
The movie Saving Private Ryan takes place during the invasion of

Normandy, France, during WWII. The first twenty or so minutes of the

movie are not for the faint of heart. The movie begins inside an

amphibious assault craft on D-Day, June 6, 1944. The soldiers inside

the craft know that when the front flap of the landing craft drops, they

will be met with heavy machine gun fire. A number of the soldiers are

throwing up from nerves and/or seasickness. One soldier, however,

stands out - Private Daniel Jackson, a sniper. A man of faith, he

kisses the cross around his neck and quietly prays. His heroics on

that day and the days that follow will be highlighted in the movie.

In all of his engagements with the enemy, Jackson recites scripture

emphasizing his trust in the Lord his Deliverer. Private Jackson

modifies his very real fears, with faith.

The first reading highlights the Biblical Patriarch Abraham, a man of faith. When God called Abraham,

he dropped everything and just started walking. Abraham didn't even know where he was going. His

demonstrated faith will serve as a model for all his spiritual descendants. How to understand that as a

Catholic is that anyone who has faith in Jesus, is a direct spiritual descendant of Abraham, the Father of

biblical Judaism, and therefore, the Catholic Faith.

In today's Gospel, Abraham’s name comes up again. Our Lord Jesus is being engaged by an angry

group of fellow Jews at the Jerusalem Temple. Jesus told them that Abraham longed to see His arrival

and is glad that it has arrived. Jesus goes on to say that before Abraham existed, He (Jesus) existed. By

describing Himself as “I AM,” He equated Himself with God. The reading ends by saying His adversaries

picked up stones to stone Him. In this instance, Jesus escaped.

April is not going to be an easy month for any of us. We are all adjusting to our “new normal.” I'd meet the

challenge with the faith of Private Jackson and the faith of Abraham.

In closing, Hall of Fame running back Walter

Payton was not a big man for a football

player. That said, he was hard to tackle.

He credited his college football coach for 

this quality. He said his coach told him that 

if you're going to get tackled, “die hard.” 

In other words, don't go down easy. My

advice to you is to meet this challenge with

both faith and a will to win. Looking back on

this one day, do you want to be remembered

for your faith and resiliency which inspired

your family or for getting into a fight over a 

roll of toilet paper?


