
Over ten years ago, I was visiting my brother and his family. One night I

went to a local Cheesecake Factory in lay clothes. I was seated next to a

thirty-something year old couple. We were seated very close. It almost

looked as if I were a “third wheel.” I had a book with me. The couple next to

me had both been recently divorced. During dinner, the guy was really

ripping into the Church teachings regarding marriage, divorce and

annulments. Based on what I couldn't help overhearing, he felt he had been

put through the wringer by his spouse. Nevertheless, he definitely

misunderstood the teachings of the Church regarding those subjects. The

young woman was listening to him. She was not really commenting one

way or another. When they were leaving, I turned to them, apologizing for

interrupting them and identified myself as a priest. I explained how I

couldn't help but overhear the discussion. I told the guy I understood

where he was coming from but he misunderstood the Church teachings. 

I quickly corrected a few things he had wrong. I gave him my number and

told him to call me. I told them I'd do everything I could to help out. He definitely didn't appreciate it. She was

more cordial. I never heard from either person. The way I looked at it was God had us providentially sit next to

each other. I did my duty. I could eat my cheesecake with a clean conscience.

Archbishop Fulton Sheen once wrote in the preface of a book meant for Australia, that, “There are not one

hundred people in the United States who hate the Catholic Church. There are millions, however, who hate what

they wrongly believe to be the Catholic Church - which is, of course, quite a different thing.”  In other words, many

people dislike the Catholic Church for what they think it teaches, but few people dislike the Church for what it does

teach. Unfortunately, I think Fulton Sheen was far too optimistic. To be fair, he wrote that in 1938. Today, the

world zeitgeist is quite different. That said, I do think there is something to the observation of Fulton Sheen. The

majority of the conversations I've had regarding controversial Church teachings have been positive, that is, if the

person wasn't hostile to begin with. I have found that many people are hungry for the truth and are genuinely

curious about the teachings of the Church. So many people have never had various teachings explained to them

or they heard explanations as children and appreciate hearing it from an adult perspective. I have witnessed

numerous paradigm shifts within individuals.

In the first Mass reading today, a politically powerful eunuch from Ethiopia is heading home after a pilgrimage to

Jerusalem. Philip, one of the first deacons in the Church, overhears the eunuch reading out loud a prophecy from

The Book of the Prophet Isaiah which refers to Jesus. Prompted by the Spirit, Philip offers to give the man an

explanation. The eunuch accepts his offer. Philip proceeds to explain the Good News of Jesus to him. The eunuch

is so taken by Philip’s explanation that he requests to be baptized by Philip. Philip baptizes the eunuch.

A lot of people have grown up not meaningfully connected to the Church. On some level, they hunger for the truth.

I wouldn't necessarily expect the same result that Philip had with the Ethiopian eunuch. Nevertheless, when

appropriate, I wouldn't be shy about sharing our faith. Sometimes when people first hear Catholic teachings, they

are a little taken aback. It contradicts other things they have been taught. In time, good-hearted people will

respond to the truth. The intellect has been designed by God to grasp truth. The problem is that sin, the world, the

flesh and the devil cloud the intellect. Sometimes the truth needs to sit in the depths of someone's soul for a while

in order to be grasped. Note well, prayer, confession and the worthy reception of the Eucharist enlighten the

intellect. In these actions, God shines His light on our immaterial minds. Therefore, stay connected to God

through the Church and share our faith. If you do so, you can eat your cheesecake with a clean conscience.


