
The short story on how I became a priest is that I met a guy in a very happenstance manner, obviously

providentially, when I was almost twenty-five years old. He had spent some time in the seminary. He was a

faithful Catholic and very intelligent. To me, he seemed like a walking and talking Catholic encyclopedia.

During the end of our first conversation, he told me I was going to be a priest. I knew he was right. It was a

scary feeling. I didn't want to be a priest. I never even thought about the priesthood. Considering I wasn't

going to Church, and I wasn't sure I really believed in the Virgin Birth or the Resurrection or any of the

more controversial Church teachings, it seemed like a stretch. The next time I saw him, he gave me a

mustard seed. He told me my faith was going to grow like a mustard seed. He was right about that too.

Looking back, I'm just glad he didn't tell me I'd die a martyr     . Anyway, once he gave me that mustard

seed, I was convinced he was nuts and I'd be nuts listening to him any longer. There was one

problem. I had his phone number. I was intrigued with him. Nobody I knew had his perspective. At

night, I'd call him. He answered all my questions and there were many. Rather quickly, he led me from doubt

and curiosity to faith.

In today's Gospel, Jesus is conversing with Nicodemus. Jesus

was visited by Nicodemus at night. He was a member of the

Sanhedrin, the Jewish supreme religious and legal council.

He visited Jesus at night, and alone, because he had his

reputation to consider. It would have been scandalous for him

to be seen with Jesus. Nicodemus, however, was intrigued by

Our Lord. Symbolically, Nicodemus was walking in spiritual

darkness and lacked the enlightenment of true faith.

Nicodemus said to Jesus, “ Rabbi, we know that You are a

teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that you

do, unless God is with him” (John 3:2). In the midst of their

conversation, Jesus told him that he must be born again.

Nicodemus was confused and Our Lord explained in a cryptic

manner the meaning and purpose of baptism. Later, Jesus

referred to His death on the Cross, again in a mysterious

manner.

The evening conversation must have had an impact on Nicodemus. The next time he is mentioned he

defended Jesus among a group of Jewish religious leaders looking to arrest Jesus (John 7:50-52). The next

and last time Nicodemus is mentioned was when he joined Joseph of Arimathea in burying Jesus (John

19:39). He is now a public disciple. John the Evangelist used Nicomedus to demonstrate the journey from

doubt and curiosity to discipleship.

Where are you on the spectrum of discipleship? In a certain sense, there really is no right answer. The Lord

meets us where we are at. However, it's our responsibility to begin to walk with Him. I was blessed to have

met that guy twenty-five years ago. God might encounter you differently. One way we all encounter Him is

in prayer. Pope Saint Paul VI said that we must, “pause to enjoy God.” Why not use this “pause” to start or

deepen your dialogue with God and the Blessed Mother in prayer? Put down the remote or the iPad and pick

up the rosary beads. It's one way we move from the darkness into the light.


