
Yesterday, in my reflection, I wrote that one of the things that was

wrong with the seminary, at least when I was there, was a climate of

“narrow-mindedness.” I regret writing it for a number of reasons.

Although, technically I did not actually write it. I use Google Docs,

which gives other people access to your document. I was on the

phone with a teacher/friend of mine. She was proofreading the

document. My friend was confused with the original sentence. She

asked me what I was trying to communicate. I told her. She wrote in

“narrow-mindedness” with my permission. I wasn't comfortable with

the alteration. However, I had a deadline. I was rushing to get the

reflection done. I also blame all my priests and lay friends out there

“too busy” to read the reflection before I posted it      . It might have

saved me from myself.

That evening another friend of mine sent me a text taking issue with me using “narrow-mindedness.” It

cut to the bone. I knew she was right. If I had to do it all over again, I would have written “rigid thinking.”

To me, it sounds better even though it means essentially the same thing. I like to think I'll be more

careful in the future. Sometimes we need to be “called out” by a friend or a foe. Sometimes, it is the only

way we learn.

Today’s first reading takes place on the first Pentecost. Fifty days after the Resurrection, the Holy Spirit

was unleashed into the world. The Holy Spirit gave the Apostles the fortitude to go into Jerusalem and

publicly proclaim Christ. On Pentecost, Peter stood up and told a Jewish crowd that they were

responsible for the death of Jesus.* Furthermore, they not only had to repent for their sin but they had to

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of all their sins. Finally, he urged them to

save themselves from their perverse generation. How's that for getting “called out?” It worked. Three

thousand Jewish people were baptized on the first Pentecost.

We all make a lot of mistakes. I recommend, in most cases, not “calling” someone out. It’s a slippery

slope. We can wind up calling people out all day long, while ignoring the beam in our own eye. Fallen

individuals, and we are all fallen, need to be cut some slack. I do recommend praying for them.

Hopefully, they will learn without our intervention.

That said, if we get “called out” and we know they are right, we should repent and try to amend the

situation. I know someone is right when their point cuts to the bone. I don't get angry. I don't get

defensive. I get silent. Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit “will convict the world of its sin” (John

16:8). I stand convicted. I pray I learn from it.

* Jesus died because of the sins of all humanity.


