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Dear Parishioners,

Catholic psychiatrist Dr. Aaron Kheriaty summarizes the history of psychoanalysis. (The Catholic Guide to Depression,
XXX-xxxiii, Sophia Press, 2012). He writes:

“The founder of psychoanalysis, and probably the most famous psychiatrist in history, Sigmund Freud, was profoundly
antireligious. In fact, he argued that religious belief was not just mistaken; it was pathological. Believers were not simply wrong,
according to Freud; they were sick; they had an illness. Religious faith was ‘neurotic’. In his phrase, religion was the ‘universal obsessive
neurosis of mankind.’

Furthermore, his strange view of human psychology claimed that man, at his core, was merely a bundle of unconscious sexual
and aggressive drives. Freud’s biographer Ernest Jones listed the six most common words Freud used to describe our unconscious
mental life: repressed, active, bestial, infantile, alogical, and of course, sexual. Such are the forces bubbling up from the seething
cauldron of our unconscious. When the patient (with the expert assistance of the psychoanalyst) looked inward, what he saw was not
pretty. This hardly sounds consonant with the Christian view of the dignity of the human person, who is (although fallen and flawed) still
rational and free—capable of knowledge and love, created in the image and likeness of God.

The next in the line of famous psychiatrists, Carl Jung, appeared at first glance to be friendlier toward religion. But in some
ways his theories were even more subversive of religion than Freud’s. While not overtly denying God’s existence, Jung argued that God is
merely housed in mankind’s ‘collective unconscious.” In the last analysis, for Jung, we are God and God is us. No claim could be more
contrary to the Judeo-Christian understanding of God. In fact, the temptation to self-divinization was precisely what Satan whispered in
the ear of our first parents: You shall be like God. (Gen. 3:5).

Now, the Freudian and Jungian accounts of religious belief—despite their claims to scientific status—were in fact unscientific,
indeed untestable and therefore unfalsifiable and circular in their reasoning. Many who wanted to turn psychology into a legitimate
science wanted none of this mumbo jumbo.

The next wave in psychology after psychoanalysis was behaviorism, which dominated the psychological sciences in the
middle of the twentieth century. But the behaviorists often went off the rails as well—just in a different direction. According to
behaviorism, an objective science of the mind must be restricted to externally observable things. The only thing that mattered were
measurable environmental inputs and observable behavioral outputs. What transpired in the subjective ‘mind’ was set aside.

Behaviorist experiments produced some interesting scientific findings in psychology. While these experimental findings
were one thing, radical behaviorist theory, which was not scientific but ideological, was another. Radical behaviorists claimed that the
human being is nothing but a wholly determined product of inputs and outputs. The mind functioned like a machine that runs entirely
on its prior programming—its history of rewards and punishments. This was all we needed to explain the human person and human
psychology. This theory waved farewell to human reason and free will.

It followed from this that, according to radical behaviorism, human beings had no distinctive stature among the animals.
The most influential American behaviorist, B. F. Skinner, actually claimed that we could understand humanity completely by studying
the behavior of rats and pigeons. Skinner’s bestselling manual on childrearing recommended that parents feed their children according
to rigidly controlled schedules and give them a minimum of attention and affection. The title of his most famous book on human
psychology is telling: Beyond Freedom and Dignity. There you have it.

Naturally, this sort of nonsense could continue for only so long. The brain was smuggled back into psychology through
scientific advances in neuroimaging techniques such as MRI and PET scans. More refined methods in experimental psychology allowed
for advances in studying social and interpersonal relationships. Things began to look much more complex, and much more interesting,
than the behaviorists dreamed.

But even today human reason and free will are often still denied by many neuroscientists or scientific popularizers. Their
conclusions are in fact bad philosophy masquerading as science. The so-called New Atheist writers, including Richard Dawkins, Daniel
Dennett, and Christopher Hitchens, try to convince us that all things distinctively human, including religious faith, can be (or someday
will be) shown to be reducible to chemical discharges in the brain. According to this ideology, all that we are, all that we think, and all
that we do are completely determined by our biology.”

The word psychiatrist means literally “doctor of the soul”. Well-meaning psychiatrists and psychologists have done a lot of
good. Their field has furnished some valuable insights into the human condition. Their therapy has helped many broken people.
However, as Dr. Kheriaty made clear in his historical summary, there are serious shortcomings in this field of thought and ideas have
consequences.

On the other hand, there are no shortcomings whatsoever in the teachings of Jesus Christ, the divine Doctor of the Soul.
Simply living the Gospel with sturdy sincerity and complete commitment brings to the interior life a heap of healing.

God bless you!
Father Eric




Saturday, January 4, 2025
5:00pm(Vigil) Anunziata Paccioni

Sunday, January 5, 2025

8:00am The Gatto Family
10:00am Anthony Sutter
12Noon Tom Murphy
WEEKDAYS
Monday: 9:00am People of the Parish
Tuesday: 9:00am Paige Graff-Living
Wednesday: 9:00am  Maria & Luca Treglia
Thursday:  9:00am Anthony Scappatura
Friday: 9:00am Christine Wasnieski
Saturday, January 11, 2025
9:00am Martin Greenwood

5:00pm(Vigil) Anita Burrattini
Sunday, January 12, 2025

8:00am Kieth Donohue
10:00am Loreti & Ungarelli Family-Living & Deceased
12Noon Ronald Lauria

BAPTISM SEMINAR

SATURDAY, January 25, 2025
Immediately following the 6:00pm Mass at St. Thomas Church
there will be a meeting for expectant parents and parents of
newborn babies. Parents are expected to be at Mass as well as
the meeting. We urge parents to attend before the baby is born.
We also urge Godparents to participate by attending this meeting.
This is a requirement for all parents prior to the Baptism of their

MEMORIALS
Our Bread and Wine this week is offered :

“u 0 At St. Thomas Church
*4}’ 0% In Loving Memory of
Thomas Murphy

requested by The Niners

Saturday, January 4, 2025
6:00pm(Vigil) Pat & Flo Merli

Sunday, January 5, 2025

9:00am Jean Carreca
10:00am Vincenzo & Bellina Demetrio
11:00am Eva DeCrescenzo
1:00pm Antoinette Salmieri
6:00pm Thomas Jon Sjeime
WEEKDAYS
Monday: 7:00am Thomas O’Malley
8:00am  Dorothy G. O'Mara
Tuesday: 7:00am Jose Leano
8:00am John Savino
Wednesday: 7:00am Carlos Guico
8:00am Herta & Karl Lillo
Thursday: 7:00am Christopher Morris
8:00am John . Garland
Friday: 7:00am Diane Casamassima
8:00am Christopher DeBenedictis
Saturday, January 11, 2025
8:00am Angela DiBari

6:00pm(Vigil) Thomas P. Monahan, Jr.
Sunday, January 12, 2025

9:00am Pablo Monzon

10:00am Angelo Deleonardis

11:00am Barbara Cannizzaro
1:00pm Grisanti, Corso & Esposito Family
2:30pm Special Needs- Jennie Franca

6:00pm Vincenza Brullo

SPECIAL NEED
FOR
SPECIAL CHILDREN

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12,2025

ST. THOMAS CHURCH
2:30PM

The Parish of St. Joseph-St.Thomas St. John Neumann-
welcomes all special people with their
families and friends!

All children will receive a Special Blessing!

For more information:

Call 718-984-1156

or

email: sjstchildofGod@gmail.com



mailto:sjstchildofGod@gmail.com

SICK & HOMEBOUND

If someone is homebound or in the hospital, please notify us.
Arrangements can be easily made for the Sacrament of Anoint-
ing. Holy Communion is brought to the sick by the Priests
weekly or monthly as requested. Please let us know your needs
by calling the parish office.

Ethel Ducey, Joseph A. Pulizotto, Ellen Merli, Louis Amatrudo, Stacey
Benvenuto, Mary Baldaracci, Gertrude Sokolowsky, Frank Zagarino,
John Michael Pasquale, Christopher Walsh, Hope Vosilla, Helen Cole,
Alan Mackiewicz, David Balaban, Bob Ryan, Kristen Kress, Bobby

Salvador, Amanda Marchese, Michael Rokicki, Tom Quercia, Thomas
Marchese, Angelo Cordella, Dominick Aiello, Juliann Bonavita, Isla the g°°dv
Albashara .

In your sympathy, please pray for: Maria Longo, Charles Butter- news rO()rT]“I

worth, Msgr. Charles P. Coen.

e

Catholic community of New York
WELCOME TO HOLY CHILD PRESCHOOL Y f
OPEN nousn AND RBGISTM“ON Vislt theGoodNewsroom.org for Informatlon and updates.

The Good Newsroom is the award-winning digital newsroom

SaturdaYl JANUARY ch 2025 of the Archdiocese of New York, publishing videos and articles
9:00AM-3:00PM in English and Spanish daily,

Offering a creative learning program
for children ages 2-5
)

EXPERIENCED STAFF
SAFE AND SECURE BUILDING
FULL AND HALF DAY PROGRAMS

FUN AND ENGAGING CURRICULUM
ART, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, DANCE AND SPORTS

NURTURING LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

i Up For A Tour

Visit the website directly at theGoodNewsroom.org
To Register,you will need: or scan the QR code.

Mp"nﬂ“ v Touse GR Code, please open your camera and focus on the middle of the QR code,

When the camerais positioned comectly, please press on yellow highlighted text. This
'ln. “nmu“ will opanﬂﬂawabi'm:m Gour.‘mmn:l. ’ ! o
Immunization Records
|EP (if applicable)

Registration Fee (cash or check)

2025 MARCH FOR LIFE

Join us in advocating for the sacred dignity of every human person at the national March
for Life in Washington, DC on January 24'". Through prayerful, public witness at our na-
tion’s capital, we seek to testify to the goodness of life and stand in solidarity with the
most vulnerable. A bus will leave Blessed Sacrament at 5:30am and return around

9pm. The cost is $30 per person. For information call 718-442-1581.



FRANK E. HANLEY - Founder FRANK HANLEY DILLON -Treasurer DAVID A. DILLON FRANK P. LETTERA

Llfe /s Not Ended...But M ere[y C/lanﬂed

~ Family Owned and Operated Since 1930 ~
718-351-1800 - 60 NEW DORP LANE

Family Owned & Operated Serving Staten Island Since 1979

Tire Bﬁris &

OIL CHANGE SERVICE
cus,om w"ee’s LTD EXPERT BRAKE SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
coonfvear  (@ntinental s WHEEL & RIM REPAIR

Insured Discount Tire Prices, We Will NOT Be Undersold!
FamiLy OwWNED FuLL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME (MM&’ Zaxe Shocks  Struts  Springs e Light Truck Alignment Specialist
Over 45 Ye Widest Selection Of Tires In Stock On Staten Island
of ies

ars

& ~
BEDELL PIZZO

FUMNERAL HOAIE
FamiLy OwneD FuLL Servick FUNERAL Howt

Preneed funeral planning - an investment in peace of e 373 Veterans Road West 10309 - 718-317-8473 | Senior Citizens
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING Discounts
mind At-need funeral arrangement - when you need a RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

347-215-4151 www.comfortzone-hvac.net

friend. Cremation - a dignified alternative
James M. Glass

Paul J. P1zzo, OWNER LI 1L SUPPORT | f Financial Advisar
J ’ .| 'OUR PARISH - e
7447 Amboy Rd., Staten Island, NY 10307 N it /18.603.8409
sponsor the printing of jelassZ@ml.com

4lpi.com/adcreator

718'984'0913 our bulletin.

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
catholicmatch® 200 Park Avenue

34th Floor
New York New York, NY 10166

visor.ml.com/sites/ny/park-ave-off/jglass2

MERRILL@E

¢ -’%'i“ AD DES‘GN ABANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

CatholicMatch.com/NY

with purchase Merill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (IMLPFES) is a registered broker-dealer
of this space Trestmen 1 SIPC B Amer FOAC and

CALL
B\ BOO-477-4574

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jim Marcinkiewicz

718.303.7803
statenislandacademy.org

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com (800) 477-4574 x6424

ﬁ ALWAYS READY TO SERVE
BCB Bank YOUANDYOUR COMMUNITY
With three convenient locations in Staten Island, We have the PRODUCTS AND SERVICES to suit all your banking needs.

For more information reach out to Cluster Branch Manager Lana Schneider.
Phone: T18-873-1750 | Email:sschnsider@bob bank

FOREST AVENUE NEW DORP LANE PAGE AVENUE
1500 FOREST AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND 354 NEW DORP LANE, STATEN ISLAND 240 PAGE AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND

MAKING AN IMPACT | WWW.BCB.BANK | 1.800.680.6872 | ¥ @ 3¢ @ Foic &
@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph - St. Thomas - St. John Neumann Parish, Staten Island, NY ~ 03-1226



<=  EXPERTS.!.. in funeral pre-arrangement
V'ijr?chennt “Staten Island’s Most Affordable Funeral Home"
At Eltingville Station = 718-356-6363 - Owned & Operated by John Vincent Scalia

& Home for Funerals, Inc. www.ScaliaHome.com
B PROTECT YOUR WORLD _
e 2HOURADAY  Beakiast Individual & Business Tax Services R
. 207 DAYSAWEEK ofusoch - Specials . .
@ Allstate || CarerinG - Free DELIVERY College Planning ¢ Accounting :

718-966-6097 Financial Literacy PLAZA Security
ot L i Complete Home Security
Frank ] . Decandldo www.PlazaSecurity.com

View our amazing cakes on

Domencel Comibe
LA LioaN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY!
Associate Broker | ) @]@sw'eetswje‘t_sues CPA/CFP”/CCPS PROTECT YOUR HOME!
7307 Amboy Road Staten Island | &2 | l\w’n'—-"' a4 Certified Financial Planner™ e Certified College Planning Specialist (CCPS) . -
NY 10307 Oh - Get High Quality Alarm Monitoring
718-757-7902  ——— Swedl Swest 'Sue's PHONE _ Without Paying High Prices

DomSold.com
Servicing Staten Island forover25years. [l ™ = = T "9 R0/ AFE = Friretmmm Fabem 77
“put Your Trastin 3 Fellow parishioner”  S|L_____20% OFF a Custom Cake_____1 * Card Access Systems

Domsold.com CALL FOR A FREE HOME custom cakes & cupcakes () 347-838-6026 * Burglar Alarm Systems
DomsOld.com pelrriytieisrelv I“ q lﬁ . @ NO * Security Camera with
718-966-2253 frankd @fjd-cpa.com BURGLARS Remote Viewing

w » ESCAPE THE SNOW AND HIGH TAXES OF NEW YORK STATE!
/W& ' EXPERIENCE THE SUNSHINE AND AFFORDABILITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA!

1 As a former Staten Islander, | can attest that Florida has everything you need:
i AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS - NO STATE INCOME TAX - OUTDOOR LIVING ALL YEAR ROUND * NYY SPRING TRAINING

49
E CLOSE PROXIMITY TO STUNNING BEACHES * PLUS, COUNTLESS OTHER ATTRACTIONS!
N Y L Contact me now to explore your housing options and start enjoying the benefits of affordable living and endless sunshine!
. Don't miss out on this opportunity to upgrade your lifestyle — reach out today! APRIL EMORY Realtor « 813-469-2739

P—— 205 5a09 SCARPACI

Staten Island NY 10309 % Funeral Home of Staten Island
718-356-7738 : % Celebrating Over 100 Years of Community Service
] SR N SN Family Owned & Operated
Premlgr Chapel G|35§ & ‘ e o {‘\ With Five Generations of Experience / Est. 1910
Marble Niches now Available. Give new life to your flo PRE-ARRANGEMENT SPECIALISTS

* Private Family Room
I A 6389 AMBOY ROAD 1401 86TH STREET
* Mausoleum Crypt Space PLAZA ELECTRIC STATEN ISLAND, NY BROOKLYN, NY 11228
1 « In-Ground Burial ‘COMMERC.IAL& RESIDENTIAL " : ; ) >
n Licensed Electrician In New York & New Jersey y 8 } ( 6 — ’7
T * Veteran Section Emergency Service | Cqll for FREE Estimates - OJ ) J

718-227-6106 s NOW OPEN
”;I,a;:;p?aIZZfe‘::‘:chi:ﬂ "7 www.ScarpaciSI.com - ScarpaciSI@aol.com
: ' Large Parking Facilities

Pre-Planning Means Peace of Mind.

www.CalvaryandAlliedCemeteries.com

'our Home is a Large Investment - PROTECT IT!

Engaged Living

Robert Hesdra, Owner

ORTHODONTIST

Quality Care Built on | riheatandcool@gmail.com §
N e @ Honesty | Staten Island, NY 10312 Salvatore R.
TheBrielle.com and Trust 347-549-0729 Indelicato, DMD
Specialist in Orthodontics
E |1II" 5 E TH E B RIELLE for Children and Adults
5 S 718-967-5213
PRACTICING IN ELDER Law, 444 HUGUENOT AVENUE
ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE, A ACET

as AA -
s MEDICAID CRISIS PLANNING FOR [ =i
HoMmE CARE & NURSING HOME

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY
718.354.8646 Fax: 718.354.8647

LEPORELAW.COM

Catering for All Occasions
¢°#boq at ‘D* BARRY GOLDMAN Berel:?:rzzlt:lia;tgali:}(fnl\lfllsenus
PHYSICAL TH ERAPY 4864 Arthur Kill Road
PROUDLY SERVING STATEN ISLAND 7001 Amboy Road, SI, NY 10307 Staten Island NY | 718-227-0002
i Located in Tottenville Square Plaza Englis;: foovﬁ:);tje |9 71;;):;}511_ 6626
Find our work on n @ Go g|e 718-227-4400 « www.bg-pt.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph - St. Thomas - St. John Neumann Parish, Staten Island, NY  03-1226



