it for future generations. 
 
Trinity- Three persons in one God; In the Trinity, God  
           shows himself as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God- God speaking to us in Scripture.   It is found in the Sacred 
           Scriptures.  (another name for Bible.) 


