
Back in the late 1970s or early 1980s, a very famous and quite attractive newswoman came to Saint Joseph’s

seminary to conduct an interview. I don't recall what prompted the interview. Anyway, a long-time priest faculty

member was interviewed by the newswoman in the seminary chapel. Before the interview began, he said to her

calmly, “Do you think that's an appropriate dress to wear in a seminary chapel?” Apparently, it was quite short.

The newswoman, being a pro, shrugged the question off and commenced the interview. Now was there some

gamesmanship being deployed by the priest before the start of the interview? Possibly. Would I have handled it in

the same way? Doubtful. In fact, based on my summer chance encounter with NBC News personality, Hoda Kotb,

I'm sure I'd be too starstruck to put a coherent sentence together. That said, I wouldn't go so far as saying the

priest was wrong. For instance, for those of you with children, have you ever questioned their Church attire? Also,

the now deceased priest was a fervent man and old school in the best meaning of the term. He was aware that a

chapel is a sacred space and where Jesus dwells Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Most Holy Eucharist. The

priest’s first allegiance was to God and not to making the newswoman comfortable.

Who are you trying to please, God or man or yourself? Around

the five year point of my priesthood, Cardinal Dolan hosted a

lunch for four seminary classes ordained in the years around my

ordination year. Cardinal Dolan mentioned that he was recently

talking with his doctor. In the course of the conversation, the

doctor mentioned that after about five years every doctor has to

make a decision. They have to decide if they are going to, “be a

doctor,” that is, keep up on the latest research and put their

patients first or are they going to mainly enjoy “the benefits” of

being a doctor. The choice is life defining. Cardinal Dolan said

that he thinks the same thing holds true for a priest. He laid it

right out to us. Are you in this to serve God and the people or are

you in this to enjoy “the benefits” of the priesthood? You could

have heard a pin drop in that room.

In today's first reading, the Apostles are before the highest Jewish religious and political court. The Apostles are

being reprimanded for teaching the people about Jesus and for blaming His death on them. In reply, Peter and the

Apostles tell the court, “Obedience to God comes before obedience to men…”. The Apostles have no plans of

backing down. The shame of abandoning the Lord during His Passion and Death on the Cross, the life-changing

experience of conversing with the Resurrected Jesus, and the fact they are now empowered by the Holy Spirit,

have emboldened the Apostles. For them, there is no turning back. They are fully committed to proclaiming that

Jesus is Lord. Pleasing the Jewish leaders and easing their consciences are not a concern.

We live in a society in which what is permitted under civil law is not always permissible under Catholic moral law.

Furthermore, many Catholics dissent from various Church teachings. Therefore, there is no shortage of

opportunities to stir the pot. I would recommend being prudent regarding how and when we have these

discussions. We should speak in a respectful manner, even when other people are not being respectful back.

Think what God would want you to say. A true disciple puts God first and others a close second. We should not look

to pulverize the other person. Ultimately, we want them to be a fellow disciple.


