
Oh God, oh God, why have you abandoned me? Yes, Our

Lord cried out those words from the Cross. However, I've

been known for looking up to the heavens and crying out

those same words on the golf course. I'm not joking when I

say it. I mean it from the depths of my soul. You might have

to be a golfer to get it. Afterwards, when a golfing buddy tells

me that God loves me. I tell him, “Yeah, He loves putting His

foot on my throat.”

If I can feel like that at times and I do, I can imagine how

some of you might feel during this Coronavirus crisis.

Besides worrying about friends and family, I know some of

you might have fears about your financial futures. We all need to try to keep a hopeful attitude. Our faith in God,

the God who saves, is what gives us that surefire hope. In the words of Reverend Brown from the Eddie

Murphy/Arsenio Hall movie, Coming to America,  God “helped Joshua fight the battle of Jericho. He helped Daniel

get out of the Lion's Den and He got Gilligan off the Island.” A God who can do that, is one worthy to trust.

The first reading today takes place in the Sixth Century BC during the Babylonian exile. Three young Jewish

government officials, during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, were commanded to worship an

immense golden statue which represented one of the chief deities of Babylon. It was, perhaps, as tall as ninety

feet. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to do so and were thrown into a furnace. The men were

confident that if God so desired, they would be saved from this predicament. However, if that was not the desire of

God, they were ready to die martyrs. They told the King this to his face.

Ultimately, they were miraculously saved by an angel. The King was so dumbfounded by what he witnessed, he

promoted them and decreed religious freedom for the Jewish people within his empire.

After I cool off from suffering yet another humiliation on a golf course, I almost always get down on my knees 

in my room and let God know I'm sorry for saying He had abandoned me. He hasn't ever abandoned me. I've

abandoned Him, at times, through my sins, and through getting caught up in the cares and pleasures of life. It is

sometimes difficult to see God in the present. That said, look back on your life and you can see Him more clearly.

In both the highs and lows of your life, God was active.  God has done something positive, even with your sins. 

Fear not. In the words of Saint Paul, “He who has called you is faithful” (1 Thessalonians 5:24).  

He has saved you before and He will do it again.


