March, 2025

Greetings!   Happy Lent!  

I write to you about what it means to be considered a parishioner of St Simon Stock – San Joseph parish.  We had a good discussion regarding this at our last Parish Council meeting.  
This topic came about because recently the amount of people asking for a letter identifying themselves as a “parishioner” for immigration purposes has increased significantly.   Clarity is important regarding this because whatever letter is written, it has to be clear and true.  We cannot write a letter about a person’s status as a parishioner if we do not know them or have some type of proof that they belong to the parish.  
We often get requests to sign documents saying that a person is a parishioner so that they can be a sponsor for someone receiving a sacrament such as Baptism or Confirmation.  This explanation is also relevant in these situations.  
Our initial response might simply be that a parishioner is an individual or family who is registered in the parish or lives within the parish geographical boundary assigned by the archdiocese.  However, this is not enough.   
Ideally, a parishioner is registered in the parish, participates in the life of the parish by attending mass regularly, supports the parish financially and by participating in one or more of the many social and pastoral activities of the parish.   The best proof of this is through the regular use of the parish envelope system and being known by the members of the staff of the parish who can indicate that a person is involved in the parish.   Thus, it is important that a family or person is properly registered in the parish and uses the parish envelopes regularly.  Otherwise, we cannot issue a letter testifying to the fact that a person is a parishioner.   
Is simply being registered in the parish good enough?  No.   Being registered just means that a person stopped in the parish office and registered.  If the registration is recent, any letter from the parish for immigration purposes is useless.  If a person registered years ago but does not attend mass regularly this also is useless since it just proves years ago someone came to the office and registered.  We can only give a letter if a person is registered and participates in the life of the parish which often can be proven by the donation records the parish has to keep by law.   
We have parishioners who come to the parish office asking for a letter identifying a family member (spouse, son, daughter) as a parishioner.   We can only do that if that person is named in the parish registration and continues to live in the parish and participates in the life of the parish.  So, it is important to identify all the members of your family in the parish registration.  Also, we can only write letters for immigration purposes if the person lives within the parish boundaries or attends the parish regularly.  
If a person sent their children in the past to our school or once participated in our faith formation program but is not participating in the life of the parish good enough?  Are they a “parishioner”?  No.  That just means that at one time a person participated in the life of the parish.  It does not prove that they presently are.  If a person had their child baptized here, had their daughter’s quince here or received a sacrament in the parish, is that enough?   No. Again, that just proves that at one time a person participated in the life of the church.  
A parish is a place where people gather as family and for prayer and worship.   It is a place where people serve one another in ministry, gather in small groups to grow in prayer, service and in the understanding of our faith.  
So, a parishioner can be defined as: One who is registered and actively participates in the liturgical/pastoral life of the parish through the generous, sacrificial sharing of his or her God-given giftedness of time, talent and treasure.  It’s that simple.   
I hope this clarifies the meaning of the word “parishioner”.
Fr Mike






