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GRACELYN’S CHRONICLES

Family visits 26 bakeries in quest for the best

ClaireM. Regan For the Staten Island Advance

Shemay only be 13, butMakaylee Barbara already has the futuremapped out.
The eighth-grader at Our Lady of Good Counsel School who loves history and excels at

soccer, dramaanddebate plans to becomeanattorney.And she’s narroweddownher choice
for high school to Staten Island Tech inNewDorp or Xaverian in Brooklyn.

She also won scholarships to Notre Dame inManhattan and St. JosephHill in Arrochar,
making the decision especially difficult.

“I went to all the open houses because I wanted to keep my options open,” explains the
articulate teen. “I took a lot of notes, I asked a lot of questions, and I shadowed.”

As they prepare to graduate on June 8,many ofMakaylee’s 33 classmates at Good Coun-
sel have been facedwith the same good problemofmultiple scholarship offers.

Their Tompkinsville school, a North Shore centerpiece formore than a century, is thriv-
ingwith a healthy enrollment of 320, strong academics and a clearmission of instilling the
virtues of faith, hope and love in every child.

STEEPED IN HISTORY
Established in the Augustinian tradition, Our Lady of Good Counsel parish and school

have gone through sweeping changes over the decades.
AugustinianAcademyhad its beginnings on the property before itmoved acrossGrymes

Hill and educated youngmen through 1969.
The original GoodCounsel church,which opened in 1898, is visible onAustin Place. That

space now serves as the school gymnasium. The current parish church, amodern structure
facing Victory Boulevard, is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.

There are reminders of the original church throughout the school building,most notably
a series of exquisite stained glass panels hanging in a sunlit hallway.

SPOTLIGHT ON SCHOOLS

At Good Counsel, scholarship
and faith go hand-in-hand

Taking a break during art class at Our Lady of GoodCounsel School in Tompkinsville are seventh-graders Daniel Hyland andAndrewBlois, in back, andRyan Friar, Thomas Fitzgibbons and
JackMcGinley, in front. Photos by Claire Regan, for the Staten Island Advance

Vibrant stained glasswindowshang in the hallway at Our
Lady of GoodCounsel School.SEE COUNSEL, A18

Dr.GracelynSantos
gsantos@siadvance.com

Every year on March 19,
Italian-American Catholic

revelers celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph, the
spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the fos-
ter-father of Jesus, and the patron saint of
Sicily.

For Joe and Tricia Laino of Annadale and
Brenda and Steve Laino of Westerleigh, not
only is it a day to celebrate with loved ones’
traditional St. Joseph Italian dishes, but it is
when they hold their “quest for the best St.
Joseph Italian pastry” taste-off.

This year, the La inos v isited a
record-breaking 26 bakeries in Staten Island,
Brooklyn, and New Jersey for their annual
Italian pastry taste-off, held at Jimmy Max
Restaurant,Westerleigh.

“It could easily have beenmore, but some
bakeries were closed today, because it is a
Monday, whenmany restaurants and baker-

ies are closed,” said Joe.
For the Laino family, St. Joseph’s Day is

usually a celebration of the five Laino broth-
ers who all had Joseph as their first or mid-
dle name. It also became a day to celebrate

the arrival of the first child of Joe’s brother
Steve and his wife, Brenda. The pair’s
adopted daughter, Arielle Laino, arrived on
March 19, 2012.

Joe was asked to be Arielle’s godfather
when shewas baptized.

“Brenda and Steve have always celebrated
with me so this made it a double celebra-
tion,” said Joe.

“St. Joseph’sDay is also a bond I havewith
my beautiful godchild,” said Joe. “From
there it has basicallymorphed into a big dou-
ble celebration.”

Brenda and Steve have hosted the St.
Joseph party for the past six years in their
home. “But we felt it would be easier to have
it out,” said Joe.

“Jimmy McBratney and Brenda are good
friends, so we decided to have it at Jimmy
Max.”

The Staten Island bakeries represented at
the Lainos’ St. Joseph Feast were: Belli Baci,
Top Tomato, La Bella, La Dolce, Montalba-

no’s of Rosebank, Annadale Bakery, Ami-
ci’s of Staten Island, Holterman’s, Novelli’s,
Domenick’s, Royal Crown, Buono, Rispoli,
Piece of Cake, Little Italy Gourmet, Moret-
ti’s, Alfonso’s, Renato’s, Enzo & Tino’s and
ShopRite.

In Brooklyn, the following bakeries were
represented: VillaAbate, Leske’s, Paneantico
& JeanDanet Pastry Cafe.

Finally, in New Jersey: DelPonte’s Bakery
in Bradley Beach & Amici’s of Monroe, New
Jersey, and others, totaling 26 bakeries.

“Growing up in a Italian-Catholic fam-
ily St. Joseph’s Day was always celebrated
with the tradition of the pastries,” said Joe.
“Our family holidays and gatherings always
consisted of food. Lots of food. It was what
always left an impression onme.

“My father’smotherwas right off the boat.
She took great pride in her cooking and great
pleasure in serving her family her amazing
meals. Every time we went there to eat it

Joe Laino takes the first bite of a pastry at his
2018 St. Joseph’s Day celebration.

SEE BAKERIES, A18
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BeatriceVictor
For the Staten Island Advance

I cannot remember exactly
when I walked into the office

of then Staten Island Advance editor Les
Trautman to suggest that I write a column
about families growing older; problems and
pleasures; needs that arise and where to get
help; conflicts and solutions (sometimes).

He liked the idea; thus, As We Are was
born.

And now, more than 25 years later, it is
time to say goodbye.

During thepast years andevennow,while
wars are being waged in so many places on
this earth we occupy, and our radios and
television bombard uswith the cruelty asso-
ciated with these horrors, there are people
who do not give up, who continue in their
efforts to help those who need it, work to
improve housing, and support and train

those who can be educated.
I havehad the good fortune to havemet so

many wonderful people who have given me
helpful information that I was able to pass
on to others.

People like Carol Dunn, who was so
knowledgeable and helpful in her role
within the Inter-Agency Council, and Rev.
Terry Troia, who has the biggest of hearts.

I’ve heard from various wonderful heads
of the many rehabilitation centers for the
young and the older, and fine agencies who
serve so many concerned and worried par-
ents of handicapped children and depen-
dent older folks.

There are some who have thanked me for
sharing. I cannot tell youhow satisfying that
has been!

If I have been helpful via these columns, I
am grateful. So thank you readers!

Thank you, Staten Island Advance! And
goodbye!

ASWE ARE

It’s time to say goodbye

Perhaps the most pro-
found change at Good Coun-
sel occurred in July 2016
when, after 118 years, the
parish lost its Augustinian
identity. Citing dwindling
ranks of friars and a dearth
of vocations, the Order of St.
Augustine withdrew, and
the parish and school are
now administered by the
Archdiocese of New York.

Principal Hynes says
the transition has been
seamless, and Good Coun-
sel’s new pastor, the Rev.
AmbroseMadu, is a frequent
visitor to the school. “Father
Ambrose is very involved
and supportive,” she says.
“The children have taken to
him.”

WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE
A lifelong Staten Islander,

Hynes grew up in Bulls
Head and attended St. Adal-
bert School in Elm Park.
She graduated from Notre
Dame Academy High School
in 1987 and earned a bache-
lor’s degree in English with
a minor in education from
Fairfield (Conn.) University
in 1991. She taught part-time
at the former Francis School
inEltingvillewhile pursuing
a master’s degree in English
and education at New York
University, and later com-
pleted the School Building
Leadership program at St.
John’s University, Grymes
Hill. Hynes taught briefly
in Rockland County before
joining the English Depart-
ment at Monsignor Farrell
High School, Oakwood, in
2003 – first as a teacher and
later as department chair.

She appreciates the expe-
rience she gained during
a dozen years at Farrell.
“There was the challenge of
being very well prepared”
for high-caliber classes,
she recalls, and the plea-
sure of working with Monsi-
gnor Edmund Whalen, Far-
rell principal. She marveled
at how the monsignor knew
the names of all students
andvowed to accomplish the
same if she got the opportu-
nity to lead a school.

Hynes is proud of the
drama program she started

when she was named Good
Counsel principal three
years ago. Students are
busy rehearsing for “Shrek
Junior,” to be presented
on June 15-16. “I wanted
there to be an outlet for kids
who are not athletes,” she
explains. “To see shy kids
get on that stage and sing —
it takes your breath away. “

T h e k i n d e r g a r -
ten-to-grade-8 program is
run by Nicole Hermansen
and Fiona Gannon, founders
of Standing Ovation Play-
ers. After-school activities at
Good Counsel also include
Lego robotics, a book club,
Bible journaling and ScouS.

TRADITIONAL APPROACH
Students and faculty

agree that a strong sense
of family is front and cen-
ter at Good Counsel School.
“Teachers get to know you
as a person, not just as a
student,” eighth-grader
Makaylee Barbara says.

Grandparents Day, an
April tradition at the school,
draws close to 400 guests for
brunch, Mass and a concert.

The Class of 2018 will be
celebrated at the annual
spring luncheon on April 22,
and again at a post-gradua-
tion party on June 9.

A father’s club chaired by
Robert Kasegrande andRob-
ert Castelli hosts a golf out-
ing in May and a gala dinner
in November, and an alumni
association is in formation,
led by Tim Hicks ‘92. “We’re
very old-school in many
ways. There’s a lot of tradi-
tion here,” Hynes explains.
“That’s what’s great about
a Catholic school educa-
tion — the orderliness of it.
Children need order and
do much better when they
know what to expect and
what’s expected of them.”

She laments families she
sees sitting in silence at
restaurants as children text
on their iPhones. “Technol-
ogy is wonderful, but we
must balance it.Wewant the
children to socialize with
each other, with us. We want
them to be able to make a
point and be clear. When
students leave Good Coun-
sel, they feel secure in tech-
nology. But they also feel
confident and secure using
their own voice.”

COUNSEL
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FionaGannon of StandingOvation Players, center, joins the studentswhowill play tap-dancing rats in “Shrek Junior.”
Photos by Claire Regan for the Staten Island Advance

Nico Puccio andCarolineKasegrande are fourth-graders at
Our Lady of GoodCounsel School.

EvaMyssura and Stella Cavallo are all smiles as they read a
book together in class.

Salvatore Ragucci, Aidan Finn andGianna Iacono are kinder-
garten friends.

Principal TaraHynes is joined in her office byMackenzie
Schaming, left, andher sister, Erin.

was a feast. Needless to say
I came from a family of big
eaters.”

When it comes to St.
Joseph’s Day, Joe has always
celebrated with family —
and pastries.

“There were my couple
of go-to bakeries that I tra-
ditionally went to, but as I
would talk to other friends
and family they would say
did you try this place or try
that place, they have excel-
lent St. Josephpastries,” said
Joe.

“They knew how much I
enjoyed it. So here or there
I kept adding bakeries each
year in what I called ‘The
Quest for the Best’ and this
year we ended up with 26.”

Joe is affect ionately
known to his family and
friends as the guy who
enjoys good food. “When I
cook or go outwith someone,

the table has to be filled with
food,” Joe said. “It’s a tradi-
tion I’ve basically carried on.
Mymotto is always ‘Go big or
go home!”’

BAKERIES
FROM A13

Some of the pastries from26 different bakeries are displayed
at the Laino family’s St. JosephDay celebration. Dr. Gracelyn
Santos, Staten Island Advance
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ISS Integrity
Senior Services

When Life Changes, We Can Help

www.integrityseniorservices.com

Depression & Anxiety
Loss & Grief

Alzheimer’s Disease
Caregiver Stress
Hoarding

718-494-2858

SILVER LAKE
SPECIALIZED
CARE CENTER

A Leader In Sub-Acute,
Rehibilitation & Long Term Care

275 CASTLETON AVE.,
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10301
718-447-7800

Come See What A Difference
Our Care Makes!
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ESTATES • TRUSTS • ELDER LAW

WILLS $75WILLS $75

718.273.3100

NICHOLAS T. MONTALTO
ATTORNEY & CPA - 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

www.montaltolaw.com
888 Forest Avenue, Staten Island


