e THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD -

“THIS IS MY
BELOVED SON.”




" FROMTHE

Dear Parishioners,

A man wrote to a magazine recently and said, “When my niece was a student, her class of
six-year-olds sang ‘Hark, the Herald Angels Sing’ at a Christmas concert. The line ‘God and sinners
reconciled’ was a tricky one for this age group. One little boy, with a voice that completely drowned out
the rest of the choir, happily belted out, ‘God and sinners dressed in style!””

During the Christmas Season, which ends with today’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we
have rejoiced from the depths of our heart that the Son of God became the Son of Mary with the result
that God and sinners are reconciled. Admittedly, this Christmas Season may be a burden for some of
our brothers and sisters, perhaps due to illness or to the recent loss of a loved one. Maybe a job has
vanished and making ends meet right now is a tall task. We’re praying for you!

Some time ago, a priest I read about was tasked with delivering the toast to the Pope at a dinner
in Rome attended by American bishops, priests and seminarians. He said by way of introduction to the
toast that at one point while he was studying in Rome for the priesthood, he was selected to be a book
bearer at a Mass celebrated by the Pope. Father said that when he arrived at St. Peter’s Basilica to join
the others who would be taking part in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Pontiff came around and
greeted them all personally, smiling, joking, making everyone feel welcome and comfortable.

Then the Papal Master of Ceremonies came up to him and informed him that he had to hold the
book not only for the Mass, but also for the Pope’s private vesting before Mass. He walked the priest
into the reserved sacristy and gave him just one instruction: “Don’t talk to the Pope!” Before long the
Holy Father walked in, the priest said, and they were alone.

In that moment, he said, the Pope seemed to sink into himself, not as if he had been putting on
an act and could now be himself, but rather, said the priest, that he was carrying this overwhelming
weight, the weight of the whole world and the entire Church. He said the Holy Father then prayed the
prayers of vesting with an intensity, and a reverence, which, profoundly impacted the priest. The
experience made him pray differently before he himself would celebrate Mass from then on. What he
saw in that moment, the priest said, also influenced the way he prays for the Pope now. He said he
now prays for the Pope not only as the occupant of the Chair of St. Peter with its central role in the
Church, but also as a man, a human being, called by Providence to struggle under that enormous
burden. (For further reading see John Allen, “America’s Seminary Beachhead in Rome Neither
Accidental or Unimportant,” www.cruxnow.com, 9 December 2021).

As wonderful as Christmas is, even for those who don’t sing their lines correctly, our earthly
burdens do not disappear merely because a wreath hangs on our front door. However, the burden of
sin does disappear because of the birth of Jesus Christ (blessed be His Name) and the amazing grace
given to us as a consequence. The reconciliation with God that Jesus came to bring us means that the
hope of perfect freedom and happiness sings within, side by side with our burdens that try to menace
us. The former voice drowns out all the negativity coming from the latter.

God bless you!
Father Eric




Saturday, January 10, 2026
5:00pm(Vigil)  Ann Quinn-Living
Sunday, January 11, 2026

8:00am Anne Byrne
10:00am Loreti & Ungarelli Family-Living & Deceased
12Noon Brother Charles M. Cully C.F.X.

WEEKDAYS

Monday: 9:00am People of the Parish
Tuesday: 9:00am  Deceased at St. Joseph Cemetery
Wednesday: 9:00am  Giovanni Lofaro
Thursday: 9:00am Cathy Imbemba Calcagno
Friday: 9:00am  Connie Travolino

Saturday, January 17, 2026

9:00am Carmine Loffreno
5:00pm(Vigil) John & Angela Luppachino
Sunday, January 18, 2026

8:00am Maureen Rafferty
10:00am Joseph & Jane Magro
12Noon Hugh Donohue

BAPTISM SEMINAR

SATURDAY, January 31, 2026
Immediately following the 6:00pm Mass at St.Thomas
Church there will be a meeting for expectant parents
and parents of newborn babies. Parents are expected
to be at Mass as well as the meeting. We urge
parents to attend before the baby is born. We also
urge Godparents to participate by attending this
meeting. This is a requirement for all parents prior to
the Baptism of their child.
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OUR REMEMBRANCE VIGIL
CANDLES

will burn for 1 year in St. Thomas
Church for:

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
JOHN A. RIGGIO, JR.
“FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS”
WE LOVE AND MISS YOU, ALWAYS
MICHELE, JOHN, DANIELLE & FAMILY

requested by Michele Riggio

A—Il

=
0

-

——

Saturday, January 10, 2026
6:00pm(Vigil) Pat & Flo Merli
Sunday, January 11, 2026

9:00am Anthony Sutter
10:00am(lt) Vito & Maria lacoviello
11:00am Thomas P. Monahan Jr.
1:00pm Saverio Bavaro
2:30pm Jennie Franca—Special Needs
6:00pm Connie Saltzman
WEEKDAYS
Monday: 7:00 am Priests of the Parish
8:00am  Marilyn Riedel
Tuesday: 7:00am  Valerio LaRocca
8:00am  Rocchina D’Ambruoso
Wednesday: 7:00am Lucia Busconi
8:00am Nicholas Paul Conte
Thursday: 7:00am Pasquale LaRocca
8:00am Sylvia G. Bentley
Friday: 7:00am Rolando Santos Villacorta, Jr.
8:00am  Ana Maria Correa

Saturday, January 17, 2026

8:00am Frank Raspente, Jr.

6:00pm(Vigil)  Marie Garuccio Catalosi
Sunday, January 18, 2026

9:00am Ismael Diego

10:00am(It) Sibilia, Pietro & Michael Dellegrazie
11:00am Barbara Cannizzaro

1:00pm The Grisanti Family

6:00pm Mary Walsh

SICK & HOMEBOUND

If someone is homebound or in the hospital, please notify us.
Arrangements can be easily made for the Sacrament of
Anointing. Holy Communion is brought to the sick by the
Priests weekly or monthly as requested. Please let us know
your needs by calling the parish office.

Ethel Ducey, Joseph A. Pulizotto, Ellen Merli, Louis Amatrudo,
Stacey Benvenuto, Gertrude Sokolowsky, John Michael Pasquale,
Hope Vosilla, Helen Cole, Kristen Kress, Bobby Salvador,
Amanda Marchese, Thomas Marchese, Angelo Cordella,
Dominick Aiello, Juliann Bonavita, Isla Albashara, Anthony
Pelle, Christina Natale, Andrea Sinisi, Neil DeGennaro, Wesley
Devita, Tina Bini, Patricia Conway, Michael Archer.,

Tom Quercia, Linda DiSilvio, Maria Buono, George Marino,
Michael Archer, Michael Rokicki, Renee Bavero.

In your sympathy, please pray for: Maria Ballaera, Denise
Marshall, Maria Guadagno, Florence Vassallo,
Patricia A. Julian




“300 CLUB"
300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 13

Congratulations!
$100.00 Kathleen Postler #142
$25.00 William Quirk # 105
$ 25.00 Frank Donohue # 096

300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 14

$100.00 Mary Rokicki #128
$ 25.00 Frank Jerrahian #120
$ 25.00 Willie Grey #179
300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 15
$100.00 Patricia & Joseph Conway # 270

$ 25.00 Mark Cannizzaro # 026
$ 25.00 Alice Donohue # 058

300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 16

$100.00 Mary Mills & Pat Montefusco #193
$ 25.00 MaryLou Gallagher # 098
$ 25.00 Christopher Biel # 279

300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 17
$100.00 Marie Thompson # 268
$ 25.00 Kathleen Postler #142
$ 25.00 John Cody # 199

300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 18
$100.00 Michael & Maria Ugenti # 207
$ 25.00 Alice Donahue # 058

$25.00 Margaret Ann Schillaci-Colacino # 277

300 CLUB WINNERS - WEEK # 19

$100.00 Matthew Kress #223
$25.00 John & Emuily Grandinetti # 234
$25.00 Wayne Malone #248

Sr. Elena Marie, SV
Assistant, Respect Life Office
Archdiocese of New York

(646) 476-0931
archny.org/respect-life

Readings for the week of January 11, 2026

Monday: 1Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk
1:14-20

Tuesday: 1Sm 1:9-20/1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abed/Mk
1:21-28

Wednesday: 1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-
9,10/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk
1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk
2:1-12

Saturday: 1Sm 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6
-7/Mk 2:13-17

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pisano
Ms. Elena Dedis

Ms. Lourdes Valeros
Mr. & Mrs. R. Castania

Mrs. Josephine Vascellaro
Patty & Frank Mormando
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pedzich
Ms. Catherine Tedesco

Mrs. Josephine Galofaro Mr. Salvatore Mule
Mr. & Mrs. George Brim Mr. Biagio Randazzo
Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Lourentzatos Mrs. Elvira Mule

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony D’Alessandro Mr. & Mrs. Emilio Paoli
Mr. & Mrs. Batista Bonello Mr. & Mrs. Antonino Scro
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Millus Mr. & Mrs. Donato Appice
Mr. & Mrs. Steven D’Aquieno Mr. & Mrs. Philip Culotta
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kowalczuk Mr. Joseph Monchik
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Eugenio Ms. Marie Ardolino

Mr. & Mrs. Giovanni LaBarbera Ms. Josephine Navarro
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Oneto Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Coyne
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Mugavero Karfa Tallsayan

Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Lonecke Mr. Andrew Mugavero
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Espinosa Mr. & Mrs. James Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Sainato Diane A. Lucas

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Theuret Mrs. Edna Norris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lomangino Mr. & Mrs. Fred Hickman
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Gudrupis Mr. & Mrs. John Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. David Ingrassia Ms. Regina Borovick
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Fortunato Mr. & Mrs. James Munson
Mr. & Mrs. Andres Tirado Ms. Mary Secchini
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Trapp Mrs. Maureen Conmy
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Orzillo Ms. Maria Vega

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Wagner Ms. Hazel DiMartino
Mr. & Mrs. John DiMicelli Mr. Joseph Buser

Ms. Joanne Musso

/WWWM
Hower Donations that hefped

G ristmas Peason!




FRANK E. HANLEY - Founder FRANK HANLEY DILLON -Treasurer DAVID A. DILLON FRANK P. LETTERA

Llfe /s Not Ended...But M ere[y C/lanﬂed

~ Family Owned and Operated Since 1930 ~
FUNERAL HOME ( INC. 718-351-1800 = 60 NEW DORP LANE

b PROTECT YOUR WORLD
I AUTD + HOMME * LIFE « RETIREMENT Ja mes M. Glass
Q CAMERDN i H 1
. q 1000 Can @ Alstate Financial Advisor
BEDELL P1ZZ20
] FUNERAL HOME s 718.514.1445
Fasny Ownen Foee Sewvice Foserar, Hows glass_james@NLGroupmail.com

FamiLy OwWNED FuLL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME % | HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING Inc. |

Hot Water Heaters - Boilers - Furnaces - Humidifiers

Preneed funeral planning - an investment in peace of Condensing Units - Drains Cleared - Leaks Repaired
. Emergency Service 24 Hours / 7 Days A Week L
mind At-need funeral arrangement - when you need a FRANKSTUMBO  STATEN ISLAND, NY.
718-494-1616 H.L.C. # 1032001
friend. Cremation - a dignified alternative ——————— —— Equ|ty Services, Inc.

Insured .
PAuL J. P1zzo, OWNER ’C"“‘J‘"’ Zm\ 200 Schulz Drive

e L G o Dot Suite 125
7447 Amboy Rd., Staten Island, NY 10307
AIR CONDITIONING&HEATING Red Bank, NJ 0770

71 8_984_091 3 RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
347-215-4151 www.comfortzone-hvac.net F E quity Services @

: Incorporated® Y
Grand Opening THE BAGEL BOX P N/
2HOURADY ~ Bheakfast
qu 9th' 202 5 (> 7 DAYS A WEEK uclll’l»d'l .W James Glass is a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of Equity Services, Inc. Securities and
« Senior Discount Ever investment advisory services are offered solely by Equity Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, 200 Schulz Dr. Ste 125 Red Bank, NJ
4 CATER|NG ° FREE DEL|VERY 07701, (848)200-7170. Integrated Financial Concepts is Independent of Equity Services, Inc. Equity Services, Inc. is a Broker/Dealer

Thu I'quy 10% off and Registered Investment Adviser affiliate of National Life Insurance Company, Montpelier, Vermont. National Life Group is a trade

o F G deli 7 1 8' 96 6 '6 0 97 name of National Life Insurance Company (NLIC), Life Insurance Company of the Southwest, Addison, TX and their affiliates. Each
ree I'OCGI‘Y e lvery company of National Life Group is solely responsible for its own financial condition and contractual Obligations. Life Insurance

« Italian Bread 1006 Rossville Ave 5840 AMBOY RD & SEGUINE AVE Company of the Southwest is not an authorized insurer in New York and does not conduct insurance business in New York.

and Pastries
ol Staten Island, NY CENTURY 21

b o M (718) 948-8875 STANDARD REAL ES
« Fish and Meat Department - y
® Doemenick C gnchene Associate Broker New York State
* Prepared Foods
. Catering 718-757-7902 - wwwDomSold.com NOTARY PUBLIC
5488 Amboy Rd.,, Staten Island, NY - Servicing Staten Island for over 30 years! H

* Hot bar DISCOUNTED COMMISSIONS FOR FELLOW PARISHIONERS By AppOIntment

(Break./Lunch/Dinner) CALL FOR A FREE HOME ANALYSIS TODAY!

Dental Memberships

Request a Free Quote Today!
www.netWell.com

[r*— ALWAYS READY TO SERVE
BCB Ba,nk YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY

For more information reach out to Cluster Branch Manager Lana Schneider.
Phone: 718-873-1750 | Email:sschnsider@bch bank.

FOREST AVENUE NEW DORP LANE PAGE AVENUE
1500 FOREST AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND 354 NEW DORP LANE, STATEN ISLAND 240 PAGE AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND

MAKING AN IMPACT | WWW.BCB.BANK | 1.800.680.6872 | ¥ @ 3 @ FDic &
@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph - St. Thomas - St. John Neumann Parish, Staten Island, NY ~ 03-1226




== EXPERTS.!... in funeral pre-arrangement
v‘,’:é‘e"m “Staten Island’s Most Affordable Funeral Home”
At Eltingville Station = 718-356-6363 - Owned & Operated by John Vincent Scalia

Home for Funerals, Inc. www.ScaliaHome.com

JOIN SCOUTING WITH
PACK AND TROOP 4

Individual & Business Tax Services
College Planning * Accounting

Financial Literacy PLAZA Security
Complete Home Security
. 718.227.1506
Fl‘ank ] . Decandldo www.PlazaSecurity.com
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY!
CPA/CFP*/CCPS PROTECT YOUR HOME!

Certified Financial Planner™ e Certified College Planning Specialist (CCPS) Get High Quality Alarm Monitoring
YOUR PATH TO EAGLE STARTS HERE! PHONE Without Paying High Prices
g 347-838-6026 " * Burglar Alarm Systems
? 1 8 = 5 E Aﬂ = 3 ﬂ 1 2 ll.i].g. frankd@fjd cpa.com NO * Security Camera with
e - . R Viewi
TROOPA@GMAIL.COM BURGLARS  Remole Viewrno

« Card Access Systems

y - ESCAPE THE SNOW AND HIGH TAXES OF NEW YORK STATE!
/M_\ : EXPERIENCE THE SUNSHINE AND AFFORDABILITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA!

1 As a former Staten Islander, | can attest that Florida has everything you need:
| [\ | AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS - NO STATE INCOME TAX - OUTDOOR LIVING ALL YEAR ROUND * NYY SPRING TRAINING

A , f, CLOSE PROXIMITY TO STUNNING BEACHES ‘- PLUS, COUNTLESS OTHER ATTRACTIONS!
'\\ , ok r Contact me now to explore your housing options and start enjoying the benefits of affordable living and endless sunshine!
. Don't miss out on this opportunity to upgrade your lifestyle — reach out today! APRIL EMORY Realtor - 813-469-2739

g 2475500 SCARPACI

Funeral Home of Staten Island
Celebrating Over 100 Years of Community Service
Family Owned & Operated
With Five Generations of Experience / Est. 1910

Marble Niches now Available. || Give new Iiour floors PRE-ARRANGEMENT SPECIALISTS

¢ Private Family Room I
6389 AMBOY ROAD 1401 86TH STREET
* Mausoleum Crypt Space PLAZA ELECTRIC STATEN ISLAND, NY BROOKLYN, NY 11228

. COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
* In-Ground Burial Licensed Electrician In New York & New Jersey
* Veteran Section ervice | Cqll for FREE Estimates

718-227-6106
jplaza@plazaelectric.com
www.plazaelectric.com
Your Home is a Large Investment - PROTECT IT!

'__j 361 Sharrott Avenue
! (j it Staten Island NY 10309
A Jestrreciion 718-356-7738

CEMLEIERY

Premier Chapel Glass &

NOW OPEN

www.ScarpaciSI.com - ScarpaciSI@aol.com
Large Parking Facilities

Pre-Planning Means Peace of Mind.

www.CalvaryandAlliedCemeteries.com

Care-Inclusive
Pricing.
Vibrant Lifestyle.
The Heart
of Staten Island.

Dr.Vincenza Mineo, DPM - Board Certified Podiatrist
Treats foot and ankle conditions in both adults and children.
Two separate office locations:

) ) ORTHODONTIST
Piccarelli Foot and Ankle

1478 Victory BLVD; S, NY 10301 | 718-273-0123 Salvato[‘e R,

www.piccarellifootandankle.com

Indelicato, DMD
Specialist in Orthodontics
Cda/zy o atless for Children and Adults
718-967-5213
% THE BRIELLE PRACTICING IN ELDER LAw, 444 HUGUENOT AVENUE
< ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE, AAC ,,, ,H 2

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE ion of
TSP Y is MEDICAID CRISIS PLANNING FOR h—i i

HoME CARE & NURSING HOME

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY ﬁjﬁt
718.354.8646 Fax: 718.354.8647 gg

LEPORELAW.COM

ALIAN B un LEEENNANY BEARERT

HURI:HII.L PAINT\

Catering for All Occasions

DN < BARRY GOLDMAN Private Party Rooms
1S B t & Party M,
on PHYSICAL THERAPY ot s
PROUDLY SERVING STATEN ISLAND 7001 Amboy Road, S, NY 10307 Staten Island NY |718-227-0002

. 1 430 Route 9 North
Located in Tottenville Square Plaza Englishtown NJ | 732-851-6626

718-227-4400 « www.bg-pt.com
@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph - St. Thomas - St. John Neumann Parish, Staten Island, NY ~ 03-1226
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