
What’s happening at St. Mark this week 
MONDAY,  December 20 
9:30 a.m.— Mass—Living Birthday of Jackson Vasquez/Harvey & Ann Marie Yee 
10:00 a.m.—Confessions 
7:00 p.m.—Faith Chat—In person or Conference Call 
7:00 p.m.—Bell Choir 
TUESDAY,  December 21 
6:30 p.m.—Mass—+Evan Saturnino/Linda Saturnino 
7:00 p.m.—Confessions 
WEDNESDAY,  December 22 
9:00 a.m.—Bob’s Morning Devotions/Conference Call 
10:00  a.m.—AA 
THURSDAY,  December 23 
7:00 p.m.—Choir 
FRIDAY,  December 24—Christmas Eve—Parish Office Closed 
4:30 p.m.—Mass—+Joyce & Spence Alford/Kelly Alford 
10:00 p.m.—Choir music begins 
10:30 p.m.—+Joseph Nemesi/John Nemesi 
SATURDAY,  December 25—Christmas Day—Parish Office Closed 
10:30 a.m.—Mass—Death Anniversary +Regina Ignace/Ron & Sharon Roberts 
SUNDAY,  December 26 
9:30 a.m.—Mass—+Mary Yancho/Kyle and Cathy Radko 
 
 
 

For Peace; for Women/Men in the Military Service  
SSG J Gillett; Maj. S Halleaux; Maj. C Kaighen; S/Sgt. D Kendall; 
Cpl Greg Misiak, ATAN Daniel P. Wood 
 
 

PARISH PASTORAL MINISTERS: 

  Administrative Pastor, Rev. Joseph Krupp 
     frjoe@hfgb.org   

  Sacramental Minister Rev. David Howell 

    dfrhowell@gmail.com 

  Parish Administration and Ministry Director, 

  Deacon Ronald Kenney 
     rkenney@stmarkgoodrich.org  

  Director of Music Ministry, Michael Goetz 
     mfjgoetz@gmail.com 

PARISH SUPPORT STAFF: 
  Administrative Assistant, Joanne Salvati 
     jsalvati@stmarkgoodrich.org   

  Business Manager, Sue Griffith 
     sgriffith@stmarkgoodrich.org  

   Liturgical Ministries Coordinator, Colleen Seymour 
     cseymour@stmarkgoodrich.org 
 
PRAYER MINISTRY REQUESTS, Joan Turner  
 joanturner38@sbcglobal.net or 248-410-2286.  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome!  Individuals who actively partici-
pate with us are asked to register by contacting the Parish Office.  

BAPTISM, MATRIMONY, ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please con-
tact the Parish Office. 

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Community  
Address: 7296 Gale Rd. – Grand Blanc, MI 48439 – Parish Office phone:  (810) 636-2216 

Website: http://www.stmarkgoodrich.org  – Facebook: St. Mark Goodrich Catholic Church 
 

Our mission: St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Community is a growing community of faith  which 
strives to live Christ’s commandment: “Love one another, as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) 

 

For Advertising information / availability call parish office 810-636-2216 

 

 

~Patronize our advertisers~ 
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COVID!   
PLEASE during these days of increased spread of the 
virus let us remember to be diligent in thinking about 
others and doing our part to decrease the spread.  Wear 
masks if not fully vaccinated or have compromised 
health, wash hands, don’t come to church if you are 
feeling sick. 

CCW and Fleece Blankets 
Every year in January the CCW makes tied fleece blan-
kets for Catholic Charities and Heartbeat. We invite all 
women to join us on Jan. 11 after the 6:30 Mass. We are 
looking for donations of fleece as well as workers to tie 
the blankets. If you are interested in picking up fabric, 
look for sales at JoAnn’s. We need 1 1/2 yards at 60”  
long of two matching colors to make one blanket. Call 
the Parish Office for more information. 

Audacity 
During a time of injustice and threat of invasion, the 
prophet Micah boldly announces that the God of insig-
nificant Israel will raise up a leader from backwater 
Bethlehem, and this leader will bring justice and peace 
to the whole world. In the Gospel, Elizabeth and Mary, 
marginalized women, brazenly celebrate that their sons 
will be world-changing instruments of God. We further 
learn that this audacity is rooted in trust in God.  Mary is 
shown as the exemplar of faithful trust in God. This is 
the way God often seems to work, in the ordinary and 
marginalized in our world. Those who seem weak have 
learned to trust in God’s strength. These have the au-
dacity to become instruments of God’s peace and jus-
tice. 

Attention all parishioners, snowbirds and visitors 
Please help us keep up our parish records!  We just 
want to make sure we have you listed correctly, please 
contact the Parish office to update disconnected phone 
numbers & wrong addresses, and emails.  Envelopes are 
available for pick up in the Gathering Space. 

AFTERWORD….Fr. Dave Howell  
PREPARING FOR CHRIST... During the season of 
Advent we heard readings that challenge us to straight-
en the crooked, lower the high places and fill in the low-
ly.  It is a time when we are called to turn away from sin 
and seek to welcome Christ more fully into our lives.  It 
is especially appropriate that all of us take the time to 
ritualize this change of heart by bringing our sin to the 
Sacrament of Penance.  The last day of Advent offers us 
only two more opportunities to prepare ourselves for 
the coming Christ through the Sacrament of Penance.  
Monday: Dec 20 I will be available in the Reconciliation 
Room for at least 20 minutes after the 9:30 am Liturgy. 
If there are more penitents, I will stay as long as need-
ed. Tuesday: Dec 21 for at least 20 minutes after the 
6:30 pm Liturgy.  Again, I will stay as long as needed. 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES... When Christmas first be-
gan to be celebrated in the 4th century, the practices of 
the Holy Land shaped the Liturgies.  It was the experi-
ences of fourth century pilgrims that shaped practices 
that last until today. The first and most important Litur-
gy of Christmas took place in Bethlehem during the 
night (mid-night).  Afterward, the assembly walked in a 
torch lit procession to Jerusalem, 7 miles away.  In the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher the Mass of the Shep-
herds was celebrated after dawn. Later on Christmas 
day there was a third Liturgy celebrated in the Church of 
the Dormition of Mary on Mt. Zion. In 1973, in the re-
forms of the Second Vatican Council, a Vigil Mass was 
added, but each of the four all have different prayers 
and readings.  There be three Christmas Liturgies: 
Christmas Eve: 4:30 pm & 10:30 pm, Christmas Day: 
10:30 am. The 4:30 will be the Vigil Mass. The Mid-Night 
Liturgy of Christmas is at 10:30 pm. It is the primary Lit-
urgy of Christmas and is especially beautiful. We will 
follow the pattern of the Christmas Liturgy of the fifth 
century.  Three readings from the Old Testament re-
mind us of how the promise of a Savior guided God's 
people and prepared us to hear the Good News of Je-
sus' birth.  It will be about 15 minutes longer than a reg-
ular Liturgy, but I promise it will be worth it. The morn-
ing Mass of the Shepherds at 10:30 am celebrates the 
shepherds who were the first to see the Christ.  it is sim-
pler and very beautiful.  (And we don’t have to walk sev-
en miles in the dark beforehand.)  Unlike last year we 
had more restrictions because of the pandemic.  This 
year there are no restrictions, but I suggest that we 
wear a mask, if possible, to protect one another.  I try to 
wear a mask whenever I am going to be within six feet 
of others, for their protection. 

          Fr. Dave Howell 

Week December 20th—December 26th 
Mon: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38,Tue: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-
18a; 20-21; Lk 1:39-45,Wed: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-
8abcd; Lk 1:46-56,Thu: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Lk 1:57-66, 
Fri: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;  Lk 1:67-79, Sat: Vigil: Is 
62:1-5;  Mt 1:1-25 [18-25], Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 
2:1-14,  Dawn: Is 62:11-12;  Lk :15-20, Day: Is 52:7-10; Jn 
1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14], Sun: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 
24-28; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-
52 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE 
December 12  & December 13, 2021 

Weekly Collection……………………………………………$6,939.00 
Online Giving……….………………………………….………$3,145.00 

Thank you to those who regularly and generously  
give of your treasure, time and talent.  

Ron’s Thoughts… 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      If you haven’t already noticed, there is some new art 
work that is above where the Risen Christ Statue is locat-
ed.  The Risen Christ is the original statue that hung in the 
Sanctuary of St. Mark when it was first built.  A decision 
was made to replace the Risen Christ with a Corpus Christi 
Statue on the cross in 2019.  The Risen Christ was then 
moved to the back of the nave of the church to remind us 
of the Passion, Death and Resurrection as we enter and 
depart the church.  In order to bring more attention to the 
statue and to tie in the colors of the stained glassed win-
dows we commissioned a young artist, Madilyn Medich, 
to paint a wall mural behind the statue.  Religious art 
work idealizes, glorifies, and tells the story of our faith. 
They keep religious traditions alive and make it easier for 
us to visualize a concept or event that is otherwise diffi-
cult to imagine through the use of mere words. Religious 
art speaks to our heart and soul and draws us closer to 
our Lord.   
     We feel blessed to be able to bring enhancements to 
our worship space and blessed with the talent of a young 
artist.  Let us give thanks for another opportunity to give 
praise and thanks to our God,  who is GOD-WITH US every 
day, Advent continues….Walk the talk.   Be Peace! D-Ron 
(rkenney@stmarkgoodrich.org)  

Faith Formation Schedule 
 12/19—Family Faith Formation (Pre-K-5th) 11-

12:30pm (Church/Parish Center) 
 12/19—Youth Group (6th-12th) 5-6:30pm (Parish Cen-

ter) 
 1/9—Family Faith Formation (Pre-K-5th) 11-12:30pm 

(Church/Parish Center) 
 1/9—Youth Group (6th-12th) 5-6:30pm (Parish Center) 

New Accessible Entrance 
Our automatic door has been installed at the North/East 
entrance of our church building.  We have added 2 acces-
sible parking spaces along with a ramp leading up to the 
door.  A handrail will be installed in the future.  This will 
allow easier access to church for those who might need it.   

Faith Chat Mondays! 
Join us on Monday 7-8pm to share CHRISTMAS STORIES 
and MEMORIES.  These will be both on our Conference 
Line (Dial in at 1-971-224-6612 enter code 452784) and 
also in person in the Parish Center.  

Advent Adventures with Fr. Dave and Deacon Ron 
The PROMISE OF ADVENT: Preparing for a season of 
hope.  Join us as we journey together through the sea-
son of Advent preparing us for the celebration of the 
Coming of the Lord!  The short video reflections can be 
viewed each day on our Website: stmarkgoodrich.org, 
Facebook: St. Mark Goodrich Catholic Church, Youtube: 
St. Mark Goodrich and Instagram: stmarkgoodrich.  Go 
to any one of those sites Monday through Saturday and 
watch our daily reflection for Advent.   

Oplatki for Christmas 
Each year, St. Mark makes Oplatki, an Eastern Europe-
an tradition, available to parishioners. They are unleav-
ened wafers, identical to altar bread but not consecrat-
ed, and embossed with Christmas images. Before the 
family Christmas meal, everyone gathers at the table. 
The eldest member takes the wafer and breaks off a 
piece and passes it to another member while everyone 
prays the prayer for loved ones that accompanies the 
Oplatki. The wafer is passed around the family, each 
taking a piece, until everyone has one. Only then does 
everyone eat their piece in silent prayer. Oplatki will be  
available in the Gathering Space. 

Prayer Intention of Pope Francis for December 
Intention for evangelization Catechists Let us pray for 
the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of 
God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and crea-
tivity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Nativity and Christmas Pictures 
Please send in your Nativity and Christmas pictures for 
our Nativity Presentation. We will have a special view-
ing of these during the Christmas Season. Please email  
pictures to Colleen at cseymour@stmarkgoodrich.org. 
 
Nature Restore...Christ is born, that by his birth he 
might restore your nature. —St. Peter Chrysologus 

2021 Christmas Mass Schedule 
Friday, December 24—Christmas Eve 

4:30 pm Children’s Mass 
10:30 pm with Music beginning at 10:00 pm 

Saturday, December 25—Christmas Day 
10:30 am Mass 

Sunday, December 26—Feast of the Holy Family 
Mass 9:30 am 

Friday, December 31—New Year’s  Eve 
Blessed Virgin, Mary, Mother of God—4:30 pm 

Saturday, January 1—New Year’s Day 
Blessed Virgin, Mary, Mother of God— 10:30 am 

Sunday, January 2— The Epiphany of the Lord 
Mass—9:30 am 

 


