
As a priest, I should be embarrassed to publicly admit this but for whatever

reason, I'm not. I didn't know who the Old Testament biblical figure Joseph

was until I was thirty-two years old. I must have fallen asleep during Joseph

and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. After finishing the Book of

Genesis, I remember calling a friend of mine who was quite religious. 

I asked him why he never told me about this guy. Joseph of the Old

Testament was so similar to the New Testament Joseph. He was a 

virtuous and chaste man. He was a “man of dreams.” He too went to Egypt

and protected his family. Perhaps most significantly, both men were

favored by God and entrusted with an enormous responsibility. My friend

was surprised, and I think somewhat disturbed, that I hadn't known the

story up until that point in my life.

One of the most powerful scenes in the Bible is when Joseph revealed himself to his brothers, years after they had

sold him into slavery. From the moment Joseph was sold into slavery, his life was somewhat of a living hell.

Although talented and favored by God, Joseph went through one trial and tribulation after another. Despite these

challenges, he rose to become the Prime Minister of Egypt. The only person more powerful than Joseph, was the

Pharaoh, who was viewed as a god by the Egyptians. When Joseph 's brothers came to Egypt looking for grain,

Joseph brother's did not recognize him. Joseph eventually revealed himself to his brothers and forgave them.

Later he told them, “...you meant evil against me, but God meant it for the good, to bring it about that many people

should be kept alive, as they are today” (Genesis 50:20). This biblical verse is a key to understanding human

history and understanding our own lives.

Throughout history, men and women have, at times, abused their free will to do evil. In turn, God has taken the evil

they intend to do and turned it into good. Yes, it can look messy but it's a fact. In the New Testament, God’s modus

operandi is highlighted in today's first reading from the Acts of the Apostles. The Christian community praying in

the Spirit proclaim in unison, “...in this very city Herod and Pontius Pilate made an alliance with the pagan nations

and the peoples of Israel, against your holy servant Jesus whom you anointed, but only to bring about the very

thing that you in your strength and your wisdom had predetermined should happen” ( Acts 4:27-28). We should

never condone sinful actions or view tragic human events in a cavalier manner. However, in the end, God’s Will is

accomplished. God took the death of His Son on the Cross and still spread the Gospel ( The Good News)

throughout the world.

The Patriarch, Joseph of the Book of Genesis never lost his trust in God despite all the challenges and injustices

he faced. He persevered. Joseph could be thrown in a ditch and left for dead, falsely imprisoned but he knew on

some level that God would eventually raise him to an even higher status than he enjoyed previously.

In a quite sudden and unexpected manner, we have all had our lives disrupted and discombobulated. All of our

futures have become cloudy. Have you maintained your trust in God? This is not a time to grow discouraged. This

is a time to grow more fervent in prayer. This is a time to trust in God even more. Trust He will raise you to even a

higher status when this is all over. I can't justify my hunch. I don't see any evidence of it in society. However, the

Spirit is telling me that the great Springtime in the Church that Pope Saint John Paul II spoke so much about is on

the verge of happening. Hang in there. Not only is relief coming, but I sense abundant blessings too.


