
My brother and I were once playing golf together. During this time period,

Tiger Woods’ life had reached a new public low. He had been arrested on

a DUI charge.The toxicology report showed several pain and anxiety

drugs in his system. Tiger’s body seemed to be falling apart. He was

repeatedly getting injured. The future did not seem bright for him. 

While conversing with my brother, I told him about a spiritual maxim. It is,

“When God wants us to grow up, he takes away our toys.” That said,

God doesn't abandon us. Sometimes God allows life to bring us to our

knees only to build us back up more humble, grateful and dependent on

Him. Of all the things I've said as a priest, it's pretty much the only thing

I've said that's interested my brother. The following is an example from a

Catholic perspective.

Right before the “lockdown,” Dr. Byran Thatcher, the founder and director

of the Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy, led our Lenten parish mission.

To refresh your memory, Dr. Thatcher was born and raised in a good

Catholic family. He became a medical doctor, specializing in gastro-

internal medicine. He quickly developed a very successful practice. 

Dr. Thatcher loved being a doctor. He even found the long hours and the stress that came with emergency

surgery exhilarating. Unfortunately, he also got caught up in some of the “benefits” of being a successful doctor.

Eventually, it all came crashing down. He almost lost his marriage and family. During this low point, a friend sent

him the Diary of St. Faustina. As he read the words, “The greater the sinner, the greater the right he has to My

Mercy,” he broke down overcome with remorse and gratitude. Over the days, weeks and months that followed, he

kept returning to those words. They brought him solace and reignited his Catholicism. It wasn't like he ever left the

Faith, but he now knew he needed his Faith. Praise the Lord! It's amazing the various ways God reaches us.

In time, both Dr. Thatcher and his wife became part of the Divine Mercy ministry. They shared their story and

educated people on the meaning of Divine Mercy and the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. For five years,

he tried to balance a medical practice with volunteering in the ministry. However, he felt called by God to give up

his medical practice and to instead devote his time and energy to the Divine Mercy ministry. Some family, friends

and coworkers thought he was crazy. How would he support his family, a family that would eventually include

seven children? Dr. Thatcher didn't exactly know either. Nevertheless, he trusted. He fully believed that God was

calling him out of one healing ministry into another. Twenty years later, he seems to have been correct. The

reduction in social and economic status might have seemed humiliating to other people. Nevertheless, God

provided for him and his family. Dr. Thatcher found something better. He found the merciful love of Jesus. In turn,

he wanted to share that love with others. At the end of the day, what other people thought about the decision

didn't matter.

In today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the Jewish religious and political authorities reprimand the

Apostles for preaching about Jesus and blaming them for His death. As a punishment, the Apostles are flogged.

The Apostles find that brutal and unjust act an honor to undergo. Jesus was rejected, mocked, treated unjustly and

suffered what was considered by some a humiliating death on a Cross. The Apostles are willing to share in the

sufferings and humiliations of Christ, if it means they will become more interiorly like Him. At the end of the

reading, we are told that the Apostles continue to preach, “... every day both in the Temple and private houses,

and their proclamation of the Good News of Christ Jesus was never interrupted” (Acts 5:42).

Has God ever taken away any of your toys? Can this Coronavirus “lockdown” be looked at as an example of

such an instance? I would view this time as an opportunity to become more humble, more grateful of the blessings

we do have in life. This time is an opportunity to grow more interiorly united to Him. God is a loving Father. He only

takes things away in order to bless us in a new way.


