
"Welcoming, charitable, and empowered

to live the Gospel"

Our Mother of Good Counsel,

located in Bryn Mawr, PA,

just 20 minutes west of Philadelphia,

welcomes all!

Jim’s Diaconate Ordination

Dear Friends,

Let me tell you about my friend, Deacon Jim Cowan. Seven years ago when I was assigned to our Lady of Good

Counsel Parish in Staten Island, Jim was the president of the Parish Council. He worked for nearly 4 decades for

a top risk management / reinsurance company in Manhattan. He has always been very active in Catholic

activities in the parish and in the broader Staten Island community. Jim and his wife, Pat, have been married for

43 years. Their children Jennifer, Allison and James, and five grandchildren live on Staten Island where the

Cowans have been parishioners of OLGC for over 20 years. 

For a long time, Jim thought he might have a vocation to the permanent diaconate, but could

not act on it because his job involved fairly frequent travel to visit clients in Japan. Then, just

over 5 years ago upon his retirement, Jim began his journey toward the diaconate. During these

years, it was my privilege to serve as his mentor. I invited him to take on more responsibility in

the liturgical and sacramental life of our parish. Jim began instructing parents and godparents in

preparation for Baptism. He became coordinator of the altar server ministry. Jim also took

leadership responsibility for the regional Catholic schools board, and for the local cluster of

parishes going through the process of strategic pastoral planning. We often discussed the

classes that he was taking twice a week at St. Joseph Seminary in Yonkers and reviewed his

term papers together.

Then on Saturday, this past June 18, Cardinal Dolan ordained him and 11 other men to the permanent diaconate

at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan. It was a joy for me to participate in this ceremony, and to be the priest

who vested Jim with deacon’s stole and dalmatic after the cardinal laid his hands on his head and ordained him. 

Cardinal Dolan, in his homily during that Mass, told us that he was ordaining these 12 men as

deacons not because they were intelligent or holy or hard working (though he assumed and

prayed that they are those thing) - but that he was ordaining them because of the tremendous

love that Jesus has for His Church.

It is because of the great love that Jesus has for Jim and for those other 11 men, and because

of the great love that Jesus has for all of us - his church - that he gave them the call. The call

to consecrated service.

The next morning at OLGC was Jim’s Diaconal Mass of Thanksgiving – his first Mass where he could proclaim

the Gospel and do the other duties of a deacon.  Bishop John O’Hara, the regional bishop, presided and I

preached.  In my homily I praised the people of OLGC: 
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“I commend you, the people of OLGC, because within one year you have produced two ordinations.

 Father Joe Murray was ordained on this date last year.  And now yesterday, Jim Cowan.

Praying for vocations is very important, but vocations like Joe Murray Jim Cowan don’t come from

nothing – they come from a community of faith and love, like this parish.

If you identify a young man you think might make a good priest or a good deacon or a good friar, or a

young woman you think might be called to consecrated religious life, pray for them and then speak to

them – encourage them to think about it and pray about it if they have not already – and then continue

to pray for them.”

Just today I was very happy to find out that another OLGC young man, Kevin, a 2017 high school graduate will in

August begin training for the priesthood at Saint John Paul II Seminary in Washington, DC for the Archdiocese of

New York. 

Every Catholic and every parish needs to pray for vocations.  But that’s not all.  Every parish needs to become a

community that nurtures vocations as well.  As I mentioned in my homily above to the people of my former parish

in Staten Island, all of us need identify and to “draw out” those vocations. And to pray for them.  Let us here at

OMGC in Bryn Mawr become that kind of nurturing community as well.   

Peace,

Father Liam

PS, for photos of Jim’s Deaconate Ordination and Mass of Thanksgiving, click here:

http://olgcsi.org/photoalbums/deacon-jim-cowans-ordination

Mass Intentions for 2018

The Mass intention book for 2018 will open on Tuesday, August 1, 2017.

As in the past, each parishioner may request intentions for up to four (4) Sunday Masses per year.  Likewise, in

order to ensure fairness for persons at the back of the line, each parishioner may request intentions for up to

twelve (12) weekday Masses at this time. Then on Tuesday, August 22 after everyone has had a chance to make

their requests, all parishioners who have already secured 12 weekday Mass intentions will be free to request as

many as they need.

Thank you very much for your understanding.

Peace,

Fr. Liam

Morning Prayer at OMGC

Here at Our Mother of Good Counsel, each Monday through Saturday morning, we celebrate Morning Prayer in

common following the 8:00am Mass. Everyone is invited (around 8:30am) to join us in the daily chapel for this

beautiful way to begin the day!

Parish Reminders

Food Allergies

Please do not bring food that contains peanuts, nuts, peanut products or nut products inside the church.

Someone sitting near you may have a serious allergy. Thank you for honoring this request.

Is your contact information registered with OMGC?

Do we have your correct email address?. You could be missing out on important parish announcements. You can

register or update your family’s email address, cell phone numbers, street address and other contact information

by completing this online form.
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