FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
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FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parishioners,

The season of Lent leads to the Easter Season, which culminates in Pentecost Sunday, the coming of the Holy
Spirit. Peter Kreeft offers a brief philosophy of human history (The Philosophy of Jesus, 2007, pages 88-92). He points out
that the main Protagonist is the Holy Ghost Himself. Dr. Kreeft begins his reflection with the dialogue between Jesus
(blessed be His Name) and Nicodemus, one of the leading Pharisees of his time. The latter is dumbfounded after Christ
tells him that in order to enter the Kingdom of God one must be born again of water and the Spirit, which refers, of course,
to the holy Sacrament of Baptism. Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can this happen?” Jesus answered and
said to him, “You are the teacher of Israel and you do not understand this?” (John 3:9-10). Kreeft explains,

“Jesus’ reaction to Nicodemus’ utterly non-ironic surprise is ironic surprise: “‘What’s this? You are a rabbi, a
teacher of Israel, and you don’t know this? This is what all of Israel and all of Judaism is for. All the laws and the prophets,
all your scriptures, all your history, so full of prophets, providence, and miracles, all this 2,000- year-long-divine teaching
program, starting with Abraham, in fact all the covenants, starting with Adam and Noah, was for this. This is the end My
Father had in mind when He chose Israel. He chose her to be a womb within humanity for a second birth of humanity. This
was His intention from the beginning, from the Creation of the universe. This is the point of everything, of stars and
galaxies, of geological and biological evolution. The highest purpose of the material universe He created is to supply the
dust He used to form mankind from (Genesis 2:7), to be the womb for mankind’s first, physical birth. This was the womb
that He designed to give birth to women’s wombs, which in turn give birth to new men and women, new persons with
immortal souls, made in His image. That was the first point of the universe: people. Did you think God cared about gases
and galaxies? They were just the preparation, the preliminary, the placenta for people. People are the point of the universe.
The universe ‘peoples’ as a flower bush flowers.”

“And within this humanity, the point of Israel was to be a second womb, a womb within the womb of the world.
And the ultimate point and product of this chosen womb is the Messiah, and He is speaking to you at this moment face to
face. The whole meaning of Israel is Me, and you, the teacher of Israel, do not know Me. How ironic!”

“And within Israel there is a third womb, my mother. She is all Israel come to one single, sharp point, like a pen: a
young virgin kneeling at her prayers, addressed by My Angel, who breathlessly waited to see whether My chosen door into
humanity and its salvation would freely open or not. And it did. She said yes. I knew she would. I am the only man in
history who chose his own mother. So the universe was a womb for humanity, and humanity was a womb for Israel, and
Israel was a womb for Mary, and Mary was a womb for Me. Thus, Mary is the point of the universe, and I am the point of
that point.”

Dr. Kreeft continues, “At each step in this design of God, the role of the Spirit is essential. The Spirit breathed
order into chaos (Genesis 1:2) and life into man (Genesis 2:7). We are made in God’s image because we have God’s breath
(Spirit). And when we defaced the image of God in us by sin, God’s response was to send the Spirit to call up the miracle of
Israel and finally to conceive Mary in her mother Anna’s womb without Original Sin, and then to conceive Christ in Mary’s
womb without a human father. The Spirit was Christ’s food and strength and wisdom throughout His earthly life. And His
gift of His and His Father’s Spirit to us is the culminating point of His ministry (see John 16:7). The Spirit’s work is this
‘new birth’ that Jesus speaks of to Nicodemus. The Spirit fulfills David’s prophetic prayer in Psalm 51: Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.”

“Only God can create, can make something out of nothing, can bridge the infinite gap between nonbeing and
being. God creates a new human spirit (a soul) at conception every time physical love provides an open body, and He
creates a new spirit, a real human participation in His own divine life, every time spiritual love and faith provide an open
soul. The door for new natural human life (bios) to enter the world is a woman saying Yes to a man by sexual intercourse;
the door for new supernatural, eternal life (zoe) to enter the world is a soul saying Yes to God by faith, as Mary did. The
promise to her is also to us: The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow you;
therefore the holy thing that will be born of you will be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35).”

“This is the real meaning and purpose of history; this is the true ‘short history of time’: our ‘new birth’ into eternal
life, our becoming little Christs, children of God, with our divine Father’s divine nature as well as our human parents’
human nature—in a word, having two natures, human and divine, like Christ (though our divine nature is only by grace, by
adoption, and by participation). For this is any parent’s first and primary gift to the child: the very nature of the parent.
This gift is the foundation of all others: love, time, education. And that is the point of religion that Nicodemus did not
know. He knew everything except the one thing most worth knowing, the reason for everything else that has ever
happened. And that reason is sitting right in front of him. And of us.”

God bless you!
Father Eric
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Saturday, February 28, 2026 Saturday; February 28, 2026

5:00pm(Vigil) Richard Williamson 6:00pm(Vigil) Micky, Joanne, Kevin & Michael Ill Carr
Sunday, March 1, 2026 Sunday, March 1, 2026

8:00am Mary Anne Farrell 9:00am Anthony Sutter
10:00am Lee Pisano 10:00am(It) Antonio Saraniero
12Noon Clyde Mahony 11:00am Annette Purpora

WEEKDAYS 1:00pm Felisa & Ernesto Raval

Monday: 9:00am People of the Parish 4:00pm Polish Mass
Tuesday: 9:00am  Aquilino LaRocca 6:00pm Matthew Stark
Wednesday: 9:00am Marion Claro WEEKDAYS
Thursday: 9:00am  William Leonard Monday: 7:00 am Diane Paladino
Friday: 9:00am  Helen Ciccarelli 8:00am  Mariano Tartamella
Saturday, March 7, 2026 Tuesday: 7:00am  Andrea Sinisi
9:00am John J. Marcello 8:00am Zacarias Sabarre
5:00pm(Vigil) Pat Meehan Wednesday: 7:00am Claudia Barrera
Sunday, March 8, 2026 8:00am  Michael Abood

8:00am Loretta & Fred Buckley Thursday: 7:00am  Mary & Joseph Speciale

8:00am Sylvia G. Bentley

10:00am Antonio Emilio
Friday: 7:00am  Jean Marino
12Noon Raymond Coyne g 8:00am Florence Vassallo
7:00om Larry Loporcaro
@ MARRIAGE BANNS Saturday, March 7, 2026
- fi_»/")') 8:00am Aquilino & Angelina LaRocca
6:00pm(Vigil)  Salvatore Tubiolo
1% Banns Vincent Frunzi & Kristina Arcaro Sunday, March 8, 2026
1% Banns Michael Reimann & Carlyann Cogliano 9:00am Catherine, Angelina, George, Demo & James Martinos
2" Banns Matthew Martin & Caitlin Hourican 10:00am(It) Vincenzo & Bellina Demetrio
2" Banns Joseph Bellomo & Taylor Caridad 11:00am Giacinto Carbone
3" Banns Michael Russell & Monica Fondacaro 1:00pm Brian Rodrigo
2:30pm Special Needs—Anthony Triano
6:00pm Mario, Maddalena & Concetta Cirillo

MEMORIALS

Our Bread and Wine this week is offered :
At St. Thomas Church

P

%

‘ 0 .
4‘ 0 In Loving Memory of
) g Memory

Larry Loporcaro
requested by Jennie & Joe Fiechter
At St. Joseph’s Church
In Loving Memory of
Mary Anne Farrell
requested by Evelyn Howard

This weekend is an important moment for our parish and archdiocese,
as we are all called to consider contributing to the Cardinal’s Appeal.
g ;é Thank you to those who have already participated this year. If you

have not yet done so, please join your fellow parishioners in supporting

During Lent- Mass: the mission of the Church today. Together, we can reach our goal.
Every Friday at 7:00pm at St. Thomas Church. Thank you for making a difference.

Stations of the Cross:

Evel'y Fl‘iday fOllOWing the 9:00am Mass at To make a gift, scan the QR code, visit cardinalsappeal.org

St. Joseph, and St. Thomas Church at 12noon in or call 646-794-3300 today.
Italian and after the 7:00pm Mass in the evening.

Thank you for your consideration and for being loving and generous

stewards of our archdiocese and its mission. God bless.




SICK & HOMEBOUND

If someone is homebound or in the hospital, please notify
us. Arrangements can be easily made for the Sacrament
of Anointing. Holy Communion is brought to the sick by
the Priests weekly or monthly as requested. Please let us
know your needs by calling the parish office.

Ethel Ducey, Joseph A. Pulizotto, Ellen Merli, Louis Amatrudo,
Stacey Benvenuto, Gertrude Sokolowsky, John Michael Pasquale,
Hope Vosilla, Helen Cole, Kristen Kress, Isla Albashara, Anthony
Pelle, Christina Natale, Neil DeGennaro, Wesley Devita, Tina
Bini, Patricia Conway, Tom Quercia, Linda DiSilvio, George
Marino, Michael Archer, Michael Rokicki, Renee Bavero, Joseph
Mangano.

In your sympathy, please pray for: Marie Cangemi.

BAPTISM SEMINAR
SATURDAY, March 28, 2026
Immediately following the 6:00pm Mass at St.Thomas
Church there will be a meeting for expectant parents
and parents of newborn babies. Parents are expected

to be at Mass as well as the meeting. We urgeparents
to attend before the baby is born. We also urge
Godparents to participate by attending this
meeting. This is a requirement for all parents prior to
the Baptism of their child.
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The Alba House Book & Gift Store Has Moved:

St. Paul’s Books & Gifts
2246 Victory Blvd
Staten Island, New York 10314
718-761-0085
Mon-Fri -10am-5pm
Saturday —10am-4pm
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ST JOSEPH ST PATRICK ANNUAL SUPPER

Our parish will host our fourth annual St. Joseph— St.
Patrick Supper in Finn Hall. All are welcome, as we honor
Joseph, the patron saint of the universal Church, and
Patrick, the patron saint of our diocese. Irish and Italian
culture will be celebrated in food and music. The supper
takes place Saturday, March 14th from 7 PM to 9 PM. All
are welcome. Admission is $25 which includes beer and
wine. Children under 12 are free. The proceeds will go to
benefit the charitable works of our parish groups towards
the needy. Reserve seats by calling the parish office.

*Thursday, March 19th is the Feast of Saint Joseph. There will be a Solemn High
Mass at 6 PM at St. Thomas Church with the distribution of blessed bread. We will
adorn the sanctuary with lilies, the flower traditionally employed to signify the
purity and holiness of Saint Joseph. Lilies can be memorialized to honor a loved
one and to ask our Patron Saint to pray for that person. Please call the parish

office for more information.



FRANK E. HANLEY - Founder FRANK HANLEY DILLON -Treasurer DAVID A. DILLON FRANK P. LETTERA

Llfe /s Not Ended...But M ere[y C/lanﬂed

~ Family Owned and Operated Since 1930 ~
FUNERAL HOME : 718-351-1800 - 60 NEW DORP LANE

% PROTECT YOUR WORLD
‘ AUTO * HOME « LIFE * RETIREMENT

James M. Glass
Financial Advisor

718.514.1445

glass_james@NLGroupmail.com
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FUNERAL HOME
FamiLy Ownep Furr Service FUNERAL HoME
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FamiLy OWNED FuLL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME %

Hot Water Heaters - Boilers - Furnaces - Humidifiers

TODD CAMERON

T8-Z2IT000 @ A!ISt.a,Fg

Preneed funeral planning - an investment in peace of Condensing Units - Drains Cleared - Leaks Repaired
. Emergency Service 24 Hours / 7 Days A Week L

mind At-need funeral arrangement - when you need a FRANKSTUMBO  STATEN ISLAND, NY.

718-494-1616 H.I.C. # 1032001
friend. Cremation - a dignified alternative Equity Services, Inc.
Insured .
A 200 Schulz Drive
PAuL J. P1zzo, OWNER CWW Zone )
PN Suite 125

7447 Amboy Rd., Staten Island, NY 10307
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING Red Bank, NJ 0770

71 8_984_091 3 RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL —
347-215-4151 www.comfortzone-hvac.net r E quity Services f/’;;\

. Incorporated® <=
Grand Opening TEE BAGEL BOX P "/
24HOURADAY ~ Breakjast
M qy 9t h, 20 2 5 & 7 DAYS A WEEK uclll’l»d'l fpwald James Glass is a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of Equity Services, Inc. Securities and
« Senior Discount Ever investment advisory services are offered solely by Equity Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, 200 Schulz Dr. Ste 125 Red Bank, NJ
4 CATER|NG . FREE DEL|VERY 07701.(848)200-7170. Integrated Financial Concepts is Independent of Equity Services, Inc. Equity Services, Inc. is a Broker/Dealer
Thursday 10% off and Registered Investment Adviser affiliate of National Life Insurance Company, Montpelier, Vermont. National Life Group is a trade
« Free Grocery deliver 7 1 8'966'6097 name of National Life Insurance Company (NLIC), Life Insurance Company of the Southwest, Addison, TX and their affiliates. Each
y y company of National Life Group is solely responsible for its own financial condition and contractual Obligations. Life Insurance
« Italian Bread 1006 Rossville Ave 5840 AMBOY RD & SEGUINE AVE Company ofthe Southwest is not an authorized insurer in New York and does not conduct insurance business in New York.
and Pastries Staten Island, NY CENTURY 2
' 1
© Del:1 S B:kery (7]8) 948-8875 STANDARD REAL ESTATE
* Fish and Meat Department .
. Demenicl Oym‘/mnc Associate Broker New York State
* Prepared Foods <
. Catering 718-757-7902 « wwwDomSold.com NOTARY PUBLIC
5488 Amboy Rd.,, Staten Island, NY - Servicing Staten Island for over 30 years! H
* Hot bar DISCOUNTED COMMISSIONS FOR FELLOW PARISHIONERS By AppOIntment
(Break./Lunch/Dinner) Tarle Ttalians CALL FOR A FREE HOME ANALYSIS TODAY!

Dental Memberships

Request a Free Quote Today!
www.netWell.com

[r*— ALWAYS READY TO SERVE
BCB Ba,nk YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY

For mone information reach out to Cluster Branch Manager Lana Schneider.
Phone: 718-873-1750 | Email:sschneider@beb bank.

FOREST AVENUE NEW DORP LANE PAGE AVENUE
1500 FOREST AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND 354 NEW DORP LANE, STATEN ISLAND 240 PAGE AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND

MAKING AN IMPACT | WWW.BCB.BANK | 1.800.680.6872 | ¥ @ X @ Foic &
@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. Joseph - St. Thomas - St. John Neumann Parish, Staten Island, NY ~ 03-1226
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Home for Funerals, Inc.

EXPERTS.... in funeral pre-arrangement
“Staten Island’s Most Affordable Funeral Home”

John
Vincent
At Eltingville Station = 718-356-6363 - Owned & Operated by John Vincent Scalia

www.ScaliaHome.com

JOIN SCOUTING WITH
PACK AND TROOP 4

YOUR PATH TO EAGLE STARTS HERE!

718-564-3012
TROOPA@GMAIL.COM

Individual & Business Tax Services
College Planning * Accounting
Financial Literacy

Frank J. DeCandido
CPA/CFP”/CCPS

Certified Financial Planner™ e Certified College Planning Specialist (CCPS)

PHONE

347-838-6026
frankd @fjd-cpa.com

PLAZA Security
Complete Home Security
718.227.1506
www.PlazaSecurity.com

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY!
PROTECT YOUR HOME!
Get High Quality Alarm Monitoring
Without Paying High Prices
* Burglar Alarm Systems
NO  Security Camera with

BURGLARS Remote Viewing
« Card Access Systems

ESCAPE THE SNOW AND HIGH TAXES OF NEW YORK STATE!
EXPERIENCE THE SUNSHINE AND AFFORDABILITY OF TAMPA, FLORIDA!

I Y As a former Staten Islander, | can attest that Florida has everything you need:
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS - NO STATE INCOME TAX - OUTDOOR LIVING ALL YEAR ROUND * NYY SPRING TRAINING
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO STUNNING BEACHES ‘- PLUS, COUNTLESS OTHER ATTRACTIONS!
Contact me now to explore your housing options and start enjoying the benefits of affordable living and endless sunshine!

Don't miss out on this opportunity to upgrade your lifestyle — reach out today! APRIL EMORY Realtor - 813-469-2739

361 Sharrott Avenue

Staten Island NY 10309
718-356-7738
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CEMETERY

Premier Chapel Glass &
Marble Niches now Available.
¢ Private Family Room

T

* Mausoleum Crypt Space
¢ In-Ground Burial

* Veteran Section

Pre-Planning Means Peace of Mind.

www.CalvaryandAlliedCemeteries.com

(646)
241-9809

llualinTFIonrs

SCARPACIT

Funeral Home of Staten Island

> \ Celebrating Over 100 Years of Community Service
I v Family Owned & Operated

i , )
Give new life to your ﬂg}qr |

6389 AMBOY ROAD

PLAZA ELECTRIC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Licensed Electrician In New York & New Jersey

2 Call for FREE Estimates

718-227-6106

jplaza@plazaelectric.com
www.plazaelectric.com
Your Home is a Large Investment - PROTECT IT!

N

www.ScarpaciSIl.com - ScarpaciSI@aol.com
Large Parking Facilities

With Five Generations of Experience / Est. 1910
PRE-ARRANGEMENT SPECIALISTS

1401 86 TH STREET
BROOKLYN, NY 11228
y o
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Care-Inclusive
Pricing.
Vibrant Lifestyle.
The Heart

of Staten Island.

929-200-3143
TheBrielle.com

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
Mg by € Lt Gre Sarvies: 3 6. €@

LS
URCHILL PAlNT\

<
o
L 13

PROUDLY SERVING STATEN ISLAND

Dr.Vincenza Mineo, DPM - Board Certified Podiatrist
Treats foot and ankle conditions in both adults and children.
Two separate office locations:

Piccarelli Foot and Ankle
1478 Victory BLVD; SI, NY 10301 | 718-273-0123
www.piccarellifootandankle.com

Cda'/zy/ CHllattess

PRACTICING IN ELDER LAw,
ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE,
MEDICAID CRisIS PLANNING FOR
HomEe CARE & NURSING HOME

THE LAW OFFICES
or

Eauio g) E@ orne
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885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY
718.354.8646 Fax: 718.354.8647

LEPORELAW.COM

Find our work on [} (@) Google

BARRY GOLDMAN
PHYSICAL THERAPY
7001 Amboy Road, SI, NY 10307

Located in Tottenville Square Plaza

718-227-4400 « www.bg-pt.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 © www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph - St. Thomas - St. John Neumann Parish, Staten Island, NY

Salvatore R.
Indelicato, DMD

Specialist in Orthodontics
for Children and Adults

718-967-5213

444 HUGUENOT AVENUE
Xm;rican

ember
m
b

Association of
» Orthodontists

ITALIAN KITCHEN - LEGENDARY DESSERTS

v

Catering for All Occasions
Private Party Rooms
Bereavement & Party Menus

4864 Arthur Kill Road
Staten Island NY | 718-227-0002

430 Route 9 North
Englishtown NJ |732-851-6626

03-1226




