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Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning and 
ending with the Sign of the Cross.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, please be on our lips 
as we speak with others, in our heart as we love 
others, and in our mind as we think about others. 
Amen.

18
• Find the Gospel reading for the upcoming 

Sunday (often printed in your parish bulletin or 
available on your parish or diocesan website). 
Read the passage together, and discuss what 
Good News that reading shares. 

• Read the Featured Story on page 1520 in The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 28:16–20), 
and the Understand It! on page 1521. Share 
your favorite stories about Jesus’ life, and discuss 
with your child the best message Jesus taught. 
Talk about how you can share that message with 
others.

• Watch the video “Object Lesson on Sharing 
the Gospel” (YouTube, 2:31) together. Try to 
recreate the lesson by following the steps of the 
video and sharing its message.

The word gospel means “good news,” and the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John tell us the Good News of 
Jesus. They tell us of his life, death, and Resurrection; of 
God’s amazing love for us; and that the Holy Spirit is there 
to help us. These are all messages of Good News. What 
Jesus desired of us, as his disciples, is that we share this 
Good News with others.

There are many different ways to spread the Good News 
through our words and actions. There may be someone 
who needs to hear about God’s forgiveness. Someone 
else might need to know about the courage and awe we 
gain from the Holy Spirit. Yet another person might benefit 
from unconditional love being shown to them, mirroring 
the way that God loves us. 

What good news are you sharing with others? How 
can you be more intentional about sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ?

Jesus Christ, open my heart and my mind so that I may 
share all the good things I know about you. Be with me 
today as I learn more about you. Amen.

Prayer

Saint Gabriel is an archangel, one of God’s 
messengers. He told Zechariah he would have a 
son, John the Baptist. Gabriel was the angel sent 
to Mary, to ask her to be the mother of the Son of 
God. Gabriel can help us share the Good News of 
Jesus! We celebrate the Feast of the Archangels on 
September 29.

Saint Gabriel the Archangel

People of Faith 

Matthew 28:16–20

We Are Called We Are Called 
toto

ShareShare
thethe

Good NewsGood News

The scriptural quotations in this publication are from the Good News 
Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition). Copyright © 1992 
by the American Bible Society. All rights reserved. Bible text from the Good 
News Translation is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by any 
means except as permitted in writing by the American Bible Society, 1865 
Broadway, New York, NY 10023 (www.americanbible.org).
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Complete the sentence, and then draw a picture 
of yourself sharing the message you wrote.Use the Featured Story on page 1520 in The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 28:16–20)  
to complete the following sentences. 

“Go, then, to all peoples 

________________________________________________________

and make them my 

___________________________________________________ :

__________________________________________ them in the name 

of the  ____________________________________, the Son, and

the Holy _____________________________________ , and teach

them to  _________________________ everything I have 

commanded you.”

One message of Jesus that I want to share with others is 

___________________________________________________.
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Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning 
and ending with the Sign of the Cross.

Heavenly Father, you sent your Son, Jesus, to 
teach us how to live. You want us to be happy, 
so we ask your help in following the Beatitudes 
Jesus gave us. Amen.

19
• Make care bags to give homeless people you 

may encounter around town. In a plastic ziptop 
bag, put a pair of socks, a water bottle, a  
granola bar, some soap, a roll of toilet paper, 
and other toiletries. Write a note from your family 
to put in the bag as well. Keep the bags in your 
car to give out when you see someone who might 
need one. 

• Read together the Featured Story on page 1456 
in The Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 5:6–9). 
Talk about why being merciful, avoiding sin, and 
making peace can make us happy. Brainstorm 
the names of people you know who live some or 
all of these Beatitudes.

• Watch the video “Young Baseball Fan’s Act of 
Generosity | World News Tonight with David 
Muir | ABC News” (YouTube, 2:11) together. 
Discuss why helping others is the right thing to 
do and how it can lead to feelings of happiness.

Jesus gave us the Beatitudes to get to the heart of who 
we should be as disciples: merciful, reliant upon God, 
peacemakers, and so on. God wants us to be happy, and 
in the Beatitudes Jesus teaches us that lasting happiness 
comes from the intent of our heart and actions. 

But the Beatitudes can be confusing. Should mourning 
and feeling sad for others make us happy? being poor 
of spirit? being persecuted for upholding justice? Indeed, 
Jesus says, we are happiest when our relationship with 
God moves in the right direction. When we are in harmony 
with others, when we show mercy and kindness to those 
who have less, when we are building the Kingdom of 
God, we are happiest.  

As you teach your child about the Beatitudes, stress 
the contrast between temporary happiness and permanent 
happiness. We know that happiness will last only when it 
is connected to God and to one another—not to things. 
Today, think about how each beatitude can bring you 
closer to God and show the way to lasting happiness.

Gracious God, thank you for our lives and for the world 
around us. May we make a difference in the world by 
learning from Jesus. Amen.

Prayer

Saint Gemma was ill most of her life, but she united her 
sufferings to the sufferings of Jesus. She was poor herself, 
but she always helped those who had even less. Gemma 
is the patron saint of pharmacists, as well as those who 
are poor and unemployed. Her feast day is April 11. 

Saint Gemma Galgani (1878–1903)

Matthew 5:6–9

We Share We Share 
God’s Mercy God’s Mercy 

andand
LoveLove

People of Faith 
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Think about ways to live each beatitude listed 
below. Use words or pictures to show your ideas 
in each column.

Finds the words in the box in the puzzle below 
by using the Featured Story on page 1456 in The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 5:6–9). See how 
quickly you can find them.

children
God
happy

heart
merciful
others

peace
pure
see

Have mercy. Be pure of heart. Work for peace.
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• Discuss what it means to praise something. 
Brainstorm words and phrases that are used to 
praise someone or show gratitude for something. 
Write and post the list somewhere visible in your 
home. Use these words of praise with each other 
and with God. At the end of each day this week, 
talk about what you found in the world to praise 
God for. 

• Read Psalm 103:1–5 in The Catholic Children’s 
Bible (page 920) and the Understand It! on the 
front page of this activity booklet. Look for other 
psalms of praise throughout the Book of Psalms—
there are many. The titles of individual psalms will 
give you clues.

• Watch the video “Praise Him | Hay Day VBS 
| Group Publishing” (YouTube, 2:57) together. 
Praising God shows your gratitude, so go 
ahead—clap and sing along!

The Book of Psalms in the Old Testament contains prayers 
to God covering every emotion. This chapter explores a 
psalm of praise to God. In gratitude and thanks, we praise 
God for all our gifts and good things. Praising God is how 
we bless God and give God all glory. We are blessed by 
God in many ways, and we praise or bless God in return 
through our prayers and our lives.

The great community prayer of praise and thanksgiving 
is the Mass. When we gather to pray at Mass, we give 
glory to God, sing Alleluia, and bless him by our time, 
attention, and participation. In the Eucharist, Jesus unites 
us to himself, so that our very lives are prayers of praise to 
God as well. We have endless opportunities to bless God 
through our gratitude for all that God has given us. Reflect 
upon what you are thankful for in your life. How does your 
life offer praise to God?

Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning 
and ending with the Sign of the Cross.

Thank you God for  .  .  .  (invite each 
member of the family to share one thing). 
We praise you, God. Let our family life be a 
song of praise to you! Amen.

Saint Philip rejoiced in God’s love every day. He 
happily shared the Gospel with everyone he met. Philip 
often used humor to make people think about their 
lives and to bring them to God’s mercy and love. We 
celebrate Saint Philip Neri’s feast day on May 26.

Saint Philip Neri (1515–1595)

Praise God! Why? Psalm 103 gives us lots 
of reasons to praise God. We praise God 
for his kindness and forgiveness. We praise 
God for our life and health. We praise God 
for his love and mercy. We praise God for 
all the good things we have. We praise 
God for keeping us as strong as eagles!

Eagles are so strong that they can fly 
very high—higher than any other bird. In 
the Bible, eagles remind us of being close to 
Heaven and close to God. The writer of this 
psalm is not thinking of physical strength 
alone. He is also thinking of spiritual 
strength. It takes strength to do what is 
right, to do what is best for yourself and 
others. Pray to be spiritually strong as an 
eagle, to “fly high” and be close to God. 
Pray for eagle strength, and praise God!

Understand It!Understand It!Understand It!

Heavenly Father, the world is such 
an interesting place, and you have 
given us so much. Thank you, God, 
for everything! Amen.

Prayer

Live It!Live It!Live It!Live It!
Write a prayer praising God for all the good 
gifts he has given you. At the end of your 
prayer of praise, write: “Make me like an 
eagle, Lord, and give me eagle strength. 
Help me always to fly high, close to you. 
Amen.”

We Praise and Bless GodWe Praise and Bless God
Psalm 103:1–5
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Unscramble each of the clues using Psalm 103:1–5 in The Catholic 
Children’s Bible (page 920). Then locate the letters in the numbered 
squares and copy them to the same numbered squares at the bottom to 
find the last phrase.

Read the Live It! on the first page of this activity 
booklet. Then use this page to list your reasons to 
praise God, using the letters shown.

Dear God, you fill my life with good things.

I praise you for P _______________________________.

I praise you for R _______________________________.

I praise you for A _______________________________.

I praise you for I ________________________________.

I praise you for S _______________________________.

I praise you for E _______________________________.

 

Make me like an eagle, Lord, and give me eagle 

strength.Help me always to fly high, close to you.

Amen.

R P A E I S   H S I   L O H Y   M N A E

O D G   R F S O E V I G   E M

D G O   H A S L E   E M

O D G   P E S K E   E M

D G O   B E S S E L S   E M

O D G   F L L I S    Y M   Y E I L

11 7 6

12 2

3

1

10 5

4 89

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

T
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Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning and ending with 
the Sign of the Cross.

Lord our God, the palms we receive on Palm Sunday remind 
us of the victory of Jesus. May they be signs of hope on tough 
days and signs of joy as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ rising 
from the dead on Easter. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

• Read together the Featured Story on page 1500 in 
The Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 21:6–9). Invite 
your child to summarize what she or he remembers 
about the meaning of this story. 

• Discuss together where you will place your palms this 
year. Remind your child that the palm is blessed. It 
reminds us of the victory of Jesus, so it should be 
treated with respect. 

• Watch the video “Palm Sunday HD” (YouTube, 2:58) 
together, for a good explanation of Palm Sunday as 
celebrated in the Catholic Church around the world. 
With your child, compare the video to your own 
parish celebration. 

Palm Sunday begins Holy Week on a high note. Jesus 
rides into Jerusalem and is greeted by cheers and waving 
palm branches. He knows this week will end in his death, 
yet he sits serenely on a donkey. This Sunday welcomes 
the King of Kings, triumphant and glorious. Here indeed 
is the promised king, but a king who is not quite what 
anyone was expecting.

The glorious ride on the donkey into Jerusalem amid the 
cheering crowds flows into the crushing defeat of Good 
Friday, the stark emptiness of Holy Saturday, and the glory 
of the Resurrection on Easter. This is the paradigm of our 
lives and of our spiritual journeys as well. 

On this Sunday, we receive a palm to take home. This 
palm is a symbol that Jesus is truly the King, the King of 
eternal life, triumphant over death, who brings us with him 
to Easter life, now and always.

Lord God, may this Palm Sunday help us to praise you 
always. Thank you for the gift of new life in your Son, 
Jesus, our King. Hosanna in the highest! Amen.

Prayer

Saint Cecilia suffered for Christ and was martyred by the Roman 
emperor. The Church of Saint Cecilia in Rome was built on the 
site of her house. Because Cecilia was inspired by music to praise 
God, she is often pictured with a musical instrument and is the 
patron saint of musicians. Her feast day is November 22.

Saint Cecilia (second century)

People of Faith 

Matthew 21:6–9

A New A New 
Kind   KingKind   Kingofof
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Show Jesus entering into Jerusalem by completing 
the maze.

Leader: Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross.  .  .  .  Let us remember  
  that we are in the holy presence of God. 
 
Leader: Loving God, as we enter into Holy Week, bless us and bless the donkeys   
  that we have made. Today, as we follow Jesus to Jerusalem, may we   
  continue to follow him all the days of our lives. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Reader 1: Lord Jesus, a donkey carried you to Jerusalem. Help us to carry your   
   peace and love to all we meet. 
 
All:  Hosanna! 
 
Reader 2: Lord Jesus, you chose a donkey as a sign of your peaceful and 
   humble kingship. Help us to be peaceful and humble in our 
   relationships with others. 
 
All:  Hosanna! 
 
Reader 3: Lord Jesus, you rode into Jerusalem in peace and love. Help us to 
   follow you always. 
 
All:  Hosanna! 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, you came as a peaceful and loving king. 
 
All:  Hosanna! 
 
Leader: Let us place our donkeys in “Jerusalem.” Like Jesus, we have made it 
  to Jerusalem! We have followed our king. Let us pray together: Hosanna   
  in the highest! 
 
All:  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Leader: Let us go now and be a people of peace and love, hope and joy. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
All:  Hosanna in the highest!

Start

FinishFinish
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Prayer
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days and signs of joy as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ rising 
from the dead on Easter. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

• Read together the Featured Story on page 1500 in 
The Catholic Children’s Bible (Matthew 21:6–9). Invite 
your child to summarize what she or he remembers 
about the meaning of this story. 

• Discuss together where you will place your palms this 
year. Remind your child that the palm is blessed. It 
reminds us of the victory of Jesus, so it should be 
treated with respect. 

• Watch the video “Palm Sunday HD” (YouTube, 2:58) 
together, for a good explanation of Palm Sunday as 
celebrated in the Catholic Church around the world. 
With your child, compare the video to your own 
parish celebration. 

Palm Sunday begins Holy Week on a high note. Jesus 
rides into Jerusalem and is greeted by cheers and waving 
palm branches. He knows this week will end in his death, 
yet he sits serenely on a donkey. This Sunday welcomes 
the King of Kings, triumphant and glorious. Here indeed 
is the promised king, but a king who is not quite what 
anyone was expecting.

The glorious ride on the donkey into Jerusalem amid the 
cheering crowds flows into the crushing defeat of Good 
Friday, the stark emptiness of Holy Saturday, and the glory 
of the Resurrection on Easter. This is the paradigm of our 
lives and of our spiritual journeys as well. 

On this Sunday, we receive a palm to take home. This 
palm is a symbol that Jesus is truly the King, the King of 
eternal life, triumphant over death, who brings us with him 
to Easter life, now and always.

Lord God, may this Palm Sunday help us to praise you 
always. Thank you for the gift of new life in your Son, 
Jesus, our King. Hosanna in the highest! Amen.

Prayer

Saint Cecilia suffered for Christ and was martyred by the Roman 
emperor. The Church of Saint Cecilia in Rome was built on the 
site of her house. Because Cecilia was inspired by music to praise 
God, she is often pictured with a musical instrument and is the 
patron saint of musicians. Her feast day is November 22.

Saint Cecilia (second century)

People of Faith 

Matthew 21:6–9

A New A New 
Kind   KingKind   Kingofof
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ResurrectionResurrection

Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning and ending with  
the Sign of the Cross.

Dear God, in this Easter season of hope and new life, help us 
to be aware of how and where we are needed to spread the 
Good News to others. Alleluia! Amen.

• Go for a walk or ride with your child and look 
for signs of new life. Discuss how these signs 
of new life remind us of the hope and joy of 
Easter.

• Discuss how to reach out to those who might 
be struggling to have hope: the poor, the 
abandoned, and the homeless. Find a way to 
donate or participate in an outreach during 
the Easter season.

• View the video “Jesus loves the disciple—  
and everyone (John 21)” (YouTube, 3:08) 
together. Then read the Featured Story on 
page 1706 in The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(John 21:4–7). Discuss how your family 
can help one another and celebrate the 
Resurrection in a special way during the 
Easter season. 

Today’s Scripture passage takes place after the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus. In these verses, the disciples have 
returned to what they know: fishing. When early light 
begins to show, a man on the shore tells them to cast their 
nets a different way. They follow the advice and the nets 
are filled to overflowing. This is the moment they recognize 
Jesus and rush to greet him. 

In a similar story in Luke 5:1–11, Jesus tells his disciples 
that they—a group of ordinary fishermen—will become 
fishers of people, “catching” others for God through their 
teaching and healing. We are reminded that we too are 
called to bring people to God. And we know that we have 
Jesus by our side, guiding us in how best to cast our nets.  

On Easter, we baptize people into our Catholic faith. 
Jesus the fisherman pulls them wet and dripping from the 
baptismal waters into a new life of community, service, and 
joy. May we celebrate the Good News of the Resurrection 
and continue to respond to our own call to make a difference 
in the lives of others through our gift of faith.

God of all, help us to share the Good News of your love 
with those around us. Help us to follow Jesus and let  
others see us as a people of hope and new life. Amen.

Prayer

Saint Andrew was Saint Peter’s brother and one of Jesus’ 
closest companions. He was martyred by being tied to a cross 
made in the shape of an X, now known as “Saint Andrew’s 
cross.” He is patron saint of those who make their living by 
fishing. Saint Andrew’s feast day is November 30.

Saint Andrew the Apostle (first century) 

People of Faith 

John 21:4–7

Celebrating Celebrating 
thethe
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Close your Bible and write down as many details from 
the Scripture story as you can remember. Then check 
your answer by rereading the Featured Story on page 
1706 in The Catholic Children’s Bible (John 21:4–7).

Leader: Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross.  .  .  .  Let us remember  
  that we are in the holy presence of God.

Leader: Loving God, we celebrate this Easter season because Jesus is alive.

All: Alleluia!

Reader 1: Help us to live as an Easter people, trusting in you and your 
   generous love.

All: Alleluia!

Reader 2: Teach us to follow you and to help others when they need us.

All: Alleluia!

Reader 3: Help us to spread your love by using kind words and actions.

All:  Alleluia!

Reader 4: Thank you for the gift of hope and the resurrection to new life.

All:  Alleluia!

Reader 5: Help us to find the Alleluia in our everyday lives.

All:  Alleluia!

Reader 6: Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus is alive! Alleluia!

All:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Jesus is alive! Alleluia!

and
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ResurrectionResurrection

Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning and ending with  
the Sign of the Cross.

Dear God, in this Easter season of hope and new life, help us 
to be aware of how and where we are needed to spread the 
Good News to others. Alleluia! Amen.

• Go for a walk or ride with your child and look 
for signs of new life. Discuss how these signs 
of new life remind us of the hope and joy of 
Easter.

• Discuss how to reach out to those who might 
be struggling to have hope: the poor, the 
abandoned, and the homeless. Find a way to 
donate or participate in an outreach during 
the Easter season.

• View the video “Jesus loves the disciple—  
and everyone (John 21)” (YouTube, 3:08) 
together. Then read the Featured Story on 
page 1706 in The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(John 21:4–7). Discuss how your family 
can help one another and celebrate the 
Resurrection in a special way during the 
Easter season. 

Today’s Scripture passage takes place after the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus. In these verses, the disciples have 
returned to what they know: fishing. When early light 
begins to show, a man on the shore tells them to cast their 
nets a different way. They follow the advice and the nets 
are filled to overflowing. This is the moment they recognize 
Jesus and rush to greet him. 

In a similar story in Luke 5:1–11, Jesus tells his disciples 
that they—a group of ordinary fishermen—will become 
fishers of people, “catching” others for God through their 
teaching and healing. We are reminded that we too are 
called to bring people to God. And we know that we have 
Jesus by our side, guiding us in how best to cast our nets.  

On Easter, we baptize people into our Catholic faith. 
Jesus the fisherman pulls them wet and dripping from the 
baptismal waters into a new life of community, service, and 
joy. May we celebrate the Good News of the Resurrection 
and continue to respond to our own call to make a difference 
in the lives of others through our gift of faith.

God of all, help us to share the Good News of your love 
with those around us. Help us to follow Jesus and let  
others see us as a people of hope and new life. Amen.

Prayer

Saint Andrew was Saint Peter’s brother and one of Jesus’ 
closest companions. He was martyred by being tied to a cross 
made in the shape of an X, now known as “Saint Andrew’s 
cross.” He is patron saint of those who make their living by 
fishing. Saint Andrew’s feast day is November 30.

Saint Andrew the Apostle (first century) 

People of Faith 

John 21:4–7

Celebrating Celebrating 
thethe
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• Find the Featured Story on page 1690 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible (John 14:16–17, 26–27). Invite your 
child to share what he or she remembers about this 
Scripture passage. Then read the passage together. 
Pray the prayer in the Live It! on page 1691 together.

• Make Pentecost a special celebration this year by 
wearing red together (the color of this feast day), by 
making a Pentecost cake (red velvet), or by finding a 
Pentecost craft online to make together. 

• Watch the video “Action Dance Holy Spirit Fills 
Me Up” (YouTube, 2:40) together. Learn the words 
together and try to follow the actions presented in 
the video. Have fun and celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit!

What happens when the Spirit comes is astonishing! The 
disciples were once afraid and in hiding, but now they 
burst forth brave and enlivened. People from every nation 
hear their proclamations as they speak boldly of Jesus and 
of the greatness of God. With the coming of the Spirit, the 
early disciples find a voice and a call to do what Jesus 
instructed them to do. And the Church is born!

Jesus promised he would send a “Helper” to guide and 
instruct us after he was gone. He tells us that this promised 
Spirit will bring peace. This peace is a deep contentment 
and a confidence that God can bring good out of any 
suffering or evil.

At Pentecost, we remember the promise of Jesus to send 
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is always there to help, guide, 
encourage, and inspire us to do great things and to be the 
disciples we are called to be. All we need to do is to be 
open, aware, and willing to listen. 

Come, Holy Spirit. Fill us with hope and love. Guide us 
and help us to follow Jesus always. Amen.

Prayer
Mary was with the Church when the Holy 
Spirit came at Pentecost. She prayed for the 
Apostles and disciples when the Holy Spirit 
sent them to preach. She loves and prays for 
us too, because we are all her children. We 
celebrate the feast of Mary, Mother of the 
Church, on the Monday after Pentecost.

Mary, Mother of the Church

People of Faith 

GuideGuide
John 14:16–17, 26–27

Our Helper Our Helper 
andand

Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning 
and ending with the Sign of the Cross.

Come, Holy Spirit. Help us to remember that 
you are with us always as our helper and 
guide. Inspire us each day to be the disciples 
we are called to be and to share the Good 
News of God’s love, through our words and 
actions, with all those we meet. Amen.
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Find and circle the following words that are related 
to the Featured Story on page 1690 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

Leader: Let us begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross.  .  .  .  Let us remember  
  that we are in the holy presence of God.

Leader: We celebrate that Jesus’ promise was fulfilled on Pentecost with the 
  coming of the Holy Spirit upon Mary and the disciples.

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Leader: We are grateful for receiving the Holy Spirit’s power at Baptism and look  
  forward to being strengthened with the Spirit at Confirmation.

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Leader: We remember Pentecost as the beginning of the Church’s mission with the  
  help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Leader: We know that we can ask the Holy Spirit to help us, guide us, and inspire  
  us each day.

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, be with us each day. Guide our path to love and truth.  
  Bring peace to our hearts. Help us follow Jesus as his disciples, and help   
  us bring his love and peace to all we meet. 

All: Amen.

Holy
Spirit
Helper

disciples
dove
Jesus

Father 
peace
Trinity

Come, Holy  Come, Holy  
      Spirit, Come!Spirit, Come!
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  help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come!
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  us each day.

All: Come, Holy Spirit, come!
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  Bring peace to our hearts. Help us follow Jesus as his disciples, and help   
  us bring his love and peace to all we meet. 
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• Find the Featured Story on page 1690 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible (John 14:16–17, 26–27). Invite your 
child to share what he or she remembers about this 
Scripture passage. Then read the passage together. 
Pray the prayer in the Live It! on page 1691 together.

• Make Pentecost a special celebration this year by 
wearing red together (the color of this feast day), by 
making a Pentecost cake (red velvet), or by finding a 
Pentecost craft online to make together. 

• Watch the video “Action Dance Holy Spirit Fills 
Me Up” (YouTube, 2:40) together. Learn the words 
together and try to follow the actions presented in 
the video. Have fun and celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit!

What happens when the Spirit comes is astonishing! The 
disciples were once afraid and in hiding, but now they 
burst forth brave and enlivened. People from every nation 
hear their proclamations as they speak boldly of Jesus and 
of the greatness of God. With the coming of the Spirit, the 
early disciples find a voice and a call to do what Jesus 
instructed them to do. And the Church is born!

Jesus promised he would send a “Helper” to guide and 
instruct us after he was gone. He tells us that this promised 
Spirit will bring peace. This peace is a deep contentment 
and a confidence that God can bring good out of any 
suffering or evil.

At Pentecost, we remember the promise of Jesus to send 
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is always there to help, guide, 
encourage, and inspire us to do great things and to be the 
disciples we are called to be. All we need to do is to be 
open, aware, and willing to listen. 

Come, Holy Spirit. Fill us with hope and love. Guide us 
and help us to follow Jesus always. Amen.

Prayer
Mary was with the Church when the Holy 
Spirit came at Pentecost. She prayed for the 
Apostles and disciples when the Holy Spirit 
sent them to preach. She loves and prays for 
us too, because we are all her children. We 
celebrate the feast of Mary, Mother of the 
Church, on the Monday after Pentecost.

Mary, Mother of the Church

People of Faith 

GuideGuide
John 14:16–17, 26–27

Our Helper Our Helper 
andand

Prayer
Pray this prayer together as a family, beginning 
and ending with the Sign of the Cross.

Come, Holy Spirit. Help us to remember that 
you are with us always as our helper and 
guide. Inspire us each day to be the disciples 
we are called to be and to share the Good 
News of God’s love, through our words and 
actions, with all those we meet. Amen.
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