CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA
OF THE INFANT JESUS

ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL

ST. TERESA CHURCH / RECTORY
1634 Victory Boulevard
Castleton Corners

Staten Island, NY 10314

PHONE 718 442 5412
EMAIL rectory@stteresasi.org
WEBSITE www.saintteresasi.org

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00am to 4:30pm

LOYAL PARISHIONERS ARE APPRECIATED,
AND NEW PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME.
PLEASE REGISTER SO THAT WE CAN
SERVE YOU AND KEEP IN TOUCH.

SUNDAY MASSES
SATURDAY 4:00PM
SUNDAY 7:30AM, 9:00AM,
10:30AM, 12:30PM, 5:00PM

ALL THESE MASSES ARE IN ST. TERESA
CHURCH ON VICTORY BLVD., EXCEPT THE
9AM MASS WHICH IS IN ST. NICHOLAS
CHAPEL, ON NORTHERN BLVD. AT LA BAU
AVE., ONE BLOCK IN FROM VICTORY BLVD

WEEKDAY MASSES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 8:30AM
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 12 Noon

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS, NOON TO 1:00PM
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BAPTISMS

Designated Sundays at 1:30
Please call the rectory to
check dates and to meet with
a priest or deacon.

CONFESSIONS
Every Saturday, Noon to 1pm,
in confessionals in church

WEDDINGS
Please call and speak to a
priest to begin planning your

St. Teresa Religious

Education Program for public
school students begins with first
grade and leads to sacraments of
Reconciliation, Holy Communion,
and Confirmation. Students are
taught on Tuesdays 4pm to 5:30.
Call 718 981-2632 or email
ccd@saintteresasi.org.

ST. TERESA — ST. RITA
STREAM ACADEMY for 3k to

Wedding 8th grade offers a sound
education in the Catholic faith.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK Students take part in a rigorous
Anytime instructional program that
challenges them in a STREAM-
NOVENA SERVICES supported atmosphere—science,

technology, religion, engineering,
art, mathematics. Our ultimate
goal is to provide students with
the skills to be productive
members of the church and
positive members of society.
Please call the office at 718 448
9650 or visit
stsrstreamacademy.com.

Mondays after 8:30 Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
First Fridays after Noon Mass

until Benediction at 3PM




z THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 11

DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU!

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 18

4:00PM Susan Marie Pearl

7:30AM For the People of Our Parish
9:00AM Brian A. Dellomo

10:30AM Mark Kennedy

12:30PM John Mclntyre

5:00PM Gregory Cavallo

MONDAY, JANUARY 12

8:30AM Jennie Granello

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13

8:30AM Frank Vicario
12NOON Mr. Ed Brogan (Living)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16

4:00PM Vita Longo

7:30AM Joseph and Theresa
Capobianco

9:00AM For the People of Our Parish
10:30AM Charles Muzii

12:30PM Rosario Alaimo

5:00PM Arielle Newman

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

8:30AM Florence Shepherd
12NOON Joseph Hayes

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17

8:30AM George Erickson
12:00NOON Tita Valonzo

8:30AM Steiner Family
12NOON Peter and Marion Granello

8:30AM

IT IS A DEVOUT AND LOVING PRACTICE TO COME TO MASS AND PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF OUR LOVED ONES WHO HAVE DIED.

Your prayers are requested for all who are sick in our parish and community, especially:
Grace Agalo-os, Bethany Armstrong, Bernadette, Karen Bertuzzi, Michael Borik,
Vincent Borzumato, Rosemary Callenberg, Eileen Carroll, Libby Cugini, Carina
DeGiulio, Kevin Dunne, Patricia Dunne, Joanie Edwards, Augustine Ferrer, Mark &
Arlene Fileccia, Michael G., Josephine Greco, Edward Gross, Elaine Guarlino, Ricky
Gundacker, David Hall, Barbara Harris, Vincent Hicks, Barbara Hicks, Buddy Jarrel,
Pat Jarrell, Jennifer Johnson, Fred Kabat, Donnalyn Lawton, Catherine Leone, Edward
Lewis, Josephine Linton, Lomando, Linda Mahoney, Paul Mahoney, Janet Massa,
Judy C. Mc., Marie McMillen, Christine Momole Susan Morris, Josephine Nastasi,
Joseph Pastore, Ryan Pizzaro, Joanny Pizzuti, Sal Prestigiacomo, Gerry Pye, Edwin

MSGR. WILLIAM BELFORD
Pastor

FATHER JOHN KALLATTIL, VC
Parochial Vicar

FATHER STEVEN CHALLMAN
Sunday Associate

DEACON JONATHAN REYES
Deacon

MRS. NICOLE C. FRESCA
St. Teresa-St. Rita Principal

MRS. LISA RAMETTA
Religious Education Coordinator

MRS. LISA NAUGHTON
Parish Manager

MR. EDWARD MORAND
Director of Music

Rodriguez, Marty Rose, Ronald Rothmund, Jerry Scattaglia, Cheryl Spinelli, David
Valle, Tita Valonzo, Michael Walsh, Jerry Yannaci Sr.,

Margaret White

Pray for Our Parishioners in the Military

Staff Sergeant Michael R. Mazzuki, Jr. U.S. Army, Fort Stewart, GA

Staff Sergeant Connor M. O’Brien, U.S. Marine Corp., Camp Lejeune, NC

NEXT SUNDAY'S SCHEDULE OF MASSES FOR PRIESTS
Monsignor Belford 4pm, 9am, 10:30pm,

Father Kallattil 7:30am, 12:30pm, Clove Lakes Home

Father Challman 5pm

CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA OF THE INFANT JESUS AND ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL | STATEN ISLAND, NY



PASTOR’S LETTER FOR JANUARY 11, 2026 | THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 3

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Teresa Church,

| would like to remind you about a wonderful good deed of our parish and our parishioners, and then reveal a
secret about the clever use of a popular Christmas Carol that also taught young Catholics details of their Catholic Faith.

On the Sunday after Christmas | went to the annual Christmas holiday party hosted by our neighbors, the residents
on Windsor Road who live in ARCHCARE AT SAINT TERESA. This was once a convent for the Sisters teaching in our
school. Our parish built that in 1960 for the great Presentation Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary. These PBVM Sisters
started and ran our parish school for many years. The last Sisters to live here moved to their Motherhouse around 2013.
Then we hosted temporary residents sponsored by Salem Church—generous volunteers who came from other states to
help Staten Islanders after Hurricane Sandy. The convent was empty then for awhile, until it became the perfect place for
a completely new initiative in New York State: a residence for young autistic adults who were living at home with their
parents—who were very worried about what would happen to their adult children once they were gone.

Credit Cardinal Timothy Dolan for paying attention to these parental concerns, and asking ARCHCARE, the health
care ministry of the Archdiocese of New York, which now includes Carmel Richmond Healthcare and Eger Healthcare,
to find a way to respond to that need, though others had failed. It took a lot of study, information for our neighbors, public
meetings, fundraising, and new construction. But eventually our 1960 building was totally gutted, redesigned and rebuilt
by ARCHCARE. It Is now called ARCHCARE AT SAINT TERESA. For the last five years it has been the happy peaceful
home of eight young autistic adults, one person who is not autistic, and a site manager from ARCHCARE.

So to me this year’s Christmas holiday party was kind of an anniversary, because it was six years ago, in January
2020 - that residents began to move into their new home and to develop their independence and friendships. This has
been a great success. Each person has an apartment and a lease, and pays rent which provides income for our church.
There is independence but also community, and families are nearby. All are Staten Islanders; two are members of our
parish. Everyone likes being there, and none of our original residents have moved out.

The night of the party, | was a guest, along with their parents and siblings. People talked, ate, watched videos,
played games, and sang songs. That included a classic holiday carol called THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS.

Besides being a festive tune that began in England in the 18" century and appeals to children, THE TWELVE DAYS
OF CHRISTMAS gives many people a chance to take parts and have fun as they sing together.

But songs can carry a secret meaning. That is useful, because Catholics in England, from 1558 to 1829, were not
permitted to openly practice their faith or to teach their religion to their children. Brave priests did smuggle themselves
into the country to offer Masses in private homes, and parents did secretly teach their Catholic religious beliefs to their
children. But many priests were discovered, imprisoned, and killed, and Catholic families had to be very careful.

So after singing THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS at the party, it was of interest to me to read an article in the
Brooklyn TABLET — the Catholic newspaper of the Brooklyn diocese — that said that some Catholics made a religious
connection to each of the twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany.

* A Partridge in a Pear Tree Represents Jesus Christ, the true gift of Christmas

* Two Turtle Doves Symbolize the Old Testament and the New Testament

* Three French Hens The three great theological virtues: Faith, Hope, Charity

* Four Calling Birds The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

* Five Golden Rings First books of Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)
* Six Geese a-Laying The six days of creation described in the Bible Book of Genesis

* Seven Swans a-Swimming The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel,
Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, Fear of the Lord)
* Eight Maids a-Milking The eight beatitudes given by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount
(Blessed are the poor in spirit... the merciful...the peacemakers, etc)
* Nine Ladies Dancing Represents the nine Fruits (good results) of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy,
Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Modesty, Faithfulness, Self-Control

* Ten Lords a-Leaping The Ten Commandments that were given to Moses
* Eleven Pipers Piping  The Eleven Faithful Apostles (Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver)
* Twelve Drummers Drumming Twelve articles of belief we profess when we say The Apostles Creed

Msgr. William Belford

CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA OF THE INFANT JESUS AND ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL | STATEN ISLAND, NY
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Our Saint Teresa Golden Age Club News

Our Saint Teresa Golden Age Club meets on
Thursdays at Holy Family Church’s Msgr. Glynn
Center, 366 Watchogue Road, from 12:30 to 3pm.

Members enjoy conversation, games, etc.

Holy Family’s meeting space is very nice and has
convenient parking. New members are welcomed
to enroll in January. President Lorraine Sellers
can answer any questions you have; call her at
917 292 6737.

Thank you for your generous Christmas
donations to God for our Parish support.

Our Christmas collection was $58,000

Plus:WeShare Christmas giving was $7,086

PARISH CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
FOR YOUR 2025 TAXES

We are very grateful to everyone who contributes to the
support of our parish, and are happy to provide you a
statement of your donations to our Church for your tax
purposes. Contribution statements to parishioners
who donated via WeShare have already been
sent—another good reason to sign up for We
Share.

If you asked for a contribution statement last year, you
will receive your statement for 2025 by January 31.

Other donors who want this are invited to write, or
send an email to rectory@saintteresasi.org, or call
718 442 5412 during the week. Our Parish Manager
Lisa Naughton will be happy to assist you.

THIS JANUARY COULD BE A GOOD TIME TO MAKE
YOUR CHURCH CONTRIBUTION AUTOMATIC, EASY,
AND DEPENDABLE

It is so easy to use WeShare that many of our parishioners al-
ready do. 1. Go to our parish website: www.saintteresasi.org.

2. Look for a church and “Give Online.” 3. Fill in Primary Church
and Recurring Church Collection. Enter the amount you want to
give and when. 4. Your donation is deducted safely from your
bank account or credit card. It is always under your control and
can be changed whenever you desire. You have less need for
envelopes, and we can save money by not sending them.

A PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK

For our Catholic Church to effectively preach the
Gospel by word and example, serving the spiritual and
material needs of others, let us pray to the Lord...

T3 - 8 December
Value of The Month Students:

“Faith”

Victoria Pollifrone Giovanni Pecoraro
Zaria Torres Dylan Gamaralalage
Mason Olivares Mia Arnone
Arabella Burel Ryan Kealy
Cassidy Moscoso Joseph Arnone
Alessia Vuotto Ryan Palmer
Reagan Loock James Hot
Angelene Vuotto Joseph Tesi
Hanna Lombardi Aidan Olvina

St. Teresa - St. Rita
STREAM Academy

DO YOU WANT SOMEONE WHO CAN LISTEN TO YOU?

Christmas can be difficult. If you can benefit from a
conversation with a professional counselor who shares our Catholic
perspective. our parish can make a connection for you with the
Archdiocese of New York's

PARISH COUNSELING NETWORK

Our parishioners can make an appointment to meet with a profes-
sional counselor on Staten Island. This can be for up to
six meetings, with only a $10 co-pay per session.

This can be arranged very easily. Tell one of our priests that you
want to talk with a counselor. He will contact the PARISH COUN-
SELING NETWORK on your behalf. Then you call and arrange
your first visit with someone who really knows how to listen to you.

PERIODIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR OUR SAFE
ENVIRONMENT

“To report an alleged incident of sexual abuse of a minor by priest,
deacon, religious or lay person serving in the Archdiocese of New
York you may contact the victims assistance coordinator Mrs. Eileen
Mulcahy at 646-794-2949 or go to victimsassistance@archny.org.
Information can also be found at the Archdiocesan website:
www.archny.org. In keeping with Archdiocesan policy, this
announcement is provided periodically to ensure that children in
our care remain safe and secure.”

CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA OF THE INFANT JESUS AND ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL | STATEN ISLAND, NY
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2026-27
K-8 ADMISSION OPENS

DECEMBER 1, 2025

St. Teresa - St. Rita
STREAM Academy

Offering FREE 3K,
FREE PKFA, K-8th grades

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
FOR NEW STUDENTS
ENTERING K-8TH

(718) 448-9650

Scan the QR code to begin 1632 Victory Boulevard
Staten Island, NY

www.stsrstreomocodemy.com

your application

CHURCH OF SAINT TERESA OF THE INFANT JESUS AND ST. NICHOLAS CHAPEL | STATEN ISLAND, NY
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Care-Inclusive
Pricing on

THE BRIELLE

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

929-200-3143
TheBrielle.com

[OF 8

TO RECEIVE
10% OFF

FULL SERVICE BUTCHER & FISH DEPT. .
Reg Loaf of Italian Bread

RAVIOLI {"PAsTOSAFAMILY | || INDOORPLAYGROUND
, )  DINNER SPECIAL !
4 2 oﬁwuthqhtm i Feeds4to6 People ! ] o %
420-9000 | i OPEN PLAY
PRACTICING IN ELDER LAw, W 118-420-5000 i s2599 ' EVENTS
Manicotti ] 1
ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE, anicot i (ONETIMEONLY) | 5
Stuffed Shells 1 (2) Boxes - 1| 1732 vicTory eLvD. 5.1 .y 10318
ICES MEDICAID CRISIS PLANNING FOR Fresh Pasta ! 36 count Cheese Ravioli | [ILWWW-OURLITTLEVILLAGE.COM
HoME CARE & NURSING HOME ¥ Cavatell i Quartof Homemade 1 TS A
- ! Marinara Sauce !

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY Fineﬁst Procitugﬁ DiParma ; ?ofifs H:adhC;:dC“tS” R ———— "\ YOUR NEXT
ourmet Cheeses elicious Fresh Mozzarella : OCCASION
th th
7183548646 Fax: 7183548647 Panini Sandwich Platters Homemade ltalian Entrees ‘A;As?rrgsoA ;;&?gf; 2/{ CAKE!
Fresh Sausage & Meats Gluten Free Products 764 Forest Ave 1899 Victory Blvd.
LEPORELAW.COM CATERING - REPAST LUNCHES - GIFT BASKETS i Staten Island, NY 10310 S oot
VISIT' WBPASTOSA COM ____________________ Victory Blvd location only.
IF YOU LIVE ALONE Speuallzmg in Eyecare for Your Entire Family | TODT HILL

Dr. Ayman Matta Epi i I
i Dr. lvanna Grynyk - Dr. Sara Hanna _fneam’dn,p ({”b

Languages spoken: English, French,
Spanish, Arabic and Ukranian Aplace to make new friends, enjoy a new hobby
or even discover a hidden talent. Delicious meals,

MDMedAlert!™ 2ias

« Ambulance v Police/Fire $1 Imo.
v Family/Friends +/ GPS & Fall Alert _

For everyone 60 & better | Free Membership

& md-medalert.com

(\ Ophglqlgy]l;?égg} n 8 - 447.' 0022 parties, trips, recreational & physical activities,
"om 800 808 9294 : 4 —assaciates Wwww.oasiny.com and health & nutrition education.
i

" . Call to schedule a tour 718-698-7979
1460 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10301 R open -F8am-4pm - 184 Schmidt's Lane

/p.'

Cherubini McInerney Funeral Home
Supports Church of Saint Teresa

Serving All Faiths « Cremation Services
Prearranging Directors available

Family Owned and Operated eos
3 Completely renovated facilities

1289 Forest Ave., Staten Island, NY 10302  718-442-9047 www.cherubinifunerals.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com Church of Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus and St. Nicholas Staten Island, NY 03-1334



718-727-0022

Edward Brancale, RPH

2]

Classic Pharmacy
OPEN 365 DAYS AYEAR

1284 Clove Road, Staten Island
classicrx@gmail.com

Service in Security Since 1924

MINKEL SAFE &
LOCK CO. Inc.

www.minkelsafeandlock.com

Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years
1887 Victory Blvd.
718-981-1616

3273 Richmond Ave.
718-366-9500

SHAMROCK

905 Forest Avenue

718-442-2626 Paint - Wall Coverings - Window Decor - Flooring

www.ShamrockPaints.com

Staten Island’s
Benlaminiicore  Largest Benjamin Moore Dealer

St. Peter’'s Specials MONDAY,
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
Cemetern $13.00 Large Pie
A Dignified
Catholic Setting Van Alphen Bhes., Inc.

¢ Grave Sales

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
Pre-need & Immediate need

Concrete - Asphalt - Brick Work

Cultured Stone - Steps - Walks

Pavers - Driveways - Sidewalks
Chimneys - Waterproofing

FREE ESTIMATES 718-273-3961

¢ Cremation Niches
Holds 2 Cremation Urns

Call 718-442-2363
Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm

)

iy 1

IN REAL ESTATE
WHO REPRESENTS
YOU MATTERS !}

L917.670.7068

* FAAHREALIREALTOR@GMAIL.COM
& FRANREALI.COM

FOLLOW ME:

[ FACEBOOH: FRAN.REALI
LIINSTA: FRAN_REALI_REALTOR
~ TIKTOK:@FRANREALIREALTOR

Y[R MLS. il SAFARI

Opgx0

a REALTY

1958 VICTORY BLVD. SI NY 10314

“Preplan Today, for Peace of Mind Tomorrow”

< 7 —

FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES INC

Our Location Is Easily Accessible From All Staten Island Bridges.
One block from SI Expressway/Victory Blvd. Exit

Michael H. Scamardella & John Scamardella, Owners
Christopher L. DeLuca & Lisa Rooney, Licensed Funeral Directors

718-761-5544
2508 Victory Blvd., SI, NY 10314
www.matthewfuneralhome.com

Family Owned & Operated
Jor Over 50 Years

Since 1973

OSTELLO'S

y

®
The helpful place.

Jills.

HoT & CoLD CATERING ¢ FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES e FINE MEATS CUT
TO ORDER « BOAR’S HEAD COLD CUTS ¢ IMPORTED ITALIAN SPECIALITY

884 Manor Rd

From Our Kitchen to Your
Home for Over 30 Years

A&LC

UPERETTE

A

S

Propucrs e FULL LINE OF FROZEN FOOD & GROCERY

718-716-0900

Anthony Fazzino

-
Costello’s Ace Hardware of Staten Island
1677 Victory Blvd.
Staten Island, NY 10314
718-513-5888
« GRILLING - PAINT- POOL SUPPLIES
- SCREEN REPAIR - KEY CUTTING
We Proudly Support
Saint Teresa of the Infant Jesus Parish

TUES 10A-4P THURS 10A-6P

Srogg's Fine_fowolly

Gold is at an all time high!
We will buy your unwanted gold at the highest price.
1909 Victory Blvd. (next door to Alfonso’s Bakery)

718-494-1133

FRI 10A-4P  SAT 10A-4P

. - OUR 9::
REIMAN'S |[[~ 2t
OPEN 7 DAYS —
HARDWARE &
BUILDING MATERIALS
1825 VICTORY BLVD

STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314

(718) 442-1200
LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Jim Marcinkiewicz

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6417

Casey

FUNERAL HOMIE
350 Slosson Avenue

718-447-4242
CaseyFuneralHome.com

Staten Island, NY 10314

Every Detait Pemembered® | Dignity

Harmon

FUNERATL HOME
571 Forest Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10310
718-442-5056
HarmonFuneralHome.net

These Firms are Owned By A Subsidiary of
Service Corporation Intermational
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 » 713-522-5141

Personalized advice that
makes a powerful impact.

Let's work together to identify and document your financial
goals and needs. Through personalized advice, regular
meetings, and digital tools to track your progress, I'll help
you feel more confident about your financial future.

Daniel Masiello, Jr., CFP

Privatn Wealth Ay

, CRPC™, BFA™

Haleyon Financial Partners

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com
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