CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA

OF THE INFANT JESUS
ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL

ST. TERESA CHURCH / RECTORY
1634 Victory Boulevard
Castleton Corners

Staten Island, NY 10314

PHONE 718 442 5412
EMAIL rectory@stteresasi.org
WEBSITE www.saintteresasi.org

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00am to 4:30pm

LOYAL PARISHIONERS ARE APPRECIATED,
AND NEW PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME.
PLEASE REGISTER SO THAT WE CAN
SERVE YOU AND KEEP IN TOUCH.

SUNDAY MASSES
SATURDAY 4:00PM
SUNDAY 7:30AM, 9:00AM,
10:30AM, 12:30PM, 5:00PM

ALL THESE MASSES ARE IN ST. TERESA
CHURCH ON VICTORY BLVD., EXCEPT THE
9AM MASS WHICH IS IN ST. NICHOLAS
CHAPEL, ON NORTHERN BLVD. AT LA BAU
AVE., ONE BLOCK IN FROM VICTORY BLVD

WEEKDAY MASSES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 8:30AM
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 12 Noon

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS, NOON TO 1:00PM

SACRAMENTS

RELIGION/ SCHOOL

BAPTISMS

Designated Sundays at 1:30
Please call the rectory to
check dates and to meet with
a priest or deacon.

CONFESSIONS
Every Saturday, Noon to 1pm,
in confessionals in church

WEDDINGS

Please call and speak to a
priest to begin planning your
wedding

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Anytime

NOVENA SERVICES
Mondays after 8:30 Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
First Fridays after Noon Mass

until Benediction at 3PM

St. Teresa Religious

Education Program for public
school students begins with first
grade and leads to sacraments of
Reconciliation, Holy Communion,
and Confirmation. Students are
taught on Tuesdays 4pm to 5:30.
Call 718 981-2632 or email
ccd@saintteresasi.org.

ST. TERESA — ST. RITA
STREAM ACADEMY for 3k to
8th grade offers a sound
education in the Catholic faith.
Students take part in a rigorous
instructional program that
challenges them in a STREAM-
supported atmosphere—science,
technology, religion, engineering,
art, mathematics. Our ultimate
goal is to provide students with
the skills to be productive
members of the church and
positive members of society.
Please call the office at 718 448
9650 or visit
stsrstreamacademy.com.




2 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU!

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

4:00PM Gloria Marino

7:30AM Edward, John and Genevieve
Lewis

9:00AM Jacqueline Franklin

10:30AM For the People of Our Parish
12:30PM Lila and Danielle Pabone
5:00PM Gerard and Irma Muro

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22

8:30AM Jose Esmilla

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25

&

— - 4:00PM Colleen Westrenen
7:30AM Randy Chapple, Felicia Conti,
Rosemary Cusimano and William
Macintosh
9:00AM

10:30AM Giuseppe, Concetta and

“% Rose Ferdico

12:30PM For the People of Our Parish
5:00PM Dr. Joseph Onah

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24

8:30AM Sophie Savron 4PM Chapel

12NOON Arelis Troncoso, Sgt. Ivan 4PM Church For the People of Our
Rodriquez, Manuel Rodriques and Parish

Bernard Avitabile 9PM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27

7:30AM Dr. Rocco DiAntonio
9AM Roche William

10:30 AM Clare Murphy
12:30 Gloria Marino

8:30AM William Wisnieski
12NOON Francis Napolitano

8:30AM Macrina Jemma Reyes (Living)

MSGR. WILLIAM BELFORD
Pastor

FATHER JOHN KALLATTIL, VC
Parochial Vicar

FATHER STEVEN CHALLMAN
Sunday Associate

DEACON JONATHAN REYES
Deacon

MRS. NICOLE C. FRESCA
St. Teresa-St. Rita Principal

MRS. LISA RAMETTA
Religious Education Coordinator

MRS. LISA NAUGHTON
Parish Manager

MR. EDWARD MORAND
Director of Music

Your prayers are requested for all who are sick in our parish and community, especially:
Grace Agalo-os, Bethany Armstrong, Bernadette, Karen Bertuzzi, Michael Borik,
Vincent Borzumato, Rosemary Callenberg, Eileen Carroll, Libby Cugini, Carina
DeGiulio, Kevin Dunne, Patricia Dunne, Joanie Edwards, Augustine Ferrer, Mark &
Arlene Fileccia, Michael G., Josephine Greco, Edward Gross, Elaine Guarlino, Ricky
Gundacker, David Hall, Barbara Harris, Vincent Hicks, Barbara Hicks, Buddy Jarrel,
Pat Jarrell, Jennifer Johnson, Fred Kabat, Donnalyn Lawton, Catherine Leone, Edward
Lewis, Josephine Linton, Lomando, Linda Mahoney, Paul Mahoney, Janet Massa,
Judy C. Mc., Marie McMillen, Christine Momole Susan Morris, Josephine Nastasi,
Joseph Pastore, Ryan Pizzaro, Joanny Pizzuti, Sal Prestigiacomo, Gerry Pye, Edwin
Rodriguez, Marty Rose, Ronald Rothmund, Jerry Scattaglia, Cheryl Spinelli, David
Valle, Michael Walsh, Jerry Yannaci Sr.,

Margaret White
Pray for Our Parishioners in the Military

Staff Sergeant Michael R. Mazzuki, Jr. U.S. Army, Fort Stewart, GA

Staff Sergeant Connor M. O’Brien, U.S. Marine Corp., Camp Lejeune, NC

NEXT SUNDAY'S SCHEDULE OF MASSES FOR PRIESTS
Monsignor Belford 4pm, 9am, 10:30pm,
Father Kallattil 7:30am, 12:30pm, Clove Lakes Home
Father Challman 5pm
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PASTOR’S LETTER FOR DECEMBER 21, 2025 | 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 3

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Teresa Church,

Grace and peace, happiness and calm be yours as we come very close to celebrating the Birth of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Truly fortunate are we to be His followers, and receivers of His sacraments, and believers in His promises.

I hope that you will be able to give your thanks to Him with us, when Christ Mass Day arrives. To recap: on Christmas
Eve we will have Mass at 4pm in St. Teresa Church, and also at 4pm in St. Nicholas Chapel. Our evening Mass in St. Teresa
Church is at 9pm, with choir singing beginning at 8:30. On Christmas Day our Mass schedule is: 7:30 am in our Church,
9am in St. Nicholas Chapel, 10:30 in St. Teresa Church, and 12:30 in St. Teresa Church. We do not have an evening Mass
here on Christmas Day. But FYI: Saint Christopher Church at 130 Midland Ave. will have a 6pm Mass on Christmas Day.

You know that I recommend, for accurate information about our Church, our Pope, our bishops, our parishioners, and
for our inspiration and imitation of the saints, we should read Catholic newspapers and magazines, in print or online. Our
Archdiocese ended our CATHOLIC NEW YORK weekly newspaper for high costs and small readership, but started a free
website that you can sign up for and that I recommend: THEGOODNEWSROOM.org.

Being a Brooklynite by birth—baptized in Saint Patrick’s Church on Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, and then a student in
St. Ephrem School until we moved in 1960 to St. Rita’s Church and St. Rita’s School on Bradley Avenue— I still subscribe to
the Catholic newspaper of the Brooklyn diocese, called The Tablet. I suggest that you do so too, and/or give a gift subscrip-
tion this Christmas to some person you know who would enjoy reading it. The Tablet is on sale now for only $30 a year, for
49 issues mailed to your home address! Go online to subscribe, or send a check to The Tablet, 1712 10th Av., Brooklyn 11215.

Earlier this month, just before we celebrated the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8,
and the feastday of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12, The Tablet offered an excellent article by writer Paula Katinas
about Mary the Mother of Jesus: By Any Name, the Mother of Jesus is Beloved by Catholics. I offer you some parts of it:

“She is known by various names, including Virgin Mary, the Blessed Mother, Mary the mother of Jesus. Or, simply, Mary.
The feast days that honor her are varied and plentiful: Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Fatima, Our Lady of the Rosary and
many others. But whatever name individual Catholics prefer to call her, there is one thread that runs through all of her titles —
Catholics have a deep love and devotion for her.

Christopher Denny, professor of Christian theology at St. John’s University in Jamaica offered this history: “In general, the
titles applied to Mary arise first and foremost out of popular devotion...I think that the theology of Mary in the Roman Catholic
Church is distinctive because Marian devotion is something that comes from the grassroots.”

And many of the days celebrating the Blessed Mother stem from her apparitions —in which Mary appeared to people who
were lowly and poor. As examples, Denny pointed to the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which celebrates the Blessed Mother’s
appearance before an indigent Mexican named Juan Diego in 1531, and to Our Lady of Lourdes, which marks the apparition in
1858 when Mary appeared eighteen times to a peasant girl named Bernadette Soubirous. And then we know about the apparition
in Fatima, in which Mary appeared to three Portuguese peasant children.

“I think some sort of sociological reality applies here,” Denny said. “I’m surrounded in my office by books, books written by
people with degrees. And they’re sometimes complicated to read. But of all the different facets of Catholic theology, our Marian
theology is the one that I think is most in touch with the grassroots members of the Church.” Another interesting aspect of
Marian devotion is how each nationality embraces Mary as its own: “The way Mary appears to Bernadette in Lourdes and to
Juan Diego in Mexico is different than the way she appeared in Fdtima,” he added.

The article also mentions the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.. If you
have not been there: it is the largest Catholic church in our nation’s capital, near the Catholic University of America. It is
well worth a pilgrimage and time for a visit, because of the many beautiful images and devotional prayers to Mary in chapels
donated and decorated by countries that show Mary in places and clothing and features familiar to themselves.

This reminds us that the name we call ourselves and our Church—Catholic—means Universal. Jesus established His
church to be for everyone, Historically many people have felt more at home going to Mary when they have a request or want
to express their thanks. At the National Shrine you will see many national chapels inside the huge church, all devoted to
Mary, but with different titles reflecting the catholicity—the world wide love—for Mary, that leads people to her from of all
nations. As Professor Denny said. “I think this indicates how global the church is, with Marian apparitions being part of so
many people’s devotions on six continents.”

Msgr. William Belford
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Our Christmas Schedule of Masses begins on
December 24 at 4pm in St. Teresa Church and
at 4pm in St. Nicholas Chapel. There will be a
Christmas Eve Mass at 9pm in our Church with
choir singing at 8:30. On Christmas Day we
will have Masses at 7:30am in Church, 9am in
St. Nicholas Chapel, 10:30am in Church, and
12:30pm in Church. We do not have 5pm Mass
on Christmas Day. But FYI: Saint Christopher
Parish, at 130 Midland Ave. in Grant City, will
offer a Christmas Mass at 6pm.

OUR HOLY NAME SOCIETY MEN DID A GREAT JOB
AGAIN WITH OUR CHRISTMAS TREE DISPLAY!
THANK YOU TO THE DONORS OF OUR TREES, WHICH
WILL BE LIT ALL THE WAY TO JANUARY 10. COME BY
AT NIGHT TO SEE HOW THIS DISPLAY HONORS JE-

We have a St. Teresa tradition of parishioners
donating for the Christmas Flowers that decorate
our Church and Chapel. Donors’ names are now
on posters in vestibules of our church and chapel.

Thank you to all our flower donors!

WELCOME TO NEWCOMERS

If you are a visitor, we welcome you to the Church of
St. Teresa and hope that you will come back often.
If you are ready to join our parish, please talk to a

priest or send a note or call the rectory at

718 442 5412.

You are most welcome here!

Thank you for your faithful weekly donations to God
for our Parish Support.

‘WeShare online amount was $4,852. Parishioners brought
envelopes to Mass with contributions of $11,936.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FPARISH SUFFORT

Many thanks to everyone who, accorcling to your means,
is malcing a generous gl{:t to (God and to our Parish this

Chﬁstmas. We do very aPPrcciatc everyone’s logal suPPort.!

A HYMN FOR THIS WEEK

IMMACULATE MARY, YOUR PRAISES WE SING!
YOU REIGN NOW IN HEAVEN
WITH JESUS OUR KING. AVE, AVE,
AVE MARIA! AVE, AVE, MARIA!

2026-27

K-8 ADMISSION OPENS
DECEMBER 1, 2025

St. Teresa - St. Rita

STREAM Academy

Offering FREE 3K,
FREE PKFA, K-8th grades

{STRIAN ACADIMY | 8
b T4

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
FOR NEW STUDENTS
ENTERING K-8TH

(718) 448-9650
1632 Victory Boulevard

Staten Island, NY
www.stsrstreamacademy.com

Scan the QR code to begin
your application

“What do bear families sing during
Christmas2”

“Have yourself a Beary Little Christmas.”

—=. All of creation joins in praise for the

("ﬂ;///_\ﬁ birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. May
SN the joy of the season fill your home!

\—

e FAHFUL CUN\ES

=c =7
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money to help a homeless shelter.

I will give canned food, sheets, blankets, o
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Care-Inclusive
Pricing on

THE BRIELLE

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

929-200-3143
TheBrielle.com

[OF 8

R AVIO LI i "PASTOSA FAMILY ! || INDOOR PLAYGROUND
Oé/ ; ! DINNER SPECIAL ! .
C@m% alicss of West Brighton: | Tontatiot reole ||| OG5 %
_ 420- i i opsn PLAY
PRACTICING IN ELDER LAw, W 718-420-9000 i 32599 i EVENTS
Manicotti ! :
ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE, fed Shells | (ONETIMEONLY) 6
Stuffed Shells 1 (2) Boxes - i || " 1732 VICTORY BLVD. 5.1 .Y 10314

ICES MEDICAID CRISIS PLANNING FOR Fresh Pasta ! 36 count Cheese Ravioli | [ILWWW-OURLITTLEVILLAGE.COM

HoME CARE & NURSING HOME «-f; Cavatell : QuartofHomemade USE THIS AD

' Marinara Sauce ! TO RECEIVE

FULL SERVICE BUTCHER & FISH DEPT. ! Req Loaf of Italian Bread ] 10% OFF

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY Finest Prociutto Di Parma Boars Head Cold Cuts i *(g.‘,annot Sp——— E 1"\, YOUR NEXT

Gourmet Cheeses Delicious Fresh Mozzarella + ' »  OCCASION

I th th I
718.354.8646 Fax: 718.354.8647 Panini Sandwich Platters Homemade Italian Entrees ! ‘AIQAS?I'rgSOAI‘:;\;oILgf; ] 2/{ CAKE!
Fresh Sausage & Meats Gluten Free Products E 764 Forest Ave E 1899 Victory Blvd.
LEPORELAW.COM CATERING - REPASTLUNCHES - GIFT BASKETS | Staten sland, NY10310 | | | EENAN OISR or
VISIT' WBPASTOSA COM :_____ ______________j Victory Blvd location only.
IF YOU LIVE ALONE Speuallzmg in Eyecare for Your Entire Family | TODT HILL

Dr. Ayman Matta Epi i I
i Dr. lvanna Grynyk - Dr. Sara Hanna _fneam’dn,p ({”b

Languages spoken: English, French,
Spanish, Arabic and Ukranian Aplace to make new friends, enjoy a new hobby
or even discover a hidden talent. Delicious meals,

Ophthdl mgﬂg} 718-447-0022 parties, trips, recreational & physical activities,

MDMedAlert!™ 2ias

« Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire $1 Imo.
v Family/Friends +* GPS & Fall Alert _

For everyone 60 & better | Free Membership

& md-medalert.com

800 808 9294 2 (\ v oF s:fgil?mzu www.oasiny.com and health & nutrition education.

" . Call to schedule a tour 718-698-7979
1460 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10301 R open v-F8am-4pm - 184 Schmidt's Lane

/p.'

Cherubini McInerney Funeral Home
Supports Church of Saint Teresa

Serving All Faiths « Cremation Services
Prearranging Directors available
Completely renovated facilities

1289 Forest Ave., Staten Island, NY 10302  718-442-9047 www.cherubinifunerals.com

Family Owned and Operated

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com Church of Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus and St. Nicholas Staten Island, NY 03-1334



o . . Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years
718-727-0022 d Service in Security Since 1924 n y
1887 Victory Blvd.
Edward Brancale, RPH 718-9811616
MINKEL SAFE & || 42 ok

meroesl | Classic Pharmacy ||  LOCK CO. Inc. PhiNTs_ v
%t . p Kt[l" 8 Specials MONDAY, ng(E;:\l 36: D:YSS A YEIAIR ; 90?1?-'::;-/;\6152 ue Paint - Wall C;erings - Window Decor - Flooring
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 1284 Clove Road, Staten Islan Rk www.ShamrockPaints.com
Cemetery _ $13.00 Large Pie classicrx@gmail.com www.minkelsafeandlock.com e s
A Dignified
Catholic Setting Van ﬂ[plwn, Bros., Inc. « . ”
¢ Grave Sales COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL Preplan Today, for Peace of Mind Tomorrow

Pre-need & Immediate need

] . Concrete - Asphalt - Brick Work
¢ Cremation N1ghes Cultured Stone - Steps - Walks
Holds 2 Cremation Urns Pavers - Driveways - Sidewalks

718-761-5544

2508 Victory Blvd., SI, NY 10314

Call 718-442-2363 Chimneys - Waterproofing ¢! %(’ 2 o I ‘ — www.matthewfuneralhome.com
Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm FREE ESTIMATES 718-273-3961 (N L™ - > C Family Owned § Operated
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES INC o o s

IN REAL ESTATE
WHO REPRESENTS
YOU MATTERS !}

L917.670.7068

. FARANREALIREALTOR@GMAIL.COM

€ FRANREALI.COM Since 1973 ﬂ C From Our Kitchen to Yc
b rom Qur Kitchen to Your
OSTELLOS S & Home for Over 30 Years

Our Location Is Easily Accessible From All Staten Island Bridges.
One block from SI Expressway/Victory Blvd. Exit

Michael H. Scamardella & John Scamardella, Owners
Christopher L. DeLuca & Lisa Rooney, Licensed Funeral Directors

RALLOW ME: UPERETTE

[FACEBOOK: FRAN.REALI

WLIINSTA: FRAN_REALI_REALTOR

I TIKTON:@FRANREALIREALTOR Hot & CoLD CATEI?ING o FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES e FINE MEATS CUT
TO ORDER ¢ BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS o IMPORTED ITALIAN SPECIALITY

Propucrs e FULL LINE OF FROZEN FOOD & GROCERY

®
The helpful place. 718-716-0900
884 Manor Rd Anthony Fazzino

Gonansy's Fine,
d’
Costello’s Ace Hardware of Staten Island

1677 Victory Blvd. Gold is at an all time high!
Staten Island, NY 10314 We will buy your unwanted gold at the highest price.
718-513-5888 1909 Victory Blvd. (next door to Alfonso’s Bakery)

" SGREEN REPAIR - KEY CUTTING 718-494-1133

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Y[R MLS.

i REALTOR

REIMAN'S

. WeProudly Support TUES 10A-4P THURS 10A-6P  FRI 10A-4P SAT 10A-4P
OPEN 7 D AYs Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus Parish
HARDWARE &
BUILDING MATERIALS C l ?
1825 VICTORY BLVD ase,)/ a r'mO n
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314 FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL HOME
(718) 442-1200 350 Slosson Avenue 571 Forest Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314 Staten Island, NY 10310
etk s SR 718-447-4242 718-442-5056
® Fiood Detection : CaseyFuneralHome.com HarmonFuneralHome.net
Every Detait Pemembered® | Dignity* T e s

1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 » 713-522-5141

ADT | pameried | gafeStreets

Daniel Masiello, Jr., CFP®* , CRPC™, BFA™

Personalized advice that ¥ ey .
makes a powerful impact. v Qo ot i ot o

Let's work together to identify and document your financial
goals and needs. Through personalized advice, regular
meetings, and digital tools to track your progress, I'll help
you feel more confident about your financial future.

Ameripri
Fi
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