
THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
71 Murray Avenue, Goshen, New York 10924 

www.sjegoshen.org - Tel: 294-5328 - office@sjegoshen.org 

Rembrandt (1606-1669), The Temptation of Christ 

We received word last week of the death of Mary Rose McGarry, a longtime parishioner who had relocated to Florida about ten 
years ago.  Her husband, Deacon Jim McGarry, was assigned and ministered here at St. John’s.  We offer our prayers for Deacon 
Jim and his family. 
 

+ + + 
 
Next weekend, a member of Hudson Valley Catholic Young Adults will speak briefly after each Mass about some of the great initi-
atives happening in the Catholic young adult community right in Orange County.  In the meantime, if you’d like to learn more, visit 
our parish website, click on “faith formation,” and scroll down. 
 

+ + + 
 

We congratulate the winners of the recent Knights of Columbus essay contest: Kevin Bowen and Michael Weiss shared the first 
place prize, and Sofia Terrett was awarded third place.  Well done! 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – FEBRUARY 14, 2016 

Continued on page five…. 
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Clergy and Staff 

Rev. George Hafemann, Pastor 
Rev. Peter Heasley, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. Bayani Valenzuela, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Joseph Komonchak, Weekend Associate 
Deacon Tom Jordan 
Deacon James Faulkner 
School Principal: Michael Thomas O’Kane 
School: 294-6434 
Religious Education Coordinator: Cathy Fife 
Rel. Education: 294-6847 
 

Parish Office 

73 Murray Ave. 
Monday - Friday: 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. 
Phone No. 294-5328    
Fax No.: 294-2577 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday Vigil 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:00 noon, 
1:30 p.m. (Spanish) and 5:00 pm 
Last Friday of the month, Spanish Mass at 7:30 p.m. 
Weekdays 6:30 a.m., 5:15 p.m. 
Adoration - Monday thru Friday: 6-9 p.m. 
First Friday - 7:00a.m. - 7:30a.m. Saturday 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 
Thursday before every First Friday 4:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 

The sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated in English on the first 
and second Sundays of the month at 3:00pm, and in Spanish on the 
fourth Sunday of the month at 3:00pm.  Couples who are awaiting 
the birth of a child may call the parish office to schedule an ap-
pointment with one of the priests. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 

Please call the parish office if you or your loved one in Orange Re-
gional Medical Center, Health Care Facility or Homebound so a 
priest may come and visit. 
 

Parish Membership 

Every family in the parish should be properly registered. If you 
move to another parish, or change your address, please notify the 
rectory and give the old as well as the new address. If you are not 
registered, we cannot serve you by issuing testimonial letters in con-
nection with sponsorship for the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirma-
tion, and Matrimony. We also cannot give recommendations for 
positions, schools, or character references if we do not know you. 
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On Thursday, February 18th in  
McCaffrey Hall, doors open at 5:45pm and 

games start at 6:45pm.         Team # 4 

Schedules for the Week of February 20/21 
  Extraordinary Ministers Lectors  
5:00 p.m. C. Quinn F. Warren  
7:30 a.m. M. Albanese G. Roeder 
9:00 a.m. D. Missalidis L. Higgins  
10:30 a.m. E. Dorian T. Yates 
12:00 p.m. T. Urato N. Miller 
1:30 p.m. C. Camilo  
5:00 p.m. B. Thompson M. Giglio 

COLLECTION FOR FEBRUARY 7, 2016  
1ST $ 7,624  2ND $ 3,392 

Peter’s Pence Collection $ 1,839 
Parish Pay for January $ 1,125 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY DAILY FOR AN          
INCREASE IN VOCATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

AND RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

RECTORY MEETING ROOM 

Mon, Feb 15 Salesians 1:00-4:00pm 
Wed, Feb 17 Separated and Divorced 7:00pm 
Thu, Feb 18 Bible Study for the Deaf 12:00pm 

LENTEN PRACTICES AND DEVOTIONS 
Daily Mass: 6:30a.m and 5:15p.m. 

Friday Mass:  6:30a.m., 12:05p.m. and 5:15p.m. 
Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday at 7:00p.m. in 

the Church 
Confessions:  Every Saturday at 4:00p.m. and      

Thursday before First Friday at 4:00p.m. 
 

LENTON REGULATIONS 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are Days of 
Fast and Abstinence.  All Fridays of Lent are 

Days of Abstinence From Meat. 
 

Abstinence forbids the eating of meat and must be 
observed from the 14th birthday on. 

 

Fasting - Only one full meal may be taken and two 
smaller meals may be taken to maintain strength, but 

these taken together should not equal another full 
meal.  Fasting obliges from the 18th birthday                        

to the 59th birthday. 

PRESIDENT’S DAY 
On Monday, February 15th there is only one 

Mass at 9:00a.m.  There is no 5:15p.m. 
Mass, therefore there will be no Adoration on        

President’s Day.  The Parish Office will also be closed. 

SPONSOR CERTIFICATES 

Please remember your must be registered for at least six 
(6) months in order to receive sponsor certificates. 

BAPTISM 
We welcome Sebastian Mejia 
to the Catholic community of  

St. John the Evangelist 
Separated and Divorced Catholics will meet on 

Wednesday, February 17th at 7:00pm in the Rectory 

Meeting Room.  Please call Helen Piltman                   

at 563-0604 for more information. 

St. John’s Rosary Makers is looking for additional 
help in their ministry.  They will be meeting on Sunday, 
February 14th, at 2:30p.m. on the 2nd floor of the Parish 
Office.  Use the elevator in the back to the 2nd floor.  
They are seeking donations of wire rosary beads.  The 

are going to the inmates at the Orange County Jail.  
Please consider giving your older rosaries a new life in 

evangelization.  They may be left in the wooden box on 
the shelf in the vestibule.  If you have any questions, 

please call MaryAnn Saviello at (360-5180). 

You’re invited to join other Christians from           
February 10th to March 20th for 40 Days for Life -    

40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  
You’re also invited to stand and peacefully pray      

during a 40 day vigil in the public right-of-way near 
Goshen Planned Parenthood, 7 Coates Drive.           

St. John’s Church sponsors every Saturday during the 
campaign from 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.  During these 
hours, we’d like a minimum of two prayer volunteers 
per hour.  Sign up sheets are in the back of the church 
OR you can sign up to pray and indicate the day of the 
week by visiting the website 40daysforlife.com/Goshen.   If 

you’d like more information, especially                        
if you’d like to volunteer to help,                          
please call Dawn at 845-325-4823. 
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In your prayers please remember 
John L. Mirra III and all of the 

souls in Purgatory. 

BULLETIN SICK LIST: PLEASE NOTE:  

We will place names in the list for a period of six (6) 
weeks.  If you wish the name repeated you must sub-
mit a new form.  Requests will be accepted only from 
the sick person or an immediate family member, also, 
include the relationship with said person.   

Detach and return: 

I would like my name entered in the Bulletin Sick List 
and give my permission to do so. 

NAME (Print) 
________________________________________ 

 

DATE: _________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE & RELATIONSHIP 

(MUST BE A FAMILY MEMBER) 

 
 

SICK LIST REQUEST—To all those who have a family 

member on the sick list, Please update your request.  The forms must 

be up-dated every six (6) weeks .  THANK YOU 

In your prayers please remember Suzanne Arnowitz,  

Barbara Jean Brancato, James Bruno, Abby Furco,      

JoAnne Gale, John Kennedy, Kim Martin,           

Thomasina Nelson, Mary O’Brien, Susan O’Brien,      

Linda Pedersen, Marie Ramirez, Gianna Rose,              

Bill Walling and “Teens in Need” that they may recover 

through the healing power of Our Lord. 

In an attempt to reach and support Catholics who are 
separated or divorced, we are pleased to offer the 
Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide, a 12 week 

course that the Family Life Respect Life Office is 
sponsoring in collaboration with St. John the       

Evangelist Parish.  The program is intended to bring 
hope and healing to those who have gone through  

divorce - even years ago, and to those who recently or 
are currently going through divorce or separation.  

This program will be facilitated by Anne DePalo from 
St. Ann’s.  It will run every first and third Wednesday 

per month, beginning February 17th in the Rectory 
Meeting Room and ending August 3rd at St. John’s 
Parish.  For additional information on the program, 

you can visit the CDSG registration webpage at 
http://divorced.nyfamilylife.org/event-registration/.  
If you have additional questions or concerns, please 

contact Helen Piltman, Facilitator at 845-563-0604 or 
you can call Mrs. Carmen Noschese, MS, MFT in the 

Family Life Respect Life Office at 646-794-3194. 

Thank you for your generous support of our           
Holy Father’s charitable works through the              

Peter’s Pence Collection.  Our contributions will be 
combined with those from our brothers and sisters 

around the world to help Pope Francis provide        
essential relief to people in need.  Your generosity is an 

act of solidarity with the universal Church,               
answering the call to become a witness of charity.   

May God bless you. 

The Sisters of St. Dominic of Blauvelt, NY are offering 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)             

memberships at the farm they sponsor in Goshen, NY.  
Members enjoy Harmony Farm’s 35 types of           
vegetables over a 22 week season.  Detailed             

information about the CSA and the fees associated can 
be found at www.harmonyfarmny.com or call            

Sr. Ellenrita at 347-538-7759 

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESAN 
OFFICE OF SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

Anyone who needs to report an alleged incident of sexual 
abuse of a minor by a priest, deacon, religious, or lay person 
serving in the Archdiocese of New York is asked to contact 
Sr. Eileen Clifford, O.P, at 212-371-1000 x2949 or Deacon 

George J. Coppola at 917-861-1762.  Both may also be 
reached via email at victimassistance@archny.org.          

Information can also be found on the Archdiocesan      
website, www.archny.org.  In keeping with the             

Archdiocesan policy regarding sexual abuse of minors, this 
information is provided to ensure that our                      

children remain safe and secure. 

The Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate are         
sponsoring a silent auction on Sunday, February 28th 

from 1:00 to 4:00pm at Sacred Heart School in    
Monroe.  The cost is $5 per person.  Proceeds will 

benefit the renovation of the sisters’                       
convent in Monroe. 
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We’d like to start a gathering for men to come together for 
prayer, fellowship – and perhaps some projects around our 
property!  Gentlemen, you’re invited to join us after the 
8:00am Mass on Saturday, February 27.  We’re not wedded to 
any particular day or time, but that seems to be the best time 
to get a group together, at least to start. 
 

+ + + 
 

Throughout the history of the Church, few sacraments have 
been more misunderstood and maligned than Penance.  In 
some cases, the idea of “going to confession” creates anxiety 
and resurrects past experiences of the sacrament that, perhaps, 
were not what God would have intended. 
 

Confessing one’s sins is an integral element of the sacrament, 
but it’s only one piece.  The others are called “contrition” (true 
sorrow for one’s sins) and “satisfaction” (making amends for 
one’s sins).  Taken together, confession, contrition and satis-
faction help to bring about our being reconciled, first and fore-
most with God.  Far from being an effort on God’s part to 
frighten or torture us, the sacrament, as it has been given to us 
by the Church, is meant to overwhelm us with God’s mercy 
and saturate us with his grace. 
 

Next to the celebration of the Eucharist, one of the greatest 
responsibilities and noblest tasks of the priesthood is to ab-
solve sins.  It has been said that a priest ought to be “a lion in 
the pulpit and a lamb in the confessional,” and I suspect that 
most priests take that to heart.  Mere mortals that we are, 
though, we sometimes fall short in our emulation of the merci-
ful High Priest, and we create fear and angst where we should 
be bringing peace of soul.  However, this does not change the 
reality that God’s grace is still at work, and that He rejoices 
whenever we worthily confess our sins. 
 
Before we go further, a few observations: 
 
1. There is no sin that is unforgivable!  If this were the case, then 

God would not be all-powerful, and the sacrifice of Jesus 
on the Cross would be hollow.  If one is truly contrite for 
a particular sin, then that sin may be forgiven.  Yet many 
people live under the dark assumption that, because of 
some particular sin in their past, they are unworthy of 
God’s mercy and forgiveness.  As a result, they miss the 
very grace which wipes away the past and allows them to 
start anew.   

 
2. The sacrament is meant to take away guilt, not make it worse.  

One of my closest friends lived for years under the mis-
conception that “going to confession would only make me 
more guilty.”  In a sense, she may be right, from the stand-
point that, when we honestly confess our sins, our guilt 
stares us right in the face; we have nowhere to hide from 
it.  But the whole point of the sacrament is to remove that 
guilt, not to weigh us down with it.  People often speak of 
“Catholic guilt.”  Guilt is not always a bad thing: it means 
that one’s conscience is working properly.  But God 
doesn’t want us to be saddled with that -- that’s why He 

put it on Christ’s shoulders. 
 
3. The seal of confession is inviolable.  During a recent class in    

St. John School, the discussion veered onto this very ques-
tion.  It was along these lines: “What if someone confesses 
to murder?  Can you tell the police?”  As hard as it may be 
to believe, what is said in the confessional stays there.  
There are no ifs, ands, or buts.  If a priest reveals some-
thing that was confessed, such that the penitent may be 
identified, the priest automatically incurs excommunica-
tion.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church is pretty clear on 
this point: “The Church declares that every priest who 
hears confessions is bound under very severe penalties to 
keep absolute secrecy regarding the sins that his penitents 
have confessed to him.  He can make no use of 
knowledge that confession gives him about penitents’ 
lives.  This secret, which admits of no exceptions, is called 
the ‘sacramental seal,’ because what the penitent has made 
known to the priest remains ‘sealed’ by the sacra-
ment” (CCC 1467). 

 
During Lent, we will hear confessions after every Sunday 
Mass; this is in addition to the regularly-scheduled times.  
We’re also happy to make appointments for other times; simp-
ly call or visit the parish office to set up a meeting with one of 
the priests. 
 
To be continued….. 
 
Faithfully your priest, 
Fr. George Hafemann 

 One of the greatest ways to know Our Lord 

Jesus is through Our Lady Mary. Saint Louis de Mont-

fort has devised a Total Consecration to Jesus through 

Mary, a 33-day program of prayer and self-knowledge. 

 There are several dates during the year on 

which one can make this consecration. March 25, the 

annual Solemnity of the Annunciation, is a wonderful 

date on which to do this. This year, March 25 is Good 

Friday, meaning that we could make or renew this To-

tal Consecration to Jesus at the foot of his Cross, with 

Mary, and use the Lenten season as a time for this daily 

preparation. 

 If you wish to join those making the Consecra-

tion on this date, we will meet on Saturday, February 

20, right after the 8am Mass. Please see Fr. Peter for 

more information. 
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BIBLE BASICS 2A: THE DIVISIONS OF THE TWO TESTAMENTS 

Fr. Peter Heasley 

 

  Just as the Old Testament has traditionally been divided into three sections (Law, Prophets, and 

Writings), so too the New Testament can be divided into three sections. This is less traditional than the divisions 

of the Old Testament, but it is very helpful for studying the New Testament. 

 The three divisions that scholars make of the New Testament are of the Synoptic Gospels, the Pauline 

Corpus, and the Johannine Corpus. More simply put, the Synoptic Gospels are the three gospels that see “eye to 

eye” (hence the Greek, syn-optic): Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The Pauline Corpus refers to the letters of Saint 

Paul, and the Johannine Corpus refers to the books that John the Evangelist has written: his gospel, his three let-

ters, and the Book of Revelation. 

  The Synoptic Gospels – Matthew, Mark, and Luke – are very similar in their content and the order 

in which they present the life, teaching, death and resurrection of Jesus. The gospels are true biographies of Christ 

– not in the modern sense, but in the way an ancient Greek or Roman would have expected a biography to be. 

They tell the story of Christ and give his teaching. They are the written form of the Tradition, which is what the 

apostles have handed on to us in the Church. The Acts of the Apostles, which continues the story of the apostles 

begun in Luke’s gospel, is studied together with Luke and the other Synoptic Gospels. 

 The Pauline Corpus, or the letters of Saint Paul, takes up a great part of the New Testament. Saint Paul has 

written 13 letters to various local churches that he has visited or that he has planned to visit. Saint Paul is a great 

travelling evangelist, and his letters are a great record of his teaching. There is perhaps no greater influence in the 

teaching of the Church than Saint Paul, after Our Lord Jesus himself. 

 The Johannine Corpus provides a unique and important perspective on the Christian faith. John’s gospel is 

organized very differently than the Synoptic Gospels, and focuses on the divinity of Christ. His letters are more 

general than Paul’s, and shorter, and take up the themes found in his gospel. The Book of Revelation, while very 

unique in the New Testament, fits very well within the tradition of what we call Apocalyptic Literature, found in 

the Old Testament and some non-biblical books. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

SYNOPTIC GOSPELS PAULINE CORPUS JOHANNINE CORPUS 

Gospels 

Matthew 

Mark 

Luke 

History 

Acts of the Apostles 

Letters 

Romans 

I-II Corinthians 

Galatians 

Ephesians 

Philippians 

Colossians 

I-II Thessalonians 

I-II Timothy 

Titus 

Philemon 

Other Writings 

Hebrews 

James 

I-II Peter 

Jude 

Gospel 

John 

Other Writings 

I-III John 

Revelation 


