
During the latter part of my five years in the seminary, I was taking a
scripture course. The priest/professor was helplessly behind, with regards
to the course syllabus. He was rushing through the Gospel with the hope
of at least touching on the entire Gospel before the end of the course. He
came to an account of Jesus walking on water. Basically, he said to us, “We
all know the story. I can't imagine any of you have any questions or need
me to go over it.” He was wrong. I had numerous questions. In some ways
I was a teacher's worst nightmare. I always had questions. That said, all
the teachers cut me a lot of slack with regard to my questions. I look back
on all of them fondly. In turn, I tried to not monopolize class time. In this
instance, I did not ask any questions because I knew the priest/professor
was way behind schedule. By the way, for all you teachers out there, he
was not behind because of me    .

A week or two later, I was in Spiritual Direction. Every couple of weeks, a seminarian speaks with a priest
confidentially about what's going on in his life, both externally and internally. Each seminarian goes to Confession
regularly. At the end of each year the faculty votes on whether a seminarian should or should not continue in the
seminary. Eventually, the bishop and the faculty decide if you should be approved for ordination to the diaconate,
and later, to the priesthood. The Spiritual Director does not participate in this process. It is the Spiritual Director’s
role to help those he is directing to discern the Will of God in all that is happening to him and within him.

Anyway, I told my Spiritual Director what was going through my head when we came to the above mentioned
Gospel account. I had some doubts. I asked him: Do I have to believe in that account literally? Could I understand
it allegorically? The stern spiritual director got annoyed with me. He said if I was questioning Gospel passages, such
as this one, so late in the seminary, I should consider leaving. To be fair, looking back, maybe he had other reasons
for saying something so strongly. I don't know. I consulted with a couple of other experienced priests, and they
disagreed with my spiritual director's reaction. Looking back, nearly fifteen years later, I’m still perplexed by his
reaction. Perhaps he had another reason for responding in that manner. If he did, he did not share the reason
with me.

In my opinion, the above example is partially what’s wrong with the seminary - narrow-mindedness. It's also what is
not right about the thinking of Catholics who believe that there is no room for doubt. In many cases, I think it's both a
dishonest attitude and ultimately it is harmful to their faith. There is some room for flexibility in how we understand
some scriptural accounts and/or Church teachings. That stated, I think so many biblical events were interpreted so
broadly and bizarrely over the last few centuries that there has been a natural rigid reaction among some orthodox
Catholics. For the record, I believe Jesus was God. I believe God can walk on water if He sees fit.

Today's Gospel is an account of one of the Resurrection appearances of Jesus. In this case, He appears to Mary
Magdalene and another woman named Mary. He instructs them to tell the disciples to go to Galilee, and they will
see Him there. For those who do not know, Galilee is north of Jerusalem. Today, it is a two hour car drive from
Jersusalum. It is where much of the public ministry of Jesus took place. At the end of the Gospel, the Roman
soldiers guarding the now empty tomb were bribed by the Jewish chief priests to say the disciples of Jesus stole His
body. It was the hope of these Jewish religious officials that this would sow doubt among the followers of Jesus.

It’s understandable to doubt on some level the Resurrection. One does not have to fall under the influence of modern
scriptural scholarship, a misguided priest, or “the Jews” to question the Resurrection. Matthew 28:17 indicates that
even at what was most likely the Ascension, some disciples believed and some doubted. The important thing is not
to stay in a position of doubt. You need to “go to Galilee.”  In other words, you have to be willing to be led by
Jesus. If you have no significant doubt, I think that's fantastic. I don't either. If you do doubt, don't feel bad. Ask the
Lord to give you the faith to move mountains. I'll see you in Galilee.


