CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA

OF THE INFANT JESUS
ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL

ST. TERESA CHURCH / RECTORY
1634 Victory Boulevard
Castleton Corners

Staten Island, NY 10314

PHONE 718 442 5412
EMAIL rectory@stteresasi.org
WEBSITE www.saintteresasi.org

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00am to
4:30pm

LOYAL PARISHIONERS ARE APPRECIATED,
AND NEW PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME.

PLEASE REGISTER SO THAT WE CAN
SERVE YOU AND KEEP IN TOUCH.

SUNDAY MASSES
SATURDAY 4:00PM
SUNDAY 7:30AM, 9:00AM,
10:30AM, 12:30PM, 5:00PM

ALL THESE MASSES ARE IN ST. TERESA
CHURCH ON VICTORY BLVD., EXCEPT THE
9AM MASS WHICH IS IN ST. NICHOLAS
CHAPEL, ON NORTHERN BLVD. AT LA BAU
AVE., ONE BLOCK IN FROM VICTORY BLVD

WEEKDAY MASSES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 8:30AM
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 12 Noon

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS, NOON TO 1:00PM

SACRAMENTS

RELIGION/ SCHOOL

BAPTISMS

Designated Sundays at 1:30
Please call the rectory to
check dates and to meet with
a priest or deacon.

CONFESSIONS
Every Saturday, Noon to 1pm,
in confessionals in church

WEDDINGS

Please call and speak to a
priest to begin planning your
wedding

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Anytime

NOVENA SERVICES
Mondays after 8:30 Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
First Fridays after Noon Mass

until Benediction at 3PM

St. Teresa Religious

Education Program for public
school students begins with first
grade and leads to sacraments of
Reconciliation, Holy Communion,
and Confirmation. Students are
taught on Tuesdays 4pm to 5:30.
Call 718 981-2632 or email
ccd@saintteresasi.org.

ST. TERESA — ST. RITA
STREAM ACADEMY for 3k to
8th grade offers a sound
education in the Catholic faith.
Students take part in a rigorous
instructional program that
challenges them in a STREAM-
supported atmosphere—science,
technology, religion, engineering,
art, mathematics. Our ultimate
goal is to provide students with
the skills to be productive
members of the church and
positive members of society.
Please call the office at 718 448
9650 or visit
stsrstreamacademy.com.




2 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU!

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

4:00PM For the People of Our Parish
7:30AM For the People of Our Parish
9:00AM Barbara Ann Chicola
10:30AM Mark Kennedy

12:30PM Giula Racco

5:00PM Michele and Antonia Gaglio

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9

4:00PM Gloria Marino

7:30AM Emanuel Amatrudo

9:00AM For the People of Our Parish
10:30AM Patrick Glynn

12:30PMPaul Gaglio

5:00PM Arielle Newman

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION HOLYDAY
8:30AM Suja Perera (Thanksgiving)

12NOON Bryan Fitzpatrick

7:30 For The People of our Parish

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

8:30AM Wade Saadi
12NOON Robert Sheldon

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12

8:30AM Francis Napolitano
12NOON Al and Rita Zucal

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

8:30AM Ana Sofia Chamorre (Healing)

12NOON Aniello Manfredi, Rev. Salva-
tore Pierro and Rev. Giuseppe
Manfredi

8:30AM Mary L. Granello

12NOON Arelis Troncoso, Sgt. Ivan
Rodriguez, Manuel Rodriquez and
Bernard Avitabile

8:30AM Bertha Wagenstein

MSGR. WILLIAM BELFORD
Pastor

FATHER JOHN KALLATTIL, VC
Parochial Vicar

FATHER STEVEN CHALLMAN
Sunday Associate

DEACON JONATHAN REYES
Deacon

MRS. NICOLE C. FRESCA
St. Teresa-St. Rita Principal

MRS. LISA RAMETTA
Religious Education Coordinator

MRS. LISA NAUGHTON
Parish Manager

MR. EDWARD MORAND
Director of Music

Your prayers are requested for all who are sick in our parish and community, especially:
Grace Agalo-os, Bethany Armstrong, Bernadette, Karen Bertuzzi, Michael Borik,
Vincent Borzumato, Rosemary Callenberg, Eileen Carroll, Libby Cugini, Carina
DeGiulio, Kevin Dunne, Patricia Dunne, Joanie Edwards, Augustine Ferrer, Mark &
Arlene Fileccia, Michael G., Josephine Greco, Edward Gross, Elaine Guarlino, Ricky
Gundacker, David Hall, Barbara Harris, Vincent Hicks, Barbara Hicks, Buddy Jarrel,
Pat Jarrell, Jennifer Johnson, Fred Kabat, Donnalyn Lawton, Catherine Leone, Edward
Lewis, Josephine Linton, Lomando, Linda Mahoney, Paul Mahoney, Janet Massa,
Judy C. Mc., Marie McMillen, Christine Momole Susan Morris, Josephine Nastasi,
Joseph Pastore, Ryan Pizzaro, Joanny Pizzuti, Sal Prestigiacomo, Gerry Pye, Edwin
Rodriguez, Marty Rose, Ronald Rothmund, Jerry Scattaglia, Cheryl Spinelli, David
Valle, Tita Valonzo, Michael Walsh, Jerry Yannaci Sr.,

Pray for Our Parishioners in the Military

Sergeant Michael R. Mazzuki, Jr. U.S. Army, Fort Stewart, GA

Staff Sergeant Connor M. O’Brien, U.S. Marine Corp., Camp Lejeune, NC

NEXT SUNDAY'S SCHEDULE OF MASSES FOR PRIESTS
Monsignor Belford 4pm, 9am, 10:30pm
Father Kallattil 7:30am, 12:30pm, Clove Lakes Home
Father Challman 5pm
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PASTOR’S LETTER FOR DECEMBER 7, 2025 | 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 3

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Teresa Church,

Please join us tomorrow—Monday December 8—as we celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. This is a holyday of obligation for all who can come. We have Masses at 8:30am, 12 Noon, 7:30pm.
And say this prayer: O MARY CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN, PRAY FOR US WHO HAVE RECOURSE TO THEE.

Fifty beautiful high quality Christmas trees have arrived and been placed by the great men of our parish’s
HOLY NAME SOCIETY. Next Saturday evening December 13, after the 4pm Mass, we will have our Tree Lighting
ceremony with white lights, donor’s name placards, and family decorations. Everyone is invited to this festive
ceremony and for our famous hot cocoa. Our thanks to all who donated two hundred dollars for a tree.

This Christmas display is a sign of our faith, and something that can lift people’s spirits as they go by our
strategic corner at Victory and Slosson. Our annual Christmas display of faith and family helps ourselves and
our neighbors to think about Christ Mass Day, and prepare to welcome Jesus and make this a holy season.

This has already been a busy time of the year. We had good attendance for Mass on Thanksgiving at 9am.
I shared some geographical reasons for us to thank God for what our country has, but may take for granted.

| have been reading a very interesing book called PRISONERS OF GEOGRAPHY. Subtitle is: TEN MAPS
THAT EXPLAIN EVERYTHING ABOUT THE WORLD. The publisher is Scribner; the author is Tim Marshall, a
reporter with thirty years experience in more than forty countries. A review from Newsweek magazine says:
“Shows how geography shapes not just history but destiny.”

The publisher’s cover notes addresses geopolitics: “All leaders of nations are constrained by geography.
Their choices are limited by mountains, rivers, seas, and concrete. In this book the author examines Russia,
China, the United States, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa, Western Europe, India and Pakistan, Korea
and Japan, Latin America, even Greenland and the Arctic—their climates, seas, mountains, rivers, deserts
and borders— to provide a context often missing from political reportage.”

In ten up-to-date maps Marshall explains the geopolitical strategies of these key parts of the globe, and
answers questions like: Why will America never be invaded? Why must Russia have a navy even with ports
frozen six months a year? How is China’s future curbed by its geography? Why will Europe never be united?

The chapter on the United States says that if you won the lottery and wanted to buy a country, the first one

your real state agent would show you would be the United States of America. And then he presents totally per-
suasive reasons why, including the history of events such as the defeat of the British in our Revolutionary War,

the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 that doubled the size of the United States, and gave us New Orleans and
mastery of the greatest inland water transport route in the entire world. And then about the Transcontinental
Treaty of 1819 with Spain that gave us Florida—and a definite boundary line all the way to the Pacific Ocean.

No matter where people live, it is very appropriate for this season to read DILEXI TE—the first document of
the papacy of Pope Leo XIV. He issues a call to all Christians to reinforce our commitment to walk in the foot-
steps of Christ. Jesus took on the poverty of everyone’s human condition—no matter where or when we live.
To follow Him, we should walk in the footsteps of countless men and women throughout the history of the
Church who have expressed their love for God through generosity and service to their neighbors: by caring for
the sick, by educating, by healing, by clothing, by accompanying those who are least among us.

In his letter the Pope reminds all Christians, “The same Jesus who tells us, ‘The poor you will always have
with you’ (Mt 26:11), also promises the disciples: ‘I am with you always’ (Mt 28:20). Likewise, he says: ‘Just as
you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me’ (Mt 25:40). This is not a
matter of mere human kindness but a revelation: contact with those who are lowly and powerless is a
fundamental way of encountering the Lord of history. In the poor, Jesus continues to speak to us” (Dilexi Te,
5).

Dilexi Te is an eloquent reminder that no matter where we live, our love for God and our deepest convictions
need to be expressed in action. Your donations to our Church at Christmas helps us to “break down barriers,
bring close those who were distant, unite strangers, reconcile enemies. Love for Jesus and one another spans
chasms that are humanly impossible to bridge” (Dilexi Te, 120).

Msgr. William Belford
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. Our Masses for the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary will be as follows: Monday 8:30am,
12 Noon, afternoon Mass just for our St. Teresa-St. Rita
Academy students, and another Mass at 7:30pm.

TODAY IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

Your freewill contribution after Mass today will
help provide food to more than 65 local families
and individuals who need help to ensure that
they and their children have enough to eat during
this month. After today donations marked FOOD
PANTRY can be mailed or left at the rectory.

We have a lovely St. Teresa tradition of parishioners
donating for the Christmas Flowers that will decorate
our Church and Chapel. Christmas Flower Memorial
Envelopes are available now. The suggested flower
offering is $20. Donors’ names will be displayed during
Christmastime on a poster in church and chapel. To
have the poster list made on time, we need your name
and offering by Monday morning, December 15.

Value of The Month Students:
“Charity”

May Fattorusso Marcus Laricos
Carlo Maiorana Isabella Leuschner
Giovanni Mucci  Angelina Parella

Nicolas Duran  Sienna Palmer
Madison Shearin Joseph Russo
Presley Plachinski Vincent DeBiase
Jake LoPinto Josephine Sposito
Emilia Thomas Anthony Soland
Maria DeForest  Francesco Ferrante

St. Teresa - St. Rita
STREAM Academy

Thank you for your faithful weekly donations to God
for our Parish Support.

‘WeShare online amount was $2,229. Parishioners brought
envelopes to Mass with contributions of $8,415.

A PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK

For those who struggle with depression or isolation,
who need a smile or a greeting, or a prayer, or an
invitation to come to Mass with you next Sunday,
or on Christmas, let us pray to the Lord...

PRAY and ASK FOR GOVERNOR”S VETO

The New York Alliance Against Assisted Suicide (NYAAAS) is ask-
ing us to keep on peacefully and respectfully urging Gov. Kathy
Hochul to veto Bill S.138-Hoylman-Sigal/A.136-Paulin, the assisted
suicide bill, if you share our Catholic Church’s strong opposition to
this dangerous legislation.

As many New Yorkers know, the assisted suicide bill passed both
houses of the New York State Legislature earlier this year despite
strong, principled bipartisan opposition. Now, the battle against
assisted suicide has shifted to the Governor’s office. At this writing,
the assisted suicide bill has not yet been forwarded to Gov. Hochul
for consideration. To the best of our knowledge, it appears that the
Governor has not yet made up her mind on this issue.

Advocates of doctor-assisted death have been doing their best
to draw attention to their destructive bill and to pressure Gov.
Hochul to sign it. It is important for the Governor and her staff to
see and hear from New Yorkers who strongly oppose assisted sui-
cide.

You can write to the Governor at :
Governor Hochul's New York City Office
919 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10022

RECONCILIATION MONDAY DEC. 15

Advent is the beginning of a new year of grace, and
time to remind everyone that we offer the Sacrament
of Reconciliation every Saturday from 12noon to 1pm
in church. Prepare for Christmas and a worthy
reception of Holy Communion. We will also have
chance for confessions on RECONCILATION
MONDAY - December 15, between 2-4 and 6-8.

For those who want to plan ahead: Christmas Eve
Masses will be on December 24 at 4pm in St. Teresa
Church and also at 4pm in St. Nicholas Chapel. There
will be a Christmas Eve Mass at 9pm in our church
with Choir Concert before. Then on Christmas Day:
Masses will be at 7:30am in Church, 9am in St.
Nicholas Chapel, 10:30am in Church, and 12:30pm in
Church. Those are the Masses we wlll have on
Christmas Day. FYl—for people who want to go later
on Christmas Day itself, Saint Christopher Parish in
Grant City plans to have a Mass at 6pm.

CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA OF THE INFANT JESUS AND ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL | STATEN ISLAND, NY
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Foin FACK 37

BREAJEFAST
SANTA

SPREAD THE JOY OF THE HOLIDAYS !

SUNDAY. DECEMBER 07, 2025

8:00AM-1:00PM

Adults $15, Kids $10, under 4 Free

TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED
AT THE DOOR

TICKET INCLUDES:
ALL YOU CARE TO EAT PANCAKES, EGGS,
BACON, SAUSAGE, COFFEE, TEA AND
HOT CHOCOLATE

St. Teresa of the Infant Jesus
Conran Hall Gym
1634 Victory Blvd, Staten Island N.Y 10314
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Pricing on
l.

Care-Inclusive

Staten Island

929-200-3143
TheBrielle.com

THE BRIELLE

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

C@z% CHllattess

PrACTICING IN ELDER LAw,
ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE,
S MEDICAID CRISIS PLANNING FOR

HoME CARE & NURSING HOME

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY
718.354.8646 Fax: 718.354.8647

LEPORELAW.COM

FULL SERVICE BUTCHER & FISH DEPT.

Finest Prociutto Di Parma Boars Head Cold Cuts Reg Loaf of Italian Bread

*Cannot be combined

Qqurmzt Qhﬁesles DeIiciouderesl}MozzareIIa T ———
Pamnr: :an wic &P atters Hog]lema e Ita |andEntrees PASTOSA RAVIOLI
Fresh Sausage & Meats uten Free Products 764 Forest Ave,
CATERING - REPAST LUNCHES - GIFT BASKETS Staten Island, NY 10310
VISIT: WBPASTOSA.COM  ‘tooommimmmmememem

TO RECEIVE

10% OFF

YOUR NEXT

> OCCASION
CAKE!

1899 Victory Blvd.
Staten Island, New York 10314
*Coupon only valid for one time use
Victory Blvd location only.

a4
R AVI O LI i"ﬁj\'s'fdgj\' I_fl_\i\ilil:Y“} INDOOR P'I.AYGHOUND
- ! DINNER SPECIAL !
oﬁmequu‘w i Feeds4to6People | %
718-420-9000 | 99 OPEN PLAY
s | SPHIT 1+ orEERY

Manicotti ! (ONETIMEONLY) |
Stuffed Shells i (2) Boxes - | 1732 VICTORY BLVD. 5.1 N.Y 10314
Fresh Pasta 1 36 count Cheese Ravioli OURLTTL VIl LAGE Com

Cavatelli i Quartof Homemade | N

! MarinaraSauce ! [ K O RECEIVE

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert! ™ As LowAs =

« Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire $1 Imo.
v Family/Friends + GPS & Fall AIert _

wow 800.808.9294 3

#& md-medalert.com

Speuallzmg in Eyecare for Your Entire Family |
Dr. Ayman Matta
Dr. Ivanna Grynyk - Dr. Sara Hanna

Languages spoken: English, French,
Spanish, Arabic and Ukranian

Ophthalmology

t 718-447-0022
Sassociates Www.oasiny.com

1460 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10301

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

fle ourcom
03 ?.- NEWSLET

B
-

&4

Scan to
contactus! ﬂ

i

Visit Ipicommunities.com

REIMAN'S

OPEN 7 DAYS

HARDWARE &
BUILDING MATERIALS

1825 VICTORY BLVD
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314

(718) 442-1200

TODT HILL
Friendship (lub

For everyone 60 & better | Free Membership
Aplace to make new friends, enjoy a new hobby
or even discover a hidden talent. Delicious meals,
parties, trips, recreational & physical activities,
and health & nutrition education.

Call to schedule a tour 718-698-7979
Open M-F 8am-4pm « 184 Schmidt’s Lane

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jim Marcinkiewicz

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6417

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com Church of Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus and St. Nicholas Staten Island, NY 03-1334




Specials MONDAY,

Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years

718-727-0022 Service in Security Since 1924 e S
Edward Brancale, RPH MINKEL SAFE & s ROCK T
Classic Pharmacy || LOCK CO. Inc. PAINTS _diCioivnied
OPEN 365 DAYS A YEAR 905 Forest Avenue

A0 Paint - Wall Coverings - Window Decor - Flooring
718-442-2626 www.ShamrockPaints.com

1284 Clove Road, Staten Island .
www.minkelsafeandlock.com

classicrx@gmail.com

A StatenIsland’s
Bejarrin Moore L argest Benjamin Moore Dealer

St. Peter’s ‘ ONDAY,
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
Cemetern $13.00 Large Pie
A Dignified
Catholic Setting Van Alphen Bhes., Inc.

¢ Grave Sales
Pre-need & Immediate need

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
Concrete - Asphalt - Brick Work
Cultured Stone - Steps - Walks
Pavers - Driveways - Sidewalks

Chimneys - Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES 718-273-3961

¢ Cremation Niches
Holds 2 Cremation Urns

Call 718-442-2363
Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm

“Preplan Today, for Peace of Mind Tomorrow”

718-761-5544
2508 Victory Blvd., SI, NY 10314
www.matthewfuneralhome.com

Family Owned & Operated

IN REAL ESTATE
WHO REPRESENTS
YOU MATTERS !}

L917.670.7068

* FAAHREALIREALTOR@GMAIL.COM
& FRANREALI.COM

FOLLOW ME: Ok E|

Francine “Fran” Reali | [FACEBOOK: FRAN.REALI 7 ;1-; &
e e ™ | WJINSTA: FRAN_REALI_REALTOR S o
el Dotate Sabaperson  TIKTOK:@FRANREALIREALTOR  Foye=T )

e © EA LT

REALTOR"
1958 VICTORY BLVD. SI NY 10314

FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES INC Jor Over 50 Years

Our Location Is Easily Accessible From All Staten Island Bridges.
One block from SI Expressway/Victory Blvd. Exit

Michael H. Scamardella & John Scamardella, Owners
Christopher L. DeLuca & Lisa Rooney, Licensed Funeral Directors

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!
Instantly create and

Since 1973

V&G o
SUPERETTE

HoT & CoLD CATERING ¢ FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES e FINE MEATS CUT
TO ORDER « BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS ¢ IMPORTED ITALIAN SPECIALITY
Propucrs e FULL LINE OF FROZEN FOOD & GROCERY

718-716-0900

Anthony Fazzino

Costello’s Ace Hardware of Staten Island Gold is at an all time hlgh'

1677 Victory Blvd.
Staten Island, NY 10314 We will buy your unwanted gold at the highest price.
1909 Victory Blvd. (next door to Alfonso’s Bakery)

718-513-5888
718-494-1133

« GRILLING - PAINT- POOL SUPPLIES
TUES 10A-4P THURS 10A-6P  FRI 10A-4P SAT 10A-4P

®
The helpful place.
A [ | 884 Manor Rd

= SCREEN REPAIR - KEY CUTTING

We Proudly Support
Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus Parish

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

Harmon

FUNERATL HOME
571 Forest Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10310
718-442-5056
HarmonFuneralHome.net

Casey

FUNERAI HOME
350 Slosson Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314
718-447-4242
CaseyFuneralHome.com

These Firms are Owned By A Subsidiary of
Service Corporation Intermational
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 » 713-522-5141

£ very Detail Pemembered®

Dignity-

Personalized advice that
makes a powerful impact.

Let's work together to identify and document your financial
goals and needs. Through personalized advice, regular
meetings, and digital tools to track your progress, I'll help
you feel more confident about your financial future.

Daniel Masiello, J

Private Wealn o

CFP*®, CRPC™, BFA™

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

Church of Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus and St. Nicholas Staten Island, NY

03-1334



