
One winter I was in Manhattan for a doctor’s appointment. I had over an

hour to kill, so I went to a church that I knew had Eucharistic adoration

during the daytime. While I was praying, there was a homeless man

stretched out sleeping in a pew. He was snoring very loudly. At some

point a worker from the parish woke the man up. Let's just say, he didn’t

appreciate being woken. The homeless man caused quite a stir.

Eventually a police officer came to the church, and he was escorted out.

As this was going on, I noticed that this young woman in one of the first

few pews of the church never turned around. At first, it struck me as her

being self-absorbed. I thought it was cold of her. By the end of the

incident, I had changed my mind. She struck me as pious. I admired that she didn't let the ruckus disturb her

encounter with Our Lord. There was nothing any of us could do but pray for everyone involved in the situation

anyway. The woman was locked in on Jesus, present in The Most Holy Eucharist.

In today's Gospel reading, Jesus is at the home of Martha, Mary and Lazarus. During dinner Mary bends down

and begins to anoint the feet of Jesus with an expensive ointment, and she wipes His feet with her hair. The

fragrance fills the whole house. The cost of the ointment is the equivalent of a yearly wage for a laborer. Judas

Iscariot is incensed. He thinks it's a waste of money. Mary, however, is aware that Jesus is the Lord. She

witnessed Jesus raise her brother Lazarus from the dead. For that matter, so did Judas, but Jesus is not living up

to his expectations of a Messiah. Judas is disillusioned. He is about to betray Our Lord for less money than Mary

spent to anoint the feet of Jesus. Mary, on the other hand, is ready to follow Jesus to the Cross and beyond.

Holy Week has arrived. At the beginning of the year, I don't think any of us expected to spend it in this manner.

That acknowledged, like it or not, this is the way we are going to spend it. I wouldn't let the circumstances ruin this

solemn week. People in love are always thinking about the people they love, even if they are separated from each

other. A true disciple will follow the Master wherever He leads him or her. For those less pious, the mission always

comes first; your feelings about it come later. The mission this Holy Week is to stay focused on the Lord and find

a way to make this a meaningful Holy Week despite the circumstances. 


