
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 

   5:00 PM Alexandra Cioffi (decd) 
  req. by LeAmiche Lodge, Sons of 

Italy 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 

   8:00 AM  Mr. & Mrs. Onofre Manzano (living) 
  Happy Anniversary  
  req. by Devonie Manzano 
 10:00 AM Mary & Hugh Tully (decd) 
  req. by Clare Davis 
 12:00 PM  Grandparents & Great Grandparents 

of Thottiyil Family 
req. by Shannon Wilson  

  6:00 PM Douglas Reeder Jr. (decd) 
req. by Peter & Elma Reeder 

  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

   6:45 AM   Antonio Ybaya (decd)  
  req. by Naron Family 
   9:00 AM   Pasquale Chiarello (decd) 
  req. by Stephanie DeLuca & Chris 

Dennison 

  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 2 

   6:45 AM   Joselito Cano & Dennis Ledesma 
(decd) 

  req. by Lito Salvilla 
   9:00 AM   Patrick & Bella O’Donnell (decd)  
  req. by Maura Ferguson  

  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

   6:45 AM  Catherine Grimaldi (living) 
  req. by Grimaldi Family  
   9:00 AM   Jean Del Grosso (decd) 
  req. by Gina Mastrangelo & Paul 

Henshaw 

  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

   6:45 AM  Angeles Gemora (decd) 
  req. by Lito Salvilla 
   9:00 AM  Thomas Carney (decd) 
  req. by Maria & Paul Frisik  

  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

   6:45 AM   Lynn McInerny (decd) 
  req. by Fr. Fernan 
   9:00 AM   Maureen Farrell (decd) 
  req. by John Farrell  

  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

   9:00 AM Elsa Montero (decd) 
  req. by Anna Serrao & Family 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 I will raise up a prophet and I will put My 
words into his mouth. 
Psalm 95 “If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35 A virgin is anxious about the things of the 
Lord, that she may be holy.  
Mark 1:21-28 He taught them as one having authority.  
 
God has blessed us with many leaders who have brought God’s 
word to the people. Moses promised the Chosen People that God 
would raise a prophet among them who would speak God’s words. 
Saint Paul was called by God to preach to drive out unclean spirits, 
astonishing the people in the synagogue with his authority. Let us 
listen attentively to the living word of God and hear Jesus’ voice 
speaking to us in our house of worship. 
 

  MEMORIAL CANDLES & BREAD & WINE 

 
Interested in memorializing the Sanctuary Candle by the Tabernacle 
or for the Virgin Mary, Our Blessed Lady?  These candles, which 
burn continuously, could burn for your specific intentions.  If you are 
interested in having a loved one remembered or a special intention 
placed before God, please contact the rectory.  
An offering of $10.00 a week is requested. 
 

TABERNACLE CANDLE  
IAN MCDONALD – HAPPY 2ND  BIRTHDAY 
REQ. BY G-MA & GRAND PAUL  
 
BLESSED MOTHER CANDLE 
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPHINE PAZIENZA 
REQ. BY CELIA & DOUGLAS KOMAREK 
 
BREAD AND WINE  
 IN MEMORY OF MSGR. DOUGHTERY 

REQ. BY THE PARISH OF SAINT EUGENE 
 

PARISH SUPPORT 

As evidence of their gratitude for God’s generosity to them in their 
lives, our people returned to His Holy Church the following offerings: 
 

January 24                        2021            2020 
Weekly Collection……….$3,963     $10,049   
 
“As stewards we are accountable to God for our time, talent and 
treasure. We return to the Lord, the giver of all our gifts, a truly 
grateful and meaningful first share of our time, talent and treasure.” 
 

BLESSINGS OF THE THROATS 

Wednesday, February 3rd is the Feast of St. Blaise.  
There will be a general blessing of the throats at all of 
the masses on that day and the following weekend.

                                                                               

 

THE PARISH OF SAINT EUGENE 
JANUARY 31, 2021 – FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

 



 
Dear Parishioners:  

 

First Holy Communion:   First Communion is a ceremony in which a 

person receives for the first time the Eucharist (Body of Christ) 

Congratulations to Kevin Blake from our Religious Education Program 

who patiently waited for this day during the pandemic and will receive the 

sacrament of First Holy Communion today. O Jesus, who hast loved us 

with such exceeding great love as to give us the ineffable gift of the Holy 

Eucharist, inflame us with a burning zeal to promote Thy glory by 

preparing worthily the children who are to approach Thy holy table for 

the first time. Protect, O Scared Hearty of Jesus these young souls from 

the assaults of evil, strengthen their faith, increase their love and endow 

them with all the virtues that will make them worthy to receive Thee. Amen. 

Presentation of Our Lord: Tuesday, February 2, we celebrate the Feast of the Purification of the 

Virgin, or Candlemas Day. Counting forward from December 25 as Day 

One, we find that Day Forty is February 2. A Jewish woman is in semi-

seclusion for 40 days after giving birth to a son, and accordingly it is on 

February 2 that we celebrate the coming of Mary and Joseph with the 

infant Jesus to the Temple at Jerusalem to offer sacrifice, both on behalf 

of Mary and on behalf of Jesus as a first-born male. Almighty and ever 

living God, we humbly pray that, as Your Only-begotten Son was this day 

presented in the temple, so we may be presented to You with pure and 

clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

World Day for Consecrated Life, February 2: In 

1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of 

prayer for women and men in consecrated life. This celebration is attached to 

the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd. This Feast is also 

known as Candlemas Day; the days on which candles are blessed symbolizing 

Christ who is the light of the world. So too, those in consecrated life are called 

to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The celebration of World Day 

for Consecrated Life is transferred to the following Sunday in order to highlight 

the gift of consecrated persons for the whole Church. 

 

Covid-19-Flu Season:  During the winter season if you are not feeling well 

please make the right decision about attending Mass, not transferring germs is 

the nicest thing we can do for each other.  

National Catholic School Week: National Catholic School week begins today, January 31st, and 

continues through February 5th. Please join us in prayer as we pray for all of our students, faculty and 

staff members. Also, please join us as we congratulate our eighth graders who will be receiving their 

pins this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist


 

Feast of Saint Blaise February 3: Saint Blaise was a physician and the Bishop of Sebaste, Armenia. He 

once saved a child who was choking on a fish bone, which led to the blessing of 

the throats. The ritual of blessing the throats will happen at all of the weekend 

Masses. Prayer to St. Blaise O, glorious St. Blaise, who by your martyrdom left 

to the Church a precious witness to the faith, obtain for us the grace to preserve 

within ourselves this divine gift, and to defend without concern for human 

respect both by word and example, the truth of the same faith, which is so 

wickedly attacked and slandered in these our times. You miraculously restored a 

little child who was at the point of death because of an affliction of the throat. 

Grant us your mighty protection in similar misfortunes. And, above all obtain 

for us the grace of Christian mortification, together with faithful observance of 

the precepts of the Church, which keep us from offending almighty God. Amen. 

Knights of Columbus: Members of the Knights of Columbus, Cardinal Hayes 

Council 3995, are reminded to attend the February virtual business meeting on 

February 2, at 8:00 pm. Field Agent Bob Maffucci, will be conducting and informational presentation 

on the topic of long-term care, its costs, and its effect on families. Links to the virtual meeting will be 

sent to all members via-email prior to the meeting. For more information, please visit the Cardinal 

Hayes Council website https://jrkofc3995.wixsite.com/kofc3995 or email Joe Razza, Grand Knight at 

jrkofc3995@gmail.com  

Ground Hog Day, February 2:  As we approach Ground Hog Day, 

our thoughts immediately bring us to the movie of the same title, 

starring Bill Murray, that every day is a repeat of the same day, 

especially the past 10 months. But let us look at Ground Hog Day as 

this; everyday God gives us a chance to forgive our sins, through 

prayer and confession and start over. We as Catholics are blessed. 

May God continue to keep all of you in his arms. 

KEEPER OF THE POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE:  Instill in our 

hearts a true spirit of gratitude for all the gifts we so graciously 

receive from our Mother Earth.  Increase our awareness of the interdependence of all things, animate, 

inanimate and spiritual that sustain and bless our communal life.  Expand our love for our fellow 

humans and for all creation. As our tradition of observing our brother Ground Hog on this day as a 

precursor to the time of arrival of the approaching Spring, may our spirits always strive forward to the 

awakening of renewed spiritual awareness in our own lives, Amen.   
 

February 5th, is my Grandson’s Second Birthday. Happy Birthday Ian, may God keep you happy, safe 

and healthy always.  I pray that you have an amazing day filled with lots of love and fun.  You bring 

such joy to everyone especially with that infectious smile. You are a gift from God.  Love you, G-Ma. 

 

May God bless you always; Gina Mastrangelo, Parish Administrator 
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Please consider a gift to this Year’s 

Cardinal’s Appeal 
 

A Message from Cardinal Dolan 

As our world continues to navigate an ever-changing landscape, we as Catholics ground our hope in the all-

powerful God who loves and sustains us through life’s most difficult trials. Many of us here in New York are still 

deeply affected by the loss of life and the devastating financial consequences of COVID-19. We move 

forward, however, just as we started this journey – as a family. 

  

Guided by the wisdom of Matthew 25:40, “Whatever you did for the least of these my brothers and sisters, you 

did for me,” our pastors, teachers, lay staff, case workers, ministry leaders, health chaplains, and volunteers will 

continue the crisis work they started in March of 2020. We are building on the work that the Church has always 

done, serving the most vulnerable among us wherever there is need. 

  

We were blessed to have the resources, programs, and staff in place to distribute COVID-19 assistance 

throughout the archdiocese as soon as the pandemic broke out. It’s thanks to you, the faithful, and your 

unrelenting support of the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal year after year that we had this network of 

resources in place. Your generous donations to already needy parishes made it possible for them to weather 

the storm, ministering to the sick, the hungry, the jobless, and the grieving. In partnership with Catholic Charities, 

our parishes and pantries were able to distribute over a million meals and offer essential human services to our 

communities. Your role is essential to all we do and for this, we are grateful. 

  

Thank you for considering a one-time or monthly gift to the Appeal this year. A little goes a long way when we 

all work together 



 
Beloved of God, 

 
What is a parish priest supposed to be doing? 

 
During this pandemic, I have been spending more time going 

through my library of spiritual reading.  There are many new 
“classic” books (excellent books written by authors of the 

day) and truly “classic” books from years gone by.  One 
small book – 3 ½ inches by 5 ½ inches and 251 pages – I have found to be quite 

remarkable.  Because of its size, I went online to see if I could get it in a different 
format.  In my search I discovered that this classic is out of print, but still available 

through Am---n for a small fee… $768.57.   
 

The Retreat Companion for Priests, written by Fr. Francis P. Havey, S.S., 1950, is one of 

the few books treating what it means to be a priest, but not just any priest, like a 
Franciscan or Jesuit, but a Diocesan priest.  There have many passages that have 

resonated with me, but one passage in particular struck a cord… 
 

“Our Lord wanted large results from His Apostles. He looked for efficiency; yet He 
spoke oftenest to them of the crucifying virtues – of prayer more than of 

purposeful will, of obedience more than of initiative, of poverty more that of ways 
and means, of lowly-mindedness and meekness more than of energy, of self-

denial more that of the psychology of persuasion, magnetic personal charm and 
immediate success.” (pg. 84-85) 

 
The Crucifying Virtues, according to Fr. Havey, are prayer, obedience, poverty, lowly-

mindedness, meekness and self-denial.  Please note that nowhere in this quote from this 
sainted author do we see, organizer, part planner, society moderator, clothing drive 

developer.  Please understand, I am not implying in any way that these corporal works 

of mercy are not to be a part of the parish, but they are to be accomplished through the 
efforts of the parishioners.   

 
What is the parish priest, according to Father Havey, supposed to be principally doing? 

 
“I must not… let the business of "the plant" blur the likeness of Christ in me; I must be a 

priest always; my business is to save souls. The priest of the parish finds that his way of 
holiness is closely bound up with his ministrations to his people. His service is in fact not 

common labor but a form of charity, the love of the neighbor for God's sake.”  (pg. 71)   
 

“My Mass is the Mass of an apostle. I go up to the altar of the parish church with my 
people in my breast and their sins and sorrows as a great cross upon my back. Christ 

has given me these souls to save. By sharing in His office and work, I must in His spirit 
hallow and dedicate myself upon the altar and service of the people, expecting little and 

giving my all.” (pg. 66) 

 
The parish priest is first and foremost to be man of prayer… through that prayer learning 

from the Saviour the Crucifying Virtues of prayer, obedience, poverty, lowly-
mindedness, meekness and self-denial.  How does he learn these?  Firstly, by truly 



praying the Holy Mass, which is the Crucifixion itself.  Secondly, in living the Crucifixion 
by taking up his cross and following the Christ.  Father Havey, also speaks to this… 

 
“Now it is no longer men shifting upon my shoulders the crude cross of their troubles; 

nor yet Christ going before me in the lonely road of self-denial, but Christ in me to take 
the chief weight of His cross upon His own shoulders.”  (pgg. 66-67)   

 
Remember one of the most beautiful passages in the Sacred Scriptures… “And Jesus 

said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will 

find rest for yourselves.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden light.”  (Matthew 11:28-
30)   

 
What a gift is this Priestly Cross, this Sacramental Ministry… if only we stay close to the 

Cross of Our Saviour all day, each day. 

 
God love you…Father Fernan 


