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Dear Parishioners,                                                                                                                                          

 In this penitential season of Lent, we do well to remember with compassion the 

Holy Souls in Purgatory. They are in a perpetual season of penance, atoning for their 

sins done while in the body on earth. St. Francis de Sales was of opinion that the 

thought of Purgatory ought rather to comfort than to terrify. "The majority of those," he 

used to say, "who dread Purgatory do so in view of their own interests, and out of       

self-love, rather than for God's interests. The cause of this is that those who preach on 

the subject are in the habit of depicting only the pains of that prison, and say not a word 

on the joy and peace which the souls therein detained enjoy. It is true that the torments 

of Purgatory are so great that the most acute sufferings of this life cannot be compared 

with them; but, then, on the other hand, the inward satisfaction of the sufferers is such 

that no amount of earthly prosperity or contentment can equal it.” 

“The souls who are waiting there enjoy a continual union with God. Their wills are 

in perfect subjection to His will, or, to speak more correctly, their wills are so absolutely 

transformed into the will of God that they cannot will anything but what He wills. If 

Paradise were open to them, they would rather cast themselves down into Hell than   

appear before God stained and denied as they see themselves still to be. They accept 

their Purgatory lovingly and willingly, because it is the good pleasure of God. They wish 

to be there, in the manner it pleases God that they should be, and for as long as He 

wills. They cannot sin. They cannot feel the slightest movement of impatience, nor be 

guilty of the smallest imperfection. They love God more than themselves and more than 

any other creature, and with a perfect, pure, and disinterested love. They are in         

Purgatory consoled by the Angels. They are secure of their salvation. They are in a state 

of hope, which cannot but be realized. Their grief is holy and calm.” 

“In short, if Purgatory is a species of Hell as regards suffering, it is a species of 

Paradise as regards charity. The charity that quickens those holy souls is stronger than 

death, more powerful than Hell. Its lamps are all of fire and flame. Neither servile fear 

nor mercenary hope has any part in their pure affection. Purgatory is a happy state, 

more to be desired than dreaded, for all its flames are flames of love and sweetness. Yet 

still it is to be dreaded, since it delays the end of all perfection, which consists in seeing 

God, and therefore fully loving Him, and by this sight and by this love praising and   

glorifying Him through all eternity.” (For further reading see The Spirit of St. Frances 

de Sales by Jean Pierre Camus.) 

God bless you! 
Father Eric  



  

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 
16 POPLAR AVENUE 

STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 10309 

 
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH 

6123 AMBOY ROAD 
STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 10309 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 
5:00pm(Vigil)    Nick & Frances Zagarino 

Sunday, March  16, 2025 
    8:00am          Gorizia & Antonio Prince 
10:00am          Anthony & Theresa Lazaro 

12Noon            Arnel VeraCruz 
 

WEEKDAYS 
Monday:          9:00am     People of the Parish      
Tuesday: 9:00am    Angelica Munoz Teahan-Living 

Wednesday:   9:00am     Arthur Crozier 
Thursday: 9:00am     Dr. Kelly Powers Doll 
Friday: 9:00am     Eddie Shamah  

Saturday, March 22 , 2025 
9:00am        Anthony “Tony” Pelligrino 
5:00pm(Vigil)    John & Angela Lupacchino 

Sunday, March 23, 2025   

  8:00am          Sandra Williams 
10:00am          Avidano & Tedeschi Family-Living & Deceased 

12Noon            Luke & Domenica Napodano 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 
  6:00pm(Vigil) Angelo Nuara 
        Sunday, March 16, 2025 
  9:00am Matthew Moore, Sr.-Living 
10:00am   Rocco & Ersilia Villani 
11:00am   Betty & Salvatore Aquino                               

  1:00pm Angelo Nuara 
  6:00pm          Jo Renee Burke 

        WEEKDAYS 
Monday:          7:00 am     Richard Putz 
              8:00am      Thomas Michael Murphy 
Tuesday: 7:00am     William P. Gallagher–Living 
  8:00am     Concetta Carbone 
Wednesday:   7:00am     Thomas Michael Joseph Murphy

   8:00am     Vincenzo & Bellina Demetrio 

  6:00pm     In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 
Thursday:    7:00am     Diane Palladino 
  8:00am     Mildred Scarpati 
Friday: 7:00am     People of the Parish 
  8:00am     Patrick Ruane-Living 
  7:30pm     Nicholas Mancini 
        Saturday, March 22, 2025 
  8:00am       Peter Catania &  
                                Deacon Art Fama-Living 
  6:00pm(Vigil)   Eddie Shamah 

Sunday, March  23, 2025 
  9:00am Thomas Geressy 
10:00am   Pietro, Sibilia & Michael Dellegrazie 
11:00am  Robert Clark                            

  1:00pm Joseph  Serra 
  6:00pm          Vincenza, Martin & Joseph Brullo 

                            BAPTISM SEMINAR 
                SATURDAY, March 29, 2025SATURDAY, March 29, 2025  
Immediately following the 6:00pm Mass at St. Thomas Church 
there will be a meeting for expectant parents and parents of    
newborn babies.   Parents are expected to be at Mass as well as 
the meeting.  We urge parents to attend before the baby is born.   
We also urge Godparents to participate by attending this meeting. 
This is a requirement for all parents prior to the Baptism of their 
child. 

MASS FOR COUPLES MARRIED                                                       

 50 YEARS DURING 2025 

Couples celebrating their Fiftieth Wedding                  

Anniversary  anytime during 2025 are invited to attend the 

Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Timothy             

Michael Dolan at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Sunday, June 1st  

at 2:30 PM. Each   couple may bring up to four (4)                    

additional guests.   Pre-registration is required.  Please            

contact Phyllis Catania at the Parish Office 

The closing date to register is May 12, 2025 

                          

Our Bread and Wine this week is offered :               
    

          At St. Thomas Church                             
 In Loving Memory of  

                          Robert  “Bobby” Donahue 
             requested by Mark Cannizzaro & Family 

                      
        Our Altar Candles will burn                                                 
 throughout this week in                                 
     
                 St. Thomas Church                                                                         
     In Loving Memory of  
               Robert  “Bobby” Donahue 

              requested by Mark Cannizzaro & Family 



OUR REMEMBRANCE VIGIL CANDLESOUR REMEMBRANCE VIGIL CANDLESOUR REMEMBRANCE VIGIL CANDLES   
will burn  for 1 year in St. Thomas Church forwill burn  for 1 year in St. Thomas Church forwill burn  for 1 year in St. Thomas Church for:::   

 
      

IN LOVING MEMORY 

OF 

MARCO & MARTHA SIGNORILE 

“FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS”                                        

YOUR LOVING FAMILY 

requested by Theresa Geandomenico 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

OF 

ERICK IVAN NEGRAN 

BELOVED HUSBAND, FATHER & POP 

“LOVE YOU FOREVER” 

YOUR LOVING FAMILY 

requested by Kathy Negron 

 

 
IN MEMORIA DI 

BENDETTO, GIOVANNA & SALVATORE BONELLO 

“SEMPRE NEL MIO CUORE” 

CON AMORE PIERA 

requested by  Piera Bonello Maimo 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY 

OF 

ROSARIA & PIETRO CANGIALOSI 

“SEMPRE NEL MIO CUORE” 

YOUR LOVING DAUGHTER MARIA STELLA 

requested by Maria Stella Candela 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY 

OF 

THOMAS G. DELPRIORE 

“ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS” 

YOUR LOVING FAMILY 

requested by Joan DelPriore 

  SICK & HOMEBOUND                           

If someone is homebound or in the hospital, please notify us. Arrangements 

can be easily made for the Sacrament of Anointing. Holy Communion is 

brought to the sick by the Priests weekly or monthly as  requested. Please let 

us  know your needs by  call ing  the  parish off ice.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ethel Ducey, Joseph A. Pulizotto, Ellen Merli, Louis Amatrudo, Stacey 

Benvenuto, Mary Baldaracci, Gertrude Sokolowsky, Frank  Zagarino, 

John Michael Pasquale, Christopher Walsh, Hope Vosilla, Helen Cole, 

Alan Mackiewicz, David Balaban, Bob Ryan, Kristen Kress, Bobby Sal-

vador, Amanda Marchese, Thomas Marchese, Angelo Cordella, 

Dominick Aiello, Juliann Bonavita, Isla Albashara, Anthony Pelle , 

Christina Natale,  Antonio Buono , Patrick Ruane , Adrea Sinisi, Neil 

DeGennaro, Patricia McKay          

In your sympathy, please pray for:  Angela Marie DiBeneditto,                  

Calogera Montalbano , Lorraine Counts, Robert Jackson.  

Lent 
During Lent- Mass:  
Every Friday at 7:30pm at St. Thomas Church. 
Stations of the Cross: 
Every Friday following the 9:00am Mass at St. 
Joseph . At St. Thomas Church at 12noon in 
Italian and  after the 7:30pm Mass.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"O blessed Saint Joseph, spouse of the          
Virgin Mary, to you we come in our need, 

and with confidence implore your protection. 
As the faithful guardian of the Holy Family, 
watch over us, your children, and guide us 
in the way of salvation. By your powerful  
intercession, obtain for us from God the 

graces we need, especially [mention your 
specific request], and help us to live a life of 

love and fidelity to God's will. Amen."  

There will be a special Mass on  March 19th in                            
St. Thomas Church at 6:00pm. 

   All are InvitedAll are InvitedAll are Invited   

Easter Spiritual Bouquet Cards                        
Easter Mass Remembrance cards 

for the living and deceased are 

available at Church and in the 

Parish Office. The intentions will be placed 

on our altars throughout the Easter Season.  

 

Memorial Easter  Flower Offering 
Memorial Easter Flower Offering 

envelopes are also available in the 

rear of our Churches and will be 

placed on our altars throughout the 

Easter Season.  



New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY
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Life Is Not Ended...But Merely Changed.
~ Family Owned and Operated Since 1930 ~

718-351-1800 • 60 NEW DORP LANE

FRANK E. HANLEY - Founder DAVID A. DILLON FRANK P. LETTERAFRANK HANLEY DILLON -Treasurer

Family Owned Full Service Funeral Home

Preneed funeral planning - an investment in peace of 
mind At-need funeral arrangement - when you need a 

friend. Cremation - a dignified alternative

Paul J. Pizzo, Owner
7447 Amboy Rd., Staten Island, NY 10307

718-984-0913

373 Veterans Road West 10309 • 718-317-8473
Guystirebuyscustomwheels.com

Discount Tire Prices, We Will NOT Be Undersold!
Shocks • Struts • Springs • Light Truck Alignment Specialist

Widest Selection Of Tires In Stock On Staten Island

OIL CHANGE SERVICE
EXPERT BRAKE SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST

WHEEL & RIM REPAIR

Senior Citizens 
Discounts

Tire Buys &  Tire Buys &  
Custom WheelsCustom Wheels  LTDLTD

Tire Buys &  Tire Buys &  
Custom WheelsCustom Wheels  LTDLTD

Call to schedule a private tour 
at Staten Island Academy today.

Staten Island Academy 718.303.7803
statenislandacademy.orgCELEBRATING OUR 140TH YEAR.

AIR CONDITIONING & AIR CONDITIONING & HEATINGHEATING
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

347-215-4151  www.comfortzone-hvac.net

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Over 45 Years 
of Experience

Licensed & 
Insured

   
  








     








   








Dr. Vincenza Mineo, DPM - Board Certified Podiatrist
Treats foot and ankle conditions in both adults and children.
Two separate office locations:
Piccarelli Foot and Ankle
1478 Victory BLVD; SI, NY 10301 | 718-273-0123
www.piccarellifootandankle.com

AFFA Clinic
1887 Richmond Ave, 5LL; SI, NY 10314 | 718-880-7000
www.affaclinic.com
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EXPERTS!... in funeral pre-arrangement 
“Staten Island’s Most Affordable Funeral Home”

At Eltingville Station • 718-356-6363 • Owned & Operated by John Vincent Scalia
www.ScaliaHome.com

O R T H O D O N T I S T
Salvatore R. 

Indelicato, DMD
Specialist in Orthodontics  

for Children and Adults
718-967-5213

444 HUGUENOT AVENUE

SCARPACISCARPACI
Funeral Home of Staten Island

Celebrating Over 100 Years of Community Service
Family Owned & Operated

With Five Generations of Experience / Est. 1910
PRE-ARRANGEMENT SPECIALISTS

	 6389 AMBOY ROAD 	 1401 86TH STREET
	 STATEN ISLAND, NY 	 BROOKLYN, NY 11228

(718) 966-7800
NOW OPEN

www.ScarpaciSI.com - ScarpaciSI@aol.com
Large Parking Facilities

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance 
Co., Northbrook, IL. Life Insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co., Northbrook, IL; Lincoln Benefit Life Co. Lincoln, NE; and  
American Heritage Life Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. In New York, life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Co. of New York, Hauppauge, 
NY. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). Registered Broker-
Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727.  ©Allstate Insurance Co.

	 Caring Matters
Practicing in Elder Law,

Estate Planning, Probate, 
Medicaid Crisis Planning for

Home Care & Nursing Home

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY
718.354.8646 Fax: 718.354.8647 

 leporelaw.com

Frank J. DeCandido
CPA/CFP®/CCPS

Certified Financial Planner™ • Certified College Planning Specialist (CCPS)

PHONE

347-838-6026
frankd@fjd-cpa.com

Individual & Business Tax Services
College Planning • Accounting

Financial Literacy

RJ Heating & Cooling
	 Robert Hesdra, Owner
	 rjheatandcool@gmail.com
	 Staten Island, NY 10312
	 347-549-0729

Built on
Honesty

and Trust

www.auntbutchiesofbrooklyn.com

Catering for All Occasions  
Private Party Rooms  

Bereavement & Party Menus
4864 Arthur Kill Road

Staten Island NY  | 718-227-0002

430 Route 9 North
Englishtown NJ  | 732-851-6626

PROUDLY SERVING STATEN ISLAND
718-200-4133

   Find our work on  

Give new life to your floors

(646)  
241-9809

5840 AMBOY RD & SEGUINE AVE

	 Breakfast
	 Lunch • Specials

Catering • Free Delivery

718-966-6097

24 HOUR A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK

ESCAPE THE SNOW AND HIGH TAXES OF NEW YORK STATE!  
EXPERIENCE THE SUNSHINE AND AFFORDABILITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA! 

As a former Staten Islander, I can attest that Florida has everything you need: 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS · NO STATE INCOME TAX · OUTDOOR LIVING ALL YEAR ROUND · NYY SPRING TRAINING

CLOSE PROXIMITY TO STUNNING BEACHES · PLUS, COUNTLESS OTHER ATTRACTIONS! 
Contact me now to explore your housing options and start enjoying the benefits of affordable living and endless sunshine!

Don't miss out on this opportunity to upgrade your lifestyle – reach out today!  APRIL EMORY Realtor • 813-469-2739

361 Sharrott Avenue
Staten Island NY 10309

718-356-7738

Premier Chapel Glass & 
Marble Niches now Available.

• Private Family Room
• Mausoleum Crypt Space

• In-Ground Burial
• Veteran Section

Pre-Planning Means Peace of Mind.

www.CalvaryandAlliedCemeteries.com

PLAZA ELECTRIC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Licensed Electrician In New York & New Jersey

	 Call for FREE Estimates

	 718-227-6106
	 jplaza@plazaelectric.com
	 www.plazaelectric.com
Your Home is a Large Investment - PROTECT IT!

Emergency Service

Complete Home Security

718.227.1506
www.PlazaSecurity.com

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY!
PROTECT YOUR HOME!

Get High Quality Alarm Monitoring
Without Paying High Prices

	 • Burglar Alarm Systems
	 • Security Camera with 
		  Remote Viewing
	 • Card Access Systems

NO
BURGLARS

ESTIMATES
FREE

BARRY GOLDMAN  
PHYSICAL THERAPY
7001 Amboy Road, SI, NY 10307

Located in Tottenville Square Plaza

718-227-4400 • www.bg-pt.com

718-966-2253
20% OFF a Custom Cake

View our amazing cakes on 
    @sweetsweetsues

718-757-7902
Servicing Staten Island for over 30 years!

DISCOUNTED COMMISSIONS FOR FELLOW PARISHIONERS


